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Mountain Macaws
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The race to save Bolivia’s beautiful Red-fronts
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Captions:
For whatever reason, some Red-fronts are incredibly tame allowing observers to watch them from close range.
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Although poaching of macaws from the cliffs is a primary concern for this project, these aren't the only targets.
Even smaller parrots are also collected from tree cavities in a manner which destroys the tree for future use.
Zo7uyel MIEoTO—FOLEFT, BEMETHLN, THIILTM AL TS D
T TRV, NS T AL HBEITUNGHED B, Fk, E7EON 51T Th o 72BN G A
Ihd,

Highly social Cliff Parakeets - close relatives of the Monk Parakeet - are often found nesting in the same cliff
with the Red-fronted Macaws.
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Although the home of the Red-fronts is a dry landscape heavily grazed by goats, the plant and animal diversity
remains remarkable: cacti are especially varied and abundant.
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The Red-fronted Macaws and other parrots in these valleys are especially fond of corn, and some fields can be
heavily impacted by repeated visits by hungry parrots. Understandably, this habit makes them especially
unpopular with the local farmers and their families which depend on these crops throughout the year.
TAIIRZOHRIELEDMOA T LEIL, FHIL O BAZ LM ETE, HETZk-oTE, &
SOBEDOT WA T LB Vb SNEEM G H D, 200, BIEMITEH> T\ ERFEE
B, ATLZBEO Db DNBR IR,

Red-fronts, people and their agriculture are tightly linked in the foothills of the Andes. Here peanuts on the left
and corn on the right - enjoyed by both people and parrots - are cultivated just below the cliff holding more
Red-fronted Macaw nests than any other cliff in the world.
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Our visit in January of 2005 coincided with the very beginning of the year's breeding season for the Red-fronts,
and many family groups included young birds like the one on the lowest perch here. Although we frequently
saw them begging from their parents, they were generally ignored.
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