A RevieW" by Rosemary
It occurretb usrecentlythatThe
WorldParrotTrustnowin its
eighthyearwasinvolvedn a
considerableimbeof activitiesn
manycountriesWouldit notbe
interestinpr ourmembergand
othereadersf thisnewsletteif,
wewerdo brieflyreporthecurrent
rangefourprojectandinitiatives?
Wethoughso,soheregoes:-

UNITEDKINGDOM

As mosimemberwill know,The
WorldParrotTrustwadauncheth
198%tParadisBarkin Cornwall,
UK. Paradiskarkis afamily
ownedenterprisestartedy Mike
andAudreyReynoldi 1973.
Tuckedwayin thefar SoutiVest
of Britain theparkhasto sustain
itselfontheproceedsf averyshort
holidayseasonDespitehis
disadvantagheparkprovides
freehomebasdor TheWorld
ParrotTrustplusmanyhoursof
donatedtafftime facilities,
equipmengndfund-raisingffort.
Togethewiththeirconsultantet
AndrewGreenwoodndcurator
DavidwoolcockheReynolds
familyconcludethatthemuch

adoredbutmuchexploitegbarrots
of theworldneededomd& RUE

FRIENDSAndsoTheWorld
ParrotTrustwasborn.
SowhatowgoenintheTrust's

officesatHaylein Cornwall First,
amas®f communicatioase

handledby JudithVenninghe

Trust'sadministratoAidedby
VickiWoolcockshedealsvith

applicationfor funding(farmore
thantheTrustcanpossiblyprovide),

, 'pSittacine
& Spgnang
parrots; parrot-like y 3

7~
Parro—~

Low" and Michagl
ourownfundraisingnitiatives,
membershienewalsaleofWPT
goodsandarangeof enquiries
fromthemediaandgenerapublic.
In additiontheUK officeisthe

focalpointfor communications
betweetheTrust'seleven

internationddranchesWehave

reachea@stagevheresomenational
brancheareselectingndfunding
theirownparrotconservation
projectgsedaterin thisreview),
butassistanandfinal aprrovais
requiredromourdistingUIshed
teamof projecteviewerand
supervisorgloeForshawCharlie

Munn AndrewGreenwood).
TheWorldParrotTrustmustbe

oneof theworld'smost

economicallguncharities Mike
Reynoldsictsashonoraryi.e.
unpaidgirectoandnowspends
75%0f histimeworkingor the
TrustDavidWoolcockefuseso
acceptanypaymentor the
considerabkmehegives Andrew
Greenwoodoesotchargéor his
invaluabledvice.JudithandVicki
onlyworkparttime,andalsodo
muchthatis unpaid.
BritishAirwaysAssisting
Conservatidmasbeemotablén its
supporbf ourwork.
Ourgreatedrustrations thatthe
Trust'sannuaincomehasneveryet
exceedefi100,000andweneed
tentimesthatamounto givethe
parrotghehelptheydesperately
need.Ourmembershipasgrown
to 2,500putthatis completely
inadequatégearingn mindour
calculatiothatthereareatleast
fifty million petparrobwnersn the
world,probablyamillion parrot
aviculturistgndmanymorepeople
of all kindswhoareinteresteih
parrots.WeMUSTincreaseur
supporfromall thesegroupssowe
haveincludedn thisissueacopyof
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ourrecentlyupdatedParrot
Portfolio’,whichwewouldaskyou
to giveto somebodwhoreally

shouldejoiningusin ourmission.
Oneof ourimmediat@&imsis to

DOUBLEOURMEMBERSHIR
ashortperiodof time. By doingso
wewill notonlydoubleourincome,
butalsodoubleourability to

influenceorganisatiorand
individualsvhohaveaneffecton

theconservatioandwelfareof the
parrots.Do notdoubtthatyour
Trustis influential;sinceour
formatiorwe havesignificantly
changedttitudesaroundheparrot
world. Wehaveaskedviculturé¢o
‘putsomethingack'to helpthe
parrotsn thewild, andaresponse

The first WPT bus, the Jacquot Express on St. Lucia

to thishasclearlybeerseen We
havepromotedheconcepof
‘responsiblavicultureandthishas
nowbeertakerupby other
organisationsBird food
manufactureeserealisinghe
importancef devoting (very
small)partof theirreceipt$o
conservatioprojectandveterinary
challengesPreviouslyuthless

smugglerBavetransformed
themselvaato snowwhite

conservationist#lll of thisisto

thebenefitof thebirdsthemselves,
andwebelieveTheWorldParrot

Trusthasshowrtheway. Around
theglobeourassociatesme

involvedn rrojectsof manykinds,
all contributm¢p ourknowledge

PhotoD. Woolcock



Above: This WPT notice board and collection box is displayedin prominent locations.

abouthesevonderfubirds,andour

abilityto protecthemagainsthe

modernexploitativevorld.
Soletusheacdeastintothe Old

World,andseewvhatinvolvements
TheWorldParrofTrusthasthere.

SOUTHAFRICA

Hereweareworkingwith Professor
Mike Perrinof NatalUniversity,
whois developindVorldParrot
Trusifrica.Laterin thisissuewe
includeMike'snewslettesentto

membersf thisbranchwhichwill
alsobeof interesto othereaders.

CENTRALAFRICANREPUBLIC

As alsoreportedhn thisissueWPT
fundeda field studyof Africa Grey
parrotgarriedoutby DianaMay,
whohasworkedor severayears
withlrenePepperbemnd'Alex'.
Furthemworkhereis planned.

ETHIOPIA

Laterthisyearweplanavisitto
Ethiopiao studythetwo endemic
parrotof thiscountryyellow-faced
ParroPoicephaldtavifrons,and
Black-wingetlovebirdAgapornis
taranta.Weseehisasapossible

opportunityor thenexteducational
‘ParrotBus’.

MAURITIUS
Ourmemberwill bewell aware
thatwe continueo supporthe
workontheEchoParakeet
Psittaculaecho.CarlJonesndhis
teamaremakingexcellenprogress,
with thetotalnumbenbf birds
havingoeerincreasettomabout
15to over50duringthepastseven
years.Ourtrusteeandconsultant
vetAndrewGreenwoodill be

makinghisthird advisoryisit later
in 199%? Y

THEPHILIPPINES

Herewehaveprovidedundingfor
theworkinitiatedoy Marc
Bousseketp helppreservéheRed-
ventedCockato@acatua
haematuropygia its strongholdn
Palawarsland.We'vgust
receivedreporfromMarc,which

will apspea'm theNovembefl 996
PsittaScene.

AUSTRALIA

Havingpreviouslyundedeffortsto
protecinendangeresiib-species
of theRed-taile@lackCockatoo
Calyptorhynchianksii
graptogyné VictoriaandSouth
Australiawearenowall settojoin
in acombineeffortto carryouta
threeyearstudyof thePalm
Cockatodroboscigeaterrimusn
QueenslareahdNewGuinea. This
AutumnMike Reynoldsvill be
visitingthelronRangeNational
Parkwith JoeForshawDon
Bruningof NYZSandstaffof the
Queenslandepartmerdf
EnvironmenandHeritage.

NEWZEALAND

AndrewGreenwoobasbheen

invitedby theNZ Departmerdf
Conservatioto visitNewZealand
andadviseontheKakapdrecovery
ProgrammeThisvisitresultpartly
fromtheimportantontribution
Andrewhasbeenseerio makeo
theEchoParakegirogrammeand
partlyfromanextendedisit made
to theUK lastSummeby Daryl
EasonamembeoftheNZ Dept.
Of Conservatiostaff. Darylwas
providedwith trainingonhand-
rearingoarrotatParadis@ark,
Cornwal(homeof WPT),andalso
with leadingprivateaviculturists.

TONGA

Wehaveaninvitationto visithere
andstudythepossibilityof
providingsomeeducational

assistancperhap# theformof a
‘ParrotBus’.

Movingswiftly acrosshePacific
to theNEWWORLD.

CANADA

Oursecondupporgroupwas
formedherein 1990andthe
CanadialVorldParrofTrustnow

fundsits owngroupof projects.
ChairmarmMike Pearsoandhis

veryeffectivecommittedave
workedwith otherCanadian

organisatiorts identify approve,
andfundvaluabldield workin

BoliviaandCuba.

BOLIVIA
Catherin&oosandLaureNeufeld

havgust begurin August1996a
sixweekprogrammef veterinary
investigatlOof wild parrots.This
~esearahill providanform~tion
Importanto futureconservatlOn
actJ~ityhothin thewild andin
captlVity.

CUBA

Distinguished Sbiologistsim
Wiley andRosemari&narmnare
conductingthreeyearstudyof the
CubarParakedtratingacuops.
CanadialVPTwill provideabout
onethird of thethreeyearcost.

USA
Herewehaveourbranctwith the

largestmembershigftertheUK.
CynthiaWeblis ourparttime
administratogndshecanbe
reachednphone/fax001)901
873361& Email
cwebb@wspl.wspice.coire
trusteesf WPT-USAareCharles
Munn,RichardPorterAndrew
GreenwoodndMike Reynolds.
Amongourmainconcernieresto
win thesupporbfthemany
thousandsf devotegbarrokeepers
of allkinds,wholavishsuch
generousareontheirprecious
birds.In generathesere
undoubtedltheworld'smost
fortunateaptivebirds. Whatwe
askhoweverlis thata fractionof
theavailablevealthbereservednd
channelletb helpthesurvivalof
parrotspecief thewild, from
whichall theimmenseewardof

developedviculturdnavesprung.
TheWorldParrotTrustemainsghe
mostlogicalandmostcost-effective
vehicleo makegooduseof funds
for parrotconservatioim thewild,
andparrotwelfarein captivity.

At ameetingf WPT-USArustees
heldatthelAS conferencia

Orlanddn Januaryhisyear,
substantidlindswereallocatedo

projectdor Lear'sandHyacinth
Macawsn Brazil,andanew

commitmentadeo provideextra
field assistander theEcho

Parakedkamin Mauritius.We

continuego lookfor supporfrom

bird clubs publicationdyusinesses,
andindividuals. Wetakethis

opportunityo thankall thoseJSA
memberashohavehelpedisto be
representeateventscrosshe
country. Theirworkis greatly
valuedandappreciated.

MEXICO

Wehavepreviouslyeporte@nthe
positionof theendangereédaroon-
frontedParroRhynchopsittarrisi,
andmorerecentlyve havesought
fundingthrouglour



PARROTHABITAHUNDto help
theexcellenhewinitiative

describedyNoelSnydeand

Ernest&nkerlirin ourFebruary
199@sittaScene.

PERU
Memberwill bewell awareof the

longtermachievementd Charlie
Munnin protectingvastareasf
therainforestsf SEPeruandthe
importancef theséhabitatgor
manyspeciesf parrot. Quitea
fewmembersavevisitedhe
Tambopaf@esearcGenterandwe
recenthyarrangetbr anextended

periodof field studyby our
ScandinaviallPTteanleaders

LineWadunandMichaelversen.

ECUADOR

TheTrusthasprovidednodest
fundingor theCerroBlancdorest
reservaeaiGuayaquilvhichholds

MermRaiabylationf Buffon's
guayaquilensisWehavealso
fundedanongoingserie®f visitsto
importanparrotareasn andaround
thePodocarpidationaPark by
JeremyrlanagargyoungBritish

biologistwhois teachin
Ecuador.Hehasidentifeca

numbeof newlocationgor the

Red-faceRarroHapalopsittaca
pyrrhopsaandtheGolden-plumed
Parroteptosittachranickii.

PARAGUAY

Psitemitrinewslstarkd9Fust
- withfinanciahelpfromthe
ForeigrandCommonwealtbffice,
andmucHogisticahelpfrom
BritishAirways providedn 'Eco-

bus'for Paragu. Wewerealso
ableto send\n rewGreenwooth

ﬂ@\ﬁﬁ%ﬁlﬁﬂ%"@ilﬂﬁﬂrge

aviarytherdor agroupof Hyacinth
Macaws.

Above: Cuban Conure: Phototakenby kind pennission of
R.Low,R. & V. Moat from "Parrots in Aviculture"

COSTARICA

Thisis a newcountryfor theTrust.
Wehaveecentlyenewedur
excellenworkingrelationshipvith

BoRipriefoith W iealve
jointly createdhethreeCaribbean
ParroBusespy contributindunds
towardgheirprogranfor Buffon's
Macawin CosteRica. Moredetails

of thisimportanthreeyearproject
in thenextissueof Psittascene.

BRAZIL
Wehavefundedactivitiesn Brazil

sinceheearlydaysof theTrust,
startingwith ourcontributiorio the
searcltarriecbutin 1990by Carlos
Yamashitaf IBAMA andTony
Junipeof BirdLife International,
whichestablishetthatonly one
Spix'sMacawCyanopsittapixii
remainedtliberty. Theresthad
beerllegallyremovedor the
benefibf thosevhonowchooséo
describéhemselveasbeing

committedo 'responsible
aviculture'

Workin with CharlieMunnand

hisBraziianassociateaptablyDr.
Pedrd.imaof CETREL(anaward-
winningenvironmentakrotection
company)yurideBarrosDanilo
Limaandothersywehavefunded
continuousffortsto protecend
preservéear'sMacaw
Anodorhynchueariin itsrugged
NE Brazillocation. Weare
growinghousandgf thepalmtrees

onwhichthebesknownpoeulation
relieshavetakerdifficultimtiatives

in convertingnacawpoachersto
macawguardsandhavelocateda
secongbopulation. Seethereport
in thisissueaboutwo Lear's
Macawsbeingconfiscateth Paris;
thisalarmingeventmakest clear
thattheprotectiorof thesebirds-
which probablynumbeno more
than200in all populationsisa

baEMAURRAHTGMesRseEned

Above: Black-winged Lovebird: Photaakenbykind

1995 sittascene.

Alsoin Brazil,wehavefundedhe
workof two well-knowrBrazilian
biologiststo saveheRed-tailed
AmazorAmazondrasi/iensis.See
thereporty PauldMartuscellin
theAug. 199%PsittaScene.

PUERTQRICO

Wehavepreviouslyeporte@nthe
longternprogramo savehePuerto
RicanParroAmazonaittata,and

in thisissuewebringnew
information.

SI. LUCIA,W.I.
Ourfirst ParroBuswassentheren

1991 andhasbeenseerbXa
majorityof theisland'schildren.
Currentlyresting'jt ishopedhat
it canberevisedandupdatedand

putbackontheroad. It mustbe
remembergtiatwhenPaulButler

of RAREfirst conceivedf thisbus,
it wasintendedo haveamaximum

life of threeyears.

DOMINICA W.I.
OursecondParroBusis here and

we.aait areportonits current
actlVity.

ST.VINCENTW.L.
BecausParadisParkis afounder
membeof theSt.VincenParrot

Consortiumandhassuccessfully
bredthissuperiparrotwehavea
particulaintereshere.In recent
yearsnvehavesenwurthird Parrot

Buodiane: reeitedibibs ezvieadine

Governmentisreedingrogranfor
theSt.VincenParroAmazona
guildingii. Lastmonthwesentwo
largedisplayboardgo beusedo
educateisitorsto theForestrail,
andtheBotanicGardensWehave
senfundgto helpbuildanew

displayaviaryin theBotanic
Gardens.

Brieflyreturningo Europe:-

permissioof R.Low,R. & V.Moatfrom "Parrotsn Aviculture"

Hyacinth Macaw:

NETHERLANDS

In MaythisyearourWPTBenelux
branctonceagairorganisethe
WPTParroSymposiunthistime

attheBeeks®ergerSafarPark.
See'Internationdilews’.

DENMARK

Withthehelpof theForein and
CommonwealiBffice,w ich
seem$o seeTheWorldParrofT rust

asa usefulorganisatiocontributing
toward®Britam'simageasan
environmentallgoncernedountry,
in Junewehelda specia¢ventat

théBtENERTIBCAR DYRANATEN,
FRANCE

OnOctobebth,Rosemarlow and

Mike Reynoldsvil bespeakingt
the'2meRencontr®rnltholoique
EuropeennesttheNational et

BoheodttESm PariBidetailsof
Leortois, 10Ave.AristideBriand,

03 00,Vichy,France. Phone:
33.70.59.83.5Bax:33.70.32.86.26.

And soin thisreviewof World
ParrofTrustactivitiesvehave
touchedlownin twentysix
countries. In somepur
involvementaresubstantiain
othersyerytentativeorin anearly

stae of development.
P easdeairin mindthattheTrust

i BRaesAuRInstuiist ;
twoin theUK, andonein theUS.

Everyonelseworksonavolunteer
basis.Wewelcomaall offersof

assistandeomeverysourceandto

helpthisrocess alon%Pleaséeel
freetoc | theTrustonltsnew

Persongdhonenumbemnyhichin
theUK is07000PARROT

or727768).Fromoutsidehe UK
thenumbeis +447000PARROT.

AFINALPLEA:PLEASHRYTO

RECRUITANEWMEMBERFOR
THETRUST!

PhotoBonnielay



Effortsin ConservationThe PuertoRican
Parrot- Past.Present& FUture, v v ow

CalledguacaytheTaindndians
thatoncenhabitedPuertdrico,the
PuertdricanparrotAmazona
vittataoncelew in greaflocks
overtheentireislandof Puertdrico
aswellastheneighbouringmall
island®f MonaCulebrand
ViequesAt thistime,theparrot's
populatiowasestimatetb have
exceedeii00,000y some
researcher®therbelievehe
populatiomayhavebeeroverl
million.

Thearrivalof Columbusndthe

subsequesettlemerdf theisland
by Europeamsarkedhebeginning
of thedeclinén numbersf Iguaca.
In 1650thehumarpopulatiormf
theislandwvasestimatedt880. It
continuetbrisesteadilyandby
185Q@hehumarpopulationvas
estimatedt 1,000,000nillionsof
acresverecultivatedor agriculture
andraisingcattle stealingyaluable
parroforagingnestingnd
breedingites.

SETTLER8RRIVE

Theparrotcontinuetb survive
despit¢hechangesilt is estimated
thataslateas187&heparrotwere
stillabundarintheisland.As
settlergontinuetb arrive priginal
forestgontinuetb bereplacedy
cultivatedand Asin virtuallyevery
othercasef animakxtinction,
man'expansiorgndconsequent
lossof naturafeedingandnesting
habitatepresenthebiggesteason
forthedeclinen thepopulation.
Also,capturaspetsfor thehuman
populatiorintroductiof new

PuertoRicanparrotsnestin treehollow

4

predatorée.g.RedTailedHawk)
andnaturatlisasterge.g.
hurricaneandtropicalstormsall
contributetb the steadyleclingn
numbersftheparrot. By 1799the
subspecigsmazonaittata
gracilipesvhichinhabited
neighbourin@ulebraslandchad
becomextinct. Thespeciesn
ViequesindMonahadlongsince
disappeardzeforegheywere

adequatelgtudied All thatremains
of thesebirdsis skeletonfoundon

theislands.

By 1912humaragricultural
consumptioaf landleft lessthan
1% of originalforest.Althougtthe
parropersisteth smallpocket®f
forestleft throughouheisland,
theyslowlybutsteadily
disappearebh 1899hurrican&an
Ciriacohit thewestermpartof the
islandaindhelpedo eradicatthe
remainingsmallpopulationstill
presenin thewesterfiorests.The
fewparrotghatremainedverethen
elimlllatedy hurricane&Sarelipe
in 1928. Thisleftonlyonesingle

o;;ulati_orn)f parrotdll aforestof

270hain thenorth-easdreaof the
island- theLuquillomountains.
Thisforeswassparselpopulated,
denseandwasthewettespartof
theisland. Still, flocksof 50-100

birdswereseerin thispartof the
islandaslateasthe 1900's.

USGOVERNMENTAKES
CONTROL

WhentheUnitedStatesvasgranted
PuertdRicoin theearly1900'sthe
governmemecommendéde

creatiorof aFederaForesReserve
in theLuquillomountainandthe
CaribbeahlationaForestvasthus
createith 1903. Théd.S.

overnmergventuallpurchased
thelandaroundheforesuntil total
acreagesacheapproximately
11,33Ma. The£arrotcontinuedo
live in theLuqgUllloforestand
surroundintgand. Evenatthistime,
furtherdeClmatioof theLuquillo
parrotpopulatiortontinueésroads
andfootpathsverebuiltintothe
mountainayhichexposedany
nestingareaglirectlytohuman
contact.Thousandsf hatchlings
weretakerfor thepettrade.Also
theforestwasusedasa sourcef
timberfor theislandandogging
felledmanyof theimportantesting
sitesof theremainindirds. The
final insultto thePuertdRican
parrotpopulatiorin theLuguillo
forest washurrican&sarClprian
(1932).

Thefirst scientificcensusvas

donein the 1950'dy Rodriquez
Vidalatwhichtimethenumbeof

theremainindpirdswasestimatedt
200. Anothercensusvasdondn

1972atwhichtimethetotalparrot
populationwasestimatetb be 14-
18in thewild, and4 knownin
captivity.At thistime,intensive
wildlife studyandmanagement
thePuertdRicanparrotwasbegun.
Theplightof theCarolingarakeet,
was,hopefullynotto berepeated.
(TheCarolingparakeetvasan

endemipsittacinén theUnited
Statesvhichbecamextinctin the

1930's.Althoughornithologists

PhotoJoseColon

realisedhespeciesvasin trouble,
effortsat savlligthebird weretoo
little andtoolate.)

With theawakening
conservationalispneserin the
UnitedStatesn theearlysixtiesit
wasrealisedhatwildlife needetb
beprotectedIn 1966theFederal
EndangereBpeciefct was
passedndin 196 thePuertdrican
Parrowasplacednthe
endangerezpeciefist. In 1968
conservatioprogramme/as
initiatedasa co-operativeffort
betweenheU.S.Fishandwildlife
servicetheU.S.ForesServiceind
Departmerdf NaturaResources
of theCommonwealtbf Puerto
Rico. Theprogrammesstated
abovewasbegurasawildlifefield
managemeptogrammeWwildlife
biologistaveresentto the

islandto studytheparrotandits
habitat.

NATURALHAZARDS
Dueto theconstanthreabf

completeradicatioof thespecies
dueto forcesheyondman'scontrol
(e.g..hurricandiseaspredation),
acaptivébreedingrogrammeas
institutechfewyeardater. A
locationwithintheLuquillo forest
whichhadafree-standingurricane
proof structurerectedby the
CivilianConservatioGorpsn the
1940'svaschosemsthesiteto set
up acaptivebreedindacility.
Renovationsnthestructurbegan
in 1973ndthebuildingsvere
convertetb contairindoorflight
cagesndliving quarter$or
biologists.Overthenextsixyears,
wild stock(usuallychicksoreggs
thatwerein troubleandwouldhave
perishedéh thewild anywayyvas
collectedo beginthecaptivelock.
All attemptsreremaddo allowall
wild breedingairsto fledgeat least
onechick. Eventuallygenetic
representatidromall wild nests
wasobtained Thefifteencaptive
parrotsn theaviaryin 1979
representezkvero eightdifferent
familylines.

A closedreedindlock of
Hispaniolaamazomazona
ventraligarrotwerethefirst
residentsf theLuquilloaviary.
Earlyin theprojecit wasrealised
thatdueto thepaucityof available
PuertdRicanParrotgor fostering
andrearingeggsandchicksa
substitutéosterspeciewasneeded.
Hispaniolaparrotaverechosen
dueto theiravailabilitherein



Puertdrico(theyoriginaten
neighbourinigispanioléslandand
flocksof theexotlcspecielve on
theislandof Puertdrico) their
similarsizeandtheirsimilar
reproductivieiology.Forexample,
thelengttof eggincubationchick

sizeandrateof growthfledgin
timeandadultsizeareidenticato

theparameters thePuertdRican
parrot.

CAPTIVEBBREEDING

Thecaptivédbreedingrogramme
provides multitudeof functions.
Primarilyit providesupporto the
wild nestmanagemeptogramme.
Chicksoreggghatareabandoned
canbebroughtothecaptive
breedindacilityto beincubated,
andraisedy thestaffor by foster
parentsChickghataresick,
undersizeio siblingsor parasitised

canbebroughto theaviaryand
nursedbacktohealthlf chicksn a

wild nestunintotroubleandneed

to bebroughtotheaviarythenest
canbekept"active'b reﬁlacing
thePuertdricanchickwith a
Hispaniolanhickof thesamege.
Thewild parentseadilyaccepthe
fosterastheirownandcontinue
feedingandcaringor thechick

untiltheoriginalchickor chickscan
bereturned.

Afull timeveterinariais on staff

whoalsoservesstheaviary

operationso-ordinatorThe
veterinariamakesoutinevisitsto

thenaturahestsitedo asseshe
healthstatusf wild chicks.During
thesevisits,all wild chicksare
bandedndbloodfor chromosome
sexings taken.Theveterinarian
andfield biologistsvorktogetheto
determineptimamanagement
wild nests.

Bandingf wild birdswasbegun
in 19860 helpbiologistsdentify
individuabirds. Unfortunatelyhe
onlyidentificatiothatcanbemade
is if thebirdis physicallyn hand,
whichonlyhappeni it has
perishedTheprojecbiologistsare

currentlyexpenmentingith the
useof colouredands.

SUPPLEMENTIN®ILD
POPULATION

Anothesupportunctiorof the
captivebreedingrogrammis to
supplementhewild population.
Whenawild neshasapopulation
of lessthanthreechickgwild
parentgsaneasilyaccommodaisp
to threehatchlingsgaptivéored
PuertdRicarnparrotchickscanbe
addedo thenests.Thismethoaf
captivearrot'releasehasbeen
verysuccessfin thehistoryof this
projectasalmosall of theseaptive
chickshavefledgednto thewild.
Thismethodlsoprovidegenetic
exchangeiththewild population
aswellashelpingo augmerthe

wild population.
Anothepurposef thecaptive
breedingprogrammes to protect
thespeciekomcomplete
eradlcationlf acatastropheereto
occur(e.gahurricaner anyother
catastrophghichwoulddestroyhe
rainforest)purcaptivebirdswould
survive.Thiswasdemonstrated
1989vhenhurricanélugokilled
over50%of thewild population
and0%of thecaptivgpopulation.
Thecaptivdlock hadbeermoved
intothereinforcedoncrete
structurehatis nowthemainaviary
operationbuilding. A special
"hurricaneoom"wasconstructed
especiallfor thispurpose.
Finally,anotheobjectiveof the
captivepopulatioprogrammes to
documerttirdsandpedigreeDue
to thegeneti¢bottleneckthat
occurredn 1973thecaptive
populatiomustotonlybe
avlculturallputalsogenetically
managetb ensurdreeding
betweethemosigenetically
diversifiedbirds. Thisinvolvesa
meticulousecord-keepingystem
with capabilityof calculating
demographicpedigreeharts,
kinshipvaluesetc. Although
selectetbreedingf birdsis
theoreticallthedesiredechnique,
it mustbecoupledviththefactthat
thebirdsmustselectheirmate.
Thetwo mostgeneticallgistant

Farrotswill notbreedf theydonot
ike or"choose'taclother.

RECORIKEEPING

Therecord-keepirgystenusedo
maintairaviaryrecordssthelSIS
systenof ARKS,SPARK&nd
MedARKS.Thesé¢hreesystems
arecurrenthusedoy manyzoos
world-wide ARKS (Animal
RecorKeepindSystemis the
generatecords-keepirfide to
recordransactiongncomingr
outgoinganimalsidentifications,
locationspriginsgetc.). MedARKS
isthesystenby whichmedicafiles
or"recordstanbekeptoneach
individual. SPARK$s the Single
PopulatioAnalysisandRecords
KeepingSystemThissystem
allowsoneto assembledit,
analyselataandproduceeporton
thestatu®f acaptivgpopulation.
One'"studbookis createdor a
specieandall record¢genetic,
reproductivestc.)for all individuals
of aspeciearemaintainety a
"Studbooleeper".Morethanone
locatiormayexistfor a particular
speciesoit becomesnportanto
keepall informatiorcollectively.

LUQUILLOFORESFACILITY

Todaytheoriginalfacilityis still in

itsonginallocationn theLuquillo

rainforestThecurrenpopulation

consistef 59Hispaniolaamazon
parrot?\mazonaentralisand46

PuertdRicanamazoparrots
Amazonaittataincludinghis
year'schicks.
RecentlytheHispaniolanarenot
onlyusedasfostemparentshutalso
astrainingbirds. Theireggsan
trainnewlyformedor youngPuerto
Ricarparrotpairs. Sincesome
parrotdakeafewyeardolearn
propeiincubatiomndchickrearing
skills,it makesenséo allowthe
experienceg@roverHispaniolan
parrotgoincubat@ndraisethe
valuabldPuertdricaneggsand
chicksand,atthesameime,test
theability of thenewpair
themselve® incubatddispaniolan
eggsandraisethesechicks.
Anotherfunctionof the
Hispaniolanis to providechicks
for trainingthestaffin chick
handlingandfeeding. Someof
thesehabiebecomeuitetame.
Despitehesuccessf thebreeding
programma Luquillo,it was
realisedhatall theparrotaverestill

in onegeographicarea.lt wasfelt
thatit wouldbewiserto movesome

of thebirdsto a differentocation
ontheisland. In 1990¢onstruction
of asecond@viarylocatednthe
othersideof thelslandn RioAbajo
wascompletedRunbythe
Departmendf NaturaResourcesf
the Commonwealthf Puertdrico,
thefirst Hispaniolaparrotsarrived
in 1991.Thefirst 12PuertRican
parrotsveretransferreéfomthe
Luquilloaviaryto thenewJosd_uis
Vivaldiaviaryin RioAbajoin 1993.
In early199514morePuertRican
parrotsveretransferredThat
breedingrogrammbasbeenvery

PuertdRicarParrotAmazonsittata

successfyroducindlOPRparrot

chicksthisbreedingeason.
Breedind®Rparrotss adifficult

businessDueto thepoorgenetic

diversityinherenin apopulation
whosenumbersvereoncel4,as

statedhbovethismustbetakerinto
accountvhentryingto establish
breedingairs. Thefirst stepis to
placegeneticallgompatibléirds,
usuallyoneor two maleswith afew
femalesintoa"pairbonding"
cage.Thisis aflightcagesquipped
withacamerandablind(a
camouflagesittingareautsidef
thecagewith a onewaymirrorto
viewintothecage).Observations
aremadeafewtimesdailyto sedf
a"pairbond“forms. Signof pair
bondingncludemutuapreening,
sittingandeatingogethemutual
chasingf predatorée.g thestaff
bringingfoodintothecage),
boWIndgieedingeachotherandtail
andwingdisplays.lt is hopedhat
thepairtoformis aheterosexual

airashomosexualairsmayalso

orm.

Oncea pairis actuallyformed,
theyaremovedo abreedingage.
Ourbreedingagesneasure
approximatel$ 1/2mlongx | 1/2
mwidex 2 mhigh. Theperches
arenaturapalocoloraddranches
collectedromtheforest. ThePalo
Coloradas thetreemostusedy

thewild parrotdor nestingavities.
Thewoodof thePaloColoraddas

anaturalnsecticidandtherefore
we alsousethiswoodto makeour

nestingnaterial Extrabranches
andwlld cupeyleavesareprovided

for theparrotgo chewon.



Artificialnesttavitiesnadeoutof

PVCwithanaturapalmlog
openingremountedo the
breedingagesAn accesdooris
locatectthebottomof thenestor
inspectiorsndtopof thenesthas
anaccesslosurdo keephe
parentsutof thenestduringhe
mspectlons.

NESTINSPECTIONS

Nestinspectionaredonethree
timeswveeklyduringthebreeding
seasonit isdoneduringthe
mornindeedingimeasthebirds
exitwith expectatioof food. This
causeminimundisturbande the
birdsasmorningcacophonig
routine.

As oftenasis possibleheparrots
areallowedo incubatéheeggsand
raisechicks.New expensivéiigh-
techincubatorandhatcherstill do
notaccomplisthehighhatchratio
thattheparrotean. Furtheryith
allourhandfeedirfgrmulasdrugs,
andntensivéeedmgchedulesye
still cannoattairtherateof weight
gainthatthenaturaparentsttain.
In othemwordstheparrotaremuch
betteparentthanwewill everbe.

Thechicksareclosedanded
whertheyweighaboutlO0g
(usuallyg-10daysold). Whenthey
react200g(approximatelyweek
later)ploodis takerfor
chromosonsexing.

Duringhesédirstfewweekof
life thebirdsaremonitoredlosely
viavideccamera®catedn each
breedingageo makesuretheyare
feedinghechicks.Thechicksare
weigheduring nesins~ections
andrecordsf weightgamarekept.
A smallunderdevelopetickcan
befosteretb anothecaptivenest
withyoungechicks.Alsoduring
thistime thenoisgconstruction,

ﬁ ~.levelattheaviaryis keptto a
limmum.

FLEDGING

Thesecondriticaltimefor the
chickis fledgingime. Asfledging
approachabgechickwill sitonthe
nestip andflap hislhemwings. At
thistime,againthebirdsare
monitoredloselyasoccasionallg
parenwill attaclafledgingchick.
Oncechickhassuccessfully
fledgedit is left withtheparentor
6 monthso learnpropefparrot”
behavioue.gpreening,
courting/coupbehavioufeeding,
etc.).

Thefutureof theprojecisunsure,
asitisfundedytheUS
governmemthichhasexpressed
mterest budgetuttingll every
lastbastiorof environmemtownto
thewildlifeprogrammes.
Neverthelessgexpecto,in the
futuredevelopechniqueer
raisingaptivéoredbirdsfor
eventuakeleast repopulatihe
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island.Wedesirdo, oneday,see
flocksof 200iguacadlying around
theentireislandof Puertdrico. We
hopethatwehaveinspiredthergo
realisghefragileexistencef many
psittacinespecief thewild and
thattheyneedo beprotectediow,
notonceit is toolate. Finally,we
hopethatothercaptivebreeding
programmaesill beinstitutedo
helpotherwild psittacin@swell as
otheravianpopulationg/orld-wide.

VISITTORIOABAJAAVIARY
By MichaeReynolds

In Februarthisyearmy wifeand
| stoppedff in Puertdricoen
routeto Miami. Wetookthe
opportunityo visit theJosd _uis
VivaldiaviaryatRioAbajo,where
wereceivedwarmwelcomérom
JoseRodriguetuelezandAnne
Smithwhotogethemanagéhis
successfdacility.

Youwill haveréadn the
foregoingeporty MariaHerzog
that12PuertdRicanparrotsere
transferretfomtheLuquilloaviary
to RioAbajoin 1993followedby
14in 1995.1t seemshatmanyof
thesebirdswerenotexactlyprime
breedindirds butJoseandAnn
managetb formsomeeffective
pairsquiterapidly. Threeyoung
fledgedn 1994ninein 1995and
nowtenin 1996.Thisis excellent

rogressandis atributeto thetotal

edicatiomf JoseandAnne.

Wewereveryimpressehy the
qualityof thefacilitiesprovidedy

theDepartmendf Naturahnd
Environmentd&esourcesf the

Commonwealif Puertdrico.
Annis afully trainedreterinary
techniciarandtheequipment
availabldo heris firstclass.
Recordeepings, of coursea vital
partof theirwork,andin thisthey
cooperateloselywith theLuquillo
teamasdescribedby Maria

AnneSmithwithsonAlex)andJoseRodriguekuelezattheRioAbajoAviaryin Puertdrico

Herzog.Beingin aremotdocation,
howevergancausenusual
aviculturathallengesHereare
someexcerptfomJoe'snonthly
reportfor April 1996:-

BEEATIACK

"Onenewfertilepairof PR
amazongonsistingf thewild
caughmale083(Rudy)yndhis
matel84hadtheirpalmlognest
takenoverby honeyees.The
femalewasin thenestatthetime,
incubatin@clutchof fourfertile
egggallfosterHPeggs).There
wasnoindicatiorof thepresencef
honeybeeduringthemorningshift.
Thetake-ovewasdiscoverethe
nextmorningThefemalevasnot
sittingin hernestandafew
honeybeesereenteringhenest.
Thenestwascheckedheeggs
werecoldandtheywereremoved.
Thehoneybedsecamaggressive
andstartedstinginghebirdsand
theprojecleader.Theareavas
immediatelyosedightly with a
mistof waterwhichstoppedhe
beeattack.Thepairwasremoved
andbroughtntothehospital.Bee
stingoccurrednthelegsand
chesbf thefemalewherehe
featherbadbeerplucked.The
malehadbeerstungnthelegs.
No medicatiowasadministered
andthebirdswereplacedn alarge
flight cage.Bothbirdswerestiff,
andthefemalevasataxicputsoon
recuperated.

ELECTRICITYCRISIS

PowemwasrestorednMarch20th.
TheSantd&Rosasub-statiowas
rebuiltandelectricakervicavas

restoredo theAviaryand
pumphouseThebreakdowtasted
31days. Thisbreakdowiorcedus
to keepgheemergenayeneratan

. continuabperatiodunngthe

monthlongincidentwith 2-4hour

dailybreakdor servicing.The
constantoiseandfumegroduced
bythesamachinewasdetrimental
to boththebirdsandaviary
personnelUsuallytrustworthy
fostetHPpairdecanreervousnd
damagedr destroyedggsand

incubatiorby all birdswaserratic.
It wasill-fatedthatatthetimeof

thebreakdowrfpurteePR
Amazoreggswverdaid,twelveof
whichweréfertile. Threeof these

hatchedWecanonly speculate
aboutheoutcomefthisseason

hadnothingasdramati@sthe
breakdowf thesubstation
occurred"

Althoughthiswasnomorethana
flying visit, | wasleft withtwo clear

impressiongrirst,thatcommitted
andtalentedndividualsare

essentiab successfavicultural

enterprisesyhetheprivateor
governmerfunded.Secondhat
singlespeciefacilitiesprovidehe
best(if notonly)routetothe
effectivere-establishmeoit
threateneparroipopulationsThe
EchoParakegirogrammisthe
only otheronethatspringgo mind,
el apgreciatother

Joseellsmethata majomewroad
isbeingbuilt from Northto South
verycloseto RioAbajo. Thisis
clearlyunhelpfuto thepopulation
of thePuertdRicanParrotbutJose
hopeghattheimpendingurchase
of asubstantialewareaf unspoilt
forestto theWesbf thepresent
protectedbrestwill morethan
compensate.

Finally,| toldJoseandAnnethatl
wouldletourreadergnowthat
seriou/olunteerqreparetb stay
atleastayearcanbe

accommodatedRioAbajo. For
moredetailsfaxthemat
+ 1.787.376.6625.

PhotoA. Reynolds



Uabitat |mmersion

by Bob and Liz Johnson

Fifty yearagoit wasconsidered
standarfbr zoogo confineanimals
to smaltageshutaspeopléhave
becomenlightenetb the
psychologicakedsndfeelingof
anlmalsgooshaverespondelly
providingspaciousaturahabitats.
Todaythesightof alion pacing
backandforthin hiscubicleora
dolphirswimmingn circlesn a
smalkankis lookeduporby the
viewingpublicascrueland
inhumane.

Parrotsjaturallycreaturesf the
airandboundlesspaceseemo be
thelastcaptiveanimalgor whoma
naturalife-styleis being
consideredManyarestill living in
thesmallsterileenvironmertf a
cageunablgo embrace anyway
theuniqueandwondrousfestyle
for whichtheywerecreated.

Habitaimmersiois thetrendin
thezooworldnowand happily,
therds a growingrendamong
aviculturist® respontb thesame
(if notgreaterpsychologicaleeds
andfeelingof thesdree-flying
spiritsof therainforesby providing
largenaturahabitatsvhereghe
birdscarnlive, atleasto some
degredn thewaynature
intended...realflying,interacting
withtreesthegroundtherain,and
everselectintheirownmates.

Dr.TheodorBarber'dook,The
HumarNatureof Birds (pagel67)
tellsus,"Birdsnotonly useflightas
anaturamean®sflocomotiorhut
in beautifuformsasa meansf
expressionManyspeciespend
hoursf thedayin therecreatioof
flightasotherspendioursn song.
Flightis anartakinto musicwith
rhythmandfeelingof movemerds
its foundatiora~loriousnean®sf
expressiahatblrdsknowwell
howtouse". Birdsweredesigned
tofly andflightmuscledike all
othemusclegendto atrophywhen
notusedor longperiods.

A birdsittingalonepr everwith a
matehedidnotchooseén acubicle
barelylargeenougto spreathis
wingseventhoughemaybefeda
nutritiougliet,givenquality
veterinargare andkept
immaculatelgleanis both
physicallyandpsychologicallgfar
cryfromthebird flying freeamong
thetreesandinteractingvith his
environmentdditionallythe
exercisplusthepsychological
benefiteftheexhilarationf
freedonarestrongmmunesystem
enhancers.

Concerffor conservatioshould

includepreservinthespiritof the
birdaswellasmerelythephysical
form. Manyaviculturahrticlesare
repletavith adviceabouthe
importancef keepin-thegengool
intactby nothybndislligthus
retaininghephysicaformasnature
designedshouldeintroduction
becoméeasible Accordingo
thesesamepublicationdowevelif
seemgperfectlyacceptabl® alter
all otheraspectef thebird. Weare
inundateavithadviceonhowto
editthento ourstandardandteach
themnotto behavdike abird - how

to stopchewingbiting,screaming,
makingamessandflying. Then
wewondemhy birdsplucktheir
featheranutilatehemselvesy

becomeaggressiveSe!dom
addressad howto maintairand

enjoythemasabird. Observin~
theirsociainteractionandseelllg
howmuchfuntheyhavein a
naturakettingflying freely,
functioningasapartof naturevhile
still enjoyingnteractingvith

peoplés trulyalearningexperience

andgivesoneaninsightntothe
truemarvel&ndcapacitiesf these
incredibléveings.

Asonespendmoretimewiththe
birdsin theirhabitattheybeginto
seeyouasaco-inhabitanwhocan
sharen theirgamesndplayand
participatén theirvarioussocial
interactiongathetthanasacaptor
whorestrictgheiractivities.Thusa
levelof love,understandirand
interactiomarelyexperienceuly
anypetowneiis oftenattained.

In free-flighthabitabirdschange
"buddiesfrequenthpefore
decidingpnamatemuchas

- The New Wave

humanslo. Fewspeciebreedn a
communagituationhoweversoin
mostcasesruepairsshoulde
giventheirownquartersButeven
thentrueromanceloesn'deserva
prisonsentenceTheycanbegiven
slightlysmallehabitatandstill be

ermittedo communevithnature.

ehavefoundthatbirdswho select

theirownmatesaremoreprolific
breederéwouldn'tyoube?than
thosewhohaveoneforcedupon
them.

Charlesunntellsus("New
Yorker"July30,1990}hatcaptive
birdsforgethowtolive; all of their
culturatransmissiois lost. They
losewhathecallstheirparrotness

andthereforenostcaptivebred
birdsarenotsuitabldor

reintroduction.
Survivakkillsarenottransmitted

by osmosibutthrougtrexperience.
Evenparenbirdswhoareallowed
to raisetheiroffspringn acage
havenowayof teachinghemhow
to surviven thewild.

No socialcuriousactiveand
intelligenbeingcanremairhappy
orphysiologicalland
psychologicallgtablevhen
permanentlsestrictedo a small
sterileenvironment.

Somedayn amoreenlightened
a~ethepracticef confiningany
birdto alife limitedto thesynthetic
environmerdf a cagewill be
viewedasmorallyandethically
unthinkablenuchasslavenys
lookedbackontoday.Zooanimals
hadthevoiceof theviewingpublic
to spealoutfor them. Thefateof

theséirds,breederaswell aspets,
restswith theconsciencef the

Freeflighthabitat maintainedby Bob & Liz Johnsonin Florida

individualwhohasthemin hiscare.

Clippedwingsor confiningcages
arenottheonlyalternativeo
extinction.Habitaimmersioiis

becominghewaveof thefuture.
Thosavhohaveeconomimterests

astheirprimaryconcermvill argue
thatthisis notthemost
economicallgfficientuseof space,
buteventheywouldhaveto agree
thatit isthemostcompassionaté.
is alsothemostpragmatiand
realistiovayto assureurvival,
shouldeintroductiomtothewild
becomenactuality.
Withoutexceptiorgverybird
loverwhohasseerourhabitahas
saidthattheywouldloveto have
somethingike it butthatthey:I)
don'thavethemoneyor 2) don't
havethespacer 3) bothof the

above.Therearevariouglesigns
andconstructiomethod$or

habitat@ndmini habitatso fit
almostanyspac®rbudget.With
imaginatiomndinitiative plusa
largehelpingof commitment,
captivebirdscanbeliving life to
thefullestin aminiormicro
rainforessettingandwouldbealot
happiefor it.

ABOUT THEAUTHORS
BobandLiz Johnsohothhave
Masteregrees Psychology
andhavebeernworkingwith
parrotdor overtwentyyears.

Theymaintairaquarter-acifece-
flight habitathatl Ssixteerfeet
high,withtreesandplantswhich
housesnehundredirds,
includingl1Hyacinths.

Photo: Liz Johnson



TheBehaviouof GreyParrotsn the |
Rainforesofthe CentralMrican Republic

by DianaL. May

TheBaal mypeopleallit
"Beeko".g%ger(',ygntrgl\fricans
refetoit aseithetkukuru”

. (pronouncdao-koo-rod)rle
Perroquédris. Readersf this
newslettetnowit asthe Grey
Parrot.Becausthe GreyParrot
(i.e.thenominatsubspecies
Psittacusrithacugrithacusis
commonlyradedbred andsold
throughouheworld,perhapthe
mosttommonlfeldimageof this
creaturés thatof anintelligent,
talkativeoet. Thisimagehowever,
is quitedifferenfromthat
formulatedfterobservingheGrey
Parrobf Dzanga-SangRaservef

South-westeffentraffrican
Republic.
GREYPARROTDFDZANGA

TheGreyParrobf Dzangdivesin
aseeminglyniquehabitat.A first
glanceaptureaprototypical
rainforesabundantith adiversity
of floraandfauna.A second
glancehowevenrevealsa
mammaliatwonderland"Dzanga
clearingfor exampleis regularly
visitedby hoofednammals
includind@ongoTrogelaphus
eurycerosorestuffaloSyncerus
caffemanussSitatungdragelaphus

spekeiiandseveraspeciesf
duikers.Othemammaliawisitors

includeseveradpeciesf primates
andover2,000forestelephants
LoxodontafricancyclotiTurkalo
1995)At anytimeonanygiven
daypnecanalwaydind afew
Sitatungandanywherfoma
handfuto ahundredorest
elephantsDuringthemorning
hourspneis alsdikely to seea
flockof 30-300GreyParrots
foragingonplantsggrowingn the
basirof theclearing.
Dzangu-Sangtsespecialor at
leastworeasonsts clearingand
itslegalprotection Theclearings
provideanimportansourcef
minerakaltgo foreskelephants
(Turkalodl995ptDzanga-Sangha
perhapmanyothermammaland
birdse.g.GreyParrotsthatforage
ordrinkattheclearing$or long
period®ftime. Theselearings,
howeveryvouldnotbepossible
withoutheabundanasf forest
elephan@ndothelargemammals
thatknockdownthetreesthus

creatinglearingslf notfor the

legalprotectiorof theforestand
animalsvithinthereserveforest

elephante/ouldnotbeabundant
andperhapsvouldnothavesucha

significantontributiorto the
structuref theenvironmerdand

consequentlgheotheranimalghat
dependnits structuréncludinghe
GreyParrotwhichdependsnthis
delicatelyalancedcosysterfor
itsverysurvival.

ALEX'S MIMICRY

Beford travelledo Dzanga-
Sanghaeservd, hadsome
knowledgef theGreyParrot! had
observethecognitiveand
communicativeapabilities
demonstrated thelaboratorypy a
GreyParronamedhlex.Alexcan
vocallyrequesbbjectandcorrectly
replyto queriesaboubbject
identity colour shaperelativesize,
same/differerquantitie$1-6),and
absenceswell asto queries
involvingvariousombinationsf
thesadlimensionéPepperbert987,
1990,1993,1994a-b)! alsoknew
parrotgleveloesty learningn a
sociakontex{Todt1975,
Pepperberj994b) Furthermore,
knewabouthe GreyParrot's
extraordinargnimeticabilitiesin its
naturahabitat vocalmimicryof
ninebird specieandonebat
specie¢CruickshaniGautie&
Chappuid993).Whatl didn't
knowhowevernwvashowGrey
Parrotgypicallybehavén thewild.
Little hasbeerpublishednthe
subject{seehoweveandliker
1992)pmndl hadafewburning
questiong\retherebehavioural
counterparte Alex'sabilities
exhibitedy Greydn thewild?
Andif so,howdoesaGreyuse
theseabilitiesn its natural
environmentRurthermorayhatis
thefunctionof its vocalisations?
Withtheseguestions mind,l set

outto studyhowthe GreyParrot
livesin thewild.

Frommid-Juneéo mid-August
1995] conducted pilot stuily
designedith twosliort-terngoals.
Onegoalwasto assesthe
feasi5ilityof along-terniield study
of GreyParrobehaviourTheother
goalwasto coIIec_tPreIiminag
| promotesrey

mformationhatwi
Parroecotourismasanalternative

to currenformsof GreyParrot

commerciaxploitation.
FIRSTGOAL

Toachievehefirst short-terngoal,
| amdevelopingnethogranfa
systematimventoryof behaviour).
| obtainedlataontheGreysy
observingheirbehaviourecording
theiractivitieonvideotapeand
recordingheirvocalisationsn
audiaape.Thetapesrenow
beinganalysetbr theethogram;
oncecompletetheethograrwill
providea detailedlescriptiof

GreyParrobehaviouasobserved
intheDZANGA-SANGH/Aeserve.

Furthermoréheethogranwill
providea substrator generating
hypothesiaboutpecifiaspectsf
GreyParrobehaviouin thewild,
quothesethatl will subsequently
est.

SECONDOGOAL
Toachievéhesecondhort-term

goal,l intendo workwith several
vehiclesncludinghatureour
agencief.e.birdtours),

DianaMaytrainingsreyParrotAlex"

conservationewsletterike
PsittaScenendavian-orientated
organisatioriie-ThaVorldParrot
Trustandthelnternational
AviculturistsSociety By providing
theseagenciewith specific
informatiorabouiGreyParrotand
mammalshatl havewatchedor
extendegeriodof timein their
naturahabitat] hopeto heighten
awarenessf andinteresin viewing
andphotographiopportunities.
Furthermoré,hopeto increase
knowledga@bouiGreyParrotsn
theirnaturalvorld suctthatit will
invokearespecto maintairihis
speciem its naturaknvironment
and,asaresultperhapseduce
supporbf andparticipatiom the
captureandexportatioof such
wild, intelligentcreatureskor
ecotourismpurposed,intendo
provideinformatiorabouth
Grey'sdailyactivitieg!-€-Where
andvherheyoragérfoodand
abouthepossibleffecofhuman
observationGreyParrot
behaviouThigypeofinformation
will beespecialisnportambthe



success of atouraimedatwatching
thesebirds.

OBSERVATIONS

Mostof my observatiorand
recordingsccurreth two places:
atDzangalearingndatoneactive
nestcavlty.The clearingsrichin
minerakaltsparticularlygalcium
(Turkalal995).In additiorto a
varietyof mammalsheclearing
attractsnanybirdsincluding
HammerkoScapusmbretta,
Palm-nu¥/ulturesSypohierax
angolensigjadadibises
BostrychihagedasH{ornbills
Ceratogymrddbcylindricugattle
Egret8ulbul.cubis,andatleast
severahundred@reyParrots
Psittacugrithacugrithacushat
forageheredaily. Thenestcavity,
attheheighiof morethan30metres
in atreelocategustafewmetres
fromaroadappearett bethe
homeof apairof GreyParrots.
Togethethedatacollectedtthese
locationsomprisethebulk of the
informatioryathered.

ATYPICALDAYATDZANGA

OnatypicaldayatDzanga
clearing,a.k.thesaline| saw
GreyParrotintermittentlyguring
mostfthemornindhoursand
infrequentlin theafternoon.
Typicallyin theearlymorning,
severdghdividualarriveata
favouriteéreeusuallyin thetree,
preenclimb,vocaliseinteractand
Illgenerakyclethrougracomplex
behaviourakpertoireA few
minutesater afewmorearrive.
Withinthehourthetreebecomes
filled with GreyParrotshat
togetheproducacacophongf
whistlessquawksshriekschirps
andthemounds . o TP
TheGreyParrotgontinu¢o
congregaia thetreeuntiltheflock
begingraduallyo maketsway
downto anadjacerttee. Thistree
is shorteandoadedvithleaves
andserveasasecondarstopping
pointbetweethe"arrivaltree"and
theground.TheGreyParrotperch
thereasif waitingor "clearance”.
Mostindividualperctonhigher
branchelutafewperclontheend
of branchesnlyafewfeetabove
theground.Eventuallygllfly to
thegroundo feedontheplantghat
growthere.
Perhapthemostnterestingspect
of GreyParroforagindehaviouat
thesalllleis thecyclicnaturef the
flock'smovement.Nevieitheflock
entirelyonthegroundr entirelyin
thetreesTypicallythenumbepn

thegroundvill ebbandflow,and
sometimebatnumbewill increase

with eachlow until mostflock
memberareontheground.Only

rarelywill all flockmemberbe
engageid exactlythesame

activity.
Oneexceptiorin whichall Grey
Parrotdinally movein synchrony,
occursvhertheytakeflight either
immediatelprecedingnelephant's
intrusiororimmediatelfollowing
thearrivalof a soaringaptor.In
thecaseof theelephantheparrots
seenasif theyaresimply"stepping
. aside'to lettheelephanpassThis
interpretatiors supportedy
multipleinstanceaherepncethe
elephanhadpassedheparrots
promptlyreturnedo thelocation.

FLEEINGTHESCENE

In thecaseof theraptorsoaring
overheadheparrotseenasif they
are"fleeingthescenetompletely.
Forexample, documenteatleast
3instancem whichtheydid not
resumédoragingattheclearingor
atleastseverahours.A comparison
of theflock'sbehaviouin these
casesndothersnayallowmeto
infertheidentityof theGrey
Parrot'sraturapredators.g.
severalaptorspecies.

At anestavity | recorded
differentaspectsf GreyParrot
behaviourAt leastwoindividuals,
presumablgpair,inhabitedhis
nestholeandcouldbeobserved
theredaily. At leasbneindividual
seemetb bepresenduringalmost
all observationslypically) saw
oneof threesituationsi)one
individuatemainedhsidethenest
cavitywhiletheothersatin thenest
entranceasif engageth some
formof sentinebehaviou) both
remainechsidethenestcavity or

3) oneindividuakatin thenest
entrancgvhiletheotherwentout
intotheforest. TheseésreyParrots
did notappeato berearingyoung
nordidtheyappeato engagén

ParrotSanctuar{pdate

Sincgheannouncemeoftour

plandfor a ParroSanctuaryyhich
wereoutlinedn theMayissueof
PsittaScen&doption‘applications
havebeerpouringn to World
ParrofTrustheadquarter©urmost
ﬁ_opulabird ‘Oscaris Iivin? upto
isnameandhasalreadyalsed
over£3,000Somanemberhave
evernchosetro setup areqular
Banker©rderor Deedf Covenant
to ensurdongtermcarefor their
chosemirds. Adopterseceivean
attractiveertificatavhichincludes
aphotograpbf theirbird,anctheir
namgoinsthelist of supportersn
displayatParadisark.The
adoptiorertificategarealso
provingoopulaasunusuagift
Ideador fnends(Adoptersionot,
asacoupleof memberthought,
actuallytakepossessiarf thebird.
Thedonatiors merelyawayof

courtshigeedingr mating. They
did, howeverseento beaffiliated
in someway. | inferredhis
affiliationwasbasedntheirvocal
interchangesuchasduettingand
mutualactivitysuchassittinginside
thenestcavitytogetherTheyalso
oftenremainedh closgproximityto
eaclotheffor longperiodf time.
Thebestpartof recordinglataat
thisnestcavitywasthatl couldrely
onthedailypresencef Grey
Parrots.

Ultimatelyall thedatagatheredhe
recordingmadeandtheethogram
developewill helpmeto reactone
of my long-terngoalsto examine
thefunctionatoleof specificGrey
Parrotacoustisignals.l will edit
theaudiarecordingandusethem
in futureplaybaclexperiments
whichl will playthetapegothe
parrotandrecordheirsubsequent
behaviourAltogetherthis
informatiomayprovidean
explanatiofor the cognitiveand
communicativabilities
demonstratday Alexin Dr.lrene
Pepperbergk3yearaboratory
studyButmosimportantlghis
informatioshoulgrovideclear

pictur@ftheife of theGreyParrot
inthewild.
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ehavealsoreceiveffersof
goodhomedor rescuedbirdsand

arekeepingheseonrecordor the
future.

Wehavedecidedo introduce

anothebirdto wouldbeadopters.
Hisnamds Ruberandheis a

CubammazorAmazona

leucocephal@ucocephala.Ruben

wasfoundby UK customsfficers

in thefunnelof aGermarshipwith
alLatviancrewwhichhadtravelled

fromChile. Thebirdwasin a
cardboartoxwithonly crisps,

cornflakeandfruit to eat.Customs

officialsreportedhathewasvery
quietandsubduedtfirst, butsoon
perkedipafterbeingfed. Ruben
hasnowbeermlacedvith another

Cubaramazomvhichis alreadyat
Paradisark.

permissioto conductthisstudy
ancamp@tasitean DZANGA-
SANGHAReservel amespecially
gratefuto theOuanzirdamily,
especiallyor providingiswitha
homefransportatiomndprotection
in Banguir thankDr. Charles
MunnHI andDr. IrenePepperberg
for theiradviceandguidancand
DesireeMayfor herassistanand
tremendousoralsupport.l thank
interpreterdvlichelKolaand
RichardGibbondor theirassistance
and trackersSinakpa\bongoand
Vulentinfor locatinghestavities
andprovidingassistanand
expertisén elephanavoidance.
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DESCRIPTIOAND
DISTRIBUTION

ThePalnmCockato®robosciger
aterrimuss alargetropical
cockatobvingin Papudlew
GuinedrianJayatheArulslands
andon'Capé& orkPeninsula
QueenslandlustraliaTheplumage
isentirelyblack,includinga
flamboyarecurvablerestputits
mosprominenteaturearean
enormousill andargepare
crimsorcheelpatchesApartfrom

havingslightlylargemills males
resemblemales.’

Theraarethreesubspecietjough
theirstatusmeedsurther
examinatiorAs describetly
Forshawl1989)P.a. aterrimuss
foundn theAru Islandsthrough
southerhrianJayao theGulf of
Papuarhequestionablgistinct
P.a.goliatheputablglightlylarger,
occurgromVogelkofn IrianJaya
througltentraNewGuinedo

easterRapuaPR.a.stenolophus,
whicthasharroweresteatheris

foundonJapenslandandeasfrom
GeelviniBayin Irian Jayao
Collingwoodayin PapudNew
Guinea.

POPULATIOKNND STATUS

In NewGuineandlrian Jayathe
speciess considerek~sonably
commomwayfrommaJor.
settlemen{gorshavit989putIS
scarcentheAru Islands(Smiet
1985).It hashoweverlisappeared
fromsettlecireagBell 1982,
Beehlerl~85-orshavi 989).
Overallt ISthought-obe
vulnera~I® extmctl?rbecausthe
populatlOthougthwidespreadS
PR ahestanrhe
specielBasbeerlistedas
InsufficientliKnown(Garnett
1992pendingurveysf
Fotpulatiosizeandtrends.lt is
istedasVulnerablendethe
Endanger&pecieProtectioAct
(1922) Thougtdescribeds
commony Forshaw1989) Storch
(1996)eportethattheyoccurred
patchilyandatlowdensitieg both
theLockerbi&crubatthetip of the
PeninsulandatlronRangendjn
aeriaburvey$pundonly 15birds
alongl55m of galleryforests
surveyely helicoptein central
Cape/orkPeninsula.

HABITAT
InNewGuine®alnCockatoos

10

h~vebeerdescribedsoccupying
ralllforesttall secondargrowth,

rainforesedgespartlycleared
areasnonsoomoodlané&ndsome
densesavanne/?od!andCoates
1985).Therelativdmportancef
thesehabitatss unknowrand
obviouslyariedbe~we-~areadput
th~cockatoosanhvelll pure
ralll~orest. .
Thisappe~r® con~rastith the
P?pulatlOm Austrahavherethe
birds~ppeato neecbothwoodland

andramforestOf 30nestfound
by Storch(1996) 93%werefound

in woodlandree-avera&ingbout
40mfromtheramforess edge.
Muchof thefeedingalsooccursn
th~woodlanéswell asthe
ramforestHoweverthougtthey
usemanywoodlandesource®alm
Cockatooarealwaysassociated
withrainforestincludingiparian
ribbondringingtheriversthat
traverséhewoodlandsf central

CapeyorkPeninsul@Blakerstal.
1984).

DIETAND FORAGING
ECOLOGY
PalmCockatooBavd:)eerrecoaded
. d O ff
S NS
lessoften fromtheground’
(Forshaw'1989) heyhavebeen
reporteextractingnsectfrom
deadimberbuttheevidencés
equivocafForshawt989).The
seasonalvailabilityof different
foodss unknowrbutStorch(1996)
suggestheyfeedin therainforest
in thewetseasoandthewoodland
in thedry season.

REPRODUCTIVBIOLOGY

Thesingleeggof thePalm
Cockatogs laidin alargehollowin
thetrunkof atree. Withinthehome
rangeof acockatoadhoughto be
abou®0.5sg.km,othetollowtrees
areusedor displaypurpose8Nood
19841988).Incubatiolin captivity
takes31-33dayswiththenestling

periodasting38-103iaysForshaw

1989 SindelandLynn1989).The
periodofjuveniledependendethe
wild isunknown At IronRange
(Storchl996nestsverebuiltin
treefrom6to 37min height
(meanl6m)with nestentrances
beingfrom4 to 21 m abovehe
groundmeanl3m). Twothirdsof
thenestaveren livetreesmostly
eucalyptgheremainingnestrees
beingdead.Nesthollowstendedo

point upwardsind of thetwenty
forwhichanorigincouldbe

d~termined,3had~eercausedtby
wllldshearSomeevidencéasbeen
foundof competiti~fior nest.
hollows andrenestlligoccurredil
onehollowimmediatelgftera
chickfledgedsuggestingueuing
for ~héollow(Storch1996).
Activenestdh~vebee~foundon
CapeyorkPemnsuldl all months
of theyearthoughthereappeart
beapeakbetweeAugustand
March(Forshaw 989 Storch
1996).

THREATS

Hunting: Huntingis thoughto be
themainreasorior theabsencef
cockatooaroundnajorsettlements
in NewGuinegBell 1982Beehler
1985Forshawi 989andwas
thoughto havedecreasettie
numbentCapeY orkearlythis
centuryBarnardl911).The
ossibilityof huntincghavingan
Igtdversie%%adhAu(‘:!s]tralilgi'?lsbeen
thesubjecof controversyutthere
isnoevidencef significant
numberbeingtakenprinformation
Spilciglo kgaisonbe,

R kill PI Ckt -
ange mga.am oc a00IS
consideretb bnngthehuntebad

Juvenil@alnmcockatom thewild

luck (Storchl996).
Trapping: Anunknowmumbesf

PalmCockatooareth~ught~be
exportedromNewGullleajnan
Jayaandpossibl\Aust~aliaNo .
declllleshavebeemttnbutedb this
tradebutnoris relevanpopulation
dataavailable.No convictlOrfsr
PalmC?ckato@apturand.
smuggl'ndpaveeverbeermaddll
AustrahgStorch1996).
Shortageof nesthollows:
Tree-h?llowsregeneralljormed
afterwmdor fire damagellows
invasiorof thewoodbyfungus

and/ote~ites (M~ckowskil984).
Howevermformatlomnthe
formatiorrateof.holl.owsuitable
for ~ockatonestmdSne~ded.
partlcular~m respectf fireregime
mAustrahaandloggmgegimes
elsewhere.

OBJ CTI

EVES
(1) Todeterminéactordimiting

thepopulatiorsizeof thePalm
CockatanAustraliandNew

Guinea.

(2) Toprepareecommendations
thatwill promoteheconservation
of thespeciethroughouits range.
ACTIONS

Action 1: Determinebreeding



density, nesting biologyand
recruitment rate in arange of
habitats in Australiaand New
Guinea.
AimsToobtaimbaselinef data

onthebreedingiologythatcanbe
usedo establistrendsandpredict
theeffect®f huntingtrappingand
habitathange.

JustificatioA baselinef
recruitmerdndbreedinglensityis
essentidbr determininfuture
populatiotrendsaindfactordikely
to affecthem. Factorsffecting
recruitmerguchaspredatiomates,
theidentityof predatorandadult
mortalityratesarealsomportant
for futuremanagemernthe
apparenestrictiorof nestso
rainforesmargingn Australiain
contrasto theoccupatioof
rainforestby othermpopulations,
alsohasmportanimplication$or
habitamanagemempiarticularly
withrespedb fire regime.Habitat
managemeottherainforesthat
will benefiPalmCockatoois
likely tobenefibtheithreatened
birdtaxa.

Method#\t threesitedn Australia

gronRan(IgePaAinkaand\Nei a)
ndatCrateMountaitwildilfe

ManagemeArea(CMWMA)in
Papu&lewGuinedhedistribution
of nestingiteswill bemappeaver
aswideanareaaspracticablat
IronRangduildingontheworkof
Storci{1996).Thesesitesvould
thenbevisitedatmonthlyintervals
throughhebreedingeasoto
checKor levelsof activity. Active
nestsvill bemonitoredveeklyand
aselectioofnestwill be

monitoremoreclos_elwsinﬁ
humarandelectronisurveillance

to detecpredatorsHabitat
charactensticndprocesses

affectinghosecharacteristiosijll
bedetenninefbr all nests.In
Australigoarticulaattentionvill be
paidto theroleof fire in habitat
processebuildingonthecurrent
researchf P.StantofQDEH).
Funding Requirements
Fundsarerequiredor partof the
salanyof theprincipal
hesslonea e
IronRangé/NeipaPajinkaand
CMWMA travelithinAustralia
and annuallyfromAustralido
NewGuineaglectronisurveillance
andclimbingequipmerand
computing/administration.
Actiore; Study hollow
availability,formationand loss.
AimsTomeasurtheavailability
andturnoverateof hollows

suitablefor nestingn atropical
environment.

Justificatiomhepossiblshortage
of hollowshasbeeridentifiecasa
threateningrocesfor numerous
speciesf Australiamwildlife
(GarnetandLoyn 1994).The

significancef theapparentlizigh
ratesof lossof PalmCockatomest

treescannobedetenninedithout
knowledgef theavailabilityof sites
andthecauseandratesof
formation.

Method®uringthesearclior
cockatomestsall likely hollows
will beinvestigatedndmappedAt
eachstudysitesmalleplotswill be
selectedh whichall possible
hollowswill beinvestigatetb
determineriginsof thehollow,

measuredumberedith permanent

tagsandmapped.

Action 3: Undertakegenetic
comparisondetweerpopulations
in NewGuineaand Australia

AimsTodeterminéhegenetic
distinctivenessf different

populationef PalmCockatoo.
JustificatiofheAustralian
populatiorof PalmCockatotas
beensolatedromthepopulations
NewGuineasor atleast10,000
yeargGarneti984pndcurrently
thethreesubspeciemeill-defined
(Forshawl989).Thedevelopment
of agenetitestthatcould
distinguishhedifferentsubspecies
wouldhelpidentifytheoriginsof
PalmCockatoosnteringhebird
tradeandassiswith the
managemenf populationalready
in caﬁtivit . .
Method<senetienarkerdor the

differentspeciesf BlackCockatoos

Calyptorhynchspp Are being
developeby Dr LesChristidisat
theMuseunof Victoria.

Action4: Examinehabitatuse,
diet and seasonality of food
availability.

AimsTodeterminevhethefood
availabilityis limiting Palm
Cockato@bundance.

JustificatioTherehavebeemo
systematiocbservatiorsf thediet
of thePalmCockatoor of
variationsn theavailabilityof food.
In Australianuchof thespecies'
foodcomegromwoodlandyegging
thequestiorf whytheyaretiedto
rainforestin NewGuinedhey
appeato feedentirelyfrom
rainforest.In neitheareasit
knownwhethefoodis limiting at
anytimeof year.

Methoddn thefirst yearmostbirds
encounteredwlill befollowedfor as
longaspossibleo construct
monthlytimebudgetsndestablisia
seasonglatterrof resourcase. In
theseconéndthirdyearshe
patterrof availabilityof resources
will alsobefollowed. The
phenologyf foodplantswill also
beexaminetly examinationf
herbariunspecimens.

Action5: Prepare
recommendationsthat will
promote the conservation of the

speciesthroughout its range.
AimsTotranslat¢éheresultof the

researcimtorecommendatiotisat

canbeadoptetly conservation

managers.
Justificatiofrortheresearcko

benefithebirdstheresulimustbe

availabldor conservatiomanagers.

Wherevepossiblethis shouldbe
donemosteffectivelyby involving
landmanageris theresearclsee
Actions1,2and4).

Method®\ll theresultsareto be
initially analyseduringthe
researcperiodandpublishedn a
formthatis accessibl® abroad

audienceAnnualeportswill be
preparetbr all fundmgagencies.

FUNDINGSOURCES

Funddor theprojectarebeing
soughfromthefollowing
organisations:

Wildlife Conservatio8ocietyto
meetravelcostsandmostof the
Principalnvestigator(salary.

Queenslardepartmeruf
EnvironmerandHeritagéQDEH):
to coveraccommodatiatLockhart
River,administratioandmost
computingosts|ogisticsupport.
Alsocoversomeof thecostf the
Principalnvestigator(gpossiblyn
theformof astaffmember'salary
time).

AustraliaiNatureConservation
Agencyfundswill be soughfrom
the ContracEmploymerfProgram
for Aboriginapeoplen Naturabnd
CulturaResourc®anagemend
enableemploymenrif aboriginal

stafffromthelnjinooandLockhart
Rivercommunities.

WorldParrotTrust:to meet

equipmerandsomecomputing
costs.

ADMINISTRATION

Progreswiththeresearchvill be
assessduy asteeringommittee
consistingf representativesthe
Wildlife Conservatio8ocietythe
Queenslardepartmeruf
EnvironmenandHeritagethe
WorldParrofTrustComalco,
LockhartRRiverCouncil Injinoo
Counciltherelevangovernment
departmenh PapudewGuinea.
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DENMARK
WPf SCANDINAVIAAUNCH

OnJune&8th ourfastesgrowing
branchWPTDenmarkyas
transformeidtoWPTScandinavia.
Overthepastyeamrmanynew
memberkavgoinedfrom Sweden
andNorwayandit wastimeto re-
namehebranchOurScandinavian
committedheadedly Line Wadum

andMichaelversenhadarranged
for ustohavetheuseof facilitiesat

theBritishEmbassin Copenhagen.

Weareverygratefuto theCharge
d'AffairedMr.Franci$allagheand
hisstafffor theverygeneroukelp
theyprovided An audiencef 130
heargresentatioly WPTtrustees
Mike ReynoldandAndrew
Greenwoo@ndearntof thenew
initiativedbeinghandledlirectlyby
theWPTScandinavieommittee.
Asadirectresultof themeeting
severamembersfferedo helpthe
workandexpansioaf thebranch.
Onemembehnasdesignedn
outstandingingeofjewellery
baseanparrotsincludinghePalm
Cockatosymbobf WPT. In the
nextissueof PsittaSceneeexpect
to offertheselesignso our
membersAll in allavery
satisfactoryccasiorgndthe

suppordftheForeigrand
Commonwealfficeindicates

thattheWorldParrotTrusis seen

tobeaneffectiveorganisation
deservingf officialassistance.

NETHERLANDS

ThellthParroSymposiunheld
onApril 21, 1996wasorganisetly

WPT Scandinavias launched

12

INTERNATIONAL ~
NEWSROUND-UP ~

TheWorldParrotTrust Benelux.
Thistimethelocatiorwasthewell
knownSafarParkBeeks®ergen
intheNetherlandsA hostof
internationdécturersnadehis

symposiuraninterestingnd
worthwhilehappeninglt was
attendedlsoby aninternational
public. Thelecturegovering
legislatioly WWF Traffic
departmentW. Luijff, birdpark
managemeint ParkParadisiin
Belgiumby curatolS. Patzwahk
breedingentran thePhilippines
by Dr.Janecze&indLoriesin their
naturahabitatby 1.HubersThe
WorldParrotTrust'$arroPortfolio
waspresentedy Hon.DirectorM.
ReynoldsindH. Assink.and
Paradisark'sistoryby D.
Woolcockcurator.In theevening
buffetconcludethissymposiurm
anagreeablandrelaxedvay. The
Symposiurtommissionyndethe
chairmanshigf RuudVonkassisted
by NicoZonneveld@ndRomain
Bejstrupmadehisanother
achievementt wasmadepossible
througltheassistanaa the
symposiurnommissiomembers'
wiveswhodeservaspeciathanks.
ThankyouRia,JennyandGerda.
Wealsathank, FritsandTineke
Vilters,andWPTBenelux
Management

AUSTRALIA

A newspeciainteresgroup

devotedo thestudyof wild parrots
in AustraliaNewZealanénd
Oceanis to beformedwithinthe

RoyalAustraliarDrnithologists
Umon. TheBIRDSAustralidParrot

Photo M. Cadovius

Associatiomill focusinteresbn

someof theregion'saresspecies,
like theKakapandOrange-bellied
Parrotaswell assomeof themost
abundaranddifficultto manage,
like theLong-billedCorellaand
Galah.As mosthreatening
processeis theregion- clearance
of habitatchangéll fire regime,
lossof hollowsetc.- alsothreaterat
leasbnespeciesf parrotthe
Associatiomvill promotaliscussion
andanexchangef ideaghat
shouldbenefimanyotherbird
speciesiswell. TheAssociation
will haveanewslettefEclectus”,
runexpeditionandprojectsand
prepar@oliciesonparrot-related
matters.It will beformedbfficially
on 7thOctoberl997atameetindn
AlbanyWesterustralisbut
memberminingbeforeheendof
Septembewill receivehefirst

issyeof "Eclectus"will bepaidu
untiltheendof 199 7/andwlll have

thechancéo votefor thefounding
committe®f theAssociation.
Formdor membershipyhichcosts
AUS$180orless areavailabldrom
theMembershipfficer BIRDS
AustraliaParroAssociatiorglo
RAOU,415Riversdal®oad,

HawthorrEstateVictoria3123,
Australia.

ECUADOR

Threeone-dayieldtripsweremade
to theLomadel Oroforesin Loja
ProvinceEcuadoiin searclof the
Red-face®arrotHapalopsittaca
pyrrhopswith thehelpof Fundacion
Ecologicarcoiris.(Seearticleby
anotheresearchePaulloynejn
May issueof PsittaScene}ield

trip datesvereFebruaryl1land13
andApril 4 1996.Onthefirst visit
theRedfaced-Parrandthe
Golden-plume@onurd.eptosittaca
branickiiwerebothrecordedhe
firstafter4,5hoursof walkingand
seconafter2.5hours. Both
speciearerare. Fourbranickii
wereobserveih flight, calling

constant‘lgfl'heyv_vermear(br
observetbr 20 minutes.

At thesecondocatiortwo Red-
facedParrotsvereheardandone
wasseertofeedonan 18mtall
Weinmanniaee. Bothbirdsleft
after15minutes.Thebirdswere
lessthan20mfromtheaccessoad.

Duringthethirdvisittwo Branicki's
Conuraverebriefly observedThe

birdsappearegmallethanis
normalith shortetail feathers
thanexpectedyossiblyheywere
juvenilessug&esti atthis
conurébreedsnere. Therecordof
thesdwo parrotsatLomadelOro
representewlocationgor these
endangerezpecies.
Unfortunatelygiventhecurrentate
of clearingthesdorestfragments
will probablype gonewithin20
years.Therds somegoodquality
cloudforestwith nodisturbance
thefloor dueto grazing.Treesare
well coveredn mossedichensand
bromeliadsPodocarpuseesare
fairly commontheyareimportant

astheonly conifernativeto
EcuadorPublicawarenesmnd

environmentaducatiom thearea

is urgentlyneededFromareport
by JeremyFlanagaandCristina
Galvez).

WORLDPARROTTRUST
AFRICA

A reportfrom Prof. MikePerrin
My colleaguefDr. ColleerDowns,
wife of thelate OlafWirminghaus,
Dr.RichardSelmarandhispartner
MargareHunterCraigSymes,
LuthanddMaphasandStuart
Taylor)and haveestablishetthe

Universityof Natal'sResearch
Centrdor AfricanParrot

Conservatiomnd havebeen

invitedby theDirectorof the
Endangeredildlife Trustto create
the"ParrotStudyGroup". Thiswill
aidusconsiderablin fulfilling the
aimsof theWorldParrofTrust
(Africa)anddoesotmearthat

we'll bedevotedo 'bluesky
researchf little relevanco

aviculturistssonservators,
ornithologister anyonevhohasan

nteresin ~arrots.
ecenvwisitors

WerecenthhostedRosemariow
(whohaswritten20bookson
parrot@andmanagethecollections
atLoroParquandPalmito$ark),
ValMoat(whois thestudbook
keepefor Capeparrotsn theUK)
andanavidphotographeand
breedeof Ruppell$arrotsand
Staceyselis,anAustraliaravian
veterinarianWehelda
worksho~/discussigroupwith
avicultunstérommanypartsof
KwaZulu-Natabhnarangeof topics
fromcaptivebreedingf rare
parrotslegislatiortoncerning



importandexporbf parrotglocally
andoverseasjviamutrition:
inbreedingyeneticandtheneed
for newbloodn established
collectionsconservatidriology
andhabitapreservatidior ourrare
parrotsthelllegattradeandsoon.
Rosemaryerykindlypresented
twotalks thefirston"Conservation
of Parrotsandtheseconn
"CaptiveBreedingf CapeParrots”.
Eachwasstimulatinggruditeand
verywellillustratedaswasVal's
talkon"BreedindRuppell®arrots
in Captivity". Rosemary's
benevolena@xtendedotonlyto
hertimeandenthusiasrbutalsoto
thedonatiomf threebooks,
includingwoof herown"specials”
to beraffled withtheproceeds
goingtotheWPTA.|1 m sureyou
will join mein thankindRosemary,
ValandStaceyor theirvisit,
stimulatiomndsupport.
CapeParrots
Fortunatelwewereableto show
ourgratitudéy ashortexcursion
intothefield to seeCapdParrotsn
thewild,thankdargelyto the
sterlingeffortsof ColleerDowns
andCraigSymes.
Thedetailedcologicastudyof
theCapeParroin thewild, initiated
by Olaf,isbeingcontinuethy
Craig,anditsfirstphasevill be
completety theendof theyear.
Weknowagreatealabouthe
habitatfoodandnesting
requirementsf thesamagnificent
parrots.Onefindinghasshowrthat
theKnysnaor Capeparroipropelis
in factaseparatepeciefomthe
morenortherhandVesAfrica
forms. ThismeanthatSouth
Africa'sparrois endemiaareand
morevulnerabléhanoriginally
anticipatedndwill requiraurgent
andspecialistttentiomo securés
reservatioriWeareconfidenthat
hiscanbedonef habitatossand
theillegaltradecanbeprevented.
Whateveyoudodon'tpurchase
unregistereat wild-caughlbirds
unlesyouwishto contributéo the
extinctiorof theCapeParrot.
RicharcdaindMargaresre
conductingimilarstudiesn
Ruppell$arroin Namibiavhere
weareworkingin close
collaboratiowithDr.Rob
Simmongheornithologistith
Namibia'Departmerf Nature
ConservationThemajorproblem
beingfacedhereis anincreasi
demandor birdslocallyand
overseapporbreedingfcaptive
birds,andagrowingillegaltrade.
Stuarfaylorhascommenceal
similarstudyof Brown-headed
Parrotén KrugerParkwhichwe
hopeto extendo Mozambiqueln

additiorto studyinghebird's
ecologyheandLuthandavill also
investigatthepossibilityof
sustainablgtilisatiorof this
relativelycommorspeciesThis,
togethewith a studyof the
economicsf captivebreeding,
legislationeducation/public
awarenesmndcapacitpuildingin
ruralcommunitiess thefocuso
Luthando'svorkonselectedpecies
of Africanparrots.Weexpecthat
futureresearctvill investigatayith
localcollaboratioor leadership
withlocalbiologistsstudie®f the
endangeredglack-cheekddvebird
in ZambiaFischer'd ovebirdn
Tanzanifledby Prof.Kim Howell
of theUniversityof Dar-es-Salaam),
andtheGrey-headddavebirdof
Madagascar.

Theseprioritieshavebeen
identifiecoy CITES(Conventioon
Internationdlraden Endangered
SpeciestheSSC(SpecieSurvival
Committeedf themCN (World
Conservatiddnion),and
increasingltheWorldParrofT rust
andBirdlife Internationall have
justcompletetheAfricanspecies
accountfor theglobalActionPlan
for Parrotspnbehaliof themCN,
followinglastyear'sworldParrot
Summit.| amnowbeginningo
capturendcollatenformatioron
all Africanparrotsandlovebirdgor
abookwhichl hopewill appeain
afewyeardromnow. It will
reviewall knowninformatioron
eachspeciem captivityandin the
wild, butwill alsodiscusshe
paucityof theAfricanparrot
avifaungwhyAfricahasrelatively
fewparrotspeciesomparedith
Australisor SouttAmerica)habitat
lossandfragmentatioiillegaltrade
andegislationsustainable
harvesting;aptivébreedingindso
on.

All of thesestudiegostmoney
andwecontinueo seekurther
sponsorshgndfinanciakupport.
At present amrunninghebranch
myselfandwouldlike helpwith
membershiists,paymentf fees,
preparatioof articlesfor this
newslettegndinstructionfromthe
membershigsto whattheywould
mostliketoreadabout.| cansolicit
articlegrombirdkeeperand
breedergonservatorgeterinarians
andresearcherSuturenewsletters
mightincludedetailedaiccountsf
individualspeciesviaryandnest
boxdesignhybridisatioand
inbreedinggsittacineutrition;
parrotwvatchingn thewild; the
biogeographistributionpf
Africanparrotspendindegislation;
conservatioof endangerespecies

BRAZIL

LAST CHANCEH-ORAMNESTY
ONSPIX'SMACAWS

OnOctobed 1996theamnestpn
theholdingof Spix'sMacawswill
ceaseAnyonesubsequentfpund
tobeholdingthis speciegtherthan
withintheofficial Spix'sMacaw
Recovergommittegroupwill be
liableto prosecution.

It isinterestingo notethatthe
originalamnestjromprosecution
waslargelynegotiatetly Tony
Silvawhileemploye@sCuratoiof
Loro ParqueTenerife At thattime
threeholderof thisspeciesutside
of Braziltookadvantagef the
BrazilianGovernmentamnesty
offer. ThesavereMr Antoniodé
Diosof BirdsInternationallhe

PhilippinesDr.JoseHammerli
from SwitzerlandandMr.

Wolfgandiesslingof LoroParque.

Sofar asweknow,no othefforeign

holderof Spix'sMacawhave
declarethemselve® date.

BRAZIL/FRANCE

SMUGGLEDLEAR'SMACAWS
FOUNDIN FRANCE

ReporfromRolancandJulia
Seitre.Junel9th.Charlegle
Gaulleairport. Onaroutinepatrol,
customsfficersaska Singapore
nationabntransiffrom Brazilto
openhiscarrybag. Inside sound
asleeparetwoLear'smacaws;ne
of theworld'sraresparrots.
TheSingaporeaaserviceman,
produces ChileanCITESpermit

The rare Spix's Macaw

(writtenin Portuguesedbviously
faked,andarguesvith French
officialsthattheyarenotto bother
him asheis onlyin transit.Both
birdsareconfiscatedending
scientifieexaminatiobutmanis
alloweddespiteffenceto leave
with hisflight. Chargemightstill
bepressedlthoughollowupin
Singaportor awildlife offences
questionablgfficient.
Bothbirdshavebeerreadily
identifiedasLearstheyseento be
youngpbirds,andtheyaresincekept
in quarantineTheyareto returnto

Brazilin Julywheraesponsible
authoritiesvill haveto decideon

theirfate.

Thewholesadaffairpinpointshat
trafficeverin therarestand
supposediyell protectedpecies,
is still proceedingMorethan
anythingit tenddo confirm(see
¢.Munn,PsittaScen¥o!7no4
Nov95)whythisspeciess not
recoveringn thewild despitgears
of official protection Trappingds
still goingon,notonlyfor the
BraziliammarkebutalsotheAsiatic
fromwherethebirdscango
wherever...

Asfor this Singaporeait,wasnot
hisfirsttrip; whathepreviously
transportets unknown.

PhotoWorld ParrotTrust
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EXCLUSIVE SALES ITEMS

Above: WPT ChristmasCard from a photographby Bonnie Jay

Youwillfindoumewsales leaflet
in thiseditionof PsittaScené. is

packedvith excitingexclusive
Itemswhichwill makeoriginal
presenttor Birthdaysand
ChristmafostagéSincludedn
alltheprices.
Wehaveaveryattractive
Christmasardthisyearwhich
featuresneof Bonnielay's
delightfuparrotcompositions.
Cardsareavailablet£4.50(US$9)
for apackof ten.Personalisezhrds

canbeprovided?r quantitieever

100provided/ouplaceyourorder
beforelstOctoberPricef 5.00per
10.(US$IO)

Choose "Parrotrooperd™shirt,
speciallyfor ouryounger
supporterdreatyourselto a
WorldParrot Trusiceramieanugor
apackof Habitahotelets.

Sendyourorderto Vicki
WoolcockWorldParrotTrustUK
UK telephon®173675336%r fax
01736756438 reditcards
preferredYourlocalbranchwill be
pleasedio faxrequest® us.

WIN A COPYof

En d an g erdaar rOtSy RosemaryLow

Wehavewo copieof Rosemary
Low's (Endangerd@arrotsjo give
awayto membersThisbookis
essentiakadingdor all those
concernediththeplightof
threateneplarrots.Thisis what
MichaeReynoldsaidabouit
(PsittaScenBovembed 994):
"Endangereddarrotsis
comprehensivegveringvery
endangerespeciesf parrotin the
world.l believat isuniquen this.
Thestyleis crisp packedvith
informationimmenselyeadable
andauthoritativeOperthisbookat

anypageandyouwill befascinated.

Apartfromgivinghistorical
informatiorfollowedby up-to-the-
minutereport®on thecurrenstatus
of eachendangerexgpecies,
Rosemargovershebroadssues
affectingarrotconservationThere
arechapterendeforestatiotthe
extravulnerabilityof island
populationgheroleof aviculturén

conservatiocaptivebreeding,
reintroductiongndmuchmore’.

If youcananswethequestions
belowaboutheTrust,send
youranswert EP
CompetitiolWPT Glanmor !
HouseHayle CornwallTR27
4HY,UK, to arriveby
October5. Simplygive
yournameandaddresand
thequestiomumber

followedby a,borc. The
firsttwocorrecanswers

drawnwill receiveafree

copy. Incidentallyyoucanbuya
copyfromtheTrustpostpaid£21
or $34. Sendyourorderwith
chequeto theaddresgivenabove.
WethankBlandfordCasellfor
donatinghetwo copiedor the
competition.

Questions:

1)Whichof thefollowingspecies
hadthesmallestvild populatlOn
whentheTruststartedo supporthe
conservatioprojecta)Lea
Macawb) EchoParakeat) St.
Vincen®arrot.

2) Thesurvivalbf whichcritically

Uelpus
DOUBLE

OUR
MEMBERSUIP

Asmentionednpagel of
thisissueyweneedo double
ourmembershiplhisis the
quickeswaytoincreaseur
ability toinfluencattitudes
towardgheparrotdeadingo
bettemprospectsf survivafor
wild parrotsandbetter
condltiongor manycaptive
birds.

Soalthouglonthispageve
areusuallyreportingpur
actiongo you,onthisoccasion
weareaskindgor actiorfrom
ourmembersPleasseelout
afellowaviculturistbird club
membemr afriendor
colleaguénteresteth wildlife,
givethemtheenclosed
PARROTPORTFOLICand

askthemtojoin theWorld
ParrotTrust. THANKS!

endangeredacaw

is beingaidedby the Trust'dong-

termscheméo growandtransplant

its foodsourcea)Lear'sMacaw

m Buffon'sMacawc) Red-fronted
acaw?

3) Whichparrotwasthe subjecof
theTrust'dirst specialundto save
oneparticulaspeciesa)Goffin's
Cockatodb) HyacintiMacaw
c¢) MexicanThick-billedParrot?

Resultsvillbepublisheththe
nextssue.



YOUCANHELPUS...

Charleé. Monnlll PhD. AndrevGreenwobtRCVS AodreyReynolds
Foundéfruste®/PT-USA. Foundéfrusteef

Rosemariow Wm.Richard?orterMD DavidWoolcock
DirectoParadiseark. Authoof 'Endangered Directoofthelnternational  CuratoRaradis@ark.

MichaeReynolds
Fonndeof TheéNorld

Senioreseardfiologist. ~WPT-UKnNdVPT-USA. Foundefrusteef Parrotsind20moreparrot _ AviculturistSociety. Foundefrusteef The  ParroTrustHonDirector
WildlifeConservation  Zooandwildlifeveterinary TheWorldParroTrustK. books Editono Foundefrusteef WPT- WorldParrotTrustUK. of WPT-UKTrusteef
Society. consultant. PsittaScene. USA. WPT-USA.

SA/JETHEPARROT

Lear'sviacaw EchoParakeet Red-taileBlackCockatoo Sl.VincenParrot Red-vente@ockatoo Red-tailed Amazon

HyacinttMacaw

Joinus.

Becomamembeof theWorldParroffrustreceive
ourPsittaScermewsletteknowthatyouareactively
contributingpwardsuraims.

Helpfundour ProJects.

Wearecurrentlysupportingarrottonservation,
educatioandwelfargrojectsn Africa,Australia,
Bolivia,Brazil theCaribbearEquadomauritiusNew

AimsoftheTrust.

Thesurvivalof parrot speciesn thewild,andthe
welfare of captive birds.
Thesaimsarepursuedy:-
Educatinghepubliconthethreatso parrots.
Opposingradein wild-caughparrots.
Preservingnadrestoringparrothabitat.
Studyinghestatuf parropopulations.
Encouragintheproductiorof aviary-bredirds.

ZealandRaraguaperuandthePhilippinesYour

generositiowardsheparrotcouldhelpusexpand
currenschemeandstarhewones.

Creatindinksbetweemvicultureandconservation,
Promotindnighstandardis thekeepingf parrots.
Supportingesearcinto veterinargareof parrots.

- YES,.IWANTTOUBLP SAVBTUE PARROT
O F T U B WO R L D Blagmor HouseHayle, Cornwall TR27 4HY]
S;Kpé[hiaNebbPOBox34114]Memphis

SUBSCRIPTION RATES (please tick) Name ... ; b 8184

Address LI BENELUX
’ PierreClaassenBguterstraas,

0 uk andEuropgSinglef15 . , o N 5223gv,s-hertigenbosttetherlands
O CANADA

UKandeurop@amilyj20 , , oo P Mike PearsoOBox29,MountHope |
Ontarid. ORIWO

PLEASE SEND COMPLETED FORM TO
'WORLD PARROT TRUST' AT:-

UNITED KINGDOM

i Zip/Postcode T DENMARK (SCANDINAVIA
O Fe”OV\(LIfeMembeEBSO/US$4OO . P MIverserAI&kemarke@B,ZS%OSoborg.
Corporatg¢Annual) Please chargenyAccessNisacc./No. FRANCE

O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O é&ESI\FA’rAir':l,E;SRuedelaFassierel,514OLngre.

(orequivalenturrencpaymerty Expdate Amourg/USS............... lGTiFYHa'”QSV odest3944625+erne.

AccessNisa/Mastercargferred) Signature | S Freddievirili, viaMatarusv.1033043\imis,Udine.
D AUSTRALIA

Plus donation of £/US$" S OR: | enclosecheque payable to the WPTD PeteSipek,1RosselPl. GlenfieldNSW2167.
AFRICA
Mike PerriuPrivatdBagXOl, Scottsvilld\atal SouttAfrica.
SWITZERLAND
LarsLepperhoffSagemattstra8de3097Liebefeld,

O Al OverseagirmailE17/US$25

| heardaboutthe World ParrotTIUSEIIOM ........c.cooiiiiiiieieceeseee sttt



PARROTS IN TUE WILD

PhotdianaViay

AFRICAN GREY PARROT

Psittacusrithacuserithacus

An ascending flock of Grey Parrots creates a soft palette of grey and red that is reminiscent of an
impressionist painting. Because the Grey Parrot is commonly traded, bred and sold throughout the world,
thewidely-held view of this intelligent, talkative pet is perhaps abit different from this image taken at
Dzanga-Ndoki Park in the Central African Republic. Here at Dzanga Bai, animals including hundreds to
possibly thousands of Grey Parrots gather daily to forage or drink. From mid-June to mid-August 1995, |
studied the behaviour of Grey Parrots at Dzanga-Sangha Reserve to gain knowledge of this species’ not-
well-understood behaviour asit occurs in the wild. The information gathered may provide some insight into
these birds. use of the cognitive capabilities demonstrated by Alex, a Grey Parrot, in laboratory studies by
Irene Pepperberg. This study was made possible principally by the WorldParrot Trust and the International
AviculturistsSociety, and also grants from the University of Arizona and the American Museum of Natural
History. Further details in this issue of PsittaScene. Diana May.
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