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Afri Cca

SlowlyAfricais comingntofocus.
DuringthepasOyeargbefore
whichit wasalmosnon-existent)
parrotonservatidmscentreen
SoutlrAmericalndonesiand
AustraliaThepage®f PsittaScene
havebeerfilled withreportof
projectslesignetb helpthreatened
macawandcockatoosmazons
andeverloriesThewordAfrica
wasnevementioned-hat

continenivasthegreatunknown
wherehestatusf parrotsvas
concerneth theearly1990siews
startedio leakoutof Africa
regardinthedwindlingpopulations
of someof itsfew parrotspecies.
Withdisbeliebnthepartof some,
welearnedhattwo speciesf
lovebirdpothwellknown
aviculturasubjectayere
threatenethatthenominateaceof
theCapeParrotvhich(now
confirmedyvasperhapastrong
speciesyasin dangeButthenews
wasnotsharplyocussed.
ThenProfessavlike Perrinof the
Departmerf ZoologyUniversity
of Natal switchedhisattentiorfirom
mammal® parrotsAndthatwas
thebeginningf afocusonAfrican
parrotsvhichis graduallypecoming
sharpeihecleamicturewill not
emergéor severayearslLastyear
ProfessdPerrinwasinvitedby the
WorldParrotTrusto attendhe

WorldParroSummitio reporton
whatwasknownof thestatu®f

Africanparrots.
Inthisissueparticipants several
conservatigorojectsvill describe
theiraimsAll theprojectsre
designetb providemore
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| N Focus

informatioronparrotstatuand
habitsjn preparatiofor actiorto
conservthemwherenecessary.
DuringthepastyearMike Perrin
hasworkedo establistworld
ParrotTrusifricawhichis a
fledglingorganisatioatthepresent
time.DaveandVeraDennisonyho
produceheSouttAfrican
aviculturamagazinAvizandum,
will assishimin thistask Mike
Perrinwvasthefirst to pointoutthat
theloomingextinctiorof rhinosand
dolphindhasreceivednore
attentiotthantheplightof parrots,
everalthoughin hiswords,
"Parrot@reeconomicallfar more
importantcharismatigandsome
speciearethreatenedith almost
immediatextinction."
Mike Perrin‘'sanswewasto setup
theResearc@entrdor African
ParroConservatiocatthe

Universityn Pietermaritzburg.
Someof its projectareoutlinedn
thearticlesvhichfollow.In
additionthereareplango study
Black-cheekddvebirdé\gapornis
nigrigenisn ZambiaFischer's
Lovebirdg\gapornifischeriin
Tanzaniandthedeclining
MadagascgGrey-headed)
Lovebird$\gapornicanaThe
neeckxistgo liaisewith other
organisation$hiswill havebeen
facilitatedby paperso be presented
atthePan-Africa®rnithological
Congresi® GhanahisOctober.
Legislatioris beingprepareth
SouttAfricato preventhe
exploitatioof andillegaltradein
Africanparrots importandexport.
Mike Perrirbelieveshat
experiencealiculturista&zhocan
makeasignificantontribution
througltaptivdoreedinghoulde
providedvith confiscatehblirds,
suchasCapeParrotsln thecaseof
theGreyParrotcaptivebreeding
providesufficienbirdsto meethe
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pettrade'sdemandsio more
shouldeimportednto South
Africafromcentraleastandwest
Africa.

CAPEHABITATVISITED

In Junethisyear atquiteshort
notice] foundmyselfin South
Africawith twofriendsValMoat
andStaceyselis.Thiswasmorethe
resultof chancéhanlong-term
planningWeenjoyed holiday-
cum-information-seekitnigp whose
highlightwasobservingCape
Parrotsn thewild - albeitbriefly.
My owninterestn thisspecies
datedback20yearqsedsittaScene
May199540l?,n02,page$0-12).
ToSesdt inits naturahabitais
somethingvhichl hadhopedor
for severayearsWithoutMike
Perrin‘shelpit wouldhavebeen
impossible.

After meetindMike near
Pietermaritzburgie weremade
welcomatthehomeof Sharynne

We publish this photograph  as a tribute to Dr.

study of the Cape Parrot was completed.

Ful

by Rosemary

. 4 November 1996

Low'

HearneNextmorningvewere
introducedo Dr ColleerDowns,
widowof thelateOlaf
WirminghausShewasto
accompanys,withMike and

Sharynnegnourfieldtrip. Colleen
hascarriedonherhusbandwork

with theenthusiasavhichhehad

aBpIiedo_ it. Hewastotally ]
absorbeih researcmtothehabits

of theCapeParrotjindeedhisvery
lastwishwasto betakerto their
habitatfo observéhemfor thelast
time.(SeeReporontheCape
ParrotProjectPsittaScene
Novembed 994yol6, no4, page
12)

Olaf'sworkis alsobeing
continuedy CraigSymesyhois
majoringn zoologyandbotanyand
whowashisassistantWVemetCraig

at Creightorin southeriNatalthe
areaonwhichhis studiesire

centredFromthefarmsteadihere
we stayedhepointedo thedistant
continuedon page 2

OlafWirminghaus who died before his

| details on page 13



mountains'Thatis whereveare

going" hetoldus.
Whenwereachetheareaweleft
thevehicleandstartedo climb.lt
wasnotlongbeforewecould
surveytheareaelowus.The
reasoffior thedeclineof theCape
ParrotwasatonceevidentOnly

smallpatchesf forestemairin a
vastseaof cultivation.

Becausescientisthaveonly
recenthydeterminethatit is a
specie its ownright,it hasyetto
begivenendangerestatuor
nominatedbr Appendixt of
CITESButwith suchasmall
populationalimitedareaof
distributionillegaltrappingand
killing by pecamutfarmersit is
clearlyin thiscategory.

As weclimbedCraigpointedbut
anestree.Suchtreesareusually
deadyellow-woodthatemerge
fromthecanopywith a partially
decayedentreTheentrances
usuallylocatecaboutl5mabove
groundScarcityof nestsiteds
almostertainlyoneof themost
importanfactorsn limitingthe
CapeParrot'populatiorAscending
highertheterrairbecamenore
rockyandsteepthenwereachec
grassynclinethatledto thehighest
pointin thatareaFromhereata
heightof 1,760mwelookeddown
intothePodocarpu®rest.

It wasnotabig areaMonocultures
suchaspine,encroacheahtoits
veryedgePineforestsanbe
utilisedby fewbird speciesand
certainlynotby CapeParrotsThis
speciesf Capeunlikethesub-
speciesuahelicusomZimbabwe
anduscicollisromWestfrica,
cannoexistwithoutmontane
yellow-woodPodocarpurests.
TheotherCapeParrotare
primarilylowlanddwellers.

YELLOW-WOODFORESTS

| askedolleerabouthelogging
situatiorin theareavhichwe were
overlookingShetold methatno
loggingof theseyellow-woodbad
occurregincegheearly1950s.
Howevermosbf Natalis either
grasslanayr hasbeerconverteto
monoculturegndagriculturaland.
Fromwherewestoodherewere
farmsteadasndcrop-growingreas,
plusafewpineforestsasfarasthe
eyecouldseeThereareafewsmall
yellow-woodorestsn southern
Natal alsoin theeasterCapeand
throughtheTransketio Karkloof.
Probablyheyhavesurvivednly
becausthesteefsouthfacinglopes
arenotclearedor agricultureso
Colleertoldme.As CapeParrots
arealmostotallydependeminthe

yellowwoodsasafoodsourcethey
cannosurviveelsewhere.

| wasshocketb realisehowsmall
wastheirsurvivindhabitatandhow
vulnerabléheyare.lt is onething

The small areaof yellow-wood
pineplantations.

to readabouit butthefull impact
of thesituatioris felt onlywhen
youareactuallytherehearinghe
melodiacallsof theparrotand
watchinghemflyingin small
groups@bovehecanopyOftenthey
circledor flew a shortiStancéo
returrnto afavouritdruitingtree.
Theirmosimportanfoodtreesare
thoseof Podocarpdalcatus;
P.latifoliusandP.henkelkrealso
usedCraigsaidthattheprotein
contenof thesegyellow-woodruits
is nothigh.Whileyoungarein the
nesttheyhavebeenseenakingthe

seedsf theintroducedcaciaTl hey
alsoeatlarvaan wattletreesand
Proteabuds.

A glimpsef thedistanbirds
througlCraig'sspottingscope
elicitedexclamatiornsf admiration
frommeasl lookedattheirgolden
headsYesgoldenThehead
coloratiorof thisCapeParrois
totallydifferenfromthatof the
othersit alsohasa smallebeak,
especiallin thefemaleAndthe
orang®nthecarpakdgeof the
wingextendéurtherdownwards.
Theorangenthefemale'dorehead

is lesseextensivdn appearandeis
distinctiveandits vocalisationalso

soundedifferento me.
Weweretherein Jungwinter)-
outof thebreedingeasoesting
usuallybeginsn Septembém,adry
seasorgndyoungledgefrom
Decembep March Accordingo
Mike Perrintheyareheavilypreyed
U{_)onby raptorssuchasGoshawks.
hatfirst afternoomewere
watchingaflock of abou®0birds.
Wewerenotawareof thenumber,
of courseuntiltheytookto the
wingandheadeautof theforest,
probablyto aforestpatch
elsewheré.askedraigwho
spendgendaysof everymonthin
thefield studyindhisparrotwhat
wasthelargeshumbehehadever
seenHerecalledvithenthusiasm

thememorabldaywherhesaw

forest (foreground)is surroundedby agricultural land and

PhotdR.Low

120birds.Nevembeforeor sincehas

heseersomany.

Nextmorningve aroset5amand
drovetowardshemountairin the
dark.It wagust startingo getlight,
at6.15amwhenweparkedhe
vehicleandstartedo climb.It was
bitterlycold.ValMoat,whowas
carryingaverylargevideocamera
andtripod,decidecdhotto climbto
thetop.Craigshowedhera
potentiallygoodaredor filming,
wheretheparrotsnightcomen to
drink.Whileweshivere@nthetop
of themountaingverlooking
frost-covereldndscapayith
disappointinglfewviewsof the
parrotsyalandCraighitthe
JackpotNearthedrinkingplace,
Valprocuredhisparrotonfilm -
perhapthefirsttimethishasbeen
achieved andCraigcapturediis
beststill shotseverWehadto listen
to theirtriumphanstoriesallthe
wayhome! .

AS soonaswearrivedn
Pietermaritzburgie changethto
presentabligothesatlightning
speedandhurriedo theUniversity.
Toagatheringf aviculturistand
reseacherkpresentedpapeion
threateneparrotsandtheworkof
theTrustaandanotheonbreeding
theCapeParrotValMoatgavean
excellenillustratedalk onbreeding
Ruppell'®arrotsl continugo be

dellghtedby Val'svideoof theCape
Parrotof southeriNatalandtheir

evocativealls,echoinghroughhe
forest.

It waspleasingo heaffromMike
thathe hadbeerableto usepartof
thefilm whenheappearedn
televisiorto promotehe
conservatioof thiswonderful

parrot.
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TheEcologynd Statusof the CapeParrot

by the late Olaf Wirminghaus

Thenominateaceof theCape
ParrotPoicephalus’ .robustusis
endemito SouthAfrica.lt breeds
onlyin AfromontanBodocarpus
forestabovel ,000myhilethe
subspecid¥. suahelicusyhich
occursiorthandeasof the
Transvaddrakensbefgountains,
occurprimarilyin lowland
woodlandsMorphologicand
colourdifferencesxist.

CapeParropopulationare
decliningn SouttAfrica,mainly

duetoillegalcollectingorthe
aviculturalradgpaseindpresent),

habitatlegradatioandlossof nest
sites.

PROJECAIMS

I, Todeterminthedistribution,
abundan@ndstatusf Cape
parrots2. Todeterminéhedietand
thestatef theirfoodresourceis
thestudyareasandto identifyplant
speciewhicharereliedupon
duringoreeding. If possibleto
determinthenestingequirements
andnestinguccess theirnatural
habitat4. Todesigrapredictive
modetohelpconservationists
gaugearrohabitasuitabilityand
carryingapacityn forestsvhere
introductionarebeingconsidered;
ands. Todeterminareasvhere

CapeParrotsurrentlffacegreatest
survivathreats.

Fieldworkattwo studysiteds
ongoingthoughhebulk of thedata
will beanalysetbwardsheendof

theprojectvhenalargersample
will"havebeercollectedInitial

findingshavebeerveryinteresting,
andtheimportancef yellow-
woodsparticularlyodocarpus
falcatusaforestanopyree for
breedingieedingndsocial
interactiongrebecomingvident.

BREEDINGSUCCESS

Breedinguccesatthetwo study
sitesin 1995basean countsf
juvenilegresentvasverygood.
Thougmocomparativéateexists,
goodrainswerereceivethispast
seasorgontraryo thenear-drought
conditionsf theprevioud Oyears,
andobservetbodavailabilityvas
high. Anotheexcitingind wasthe
recentliscoveryftheimportance
of drinkingsitedor theparrots,
particularhduringhedrywinter
monthavhenverylittle freewater
is available Unllketheirgenerally
raucouvehavioudrinkings a
covertactivitycarriecutat sites

well-shelterediththickvegetation,
andasaresulthasbeeroverlooked.

Thishasimportanimplicationsor
theirconservatiomndmayhelp
explairtheirpeculiadaily
movemergatterns.
lllegalcapturef CapeParrotsn
certanmareass still rife, particularly
in theEasteriCapeProvmceand
negotiationwith conservation
authoritieandprivatebreeder
initiatea captivebreeding
programmarebeingmade.

FIELDWORK

Muchhasbeerearnedofar,
particularifromHlabeniorest
whichis smallhasmanyparrots
andis veryaccessibleMostof the
movemerpatternandregular

birdsmostlyremairperched;all,
preenallopreemestor
occasionallieed. Though
visitatiorrateshavenotbeen
calculatedhbservatiormuggest
highuseof Podocarpuspeciefor
feedingandasperchesThekernels
of mostfruitsarepreferrecdnd

eatenwhiletheexocarps
discarded.

SEASONAYARIATIOAND
PATCHINESEFRUITING
Lealittercollectiongiththeaid
of litterfaltrapg(25perforest)
havéeemadenonthlginceéhe
endfDecemb&Bf93phelp
determirteequalitandjuantity

CapeParrotsfly from their perchesinto the scrub on a slope.They are on their way to a

rock pool, fed by a small stream.

flight path=of theparrothadbeen
workedutby latelastsummer.
Despitdirdsnotbeingmarkedit is
possibléo follow (withtheaidof
binocularsr a spottingscopejhe
movementsf individualor flocks

oncleadaysandatleasthree
forestareknownwherebirds

commutéromandto regularly.
Certairindividual$iave
characteristiellowfeatherin
theirplumageallowingndividual
recognitionSuchmarkingsippear
in approximatel$0%of the
populatioffrommuseunskin
collectionsindfield observations).
Observatioresachmonthhave
provideddataontemporaand
spatiahctivitypatternandfeeding
observationsThismonthlydata
collectiorwillcontinuéor the
duratiorof fieldwork.Preliminary
analysi®asshowrthattheparrots
arestrictlydiurnathoughmost
activeduringthefirst andlastfew
hoursf daylight. Mostfeeding
alsotakelaceduringthistime.
Betweemperiod®f activitythe

Photo: Craig Symes

of fruit in theforesttanopyand
seem$o beworkingwell. Thishas
beersupplementedth visual
assessmerggthefruitingcondition
of markedndividualyellow-wood
treeqPodocarpecienly)This
techniquerovideslataongeneral
fruitingpatternsn thestudyforest.
As moreintra-foresiovemendtata
is collectedit isbecominglearthat
thereareseasongreferencdsr

garticula artsof .thefores.tand

vencertantreesn somanstances.

Litterfallis alreadyootime-
consumingtechniquéor more
litter-trapgo be deployedandother
methodsieedo befound. Visual

phelologicahssessmeotselected,
mdividuaktanopyreesf anumber

of specieperareaof forestsnaybe
oneoption andseemso workwell
forthePodocarpuspecies.

DENSITYESTIMATES
Directcountsanbemaddrom

goodvantag@ointsvhenanumber
of parrotsarem viewatonetime,or
whenthelocation®f a numbenpf

birdsareknownat onetime. Sofar

numbersavebeerhighesin
winterandlowesin springand
earlysummewherbirdsare
breeding Directcountsarealso
effectivefor estimatingumbersf
otherargecanopyirdssuchas
pigeonsandhornbills. It shoulde
notedhatareasvhichhave
seeminglhighnumbersf parrots,
basedncasuabbservatiorare
provingto havesmallbuthighly
activepopulationsith veryfew
breedingairs.

Daily observatiorfsomcliff and
hill lookoutsalsoledtothedirect
discoveryf threenests All nests
seerto date(excepfor onein alive
blackwoodhavebeenn natural
holesn deacemergeranddead
canopytrees.All werePodocarpus.
Thoughmoredatais acquiredrom
otherforestssuchdeadreesarea
scarceesourcé thestudyareas,
andthushaveimportant
conservatiomplicationslf
regeneratioof youngPodocarpus
isprevente¢e.g.tramplindy
cattleandcuttingof polesprolder
treesareselectivelyelledand
removedhismayhaveserious
consequencés parronumbers.

BaseanthelikelihoodhatCape
Parrotarelimitedby thelackof
suitableestsitesasupplementary
nesthollowschemes being
planned20 artificialneshollows
will beputupin oneof thestudy
forestsandmonitoredanonthly.

MORPHOLOGICAANALYSIS

All thecollectionsf CapeParrot
skindn museumis SouthAfrica

(DurbanEast_ondonTransvaal),
andthosédn theBritishMuseuno
NaturaHistory(Tring)were
examinedandmeasuremertéken.
All coloursanda suiteof 18body
measurementererecordedbr
eaclofthe 113specimendata
wasstatisticallgnalysednd
redundantharactenslentified All
threeraceshowedignificant
morphologicalifferencesindthe
nominateacedifferedurtherin
plumageolourandhavingclearly
separatkabitatequirements.

CONSERVATION
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Generdiindingswith conservation
implicationsncludetheimportance
of theyellow-woodt Cape

Parrots.Thesereesarelong-lived,
andoften thetallestreesn the

continuednpage4
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Brown-headeBarrotStudyin southern
M rl Ca- by Stuart Taylor,MSc.BSc.

Withstrictetegislatiorgrastically
reducediabitatsareductiornn
parronumbers SoutrandCentral
Americatheattentiomf
aviculturisteagurnedothe
AfricancontinentLike theGrey
ParroPsittacugrithacugheCape
ParroPoicephalusbustuand
Ruppell'parrotP.rueppelliithe
Brown-headdthrroPoicephalus
cryptoxanthusincreasingl
vulnerabl® habitatossan
fragmentatiofhedgergers.
comm. andalsathewild bird or
aviculturarade.

_AlthougltheBrown-headd®harrot
is describedsacommonmesident
in SouthAfricaandMozambique,
itsgenerdbiologyandecologyare
virtuallyunknowr{Maclear1995).
In ZululandcandtheEastern

Transvadt is largelyconfinedo
conservedreasvherdt coexists

with GreerPigeondrerorcalva,
HornbillsTokuspecieandLouries

Tauracspecieslt is essentidhat
beforeheBrown-headd®arrot

entersheRedDataBook(Brooke
1984)nformatiofis gatherednits
breedingabitsstatugmobility),
habitapreferencemddietary
rangen thewild sothatthe
developmenf aviable
conservatigranand/oa
sustainablervestingrogramme
canbepromulgated.

| proposéo carryouta studyas
partof adoctoratdegre¢o provide

essentiahformatiomntheecology
of Brown-headd®arrots Thiscan

beusedowardsiconservatigolan

Ecology and

forestarethemostfrequentlysed
asdisplayerchesPodocarpus
falcatusando alesseextent
P.latifoliusandP.henkelkirealso
avitalfoodsourceindalmost
exclusivelytilisedvhenin fruit.
Thisis possibhdueto thevolume
of fruit producedindthelengthof
timetheyremairin fruit.
Furthermor@odocarpualcatus
beardruit frommidto latesummer,
andis thusanimportantif not
exclusivelpodsourceluringthe
breedingeasoandfor newly
fledgegbarrots Deadspecimensf
P falcatugemairstandindor a

4

for thespecies northern
KwaZulu-Natal.

OBJECTIVES

1.Todetermine breeding biology
in natural habitat. Thiscanonly
beestablishelay findingand
observingests.Soméreeding
datais availablg¢ForshaviL989,
Maclean995jhoughmore,
informatiorns neededntheir

demographpreedinguccesand
recruifment.

2. Todetermine the nesting
requirementsAs theparrotsannot
maketheirownholesheyrelyon
existingonesthequestioris raised
whetheparrotdensitiearelimited
by thenumbenof availabléolesas
hadbeerfoundwith otherhole-
nestingspeciegNewtonl994).
Thereforé¢henumbersf breeding
pairsin anareawill becounteénd

comparetb thenumbersf
availablendsuitablanesholes.

3. Todetermine if Brown-headed

Parrots are co-operativebreeders.
It is notknownif youngebirds
frompreviouseasonstayon,and
helptheirparentsaisenewchicks
(co-operativereedinghefore
dispersingndfindingtheirown
nestholesandterritories.
Answeringhesequestionwill
requirecapturingtakingblood
samplefromandcolour-tagging
birdssothatindividualsatnestsan
beidentified. Sociabrganisatiois
likely to beimportanandmaybe

Status of the

numbepof yearsandnatural
cavitiesn thesarethepreferred
nestingsitesof CapeParrot¢8 of 9
knownnests).

OBSERVATIONS

A discoveryvasmadeduring
routinemonthlyobservations) a
partof HlabenForesivell
frequentely parrotsduringthe
earlymornings Asfeeding
observationsereusuallynoted,
nothingvassuspectedntil parrots
werenoticedlying fromtheir
perchemtothescrutonaslopea
fewmetresaway.Closdnspection

Although the Brown-headedParrotis describedascommonin SouthAfrica, little is known

aboutit in the wild.
vital to futurereintroductioplans.

4. Todeterminghediet.Dietwill

beestablished thewild byfield
observatiorenddeterminatioof

thenumbersf birdsperterritoryor

home-rangaswell asthepositions
of thetemtorierhome-ranges.
Thetotalduratiorof theproject

will bethregyears.Mostof the
field workwill becarriedburin

northerrKwaZulu-Natal.

REFERENCES:

BrookeRK. (1984)South
AfricanRedDataBook- BirdsS.
Afr. Nat.Sci.ProgRepNo0.97.

Cape Parrot

revealedrockpoolfedbyasmall
streamandwell shieldedby
vegetationSubsequent
observatiortsaveshowrthatthe
parrotglrinkregularlyfor afew
minute®nceaveryoneor twodays,
andthisis atypicallydonewithout
thebirdscalling. Avianpredators
suchasLannefFalconsindBlack

Sparrowhawleecommorin the
forestandriskfromsuchanattack

is verypossibleashasbeen
observedntwooccasionsWith
thearrivalof thedrywinterthe
usualwatersourcelriedup,andthe
parrotavereforcedo fly to another

C.S.I.RPretoria

Forshawd.M.(1989)Parrotof
theWorld LandsdownEditions,
WilloughbyAustralia.

KempA. (1995) CuratorDept.of
Birds, TransvadalluseumPaul
KrugerStreetPretoria.
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Birdsof SoutherAfrica.6th
Edition.TheTrusteesftheJohn

VoelckeBird BookFundCape
Town.

Newtonl.(1994) TheRoleofNest
Sitesn LimitingtheNumbersf
Hole-Nestingirds:A RevievwBioi.
Cons.70,265-276

=continued from page 3

sourc®00mfurtherfromtheforest.

Thispoolwasalsowell shieldetly
vegetatiorgndalsoattractegarrots
fromneighbourintpreststhe
closesbf whichis 15kmaway.
Althoughtheavailabilityof
shelterewatempointsaredifficult

to determingheymayexplain
manyof theinter-forestnovements
observedDateaobtainednayalso
betestedor apredictedncreasm
theamounbf movementsy
parrotgluringthedry monthsyhen
norainsarereceivedgndthewater

availabilityis reduced.



Riippell's Parrot - some early results

byDr. Richard Selman and Margaret Uunter, Universitf NatalSouthMrica

Riippell's Parrot, Poicephalus
rueppellii, isanear endemicin
Namibia, being found in the central
and north-western highlands, but
aso in the far south-west of Angola
With an estimated population of
only 9,000 wild birds in Namibia
and such alimited distribution, there
is growing concern about the
conservation of this species.

In the past Riippell's Parrot has
been rare in aviculture. However it
is considered to be arelatively
difficult parrot speciesto breed and
is therefore a challenge to breeders
with some experience. A recent rise
inthepopul arityof Poicephalus
parrothiasiedto anincreasén
demand for Riippell's which cannot

be met by the small pool of
breeders.

WILD CAUGHT BIRDS

The capture of wild birds isillegal
in Namibia, only captive-bred birds
can be sold. Nonetheless it is clear
that wild-caught birds are getting
onto the market, fuelling fears about
dwindling numbers. Locals report
the loss of parrots from some sites
and declining flock sizes elsewhere,
blaming the illegal capture of wild
birds. This black market trade looks
set to continue, since prices have
risen considerably. A bird may fetch
up to US$800,thoughl have heard
of wild-caught birds in a"sorry
state" being sold in a hotel for as
little as US$30 equivalent and
shipments of dozens and even
hundreds of birds have been
reported. The full scale of the
problem is not known.

A further problem is that the
biology of Riippell's Parrot is
virtually unknown. The current
information is best reviewed by
MK Rowan (Thedovesparrots,
louries and cuckoosof southern
Africa. David Philip 1983).
Conservationmay bestbe effected
by changesdn the law, improvedlaw
enforcement,anincreased
awarenesf the problembothin
Namibia and abroad, or a
programme of well-managezhd
policed sustainablecollection.
However without a knowledgeof
eitherthescale of thetradeorthe
basic ecology of the speciesnho
managemenplan canbe produced.

NEWFIELDPROJECT

| havethereforstartedfield

projecto providesuchinformation
to theNamibiamgovernment,

Juvenile Riippell's Parrot preening after feeding on the red pods of Terminalia prunioides.

workingwithinaresearchroupset
upby ProfessdWl i keerrirof the
UniversityfNatal, SoutAfricato
concentratenthescientifically
neglectedAfrican parrots.| amin
lial sonwiththeMmistryof
EnvironmerandTourismyhichis
presentlyrevisingitslawsonthe
conservatioof wildlife. Progress
hasbeermadéy spendinthe
maximum possibletimein thefield
withthebirds, movingeglylarly
betweethreestudysites. Though
withoutapermanemiasave have
theadvantagef living withthe
birdsandearningrombehaviour
Seerevenfrom our tent during meal
timeslnthiswayagreatdeal of
informatiomasalreadyeen
gathered.willsummarissomeof
themostinterestingesultsofar.

DIET

Seve_ntee_sfpeciesf plantshave
beeridentified nthediet.

Riippell'ssatmostlyfruit endocarps
(especialljcacisandCommiphora

species)but nectari Stakerfrom
mistletodlowersTapinanthus
specieGrewidlowersareeaten
andalsdfoliageatcertairtimesof
theyearThedextrousiseof their
feetandbeakallowsthento tackle

largepodssuchasthoseof the
camethornAcaciaeriolobaandthe
appleingoranareeFaidherbia
albida.Theydrinkatrockpoolsand
springbutartificialsourcesuchas
farmreservoirandwatertroughs,
everswimmingools appeato be
veryimportansincemuchof their

rangdscoveredvith pastoral
farmlandvhereainfallisrestricted

to ashortseasom heuseof
brackisipoold nthewesbf the

Photo: R. Se/man
region may provide saltinthediet.

MATING

MatingwasseerinJanuargand
Februarysummer the"wet"
seasorgndchickswerefledgedy
JuneAviculturistshoweverhave
reportedvinterbreedingpothin
Namibiandabroadhismightbe
explainetby thepatterrof ramfall,
with birds breedingindifferent
monthsfollowingrainfall,butthe
factorscontrollingoreedindpave
notyetbeerdeterminedClutches
of threeto five eggawerdaidinthe
wild wherefive wasnot
exceptionaglthougHt have heardit
israreincaptivity. Predation,
howeveaccountsrmanyosses
of botheggsandchicksTree

snakesnonitolizardspushbabies
anda slendemongooskaveal|
beerseer Nactivenestholes.

Completaestindailurehas
resultedn somecasessoshawks
haveattackeflocksof parrotsat
water-holeshougltdespite
watching many suchattacks| have
not yet seen akill.

MEMBERSCANHELP

Memberganhelpinseveralways.
Weaimto continugheprojecfor
up to threeyearsbut this iS
dependemnfundingAt present
theFoundatiofor Résearchnd
Developmer{BouttAfrica), World
ParrotTrustCanadatheGay
LangmuifTrustandTotal(South
Africa) (Pty)Ltd haveall provided
money but further funds arestill
requiredAlsol wouldlike to hear
fromanyonewho keepsorhas
informatiomm Riippell'sParrots
thepricesandorigmsof | ourbirds,
thepresenavailabilityo! birds,
theirbreedingpistoriesandany
breedinglataPleassendhis
informatiorto: Dr R SelmanPO
Box 18350tjiwarongoNamibia.

Lastly,| urgeanyonduying
Riippell'sParroto makesurethatit
is captive-bredt shouldhave a
closedingof therightsi zegi llegal
traderdavebeerknowntotorce
closeding®ntahefeetof adults).

It is surelyworthpayingextrafor a

captive-bredird m orderto allow
thecontinuedurvivalbf this

speciesnthewild.

Rock Monitor Lizard Varanusexanthematicusin a tree cavity - They climb very high
trees, using their sharp claws, and raid the nests of birds, including Riippell's Parrot.



BreedinRiippe))'dParrot- not~ hard

byVatMoat

In Richardselman'mteresting
articleonRtippell'Parrotin this
issuehestateshatthisspecies
hardto breedPerhapthisis trueof
somavild-caughtirdsbutit does
notapplyto thecaptive-breplairs
whichmyhusbandnd! look after.
Thisarticledescribethebreeding
result§romtwopairswhichare
keptin cagesndoors.

PAIRNUMBERONE.

Bothbirdshavel991rings When
introducedheyseemetb adapto
eaclothewverywell andthemale
begaro feedthefemaleThemale
spensomdimein thenest-boxand
thefemalavouldvisithimthere
fromtimeto time.It wasapparent
whernthefemaléhadlaid,by the
appearanemdodourof herfaeces.
Subsequeinspectionsf thenest-
boxprovedhisto betrue. Theeggs
wereseeron Septemb@8,0ctober
land5 1995Thenest-boxesre
notinspectedailyasRtippell'sare
knowrto bedestructiveo eggsand
youngf disturbedi/rittenmaterial
suggestabatmealwormare

beneficialo breedindrtippell's.
Wherthesavereofferedthebirds

seemedfraidof them soit was

decidetb giveCeDesggfood
instead.

Thefirstchickwasheardn
Octobe?9.0nNovembet two

chicksvereseenTheywere
covereth greydown;onewas
largetharntheotherThreedays
latettheylookedvell andthedown
haddarkened hethirdeggwas
infertilebutwasnotremovedOn
Novembet6thechicksveighed
66.5¢and58g.Theywereringed
with7mm(internatliametenings
(4.5mnwidth) ringsizeR.The
youngesthickwastheidealageto

ring;theoldesthickwasmore
difficult.

FLYINGAT59DAYS

Theywerereareavithoutany
problemgOnewasseerilying -
ratheclumsily at59daysBy
Januargbothyounghadeftthe
nestTheyhadbegurio feedby
usinghefootto holdfood.On
Januarg0theywereremovedrom
theimparentandplacedn awire
cageA newnest-bowasgivento
theparentastheold onewasin
needf repair.

In ordetto sextheyoungones,
featheraerepulledfromtherump
areaWithinthreeweeks

distinctivpatchof greyfeathers

6

wasnoticedsoweconcludethat
bothbirdsweremalesAnother

indicatiorof thiswasthelargesize
of theirheadsindobeaksln 1996
theparentsvereprovidedvith a
newnestboxnJanuarg1.0n
Septemb&8theywereeating
muchcuttlefisbhoneand gnawing
theminerablock.By Octobe#
threeeggdhadbeeriaid.

PAIRNUMBERTWO.

Bothbirdshavel992%ings;theyare
verycompatiblevith aplayful

natureButthemaleis veryquickto
attackhehandhatfeeddiim when

therearechicksn thenest.

Observatioaf thecagds by closed
circuittelevision.Eggswereseen
onDecembet1,13and19.Chicks
hatchednJanuarg and14;one
eggwasinfertile.Thechicksvere
ringedat 17dayswith a7mmring.
Theyweighedl16g35days)and
99g(29days)nFebruaryl2and
123gpnd115geverdaydater.On
March8 (at58and52days}the
youngoneswereseeroutof the

Parent-rearedRiippell's Parrotaged40 days.

nest movingarounctlumsilybut
doingwell. OnApril 3thepairwas

matingTheyoungwerefeeding
well ontheirown.Thenextdaytwo
eggswvereseernin thenestsothe
youngonesveremovedo acage;
theywerel2week®ld. Clean
nestingnaterialvasputin thenest-
box.By April 8therewerefour
moreeggsThefirst chickwasseen
onApn127 thesecon@nthe29th
andthethirdonMay 3. Thefourth

Captive-bredRiippell's Parrotsbelongingto Ron and Val Moat.

Photo: Ron Moat

eggwasinfertile Thefirst chick
wasringedat 19dayld; thiswas
difficult as17dayds thebestage.
Theseyoungweresuccessfully
rearedandappearetb beone
femaleandtwomalesTheywere
removedromtheparentstageon
July 10.

By Augus® thereweretwo eggs
in thenestathirdwasseeron
Augusf7 andafourthonAugust10.
Thefirst chickwasheardnAugust

Photo R. Moat

29.Nestinspectioon Septembér
revealedwo eggsandtwo chicks.
Oneeggwascrackedndcontained
adeacembryaandtheothemwas
infertile. Thechickswereringedon
Septembet4and16andaredoing
well atthetimeof writing.Thusin
lessthanoneyeartwo pairshave
hatche@ndrearedineyoung.
WhosayRtippell'saredifficultto
breed? amsurethegoodresults
areattributabléo thetimeandcare
whichwentinto preparingheir
food.Pairswithyoungarefedthree
timesdaily andreceiveamixtureof
vegetablesoakedeedseggfood
andvarioudruitsandnutsNon-
breedingirdsalsoreceivea varied
diet,withoutthe CeDe=ggfood.

VARIEDDIET

Daily theyreceiveamixtureof
fruits, vegetableslsosunflower
kernelsandpeanutsbtainedrom
healthfoodstoregor human
consumptioanly.Freshdriedor
frozerhawthorrberriessweetorn,
frozermixedvegetablgslusavery
widevarietyof freshfruitsand
vegetablesormthediet.



Research Project on southern Mrican
Par r dS by Luthando Maphasa

Parrotsaireby fartheworld'smost
charismatibirds Dueto their
abilityto mimichumarbeing's
speectgompanionshgnd
longevitytheséirdshavealways
beerchosehypeoplaspets.
Reynold$1994 notedhatoverthe
pasthirtyyearsthedemanébr
parrothagesultedn millionsof
thembeingtakerfromthewild.
Thisongomgelationshipetween
humarbeingandparrotias
resultedh thebirds'existencbeing
threateneasmanypeopleseehem
asitemsof merchandige betraded
for profit.Forotherstheyare
valueccompanionsghileothers
breedhenmm captivityasahobby.
Biologisthaveestimatethatabout
1,000f theworld's9,00bird
speciearethreatenedith
extinctior{fLow 1992).

POPULATIONND TRADE

It is cleathatwidesprealabitat
destructioandenvironmental
degradatiamainlycausetly
increasingumarpopulatiomgrowth
in ThirdWorldcountriesrethe
mairnthreato parrotsAlso,in
recenyearsinternationdtaden
exotidbirdsfor petsandaviculture
hasgrowrgreatlyBeissingef
Buche1992)Parrotsendo be
vulnerabl thepettradebecause
of theirbrightcoloursloud
vocalisatiorendgregariouisabits
%_Snydeetal. 1992).
heseharacteristiosakethem
vulnerabl® shootingndtrapping,
whereatheirattractivenesspets
isrivalledby fewothemild
animalgSnydeetal. 1992).
Reynold$1994hotedhata
gigantidusineskadeerbuilt
aroundheparrotshatcanbe

roughlyestimatedtanannual
valueof onebillionAmerican

dollars.

Althougmearlyall parroexporting
countriearemembersfthe
ConventioonInternationdirade

in EndangerdeloraandFlora
(CITES)andmanyexporting
countriehaveadoptedegulaand
legaltradepracticegshedomestic
andnternationdawswhichare
supposet ensuréhattrappingor
tradedoesotresulin aspecies'
declindavebeerlargelyignored.

Parrotonservatids hinderedby
thefactthatmosispeciearefound
in theThirdWorldwheret is

difficultto employconservation
measurebatwouldbemore

practicaln regionsith greater
economicesourced\brahamson
(1983notedhatin Africathereis
alwaysadesirao protecwildlife,
butthisdesiras temperedythe
realityof povertylrby (1989also
notedthatwherwildlife products
havehighmarketvalue poaching
becomeanincreasingl{empting
activity Evernthoughtheremaybea
stronglesirdo conservparrots,
thegovernmentf manycountries
lackthefinanciabndadministrative
meanso doverymuchto protect
thesespecie¢Snydeetal. 1992).
All thefactorsliScussedbove
makeparrotconservaticamvery

serigugnvirgnmentaroblenthat
needso beaddressau theworld

todayTherearemanypossible
solufionshatcanbeexamined.
Thesencludenhabitapreservation,
sustainablearvesting;aptive
breedinggducatiomndapossible
banonthepettradeTheres alsoa
needo learnabouparrotbiology
soasto preservepeciesgliversity.

GOALSOFTHEPROJECT

Totakemeasures preventhe
drastideclineof parrofpopulations
in southerAfricacausedty habitat

lossor fragmentatioandtheillegal
trade.

Thiswill include:

a)ldentifyinghestatuof parrots
globallyandin Africa(including
Madagascar).

b) Quantifyingheeconomicsf the
aviculturatraden southerAfrica.
c) Reviewof thelegislation
currentlyn placeandhowit canbe
adjustetb improvethedire
situatioriacingsoutherAfrican
parrots.

d) Usingnewtechniquesf
identificatioro assisin controlling
tradeto preveninbreedingn
captivecoloniesindpreservéhe
speciediversityin thewild.
e)Lookingatvaluesndattitudes
localpeopléhaveowardparrots
andtheirutilisation.

f) Determinbowindigenoupeople
canutiliseparrotsn asustainable
way foreconomigainwithout
biologicabver-exploitation.

SPECIFIAIMS

Toexamin@andquantifithestatus
of parrotsn AfricaandMadagascar
in thewild andin captivity.

Thiswill bedoneby cQllating

existingdataonAfricanparrots.
Moreinformations needednthe

statuf differenparrotspecies
bothin thewild andin captive
breedindacilities.Suchinformation
will becomparedith anoverall
pictureof thestatu®f southern
Africanparrotdothin captivityand
in thewlld,andhowtheysurvive
(andareexploited/protected)
relatiorto parrotsn differenparts
of theworld.lIt is alsdmportanto
find outwhichspeciearebeing
tradedandhowthetradedspecies

aresurvivingn theirnatural
habitats.

THEAVICULTURAITRADEIN
SOUTHERMFRICA.

Wewill investigatavhichAfrican
parrotspeciearebeingimportecr
exportedhroughSouttAfrica.
Revenuegenerateldy tradein

indigenoubirdswill beconsidered.

Exactnumberfromtradersand

buyersfindigenouandexotic
birdsandtheirsalevaluewill be
collectedhrougha questionnaire
surveyTheTRAFFICandCITES
rulesregulatinghesaleof both
indigenouandexoticparrotspecies
will needo bereviewedand
currentvildlife traddegislation
examinethoroughlyTheroleof
captivébreedingndits succeswill
beexaminedy datacollectiorthat
looksat theefficiencyand
economicef captivebreedingn
aviculturatrade Sustainable
harvestingnaybeagoodwayof
encouragmipeconservatioof
southerAfricanparrots.
Legislatiodiffersfromcountryto
countryManyThirdWorld
countriesimplylackthefinancial
mean&ndskilledpersonneb
enforcemostof theirlegislation.

Thishasveryseriousmplications
for theparrotrade.Asthe )
Assoclationf ParroConservation
(APC)notedgeverthougmearlyall
theparrotexportingountrieare
membersf CITESandmanyhave
adoptedraderegulationghe
domestiandinternationdhws
whicharesupposet ensur¢hat
tradedoeshotresultin species
declindhavelargelybeen
ineffective. Therds agreaneedo
lookatthewholesystenandhow
lawenforcememanbeimprovedo
bettedealwithillegaltradeof
Africanparrots.

A strategyf howlocalpeople
couldbeencouraged helplaw
enforcemeratndpreventheillegal
tradeof somearrotspecieaeedo
befoundurgently.

Thereemainsaneedor better
methodsf identificationljke the
useof DNAto comparéhe’
differentspeciesr mdividual®f
parrotsandassestheirgeographical
variationin Africa soto prevent
hybridisatioin captivity Tissue
samplebothfromthewild andthe
captlve-reardiirdsneedo be
foundsoasto identifythechances
of inbreedinglepressiathat
captivebreedingnightposeThere
is alsotheneedor studybooksand
theexchangef individuabirds
betweerzoosandaviculturists.
Inbreedingepressioin locally-
keptAustraliamparrotwill be
investigatesincenewbloodhas
notbeerintroducedbr several
decadesyndits effectonparrot
populationassessel.captive
breedingloegesultin lossof
genetiheterozygosity,isthus
importanthatwaysof avoidinghis

continuednpages

Tradein wild-caught Grey Parrotsmay soonbeillegal in SouthAfrica. Aviculturists should

be ableto meetthe demandfor young birds as pets.

PhotoR. Low



The Black-cheeked Lovebird
Agapornisnigrigenis iSan
endangered species and Africa's
most localised parrot. It is a
beautiful bird with adark brown
head contrasting with a bright red
beak, a comical white eyering and a
green body. It inhabits mopane
Chlorospermummopanewoodland,
which is characteristic of low-lying
valleys of southern central Africa.
Mature mopane trees provide
roosting and breeding holes for
lovebirds, and actively suppress
perennial grasses, which alows
annuals to proliferate. These
produce large quantities of seeds
which make up an important

component of the lovebird's diet.
The entire distribution of the

Black-cheeked Lovebird is a

disointed belt of mopane woodland
on aluvia soil. Although the total
area of mopane in south west
Zambia approximates 5500km2, the
actual core distribution of the
species is only 2500km2. Much of
the mopane is now devoid of
lovebirds, which are usually found
near reliable water sources, which
the lovebirds probably use daily.

A. nigrigensiasedo occumore
widely, inthe Bovuand Sinde
catchments and mopane woodlands
east of Livingstone. It is thought
thatdry seasordesiccationcaused
by climatic change has had alasting
impact on its status and distribution,
which has been exacerbated by
serious trading of wild caughbirds.
The Black-cheeked_ovebird was

commonlytargetedby trappers
earliethiscenturysincet provided
financialincomeandreduced
predationon sorghumandmillet
crops.IN192%heMulobezBaw
Mills railway shipped16,000birds
which hadbeencapturedin afour
week period, indicating the scaleof

theformertrade TodaytrappindS
undertakefor localconsumption,
mostlyby non-specifisnareset
aroundvatersourceandgrain
heaps.

CO-ORDINATERAPTIVE
BREEDING
SinceBlack-cheekddvebirdsare
rardnavicultureto preventheir
disappearaneeo-ordinated
captivebreedingpolicyis essential.
Thisshouldleveloaco-operative,
mutuallybeneficiabreeding
schemeanda studbook at national
andinternationdévels.
TheWorldConservatiodnion

(IUCN)recognisethethreato the
viability of thewild population,and
thepossibleextinction of the
speciesinthewild. It hasidentified
asaprioritytheneed"to ascertain
the presentdistribution and statusof

The Black-cheekedLovebird is Africa’'s mostlocalised parrot.

the species;to identifyandeval uate
all threatslimitingthe population's
recovery;andto preparea
conservationstrategy” A studyis
requiredthat will parallel and

emul atethe recent study of the
statusof Fischer'sLovebirdin
Tanzania.

AIMS OFPROJECT

ProfessavlikePerrin of the World

Parrot TrustAfrica ispresently
raising funds to undertake this
researclThespecificaimsof the

project areto assessthe presentday
distribution and abundanceof the

birds in relation to historical records
and to determine demographic and
population trends using repeatable

census techniques. Habitat
requirements (including diets and
nest sites) will be identified and
quantified while habitatpreferences

PhotdR.Low
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Mike Perrin

will be modelledinrelationto
landscapeel ementsandland-use
patterns. Oncespatial andtemporal
changesin densityhavebeen
determinedit will be necessaryto
study the mobilityand movements
of thebirdsand their use of space,
beit homerangeor territory Key
factors such as nest holes,
competition and predation limiting
density and growth will be
identified. Questions will be asked
about the social organisation of the
lovebirds, including: What is the
optimal size of a colony? Does
flocking reduce predation, permit
the tracking of food resources, and
increase reproductive success? It
will be necessary to assess levels of
inbreeding and hybridisation using
molecular techniques and to
determine what effect they have had
on population viability. Itis very
important to examine the feasibility
of mdigenous people sustainably
harvesting a captive population of
birds for legal mternational trade.

ACTION PLAN

Similarly, procedures will be
definedthat will enablethelocal
people to monitor the long term
population dynamics of these small

parrots, and the trade in Black-
cheekedLovebirds. The culmination

of the researchwillbethe

generationof a conservationaction
plan that is ecologicallysoundand
economicallyrealistic.

If youareinteresteththebiology
andconservatioof Africanparrots,

leaseontacMikePerriretthe

esearchCentrefor AfricanParrot
ConservatioRrivateBagXO!,
Scottsville3209 Natal,South
Africa.

ResearCﬁr"‘jeCtO nsouthertMricanParrots .continuefrompage?

befound(e.gby exchangand
controlletranslocations).

Itisessentialthat |ocal
communitiesre giventhefull
responsibilityfor conservingnature
intheiflocal areas Community-
basednanagemenbrksestwhen
thereisabettetinderstandingof the
valuesindattitudepeoplattacho
. theresourcesntheirareas This

will improveelationshipsiththe
conservatidrodiesThiswill have

adirecteffectonhowsucha

resourcésbeingexploitedhere
needs$o bea surveythatlooksat
whatvaluepeoplattacho the
parrotaandtheirhabitats/viability,
andtheirattitudesowardheparrot
andparrotrade Thiswill helpin
educatingeopleandthe
conservatioagencieabouthe

needobetteutilisetheesourde.

guestionnasarvewillbecarried
outtargetinghepeoplevhoare

mostlikely to be affectedby the
parrot trade, e.g.indigenoupeople
mruralaress, parrobreederand
legal/illegal traders.

Finaly, the study provides
recommendationsof how

indigenouspeople andthe
qualified/expenencedbird breeders
can utilise £arrots  sustainably. The
projectwil'lookat how local
peoplecansuccessfullytilise/breed
parrotdor thepettradeand

aviculturists, andwill consider re-
introductiomethodshathavebeen
successfalsewhere.

Thepossibilitiesf eco-tourism
and its success in preserving not
onlytheparrotdutalsotheir
habitatwill beinvestigatednd
assesseAlsobettemwvaysfor con-
servatjomodies|ocalpeopleand
bodiedikeCITESandTRAFFICto

stoptheillegaltradeof parrotwill
beexamined.



More Wild Echo Parakeets Found

Reportfromthe Bchoteam

Thel996/9EchoParakeet

Psittacul@quedreedingeasoim

Mauritiugs shapingipto bemost
successful.

Fieldworkstarte@nemonth

earliethis seasofAugustather
thantheusualSeptembet) search
suitablarea®f theBlackRiver
GorgedationaParkfor Echos.
Largearea®ftheParkhadnotbeen
surveyeébr breedingchobefore.
Sofarwehaveocatedour
previouslyinknowtbreeding
groupsvhichexceededlll
expectationdVehavealsofound
twonewbreedingroupsvithinthe
knowrbreedingange.Thisbrings
thenumbeof activewild breeding
groupso 13,almostoublinghe
severknownlastseasonkurther
breedingroupsnaystill be
discoveredswehavenotyet
S'?ﬁéﬁ/rl]gﬁd Ji%%%f!ﬁ%ﬁundation
(MWF)(recentlyenamedjas
madeheEchaheirpriorityproject
fortheseasonThefieldteanis
leadbyRacheShortemndMike
ThorsefromNewZealanavho
bothworkedviththeEchodast
seasoandhavebothworkednthe
Kakapdtrigopsiabroptilus

programmi@ NewZealandThe
otheteanmemberareGraeme

Buchanainom Scotlanavhoalso
workedvith Echodastseasor§am
WilliamdromEnglandvhobreeds
parrotandis abouto embarlona
universitglegreeandVicky Jones
fromEnglandvhoworkedor
MWFwith PinkPigeonfor the
pastyear.Vickyis fundedrom
moneydonatethythe WorldParrot
TrustUSAandthisextrahelphas
certainlyprovedecessaryOther

MWF staffareoncallto hel~outif
neededAll ourworkis camedout

in closecollaboratiowiththe
GovernmeriNationaParkand
Conservatidbervice).

FUTUREACTION

Themainfocusoftheprojects to
maximis&choproductivityTo

achievéhisthefollowingactions
will beundertaken:-

1.Locatall wild nestsAll nests

arethenriggedwith climbinggear,
andf necessarfneentrances

enlargedraccesdoordittedto
allowusaccess.

2.Firstclutcheareremovedrom
selectetreedingroupsviththe
purposefinitiatingdouble

clutching.'l'heﬂrogenyromthese
harvestedutchewill eithebe

hand-reareat raisedy Ringneck

EchoParakeels in thewild: male on left, femaleon right.

ParakedbstemparentattheGerald
DurrellEndemidVildlife Sanctuary
(GDEWS).Secondlutchesvill be
leftwiththeparent$orear.
3.Eachwild neswill berestricted
to amaximunof two nestlingsis
wild Echoparentseenunabldo
rearmorethantwo chicks.Any
surpluswill beredistributetb other
wild nest®rrearedit GDEWS.
Everyeffortwill bemaddo ensure
allwild nestdledgeatleastone
chickevenf wehaveto

supplementafgedthechickin-
situ.

4., All activenestaremonitored

daily. Nestlingsreweighed,
inspectetbr nestly larvaeand
generahealtmotedsowecan

intervendf thereareanyproblems.
NESTSTREATED

5. Nestliningsarechangeévery
threedaysduringhenestlingphase.
Thisliningconsistsf hardwood
shavingtreatedvith insecticidéto
proteciagaingparasitegnd
fungicide.Cavitiesrealsoweather
proofedvherenecessary.

6. All activenestsareintensively
protecteétfompredatiotby ratsby
apoisorgrid extendind 0Ometres
fromthenestree,andsaturating
theareaaroundhenestreewith
snap-traps.

7. Thefirstreleasef captive
rearedEchdledglingss planned
for December-Januafhiswill be
undertakeby KathryrMurrayfrom
Englandvhotrialedthetechniques
usingRingneclkParakeetast
season.

8. If possiblevewouldliketo
manipulatevild nestsotheyfledge
asmanyfemalechicksaspossible

Photo: T Lovegrove

in anattempto rectifythecurrent
seximbalancef 2.4maleger
female.

9. AsmanyEchosaspossibleavill

be capture@ndringedwithunique
colourcombinationr future

identification Asthesamdime
bloodsamplefor diseasscreening,
genetistudiesandin thecaseof
nestlingssexingarealsotaken.
10.JimGroombridgatthe
Instituteof Zoologyill Londonis
undertaking PhDthesionthe

geneticef EchosPinkPigeons,
andMauritiuKestreldo look at

populatiomgeneticandtheeffects

A memberof the Mauritius team climbs to inspecta nestcavity.

of populatiorbottlenecksThis
informatiorwill allowbettegenetic

managemenf thewild population
andmayalsogiveanindicatiorof
therolesof 'extra'malesn the

breedingroups.
11.Dr AndrewGreenwoodf the

InternationaZooVeterinargroup,
WPT'sconsultantetandconsultant
to theEchoParakegqdrojectwill
agairbevisitingtheprojectin
December.

THANKSTOWPT

A verylargethankgo theWPTfor
theirsupporbothfinanciallyand
advisoryverthepastseasonand
hopefullyintothefuture. The
progressnadeoverthelastfew
seasonsasbeensubstantialyhich
hasbeerdueto thesupporof the
WPT.

As of 20thOctober 996severof

thewild breedingroupsaveaid.
Fourof thesecluichehavebeen

harvestedheeldestwoeggshave
justhatche@ttheGDEWSandthe

nexttwo arepipping. Weexpect
thefirst chigﬁsrlpr?thgwild intwo

weeks.Echoglo notappeato have
anyfertility problemssofar all the
eggshavebeerfertile.

Here'shopingthegoodseason

continuesFurtheupdatewill be
sentastheseasoprogresses.

Photo: A. Greenwood



Study of the Cuban Parakeet o rosmaie snan

TheCubarParakeatasonce

abundargndwidespreaid Cuba
andthelslalela Juventud
(fonnerlyisleof Pines)YBarbour
1943).In thenineteentbentury,
Gundlacli1893yeportedhe
specieffomtheCienagaeZapata,
TrinidadMountaingills of
Bayamoandmountainsf
Guantanamdt disappeardtbm
thelsladela Juventudoorafter
thebeginningf thetwentieth
centu%Bang)sm_dZap ey1905).
In 1951t waSoelievedhatthe
parakegiopulatioin theCienaga
deZapatavastheonly onewestof

CamagiiefBarboud 943).It was
thenstill commorin theforestof

theGuantananiasinandin the
mountainsearTrinidadandsouth

of Camanayag(@Barbou 943).
Davis(1941notecparakeet

ﬁ)_opulationaround:ienfuegos,
nnidadMlountainsandthe

southerBanctBpiritugprovince
(Guasimal)Currentlysmall
isolateghopulationsf theparakeet
persisin severdbcationsyith
populatioeentrei theCienagde
ZapataCamagiieyzuantanamo,
andOrienteorovincgGarridand
GarcidMontand 975Garcia
Montand 980Wiley 1991)It is
consideredrethroughoutsrange
(GarridandGarciavlontanal 975)
andhasundergonanalarming
declinen numberéWiley 1991).
Barbouf1943)statedheparakeet
requiresirginforest. It inhabits
thewilder heavilyforested
mountaingutit alsaccursn
palmsavanng8ond1965).Little
ISknownofthespeciebiology.
Unliketheparrottheparakeet
seem® beamoresociakpecies,
nestingndroostingn flocksin
appropriateabitats Alsounlike

theCubarParrottheparakeaises
tennitariaandholesin caveand

cliff facesn additiorto tree
cavitiemsnestsitegGalveand
Wiley,unpubldta).
TheCubarParakedtasbeera
populacagebird,whichhas
contributetbits decling Todd
1916Barboul943Garcia
Montand 980).Gundlaci{1893)
hadpredictethat,atits rateof
harvestor cagebirds theformerly
abundargarakeetouldsoon
disappedromthelsladela
JuventudApparentlyhat
predictionvassoorfulfilled (Bangs
andZappey 905).Nevertheless,
themaincausef its declinéhas
beerarge-scalgestructionf
forestgBarbou943delasPozas
andGonzale1984Wiley 1991).

10

Cub&hasundergonextensive
conversioof naturaforestgo

cultivatiorandpasturesin 1812,
90%o0f Cubawvascovereavith
naturaforestgInstitutcCubanale
Geodesip Cartograffid 978).

Lessthan100yeardater 54%was
still in naturaforest.Habitat

destructiohassincebeereven

moreextensivegndonly small
remnantsf theoriginalforestsiow
survive.By 1975Just18%of the
islandwvascoveretby forests
(InstitutacCubanaeGeodesig
Cartografid 978).

CUBANPARAKEETPROPOSAL

Withouta conservatiogprogramme
basednsoundiologicablatathis
speciewill likely undergdurther

The CubanParakeetor Canureis rarein the wild andin aviculture.

populatiomleclinedpcal
extirpationsf populationsand
perhapwiill becomextinctwithin
thenextcentury Weproposéo
determinéhepresenstatusand
distributiorof theCubarParakeet,
andcomparéhatinformatiorwith
whatis knownof populationgithin
thehistoricaperiod. Thisdata,
whenanalyseth viewof datawe
will havecollectednthespecies'
ecologyndeffectf interaction
withhumansgndtheiractivities,
will providebackgrounfbr the

developmenf biologicallysound
conservatiacommendatiOns.

Sucleffectiveecommendatioase

theoveraﬁoalof thisproject.
OBJECTIVES
|.TodeterminéheCuban

Parakeetstatusnddistributionn

Cubaparticularlyherehe
healthiegtopulationkavebeen

reported. ) )
.Tocharacteridwmbitabf the

parakeetncludingoreeding,

feedingandroostindhabitats.
3.Todetennin¢hedietand
foragingecologyof theparakeet.
4. Toinvestigatéhespecies'
breedindpiology.
5. Toexamingheecologyof the
parakeetyithemphasisen

competitivandpredatory
interactions.

6.Todetermineausesfthe

parakeet'declinefromwhicha
strategyor its conservatiocanbe
developed.

PROCEDURES

ObjectiveNo. 1. Knownformer
andcurrenhabitat®f parakeets
will bevisitedandpopulation
surveysonductedExtensive
populatiorsurveysvill be

Photo: R. Low

conductedt severasiteswhere

recenteportavesuggested
sizeabl@opulatiorof parakeets,
includingionteCabaniguan
NaturalArea(south-easteooastal
Cuba)CubanacaNaturalArea,
EscambraiaturaArea
(CienfuegosgndLa BelerNatural
Area(east-centr&luba).
Populatiosurveywill bemade
usingtechniquedevelopetbr
parrotsn thelsladela Juventid
(Galvezandwiley,unpublished
data).Surveysvill beconcentrated
in earlymorningandevenindiours
atovernightoostsites.All sites
usedby parakeetwill bereferenced
to 1:25000maps.

ObjectiveNo.2: Habitatwill be
evaluateébr dominantreeand
understorgpeciegswellas
physicatharacteristicéesting
habitatithinalOmcircularnest-
centregblotwill becharacterised
speciegphysicatlimensionsnd
ecologyof cavityuse:e.g.cavities

fonnedthrougmaturatlecayor are
usurpedromfrimarycavitynesters
in treeslife 0! cavitiescompetition.
ObjectiveNo. 3: Intensivetudies
of parakeedietwill beundertaken,
usingtechniquesf examining
feedmdirds,samplingrop
contentsf chicks andrelating
theseao phenologicatudie®fthe
majorfoodspecies thearea.

ObjectiveNo. 4: Breeding
behaviouof theparakeewill be
investigatedsingblindslocated
nearactivenest§Snydeetal.
1987).Full dayobservatiorst
selectedestswill bemadeo study
parakeeactivities.

ObjectiveNo.5: Ecological
studie®f parakeetwill emphasise
inter-andmtra-specifidnteractions
aroundctiveparakeatestswith
particulainteresin competition
among arake@airsiestinip
colomasituationgpossibl@estsite
competitorgndidentificatiorand
effectof predatorenparakeet
populations.

ObjectiveNo. 6: Datagathereds
in Objectivass willbeusedlong
with informatiogathereduring
interviewswithlocalbiologistand
residentto determineausesf the
parakeet'declinefromwhicha
planfor its conservationill be
developed.

PROPOSEBCHEDULE
First Year: Studieswill be

concentratdad palmsavanna
habitabf east-centr&@ubawhere
goodpopulationsf parakeetsccur
with populationsf CubarParrots.
Theregffortsto surveypopulation
sizeanddistributionaSweél bs
studyaspectef thebiologyof both
speciegsanbe moreeconomically
perfonnedviththelimited
Personn_ev,ehiculasupportand
imeavailablefor the
investigationdlf opportunitarises,
andtheeffortwillnotcompromise
on-goingvork, wewilkurveyther
population®or parakeetBImds
andtree-topookoutsvillbe
establishad themajorstudyarea
forinvestigatiorsf parakeet
behaviouandecology.
Secona@ndthird years:Workon
thestatusdistributionandbiology’
(emphasisingree~indpiology)will

contmuatthemamstudyarean
east-centr&uba. Moreeftortwill

bemadeo locateandcharacterise

additionapopulatiows parakeets
In centrahndeastergutia.



TheComplexitiesf FeatherPicking......

Duringconsultatiorendseminars,
| amoftenaskedo providea
solutiorfor featheplucking
problemén companigparrots |
canshardelpfuiinformatiobut
absolutsolutionareusually
difficult. Parrotsarelyindulgen
feathedestructivieehavioumor
justonereasonThereareprobably
asmanycomplexitie®feather
pickingasthereareparrotsvho
pick. Tosomalegredifferent
speciesf parrotsnayhavediverse
causativéactorghatinfluence
featheproblemsndcertainlythe
agethag)ick_ingstartﬁawdgreat
dealto dowithitsreasonsl
believdt is absolutelgssentia~that
parrotsvhohavestarteglucking
beseerby aknowledgeabéyian
veterinariaassooraspossible.
Evenf thetestresultshowa
physicahealttproblem|,
encouragearrobwners$o optimise
theirparrot'environmenftThis
includesdiscussioabouproper
diet,frequenshoweringyood
lighting cagesizeandthe
necessitiexf playandexercise.
Improvinghelasiaares always
animportarstepwith anyhealth

problenwhetheit is physicabr
emotional.

PRESSURES

Parrotgvolvedn anenvironment

vastlydifferenthanthatwhichwe
canpossiblyproviddor them.
Manypressurebpthphysicahnd
emotionaplayarolein feather
picking. Someheorieabouthis
topicarefartoosimplisti@smost
featheproblembavea
combinationfinfluencesFor
exampléheramparnver-
generalisatighatpluckings
causedimplyby sexualrustration
is absoluteonsenséVhileactual
sexuafrustratiomayplaysome
rolein feathepickinghatbeginsn
maturebirds thevasimajorityof
companioparrotsvhopluck
exhibitaspectsf thisbehaviouas
youngpirdslongbeforesexual
factorexertaninfluenceManyof
theparrotsvhodevelopehavioural
pickingpatterntavebeerpoorly
socialisedhaveexperiencedw
rulesandlittle guidancesxhibit
somehobidehaviourgndare
overdependeoitheirhuman
ownersWhilereachingexual
maturitymayexacerbaf@oblems
thatalreadyexistin acompanion
parrotjt is rarelytheprimarycause

of suchproblemslt is unusudior
seriouseathedestructive

behaviouto occurin well-nurtured
parrotsvhoexperienceptimalcare
andhavebeemaisedvithrulesand
guidance.

| believehattheinitial causef a
greatdealbf picking,especiallin
handieddomestibirds,is physical
with behaviouplayingapartin its
continuationPhysicatausesan
includediseasdraumatidénjury,
malnutritionpoorphysicatare,
allergiesand/ola substandard
environmentAllergiesandsevere
stressnayalsoresultin feather
pickingepisodesSeveratlientsof
minehaveparrotghatstarted
pickingafterearthquakesd
severastorms.Interestingly
enoughin manycase# did not
appeato betheactuaktres®f the
earthquakimatcausethepicking.
Thecontinuastressf aftershocks
wasthefactorto manybirds.
Parrothiaveencapsulateerve
bundlesn theirlegjointsthatseem
to actasvibratiordetectors.

Consequenttiieyarehighly
sensitivéo vibration.| knowof

Par_rotsrvhostarteqbluckingwhen
heirownersnovedo downstairs

apartmentr nextto afreeway.
Parrotarealsohighlyempathlc,

ickinguptheirowner'snergyn
imesof stress.

ALLERGIES

Allergiesjncludingoodallergies,
householdust,andseasonal
allergieso pollenor mouldspores
maybeacausef pickingin some
birds. Foodallergiesnayalsobea
significanfactor.| personally
questiontheuseof somdood
additivesparticularhartificialfood
colouringnthemanufacturef
pelletedlietsandwon'tfeedthem
to my birds. Somebirdsmayhave
negativehysicateactionto
componenis otherfoodsand
dietarysupplementdt is however,
difficult to pinpointheexactause
of foodrelatedllergies.

Any physicalnjuryislikely to
cau)slcg b¥rd to chJtr%rits fea>t/herm
theareaof thetrauma.Thisis
actuallyafrequentausdor the
onsebf feathepickingin many
birds. Howeverthemajorityof
birdswhobegarocalpluckingof
aninjuredareawill rarelycontinue
pluckingunles®therfactorsare
involved.Although generallglo
notthinkcollarsarehelpfulin
stoppindpabituapluckingtheycan
beusefuin keepingbirdfrom

botheringninjurywhilstit heals.
Thesuccessf collarfroma

Sally Blanchardis aleading parrot behaviouristin the USA.

behaviourglointof viewdependa
greatdealbbnwhetheprnotthe
parrotacceptsvearingone. Some
birdsadjusguicklywith little
traumavhile othersufferproblems
thatmaybemoreserioushanthe
pickingwhenforcedo weara
collar.

Oneof themajorcausesf injury
pluckingn youngpirdsis afall in
thecagewhichoftenendsupin a
thrashingpisodeYoungparrots
fall in or off theircagedor avariety
of reasonsnosiof whichare

reventableTrimminghetoenails

ooshorteforethebalanceskills
aredevelopedanbeone
contributoryactor.Manyyoung
birds particularlyGreys,are
clumsyandneedspecial

considerationstil theydevelop
theirbalancekills.

FIRSTFLIGHTS

Parrotsvhowouldnormallybe
fledgingandtakingtheirfirst flights
shouldchevebeallowedntopof
theircage®r othethighplacesf
theirwingsaretrimmed.lt seems
to beinstinctiveor birdsatthis
stagdo fly whenstartledr excited
andabirdwhocannofly mayend
up seriouslynjured. If ayoung
birdfalls ontothetipsofhislong
shaftedvingor tail featherghey
canbejammedipintothefollicles
creatindruising.Thistypeof
injury cancausebirdto bothetthe

feathergxcessivelpftenresulting
in theirdestructionAn all too

Photo: R. Low

commonnjury occuravhena
youngGreyleapsromthecageor
play-gyntop andplummetso the
groundike aleadballoonjanding
off balancenits breastbone,
splittingthe skin.

In thewild, youngparrotsvhoare
startlecbr becomarfraideithethide
or flyaway fromthesituation
usuallywith theguidancef their
parents.In captivityabird may
instinctivelyattemptofly but,
insteadwill endup crashingnto
theircagetanglingtheirwingsand
tailsin thecagebarsandgrate.For
thisreasonit is importanthatthe
cagebarspacindpeappropriatr
thesizeof thebird. If thebarsare
toowide,it is possibléor awingto
becomewistecbetweerthem
causingnoreseriousnjury. Grates
in thebottomof thecageare
particularlydangerouatthistime.

I highlyrecommengmovinghem
or paddinghebottomof thecagdo
preventnjuryto ayoungparrot.

Tooseverawingtrim seem$o
alsobeaphysicatausef feather
picking. Of coursehavingclipped
wingsis atotallyunnaturadituation
for anybird. Thisdoesiotmean
we shoulchottrim ourparrots’
wings;it meansve shouldakecare
in thewaytheyaretrimmed.l have
particulariyobserveg@arrotsvho
beginto bothettheirfeathersvhen
theflightshavebeertrimmedoo

closeto thefollicles(upundethe
covertsprwhenthesecondaries

continuednpagel2
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The Complexities of Feather Picking - continuedfrompage 11

closgothebodyhavebeercut.

TWOMAJORPHYSICAL
CAUSES

| believeaftertalkingto hundreds
of ownersvhoownpluckingoirds,
thattwo of themajomphysical
causearestillinadequatdietand
notenougumidityand/oibaths.
CalciumandvitaminA deficiencies
arestill a seriousealttproblenin
parrotsvhoarefedaprimarilyseed
dietortoomuchhumarunk food.
Thesdwonutrientsireessentigbr
thepropegrowthandconditiorof
tissueskin,andfeathers.
Convertindirdsto a quality
ﬁelIetedjietand/0|_feeding1ealthy
umarfoodsandwith

supplementatifor abalancediet
canmakeavastifferencén skin
andfeathequality. Withthe
knowledgere havenowabout
propemviamutritiontheres
absolutelpoexcuséorfeedinga
predominantlseedliet. It is
nutritionahbusendanyonavho
tellsyouotherwisés ignoranof the
facts. Petstoreshatstill wean

babieso aseed-onlgietor
recommenskedisatotaldietcan
onlybemotivatethy greecand/or
slothsincetheprofitmargironseed
is greatethanJusiaboutnyother
bird-relategroduct.t is possible
to converainybirdto abettediet

with patiencandtheright
information.

SEASONAPICKERS

Yearounddailymistingwith plain
watemplusaonceaweekdrenching
(notdrowningpreessentidbr

arrot'sespiratorhealthand
eathecondition.In mostarea®f

NorthAmericaywesetour
thermostatsghin thewinterand
mostheatingystemdry theair
considerablyWhertheair
becomesodry,wemaygetall
sortsof symptomsicludingdry
skinandnosebleedd.hesame
dryingoftheskinandmucous
membranexcumwith parrots
causinghemahostof health
problemsSomeparrotseento be
seasonaickerspluckingonly
duringthewinterwhertheartificial
headrieshemuplike little raisins.
A "real"bathwith detergemhaybe
necessannly)f abird'sfeathers
becomeeverelgoiledr greasy

for someaeasonThesoapsrinsed
fromthefeathersOwnersind

veterinariarshouldonsidethe
possibilityof a contaminamnthe
featherbeforestartingxtensive

drugtherapies.
Weall knowbirdsshouldhave

goodighting howevetthatcan
meardifferenthingso different

12

Beople.Manyof thehomed have
eenn donothavesufficient
lightingfor thebirds. Evenabird
whois nextto awindowprobably
doesothaveadequatigght. Our
eyeqquicklyadjusto thelevelof
lightin ourhousesndwemay
thinkit is goodenougtfor thebirds.
Notonlyisit humidmthe
equatorlakinforesthelightis also
intenselt isamazingvhata
differenceropetightingcanmake
in theconditiorof ourcaptive
parrots.

Parrotglonotjust mimic
vocalisationtheyalsoemulate
bodylanguagandbehaviours.
Youngparrotglearlylearnfromthe
examplef othersandevenolder
birdsmaytakeuphabitgheysee
exhibitedn otherbirds.

Consequentlherds nodoubin

overprotecteghdpoorlysocialised
maynotreactvell to anynew
situationgspeciallyf it harpens
suddenlylf thechangeserlously
threatenthebird'ssensef

securityphobidehavioumay
resultin feathemutilation.In
youngparrotstraumatior
aggressiveandlingcanalsobea
factorin picking.lt isimportanto
protecanyyoungpirdfromany
threateningxperience.

INSECURITY

Somepeoplarivetheirparrots
crazy.Teasingaggressive
behaviougontinuatonfrontation,
or constanarguingromhumans
cancauseénsecurityn parrotghat
couldleadto picking. Ourmajor
goalfor ourparrotshouldeto
helpthemto besecurén our

Year round daily misting with plain water is essential for health and feather condition.

my mindthatsomeparrotstart
pickingtheirfeathersifterwatching
othemparrotpick. As| stated
beforefindinga matefor a
pluckingparrobftenresultsn that
parroipluckingts mateor teaching
its newmateto pluck

In mostcase$eathepickingis
causetly acomplexcombination
of physicahndbehaviouralauses.
Theprimarybehaviourahfluence
is attentiopaidto thebird whenit
is picking. A birdwhostarts
pluckingoecausef a simpleénsect
bitemaydevelo@mhabituapattern
if theownempaysattentiono it
evernytimeit messewithits
feathersWhilepickingbirds
certainlyneechurturingand
attentiorffromtheirownerso feel

securdt isimportanhotto give
themthatattentioraroundheir
pickingbehaviour.
Graduathangéyitselfshould
notcausenouglof atraumdo
starta feathepickingepisode.
Howevermarrotsvhohavebeen

homes.

Basicallyparrotglonot
automaticallignownhowto adapt
to theirlife in alivingroom. We
needo teachthemhowto begood
pets. If wedon'tguidetheir
behavioufromthetimetheywould
naturallystartexploringheir
environmenparrotsaisedor the
pettradecanbeginto showserious
behaviouralysfunctionThese
problemsrerarelyapparenintil
theyoungbirdsstarto reacttheir

independenstageOneof the
manifestatiors thisbehavioural

confusiorcanbefeathepicking. It
appearthatmostpluckingrelated
to poorearlysocialisatiowill start
bYdthetimeaparroﬁs twoyears
old.

Themajorityof peoplevho
consulwithmeareundethe
erroneoupresumptiothattheir
parrotanuste unhappyf they
pick. Thisisnotnecessarilyue. |
knowof manycontentegarrots
thatplayhappilyJoveto be

cuddled¢hattetoquaciouslynd
picktheirfeathersThemost
Importanadvicd cangivethe
ownerof pluckingirds,whetheit
is fromphysicabr behavioural
causegorboth)jstototallyignore
theirbirdwhenit picks. Givehim
lotsof loveandnurturingttention
butignorethepicking. Parrotgan
behighlymampulativandf they
receiveattentiorfior abehaviour,
theywill continuet for attentiormas
[or]tg; aswegivethemaninvestment
init.

As with all suchproblemgyeating
thesymptomis lesseffectivehan
solvingtheunderlyingauseThe
underlyingausef most
behaviouradroblemé companion
parrotss a confusedirdin control
of hisownlife doingamiserable
job of it. Withveryconfusedr
phobichirdswhopluck,workingto
mcreastheirsensef securitys
essentialGivingcleamessages
with verbatommandanddefining
periodf attentiorandcagetime-
outswill helpdevelomsensef
independende spoiledirds.
Protectingparroffromtraumatic
experiencdSessentiahowever,
overprotectquarrotsvhohavenot
beerintroducetb changn safe,
securevaysareoftenfeather
pickers.Graduallgettingules,
providingoehaviourajUldancand
teachingbirdto accepthangand
newadventuresnderclose
supervisiois imperativeo their
well-being.Workingwith pickers
will usuallymakea significant
differencéutmaynever
completelpreventutureepisodic
pickingdurlngimesof confusion
andstress ThePetBird Reporhas
publishedeveraarticleghatwill

heLIPgouunderstandur,turing
GUldancandthesocialisation

procesqToorderpleassendca
S.A.Eto PBRReprints2236
MarinerSquar©r#35,Alameda,
CA94501USA).

Muchhasbeenwrittenonthe

subjecof feathepluckingand
pickingin parrots notall of it
wellinformed.Wedonot

usuallypublisharticlesvhich
havebeerusedelsewhere
unles®f exceptionahterest.
SallyBlanchardisaperwhich
appeareith theProceedingsd
the 199dAS Conventions

in thiscategorylt shoulde
readby everyongrhoownsa
parrot. Hermterpretatioof
theproblenis outstanding.
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FRANCE

The NationaV/eterinaryschoobf
Alfort, situatedh Charenton-Paris,
wasthevenudor adoubleneeting
onOctobeb. Thereweretwo
programmesnefor veterinary
studentandtheotherfor
aviculturistsThiswasthesecond

Europeameetingf theFrench
aviculturasocietyCD.E. Our
directorMichaeReynoldsyho
openedhelattermeetingspokeo
bothProupsmntheworkofth_e
WorldParrotTrust.Hementioned
thatit has2,500memberns 52
countriesvorldwide Hethen

describethevariougprojectsvhich
theTrusthasundertakeandthose

whicharestillbeingfunded.He

SaRCheBoTedan theseven

earf theTrust'existenceThe

rust'svidecontheMacawsf
Tambopataasthenshowrio an
appreciativaudienceHewenton
to answequestionsnawiderange
of topics.

It wasatrulyinternational
programmeTheotherspeakerat
theaviculturameetingncluded
ElsiePeres-DuldnomCuba,
directoof HavannZoo,whospoke
onthezoo'swvorkwith birds.
ChristophBec curatoof Parade
BeauvahndDr.Jean-Marc
Lernouldguratoof Mulhous& oo,
weretheonlyFrenctspeakersThe

formerspokenbreedm@oucans
andHornbillandthelatteron

TouracosTheafternoononcluded

with JohrStoodlegpeakingn
Amazon®fRosemaryowonLories
andStephanRattalindromltaly
onbreedingarrots.
Simultaneousanslatiowas
carriecbutfor themospartby Dr.
DidierLeportoiswhoalso
organisethemeetingHe
performebothtaskswith skilland
efficiency Ourthankgyoto himfor
makingheseminapossibl@andfor
theinvitation.PromotingheTrust

overs~dsalwaysvaluable
exercise.

Dr. Didier Leportois PhotdR.Low

INTERNATIONAL
NEWS ROUND-UP ~

TONY SILVA - sentenced to 82 months in Jalil

TonySilva,aninternationally
prominenChicag@reanriterand
lectureontheplightof endangered
parrotsn thewild, wassentenced
todayby afederatourtin Chicago
to 82monthof imprisonmerfor
leadinganinternationagdarrot
smugglingonspirac ndfor a
relatedncomeaxviolation. Silva's

sentenciaclude$he|ongesprison
termeverhandedutfor bird
smugglingandoneof thelongest
for anyfederatvildlife crime.
OnJanuarg0thSilva,36,pleaded
guiltyto afar-reachingonspiracy
involvinghis motheiandothers
locatedbutsideéheU.S.to smuggle
or attempto smuggléntothe
countryarioushighlyprotected
speciesf birdstrappedn thewild
in SouttAmericamostsignificantly
asubstanti@umbenof veryrare
HyacintiMacaws.Silvaalso

pleadedyuiltytofiling afalse
Incomeaxreturnn connection

with hissaleof birds.

Silva'smotheraco-defendant,
GilaDaoudf3,wassentencet 27
monthsn prisorfor assistingilva
in thetaxviolationaswell asher
invol~emerih thesmuggling
conspiracy.

In arrivingathersentencd.S.
DistrictCourtJudgeElaineBucklo
foundthatthevalueof thesmuggled
wildlife wasover$1.3nillionand
thatthevalueof thesmuggled
HyacinthMacawslonavasover
$1million. Thejudgealsafound
thatSilvawastheorganiseand
leadeof thesmugglingonspiracy.

"It is disgracefuithatapersorof
Mr. Silva'sstaturén theavicultural
communityasengageih activity
thatprovedirectlyfatalto many
HyacintiMacawsndotherhighly
endangerespeciesandotherwise
contributedb theillicit procesthat
threatentheseexquisitereatures
with extinction"saidJame®8.
BurnstheUnitedStategttorney
for theNorthermistrictof lllinois.
"Wehopehatothersvhomight
considecommittinguchcrimes
understanithatwewill notallow
themto profitpersonallatthe

expensef suclprecious
resources".

"Thedefendantsereinvolvedn

nothingesshanplunderinghe
nationatreasuresf other

countries"saidLois 1. Schifferthe

AssistanittorneyGenerain
chargeftheDepartment's

EnvironmenandNaturaResources

Division. "Thesecrimeghreaten

theabilityof theinternational
commumtyo protecendangered
specieandensurglobalbio-
diversity.Wearecommittedo
prosecutinthesecase$o both
protecthesespeciesandhelp
ensureéhatourtradecompliewvith
ourtreatyobligations".
TheHyacintiMacawfound
primarilyin Brazil,hasawild
populatioimostrecentlyreportedo
numbebetweei2,000and5,000.
TheHyacinthViacawsprecarious
statusn thewild hasaccorded

thehighestevelof protectiorunder
theConventioonInternational
Traden Endangerefipeciesf
Wild FaunaandFlora(CITES)an
internationakildlife treatyto
whichtheUnitedStatesnd
approximatel§¢31lothemationsare
parties. .
SilvaandDaoudwerecharges
partof OperatiofRenegade,U.S.
FishandWildlife Serviceorobeof
theillegalinternationaftadein
parrots.ThelnternaRevenue
Servicassisteth theinvestigation
of thedefendant®Operation
Renegadecusednthesmuggling

of protectedpeciesf birdsinto
theUnitedState$rom South

AmericaMexico/Centr&dlmerica,
Africa,AustralilandNewZealand.
Usingundercovesriminal
investigatorandconfidential
informantsWS'Branclof Special
Operationwasableto penetrate
severatomplexandwell-organised
smugglingperations whichlarge
numbersf protectedirds,or their
eggswerebroughintothecountry.
Sofar,theoperatiohasresultedn
convictionsf 37individualspver
halfof whomhavebeersentenced
to prisortermsmakingt among
themostsuccessfulildlife law
enforcemeritiativesever
undertaken.

Theprosecutiowasledbythe
UnitedStateg\ttorney'Officein

Chicag@ndassistebly the
Wildlife andMarineResources

Sectiorof theEnvironmerdnd
NaturaResourcedivisionof the

JusticdDepartment.

—~

TonySilva

ITALY

In February1996 Customs
officersandmembersf theForest
Corpsseizedl9parrot§roma
RussiarshipdockeditGenogort

duringaroutinesearclifior drugs;
thevesselvasin transifrom South

Americapoundor RussiaThe
birdsincludedneGreatGreen
MacawAra ambiguandtwo
ScarleMacaw#\. macadboth
Appendixl).Six BlueandYellow
acawg\ra araraunandtenRed
andGreerMacaws\. chloroptera
(bothAppendixl); theyarebeing
housedtaprivatezoo.

COMPETITIONRESULTS
In thelastissueof PsittaScene

weofferedwo copief
Rosemariow'sEndangered
Parrotsasprizes.Membersad
to answethefollowing
questionshichof the
followinghadthe smallestvild
populatiorwhertheTrust
startedo supporthe
conservatioprojectAnswer:
EchoParakeetT hesurvivabf
whichmacawis beingaidedy
theTrust'sschem& growand
transplants foodsource?
Answerl ear'sMacawAnd
whichparrotwasthesubjecof
theTrust'sfirst speciafund?
AnswerHyacinthindlacaw.

Congratulationgo the
winnerswhowereClaus

Hojfeldt of Denmarkand Ms.
A. Morrison of Australia.
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PROGRBSS8VITUTUB PARRORACTION PLAN

MembersofWPT will recall that the

Trust was responsible for arranging
the 'World Parrot Summit' in the
UK last year, with the aim of
reviving the vitally important
PARRORCTIONPLAN. A
previous attemptto preparesucha
plan had founderedasa result of
disagreementdbetweensomeof the
key scientists involved.

We thought that thiswasunhel pful
to the interests of parrot survival,
and with the help of British Airways
Assisting Conservation we were
ableto bringtogethetheworld's
leadingexpert®nparrot |
conservation. This resultedinan
agreement to work together to
completanewParrofctionPlan.
TheWorldParrotTrustwasgiven
theresponsibilityo coordinatéhe
task,andthishasbeenuitea
challengeWenowhavegoint
‘centratompilers'onebasedh the
UK andonelntheUS. Fundindhas
beermaproblemWPThaspledged
$500G0wardshecost,and$4000
hasbeemprovidedy IPF the
InstitufurPapageidforschung.
Wealsohavelustreceive$1500
fromourBenelwbranchand
would liketo takethisopportunity
of thanking boththemandthelPF
for their support.

These funds will be used to pay for
theworkof our UK basedcompiler,
Dr. Phil McGowan, who will be
primarily responsiblefor the 'Old
World' Rarrotspecies. Phil hasbeen
responsiblefor threeAction Plans
for Galliformes, completedin the
past year and published by mCN.
Thisexperiencewill be invaluable

in preparingthe ParrgtAction Plan,
andwe believe that hislackof

SCARLETMACAW Limited Edition Print

involvemenitn "parrot politics will
beanadvantadygreachingsound
scientificcon-clusionsabouparrot
conservation.
Actingacompileiof information
for theNewWorldparrotgLatin
AmericarandtheCaribbeari}
lamesD. Gilardi,with supportfrom
Dr.AlejandrGrajabf Wildlife
ConservatiSocietylTheyhave
requested nputfromawideange
of Neotropicalparrot experts,who
havebeeninvitedto provide
informatiorby 20thDecember
1996.Followingthatclosingdate,
theActionPlarwillbeconsolidated
ready for aplannedmeetinginNew
Yorkin April 1997.
Thismeetingillbeattendebty
PhilMcGowanwhowillmake
availablehe OldWorldparrot
informationincludingnvaluable
inputfromDr. StepheGarnetbn
Australasiaparrotsandfrom
Professawike PerrinonAfrican
parrots.
Theresultingnformatiorwillbe
put out for reviewby August1997
andthefinal ParrofActionPlanwil

bepublishedhy mCN before
Decembet997.

NotonlywilltheActionPlanbe
aninvaluableesourcéor
conservationisstudentand
governmentst willalsobea
catalystfor the provisionof funds
for parrotconservatioandresearch
projects.lt is for thisreasonabove
dl, that it deserves the full support
of everyoneconcernedith the
parrotof theworld. Fundsarestill
requiredo ensuregheefficient
completiarfthisessentialaction
plan. MichaeReynolds

THE ASSOCIATION OF AVIAN
VETERINARIANS

TheAAViscurrentlyaccepting
proposalfor its Conservation
Award.. The AAV donates1% of its
yearly net profits to one
conservatiorprojecteachyear. The
amoungivenis usuallyabout
$3500Toqualifyfor thisawarda
projectmustnvolvedirecfield
studiesn thedevelopinworld,
preferablynvolvingavifaunaThe

recipienstudyshouldedirectl
relatgdto ¥ y

1) critical habitatandacquisitiomr
protection,

2) criticalhabitatandmanagement,
3) developmemf management
plansforcriticalhabitator

4) field studie®f avifaunavith
prioritybeinggivento supporting
veterinarynput(bygraduate
veterinanansr veterinargtudents,
preferabl AAV membersyorking
In conjunction with wildlife
biologists.

Pleasesubmitproposalsto the
ConservationCommittee of the

Association of Avian Veterinarians,
clo AAV Central Office, P.O.Box
811720, Boca Raton, Florida,
33481, USA

MACAWSOFTAMBOPATA

We now have aawonderful video,
showingvild macawélyinginthe

rainforestsf Peruandfeaturindor.
CharlesMunn 11.1t runsfor 15

minutesindcosts£25.0qUS$40)
includingpostageOrderPAL (for

UK)andsECAM '\SforFrance)
fromWPTUKorNTSGrom

WorldParroffrustUSAorThe
CanadiaWworldParrofTrust.
Profitsfromthesaleof the video

will go to the Hyacinth Fund.

Mal colnfellishaspaintedhissuperb
watercolouof theScarleMacaw.Size
28.2ing70.50cm¥ 9.4ins.(48.50cm).
Theoriginal available for £2000
(US$3000)ThereargustONE
HUNDREDIimitededitionprintsavailable
to memberfr thesumof £75plus£5post
andpackingUS$115plus$10post&
packing).
Sendhequé&saorAccesstails to
:VickiWoolcockSalesWorldParrotTrust,
GlanmoHouseHayle, TR274HY , UK.
Phone(0044) 1736753366r

Faxno(0044) 1736756438



YOUCANHELPUS!

CharlesA.Muonlll PhD. Andrev&reenwobtRCVS AudreyReynolds Rosemariow Wm.RichardPortetMD DavidwWoolcock MichaeReynolds
Foundéfruste®/PT-USA. Fonnd@rrusteef DirectorParadigeark. Authoof 'Endangered Directoofthelnternational  CuratoParadiseark. FoundesfTheWorld
Senioreseardsiologist.  WPT-UKNdVPT-USA. FoundeTrusteef Parrotsind20morgparrot AviculturistSociety. Foundéirusteef The ParrotrustHon Director
WildlifeConservation  zogandwildlifeveterinary TheWorldParroTrusUK. books Editoiof FoundeFrusteef WPT- WorldParrotrusUK. of WPT-UKTrusteef
Society. consultant. PsittaScene. USA. WPT-USA.

..SA: THEPARR

Lear'sMacaw EchadParakeet Red.taileBlackCockatoo Sl.VincenParrot Red.vente@ockatoo Red.tailed Amazon HyacinttMacaw

Joirus. AimsoftheTrust.

Becomamembeof theWorldParrof rustreceive
ourPsittaScermewsletteknowthatyouareactively
contributingpward®uraims.

Thesurvivalof parrot speciesnthewild,andthe
welfare of captive birds.
Thesaimsarepursuedy:-
Educatinghepubliconthethreatdo parrots.

H eI pf u n d O u r PrOJ eCtS . Opposingradein wild-caughparrots.

Wearecurrenthsupportingarroconservation, Preservingndrestoringarrothabitat.
educatioandwelfareprojectin Africa,Australia, Studyinghestatusf parropopulations.
Bolivia,Brazil theCaribbeafEquadomauritiusNew Encouragintheproductiorf aviary-bredirds.
ZealandParaguaeruandthePhilippinesyour Creatin_gink_sbetweelavicultureand_conservation.
generositpwardsheparrotsouldhelpusexpand Promotindnighstandards thekeepingf parrots.
currenschemeandstarinewones. Supportingesearcinto veterinargareof parrots.

YES,| WANTTO UELP SAVETUE PARROTS ‘woro suror  teusr ar.
OF TUE WORLD SanmorHoue, ate, Comual TR27 4HY

USA J,

SUBSCRIPTION RATES (please tick) NGIME et eeeesss s ssesssssss s %Nnég%EbbPOBOX34ll4lMemph's

AAAIESS .. BENELUX a2

; PierreClaassenBeutersestraja,

D ukand e 5223gv,DerBoschNetherlands
f CANADA i,.-

D UKandEuropdFamily£20 e i

pg VE gﬂ;éﬁzﬁ%rg%%BO)QQMourHope,

D Fellow(Life MemberE250/US$400 Zip/Postcode................. DENMARK (SCANDINAVIA)

. M Iversemlsikemarke#8,2860Soborg.
CorporatAnnual) Pleasechargemy AccessNisaAcc./No. FRANCE
. . DD DD DD DD DD DD DD DD J& GPrin55RuedelaFassierd5140ingre.

D Al Overseasirmail£17/US$25 GERMANY
(orequivalergurrencypaymertty Exp. date Amourk/USS$.............. lGTiLDYHa"'eSVOdeStsg"“‘Gza"eme'
AccessNisa/Mastercpreferred) SIGNALUFE ..o Freddi&virili, viaMatarusv.103304Nimis,Udine.

D . AUSTRALIA
Plusdonatiof£/USS.................... OR: | enclose cheque payable to the WPT D PeteBipek, Rossefl.GlenfieltllSW2]67.

AFRICA
Mike PemnPrivatdBagXOl, Sconsvilléd\atal SouttAfrica.
SWITZERLAND

| heardaboutthe WOorld ParrotTIUSEITOM .........ococcoevvvveeeissssnssssseeessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssees LarsLepperhofSagemattstragje309Liebefeld.



CAPE PARROTS FROM SOUTU
AFRICA Poicephalus robustus robustus

Photograph by Craig Symes, taken during his research into the biology of this species. This may be the
first close-up photograph of Cape Parrots in South Africa to be published. It shows two males on Natal
Bottlebrush Greyia sutherlandii. The Cape Parrot is the most southerly found parrot species in Africa
Today numbers are low with an estimated population of fewer than 1500 birds in the wild. Now
classified as endangered in the Red Data Book, remaining populations confined to the fragmented
Afromontane Podocarpus forests above 1000m, are threatened by exploitation of their habitat and illegal
trade. They are wary hirds and it is not easy to approach them closely. Note the golden tinge to the head
which distinguishes them from the other two forms of the Cape Parrot. See the reports on this species
on pages 2, 3 and 4.
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