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CAROLINA MEDAL AWARDED
TO TUE ECUO
PARAKEET TEAM

In ourFebruaryl 99 &ditionof ParrofTrustitself,therearemany
PsittaSceneeannounceitie othemprojectsaroundheworld
WorldParrof rust'sntentiorio whichhavemeritanddeserve
makeanannuaawarcfThe encouragementuiteafew of
Carolindedalfor 'outstanding thesehoweversufferfrom
achievemeirt parrotconservation'.  shortagesf fundsor expertise,
TheWPTtrusteesonsideretthat eitherof whichtendto removehem
suchanawardvouldbenefithe fromcontentioffor an award.
parrotsijrst, by encouraging EveryyeartheWPTreceives

Initiativesn thisrathesspecialised  invitationgo fundavarietyof
areaf conservatioanpdsecondyy parrot-relatefield studiesnostof

providinganopportunityo whichhaveconsiderabhealuen
publiciseheplightof theparrots termsof gatheringrnithological
aroundheworld. data. Quiteoften howeverthese

TheCarolindMedalcanbewonin studieslonotleadonto valid

& Managementhicheffectively to parrotspecies.Pureornithology
coversnosffield andveterinary is oftenfundedy largecharities
activity;'Education\whichis andinstitutionsvhicharenot
capablef including widerangeof
educationalctivitiestargetecht
schoolghemediabird keeperstc;
'AviculturaEndeavoursihich
openshedoorfor many
conservation-mindedculturists;
and'WelfardPracticesan
opportunityor all concerneabout
howparrotaretreated.
WhentheWPTtrusteesamdo
reviewinghepotentiahward
winnerslt seemedearthatfor the
firstCarolindVledalatleastthe
winnemwadikely to comerom
amonghosepeopleand
organisationgorkingonpreserving
threatengoharrotspeciem the
wild. Apartfromtheparrofield
projectsupporteboly theWorld

, , pSittacine

. A . .
?talﬁ | g(lj’])[oB%gngl ng The Echo ParakeefTeam 1997/98(left to right): SarahJaneBarbe, Arantxa Laliandi, Marc Pierard,Andrew Smart,Audrey Reynolds,

. . Malcolm Nicoll, Mike Reynolds,LanceWollover, Kirsty Swinnerton,Grant Harper. Carl Jones,Pete Haverson,Mike Thorsen,Nick
parrOtS’ parrOt llke 113 Reynolds,Kathryn Murray, Kirsty Jenkin, Frederiquede Ravel

If we can save the parrots, we may yet save ourselves @VPT



Echo Parakeefeeding from the supplementahopper.

necessariipteresteth theparrot
conservatioandwelfareobjectives
listedin the 'Aimsof theWorld
ParrofTrust'(segpagel5for a
reminder).As aresultof exposure
to manyapplicationfr funding
whichfail to meeburcriteriawe
haveearnedoidentifythose
projectshatundoubtedlgieservéo
receivehelimitedandprecious

I[_))roje(jfundsavailable!eo theWorld
arroffrust.

ECHOSHIGHONLIST

Highonthelist of suchprojectss
theongoingvorkin Mauritiugo
rescugheEchoParaked®sittacula
eques. It hasreceivedinancial
supporfromtheTrustsincel990,
andcontinueto beoursinglemost
importantommitment.Underthe
directiorof Dr. Carllones,an
internationakamof expertand
volunteerbadlabourednightilyto
bringtheEchaoParakedtomalow
pointof 8tol2 birdsin 19870 a
totalof 80+bytheendof 1996.

Thishasbeerachievedy
effectiveémanagement'This
describeanarrayof methods
designetb enhanctheprospects
of breedinguccestrthe
Barakeets.ForexampIeNherit

ecamelearthatratswere
depredatingestsbiologistsvith
expertisén trappingexoticrodents
werebroughtn. Whenit was
foundthatchickswerebeing
attackedy tropicahestly
maggotsverywild nestwith
chickswaschecke@verydayand
its nestmateriateplacedvith new
materiatontainingnappropriate
insecticide.In 1996irst clutches

wereremove@ndsuccessfully
incubatedndhand-rearedSeveral

of thewild pairsre-cycled.Double
clutchingvill continuaviththe
mostprolific pairsandeveryeffort

is madeo ensur¢hateactpair

fledgesatleasioneyoung. Whena
hurricanetruckMauritiusn 1996

theteamwentoutandremoved

chicksin dangenof beindost,and
broughthemin to theBlackGorges
aviarieso bereared.Other
techniquesmployeéhcludehabitat
improvemensupplementary
feedingandnestcavity
improvement.

Thislevelof wildlife management
canonlybeachievetly exceptional
experiencéntuition,and
leadership.Carlloneshas
demonstratétesajualities
previouslyn Mauritiusfirst by
bringingheMauritiusKestreffrom
only4 specimen® overd50. 500
birdstodayandthenby savinghe
PinkPigeorfromextinction. In
1991therewereonly 10wild
pigeonsbutby late1997therewere
330freeliving birds. If hehadnot
beenn apositiorto startworkon

theEchoParakeat isverylikely
thatthisbirdwouldnowbeextinct.

UNANIMOUSCHOICE

Forall theseeasonandmore the
trusteesf TheWorldParrofTrust

wereunanimoum choosin
awardhefirst everCarolindedal

to Carllones,togethewith all those

whohaveworkedwith him onthe

conservatioaf theEchoParakeet.
Theteamhasbenefitedromthe

inputof manytalenteghersonnel.
Themanagement thecaptive
birdshasbeeredby Kirsty
Swinnertorf-rederiqudeRavel
andRegisLam. Theworkin the
field hasbeerdevelopeby Kevin
Duffy, Tim LovegroveRachel
ShortermandMike Thorsenandthe
releasevorkwaspioneeredly
KathrynMurray. Somanyothers
havecontributetb theconservation

workthatit is notpracticato list
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themall.

Themanagemenhdconservation
of theEchoParakeas ajoint

Erojectof_theMauritiar_WiIdIife
oundatioandtheNationaParks

andConservatiogervice,
Governmerntf Mauritius. The
workin 1996/9Tvassponsorealy
UNDP WorldParroffrustUK,

WorldParroffrustUSA lersey
Wildlife PreservatiofrustWildlife
PreservatiofrustCanada,

Internationg\viculturistSociety,
andMauritianwildlife Foundation.

Sponsoralsoincludedhelris
DarntorFoundatiorinternational
ZooVeterinargroupZenecdk,
theParrotSocietyf UK), TheKeith
EwartCharitabldrustandother
supportingrganisatiorand
individuals.

It is plannedo presenthe )
Carolinaviedatto Dr.Carllonesin

Londorduring1998.In the
meantimaheWorldParroffrust

invitesnominationBomanysource
for anawardo beannounceia

Novembed 998.Closinglates

Augustl1998. Pleasevritefor
moreinformatiorandnomination

formsto 10Pagamdministrator,
WPTGIanmdﬂouse-,layle,, (]

CornwallK, TR24HY. .5 .,
The careful but innovative
development of the Echo

Programmaevas well illustrated
between1995 and 1997 by a
series of trial releases.Other
parrot releaseshave often not
beersuccessfuhndthisis a vital
areafor psittacineconservation,
whereit is essentialve discover
andrefingeleas¢éechniquesSee
KathrynMurray'sarticle on the
nexttwopages.



Captive-reared Echo Parakeets
R eased tO the Wlld by Kathryn A Murray

the Mauritian Wildlife Foundation

An Update from

TheEchoParakediasheerthe
subjecof intensectivityfor
severagyearsandis theWorld
Parroff rust'dongestunning
projectThisyearalandmarkvas
reachedhenthreeyoungecho
Parakeetserereleasetb thewild.
Twoof theséirdswererearedrom
harvestedggsaindonewascaptive
bredThesehreeparakeetsre
hopefullyhefirst of manyandwill
helpto boostheseverelgdepleted

wild'population-heywi}l also.
provid.ares~rvOubftralnedlrds
thatwlll readlljtakesupplemental
food,usenesboxesandaccept
otherformsof beneficlal .
managemeiit=pefullytheywlll
encourageewlldblrdsto dothe
sameThereleasef EchoParakeets
wasonlya~tempt-adt.etwoyears
of preparatlddSIn&mg-ne~k
Parakeet$slitaculakramen)s
modekpe.Cles.
Fortheflrstr~leaseveryfactor
thatco~Ildposslblgowr~nghadto
beconslderediotry toeliminate
po.tentiproblemsitrialrelease
USIntheRmg-necRarakeetsas
triedbetwee®~tobefl 995and
Januar$996Rmg-ne.dRarakeets
area~—ntroducespeclesn
M~untlUsndardrequentlge~n
flYIng~roundnsmalfflockswithin
theNatlOndPark.

TRIALRELEASEVITH
RING-NECKS

Threggroup®f Ring-neck
Parakeetiifferingin agegroup
sizeanddegreeftamenessere
releasedsingasoft-release
techniquedevelopefbr thePink
Pigeorin 1987andadaptetbr this

Thethreebirds on the releaseplatform.

releaseThebasigrinciplesto
releasbirdsaboutl5minutes
beforedusksothebirdsarethinking
of goingto roostHopefullythey
will roostcloseto theaviaryThe
nextmorningsmallamountsf seed
aresprinklednsidetherelease
hatches/herghebirdsmaysee
them Ontheirreturnthebirdsare
re-capturedndreleasethterthat
dayabouB0Ominutedbeforedusk.
Thisprocests repeatedyringing
forw~rdthedailyr~leasém~until
thebl~dsarespe~dmthelllajonty.
of thelrtimeoutsideheavlaryThIS
procesallowstheblrdso travel.
andexploreawayfro~.theavlarym
stageé%opefull)avOIdlnweloss
of birds.Onre-capturéheyare
rewardedvith sufficienamountsf
foodsothattheavlaryiSconstantly
reinforcecsaplacetoreturnto.
Eleveroutof thefourteerRing-
neckParakeetseresuccessfully
releasedcromthesaeleasewe
establishethatthefirst groupis
thehardesto establishasmall
groupsizeis preferabl~theyounger
thebirdsareafterfledginghebetter
andthattamenesshoulde
encouragddr thefirst groupor
two.Thebirdswerenotverytame,
theywouldcometo acallbutnot
allowyouto touchthem.
Theywerereleasethtoanaredn
thesouth-wesgif theNationaPark
calledBel Ombrepr 'Beautiful
ShadowsWwherea smallpopulation
of wild Ring-neclParakeetsre
frequentlyseenThregairsof Echo

Parakeewrealsoknownto breed
inthatareaOf theeleverreleased

Ring-neckParakeetseverarestil~
residenandonepairmaybreedhls
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yearOneof theséirdswent
missingandthreeothersvere
removedor variougeasons.
Thereleasedbirdsarestill being
studiedTheywill bemonitoredo
thatwe canseenowtheyadapt,
whetheit is possibldor themto
breedn thewild andsuccessfully
reartheiryoungdespitdeing
captive-bredndhand-reared.

PRODUCTIVESEASON

The1996-199Breedingeason
wasthemostproductivef recent
yeardor thewild EchoParakeets.
Thepopulatiomeachedts highest
sincemonitoringbegarin 1973,
with atotalof betwee76and87
individualsUnfortunatehgutof
twentyonechicksproduceth the
wild onlythreefledgechaturally,
andtheothereighteeimadto be
rescueéndtakerinto captivityfor
rearingHoweverthisgavethe
captivepopulatiormhugeboostand
increasedumber$o 23birds;2
adultma)es4 adultfemales3 sub-
adultmales9juvenilemale-and5
juvenilefemalesAt lasttherewere
enoughotry areleaseTherelease
groupthereforeonsistedf three
birdsthatweresurplugo genetic
requirementsf thecaptive
populationTheywerescreenetbr
anumbepf diseaseandwere
healthywherreleased.

Beforereleasinguryoungbirds
to thewild wewantedo putthem
througha coursef pre-release
trainingsothatthechancesfthem

beindostwouldbeminimisedWe
releasethemfromasmall

enclosurentoamuchlargerflig~t,
20.15mx 5.0mx 3.65mhlgh.This

Echo on releaseplatform.

allowedneto getto knowthebirds
well andto testsomeof ourrelease

technique€achbirdhadasmall
bell attachetb oneof its tarsi.
Thesearehighqualitybrassand

silverbellsusedby falconersn
smallfalconsandcanbeheardbver

aconsiderabldistance.
Eachindividualwastrainedo

walkontoadigitalscalebalancéo
beweighedTheRing-neck
Parakegeleaseshowedhat
catchinghebirdsregularlywitha
netandweighinghemin abag
madehemverynervousSincehe
EchoParakeetsereweigheavery
coupleof dayswedid notwant
themto avoidthereleasaviaryand
thehandlerTheywereall trainedo
cometo awhistleandthewords
‘Comeon!' DuringtheRing-neck
Parakeatleasekirdswerenitially
confusedby howto getin andout
of thereleasaviaryviahatches.
Oncetheylearnthowto dothisthey
soorbecamevaryof beingcaught
up.Wewantedo teacttheEcho
Parakeetsowto usetherelease
hatchesThiswasdonein thepre-
trainingusinghehatchbetweethe
flight andtheaviaryWedid thisby
feedinghemonlyin thesmall
aviaryandclosinghehatctbehind
themTheysoorearntheycould
getoutagairandthehatchwould
neveremairshutfor long.Soon
theywereconfidenenoughtofly in
andoutof thehatchandnolonger
crawledup anddownthewire.The
flight alsogavehemthe
opportunityo builduptheirflight
musclesTheydefinitelyneede
astheywereflyingjust ametreoff
theground!
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Echofeedingin the wild.
SUPPLEMENTARSEEDING

Mostimportantlyheyweretrained
torecogmsandfeedfromfood

dispenser¥heoriginaldesigrwas
basednaKakapdopperOnly
afterslavingawayto makeourown
andthereleasevasalmosbverdid
wehit ontheideaof askingdon
MertonwhoheadsheKakapo
projecfortheDepartmerdf
Conservatidn NewZealandf he
woulddonatsomesparéakapo
hopperdHewillingly obligedand
providedmallerersionso suitthe
parakeetSomenewMWFteam
membersomNewZealandex-
Kakapdieldworkerghemselves,
transportetiemover.Thebirds
quicklylearnedio feedfromthe
newdispensers.
Thesmalifeedingstationsvere
attachetbthetopof apolewith a
perchsystenbeloweactone For
eas®f managemettiteindividual
componengsedetachablendthe
entirehoppecgnbeeasilymoved
fromplaceo placeSonowthe
EchdParakeetndtheKakapo
havehesamelinneiservice!
Onthe 13thjulythethreebirdsfor
releaswveregpackedipin boxesand
transported thereleassitein the
backof a4WDjeep.
Thereleassite calledPlaine
Lievrejs situatedh anareaof
uplancevergreefiorestlt wasideal

4
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for thisreleasbecaustheres an
establishefield statiorwith a

releasaviaryThefield statioris

usednainlyby PinkPigeon,
MauritiusKestreandecho

Parakedteld staff.Severatcho

Parakeetairsarefoundin and
aroundhlsarea.

Followingaverywetandwindy
acclimatisatiomeekwherthe
birdsthoroughlgnjoyed
themselvesith endléssain-

bathingtheweatheimprovedand
decidedt wastimeto seaf the

month®of preparatiohadpaidoff.

ECHOSLYFREE

It did. Withintwoweeksall three

birdswereatlibertyandtheywere
allowedo comeandgo asthey
pleased\o problemsvere
experienceahdthereleasavent
exactlyasplannedTheyspenglot
of timeforagingn nearbyrees
samplingverythingheycould.
Theywerequitepartialto the
bounteouamountsf guavand

privetberrieswhichwasinteresting

becausboththesespecieare
introduce@ndarechokinghe

nativeflora. Theydutifullyreturned
to theaviaryandthesupplementary

feedinchoppersglaily.

Thebellsonthebirdsprovedo be
amajorbonusallowingmeto locate

thebirdsquicklywithinthetrees.

Theirgreercolourblendsowellin
thetreeghattheyarealmost
invisibleto theeye especiallyf
theyarenotmovingmuch,or
calling All threeremainedvithin
thecloseproximityof therelease
areamakingmyjob of following
themeasier.
Withinthreemonthgheyhad
venturedipto Ikm awayto a

ConservatioManagemenirea
calledBriseFer.It consistef a27

hectaréencedareayeededf
exoticplantspeciedMostof the
PlaineLievrerelease®inkPigeon
populatiomesideshereandit is
knownto beafavouredeedingsite
androostareaf wild Echo
Parakeet8V/ehopethattherewill
besomentegratiometweerthe
releasandwild birdsin thenear
future.Thereleasbirdsarebeing
encouraged feedin thisareawith
theuseof supplementéteding
stationgndwhoknowsjt maynot
betoolongbeforeawild bird is
seerfeedingvith them.

A time-partitioningtudyis being
developedtthemomento help
assesthereleasbirdsadaptatioto
being'free’. All thebirdswill be
intensivelymonitoreglustlike the
releaspopulationsf Mauritius
KestrelandPinkPigeonsThe
successf thiscomingoreeding
seasodictatefhiowthenext

releasewill proceedThree

‘Pablo’, the most tame of the threereleasedEchos.

membersf stafffromParadise

Parkareall helpingwith theEcho
Parakedireedmgeasorhothin

thewild andin captivityThe
releas«grour isbeingencouragetd
remainoya'to thereleassiteto

actasdecoybirdsfor future
released.hiswill alsoremovéhe

needor birdsin futurereleases
beingquitesotame Tohelpwith
futurereleases wouldbe
advantageotrsbuildarelease
flight alongsid¢hereleasaviary.
Trainingwouldthennotbequiteso
intensiveandbirdscantrain
themselve® gointoandoutof
releaséatchesindbuild uptheir
musclegpriortoreleaseAny
donationtowardghereleasélight

KRS rakERPiss e
everyonavhohascontributetb
thisprogrammencludinghe
WorldParrofTrust(UK andUSA),
Jerseyildlife Preservatiofrust,
Wildlife PreservatiofrustCanada,
theNationaParksandConservation
ServiceMauritiusGovernment,
UnitedNationdDevelopment
Programménternationaloo
VeterinargrouptheParroSociety
(UK), Internationaviculturists'
Societythelris DarntorFoundation
andmanyotherorganisatiorssd
individualsTheUNDP
providedundingfor thenew"
EchoParakeatleasaviary. It.,
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More News on Palm Cockatoos

by Step hen Garnett

A fewissuesagol described a
projecthatis to beundertakeon
thePalmCockatowavithhelpfrom
theWorldParrof rusttheNew
YorkbasedVildlifeConservation
SocietyandtheQueensland
Departmerf Environmenfspart
of thisworkl wasrecenthhostof
theResearchndConservation

Foundatioof PapuéewGuinean
theremoteCrateMountairwildlife
ManagemeArea CrateMountain
consistef 270,00Maof
magnificentainforesn the
headwateis themightyPurari
River Theowner®f thisland the
GimiandPioturgeoplehave
agreedotto huntin somepartsof
theircountryandto refuseaccest
therapaciouggingcompanies
thatarecausingomuchdamage
elsewherna NewGuinealn refurn
theyarebeinghelpedo setuplocal
lowimpacbusinessemdarebeing
ﬁqrgployetb helpresearchelige

| begamy visitin thelittle village
of Haia twistingoutof themisty
hillsontoalittle airstripcutintothe

hillsideaboveheNim| Rivergorge.

| wasmetby localbiologistand
field co-ordmatdortheWCS Paul

Igagandfeltimmediatelthathere
wasamanwhocouldgetthings
doneWithinhalfanhourof my
arrivalPauhadarrangeduidegor
afive daytriparoundheforesto
lookfor PalmCockatooandto
examingéheprospectorresearch
in theregion.
Twohoursafteralightingromthe
pland wasbeingedthroughhe
junglesearchinfpr 'mitoio’, the
localnamédor thePalmCockatoo.
Thepathwasby nomeangasy.
Slendeslimylogsspanneswift
anddangeroustreams$Sometimes
thetrackfollowedhestreanitself,
frombouldeto slippenpoulderor
elsdt offerednereoeholdsipand

StibenTuroi and other Pioturamen found manyfamiliar species

in my bird book.

Local biologist Paul [gag.

downthesidef precipitousidges.
No easybird watchingstrollthisfTo
my surpris¢hefirst parrotl saw

wasa Sulphur-crest&bckatoahe
nextaRambow.orikeetpoth

familiarfromverydifferentabitat
in AustraliaBut asthecanopy
closedverl neede@arsmoréhan
eyesDeepwingbeatgurnedutto
beahombill. Tmyscreechesame
fromatreesotallthatl hadtolie
flatonmy backto seetheRed-sided
Lorikeetghrougtatelescopévly
guidesvereextraordinaryHushed
handsignaldedmeto apairof
Electuslarrotsianari',in alow
vine,asilentpointingfingerdrew
my unaccustomeyedo adistant
‘kavare' PesquetBarrotFinally,
tothedelightof my guideswe
heardheringingcallsof aPalm
Cockato@pproachingverthe
treeslt wasevidentlyust askeen
to lookatusandperchedhearby,
peeringquerulouslwithoneeye
thentheotherdippingits
extravagarmresin a salute.

In thetwoweeks wastherel

heardnanyEclectusndPesquet's
ParrotandPalmCockatoos.saw

CaptivePesquet$arrot.As a chick this bird wasraisedalmostcompletelyon sweetpotato.

PalmCockatomestsn thedead
hostof stranglefigsandwas
showmmanyof theirfoodsThey
eatwell, doPalmCockatoodVith
theirmightybill theycancutinto
seedsiootheranimakanreachand
arerewardedavith largeseedull of
energy-ricfats.Onefruit contained
abrilliantorangeril sooily it
couldbespreadike butterAnother
wassodelicioust makesny mouth
watereveras| write,afruit with a
kerneffourtimesthesizeof abrazil
nut.

Threethingsimpressetheor were
impressedponmeby my
experiencatCrateMountainThe
first wastheknowledg®f my
guidesthesecondheenthusiasiof

my companiorRaul ,andthethird
thephysicalemandsf thecountry
andhowdifficult it wouldbefor

conventionaksearchn sucha
ruggedandscapén viewof thesd
amhopinghe ro{ecﬁn New
Guineawill in factbeconducted
largelyby the PioturaandGimi
peoplehemselvesn returnfor a
setfeetheywill beresponsibléor
findingandmonitoringnestof not

One of the many fruits eatenby Palm Cockatoosin the rainforests

of CraterMountain Wildlife ManagementArea.

just PalmCockatoobutalso
PesquetRarrotandEclectus
Parrotsln thiswayfundsfor the
projectwill bespreadhroughout
thecommunityathethantojusta
fewemployee§heresultawill be
assembleandcheckedy Paul
Igagbackin Haia.ThePalm
CockatoavorkPaulwill useaspart
of aMastergrojecthroughan
Australiaruniversitywhiledataon
theothertwo speciesill be
incorporatethtoresearchy
Universityof Florida'sGregPryor,
whois workingonPesquetBarrot,
andtheAustraliarNational
University'sRobHeinsohnvhohas
recentlystartedvorkonElectus
ParrotsTheresults| hopewill be
basidnformatioronthenesting
productivityof thesegparrotsn an
undisturbedhinforestyital dataif
thesespecieareto beconserved.

Theresearchvill alsohelpraise
theprofileof amostimportanpart
of theworld,for despitéhewishes
of the peopleCrateMountains by
nomeansmmunedrom
developmen®nits northern
bordergheAustraliamininggiant,
BHP hasrecentlyfoundpromising
golddepositsThougtkeerto
improveits environmentahagean
PapuaNewGuineaanyminewill
havea majorimpactin suchan
untrammellednvironment.hen,
onthesoutherboundary,
Malaysiaroggingcompanielsave
beensettingipdealdo takeout
largevolume®f tropicakimber.
Themorepeoplé&nowof the
importancef theareao Palm
Cockatooandotheitropicaparrots
themorecarefuthese
companiewill beabout
exploitingt.



STATURAND ECOLOGYOF TUE LILACINE
AMAZONN SOUTU-WESECUADOR

by Britta Konzand Or Michael Abs (Trandated from Germanto English by FranziskaVogel)

Therangeof theLilacineAmazon
Amazonautumnalisgneof four
subspeciestheRed-lored
Amazonis confinedo theWesbf
EcuadoObservatiorsiLilacine
Amazonmaden recenyears
revealethatthebirdsconcentrate
exclusivelpntheCordilleraof the
Chongololonchelosegothe
coastlt extends a maximum
altitudeof 832betweeri°40'and
2°10'southaswell as80°20'and
80°47westAveragéemperatures
reaclfrom200ta@above23°;rainy
anddry seasoraredistinctThe
rainyseasotast§romDecember
untilMay theaveragannual
quantityof rainfallliesbetwee250
and1,090?m.Higherupthe
veg~ta.ti@silifluencedyfog
precipitatlOGorresp~ndlligtiie
typeof n~turalegetatlQranes
fromdeciduoudrywood-o'pre-
monta~&gwoodTheonglllally
extensivéorestof Western
Ecuadonadalready-eerreduced
by.1988.03%o0f thw formerarea.

Firstestimategnthestatuof
Amazonautumnaliti~~ina

reve~led00to 500llldIVIduals
(Bemte2972) ambedtal.

\1993lass~fthestatus-s .
endangeredtiepopulatiOis

presumablyresmallesdf all
Amazonéaxaonthecontinent.

State!?ent&boutcology.anthe

breedlliglOlogyftheLilacllle
Amazormavebeeralmost

Lilicineamazon.

completelackinguntil nowand
werebasednostlyoninterviewsor
observationsf birdsin captivity.
Thereforefurtherinvestigations
aboutherangeecologicalemands
andcausethatendangehis
specieseemeitmperative.

Researcimtowild populationef
LilacineAmazonsvascarriecut
aspartof athesign ordeito
diminishtheexistinggapsn the
informatiorandto permiteffective
conservatioof thebirds.It took
placefromthebeginningf January
until theendof May,1994.

SCOPBEOFINVESTIGATION
AND METHODS
Torecordhetotalpopulatiorsize,
acensusvascarriecbutatdifferent
vantageointsalonghecoastlinef
theCordillerdbetweerGuayaquil
andPuertd_opeZromJanuary -
28 1994Asaresultof these
observatiorendwith regardo
logisticconsiderationthie
investigationsf thefollowing

monthgoncentratgatimarilyon
twoareas:

1.BosquePr2tector Cerro Blanco

. Thefoc~hOInbf the
lllvestlgatiOngascentredna
privateconservatioterritoryof 200
ha(anadditional, 100hahasbeen
purch.asedjtheso~th-eastern

foothillsoftheCordiller@hongon-
Colonchesomel6knto thewestof

thecity of Guayaquilt extendso
altitudedbetweerl20mand420m.
Thenaturalvegetatiois partially
deciduoubutin themorehumid
climateof thevalleyshetrees
remairevergreemboutonethird

of theconservatioterritoryconsists
of primarywoodor forestspnly
marginallydisturbedT herest
consistef moredisturbed
woodlandndsecondaryegetation
of stronghushgrowth Asmallarea
of theconservatioterritoryis
openedbo visitorsundeexpert
guidancelheremainingerritoryis
accessiblenlyfor research
purposes.

Thetidalforestof themangroves
beginabo.u2kmsouthof the
~onservatlaemtory,andextend
llito thes.outh-e~aft~heyulf of
GuayagmiThelllvestlgatlOarea
covere@dbo~P50ha.Conflllecby
waterwaydmpenetrablearcelof
landareformecdby themangroves;
t~ese-anbec.ircum~avigatddring
hightide.~y llistalllligpoolsfor

crabbreedlligtheresourc~af the
ma~grovesav.®ee~deClmated

~highdegredicludlligthe
lllvestlgatlOarea.

2.TheCommune
Comparativebservatiorteok

placdllaterritorywhichencloses

about3090hain thecentrapartof

theCordiller@olonchghe
Communepuetoreasons

Photo: R. Low

concerningheconservatioof this
speciesyerefrainfrompublishing
theexactgeographic#bcation,
becaust is in non-guarded
territory Thealtitudegxtendrom
80mto 460m Soutlof theterritory
isavalleywith avillagesettlement,
partiallyaccessibl agriculture,
whichextendso alatitudeof about
3km.Theadjoiningnountainare
partiallyusedor farming andtrees
arefelled.Theterritoryliesin one
of thedriestsectorsf the
Cordillerachainwith anaverage
annuatainfallof 500mm 800mm
(Valverde 991)Thevarietyof
vegetatioextendfromdeciduous
to pre-montangoudforest.
See~ingutroostingsite$ach
even.lllgharedy manyparro~
speciesff~rsagoodopportumty
for porulatloncountsFro!llthe
begllimng.ofebruaryuntil theend
of May, LilaclllefNmazonsvere
watchedromparticulavantage
pointsduringtheir~ightsto and
fro!?commorsleepl~glaces;

dunngthesebservatlOrthe.
numbersf birds timeandflying

directiorof theregistered
individualsverenotedBy
observingheroutesof therecorded
birds thetfeantriedto locate
roostingsitesanddaytime
whereabout successfahbses,
thenumbenbf birdspresenat
variousmesndtdiffererdays
wasestablishe@Swell asthe
duratiorof theirstayjn orderto
showspatiahndtemporal
dispersionftheAmazonén the
investigateterritoriesA lookout
waskeptfor predatorandpossible
competitors.

Theopportunityo observevild
breedingairsof Amazonélacina
wasofferedor thefirsttime. Any
sortof approactowardshenests
(necessartyp measureggsand
chicks)wasdeliberatelgbandoned,
becausthebirdsprovedo bevery
shy;theconsequencepossible
disturbanceouldnotbeassessed.
Therefor¢heinvestigationsere
confinedo observatiorfsoma
reasonabfgistanceThecollected

datawasevaluatedtatistically.

. RESULT&ND ESTIMATES

Onlytwo populationkavebeen
found;theyconsistedf atleast327
individualsat theendof the

breedingeasorA totalof only 400
- 600 individuals is consideredas



realisticalsowithregardo earlier
investigatiorsndundiscovered

Pop_ula_tion'm otheremote
erritories.

2.SPATIAIAND TEMPORAL
DISPERSION

Intheinvestigatioterritoryof
CerroBlancaoadistincspatial
separatioof sleepinglacegnd
daytimevhereabouigas
perceivedlhesleepinglacesvere
foundin themangroves thesouth

of theconservatiaerritoryShortly
aftersunris¢heLilacineAmazons

movedromtherdn flockson
variougoutesntotheconservation

territoryof CerrdBlancaandinto
adjoiningarea thenorth During
thesdlightstheflocksconsistedis
arule,of fourto severndividuals;
atthemost90individualsvere
observetbgether.

At theroostingsitestheLilacine
Amazondispersenhtoseveral

area®fmangrovéand.Thelargest
numbeofLilacineAmazons

amounte 195ndividualsvho

concentratexhonesinglepieceof
landaftertheendof thebreeding
seasoiT.hedailymigratiorbetween
conservatiderritoryandthe
mangrovasanbeexplainetly the
factthatthemangrovesompared
withthedeciduouareafferlittle

varietyof foodbutthemangroves

offer~etteprotectiomgainst
enemies.

Asbreedindnabitatthemangroves
southof CerroBlancadonotcome

intoquestiomueto thesmall
diameteof thetreetrunksThere
beingno mangrovewithinreachof
theseconéhvestigatioterritory,
theCommuneyotentiatoosting
sitesanddaytimewvhereabouts
coincidahéreLilacineAmazons

movedatdaybreakntothenorthern
mountainandreturnedhesame

eveningSomebirdsstayedll day
in thesouthersectiorof the
observatioterritorytoo.Meeting
placesandsleepingreescouldnot
befoundandseemetb change
accordingp theobservetlying
routesasin CerroBlancoThe
observationsf sizesandstructures
of aflockdid notdiverge

substantialfyomtheresultsn
CerroBlanco.

J. NATURALENEMIES

At leasthre€larger'speciesf
birdsof preyarereputedo be
enemiesf otheramazospeciem
theinvestigatioterritories,
observatiorsnly existregarding
flight reactionto theGrey-backed
HawkLeucopternisccidentalis.
TheGrey-backedawkis also
endangereHowevera successful
attackwasnotobserved? bigger

New WPT L eaflet

Sincébeingfoundedh 1983heWorldParrof rusthagproduced numbenfleaflets
intendetb persuadeeopléojoin theTrustandhelpfundits workfor theparrots.
Nowwefeelt istimefor anewleafletlesignetb appeato ]Jebwnersaviculturists,
conservationists\dall concernedbouthesurvivapndwellareof theparrots.

dangeis probablypresentely

potentiahestpredatorke snakes,
ratsandfelines.

4. BREEDIN@®&BIOLOGY
Twonestsn CerroBlancowere

studiedntensivelyUnfortunatelit
startedvith afailedrearingpf
chicksin nestno.| dueto
unidentified¢ausesThepairin nest
no.2 successfullearednechick.
Otherfamilieswhichwereobserved
fromApril onalsoincludedasa
rulejust onechick,twohaving
rarelybeensightedrFeedingf fully
fledgeduvenilebirdscouldbe
observedntil theendof the

investigatioperiod.

CONSERVATIOMEASURES

Theproceedindestructioof
habitaandtheparrot-tradare,in
ourgpinionthemaincausesf the
declineof theLilacineAmazon.
Annualtrappingseverelglisturbs
theagestructuref populations
whichisimportanfor propagation,
andin averyshortimecould
decimat¢hésmalinumberslown

to alevelfromwhichit canno

longerrecoverThecontinuatioof

investigationandtheconversionf
resultsntoconservatiomeasures

plannedin orderto secur¢helong-
termsurvivalof thesgarrotsvhich

A copyof thenewleafletis inserteth thisissueof PsittaScenandwehopeour
readerwill findwaysof usingt torecruita newmembefor theTrust. If youcan
distributaquantityf thematabirdclubmeetingr showanyothereventor
inserteth anothepublicatiopleasaskusfor morecopies.(Commercial
sponsomebeingnvitedo helpfundreprints.)

Theinitiative®ftheWPThavebeerwidelyimitatedy othemrganisationand
thisisgoodor theparrots.SincehowevetheWorldParroflrustdoesothave
thesuDstantiabmmercidlackingvailabléo someompetitors, needso put
its besfootforwardn presentingsadvantages:

1. WPTalwaygjiveriorityto theinterestsf theparrots,overhuman

concerns.

2. Asanorganisatiareatedndrunby aviculturist&/PThasa
commitmend speakutin theinterestsf responsibleaviculture.

3. OnlyWPTkeepdts membermformedboutherealitieofthe]Jarrot
worldwithoufearor favourthroughts PsittaScemaagazineCliteldy

Rosemaryow.

To increaseits ability to influenceand fund parrot conservation,the
World Parrot Trust urgently needsnew members. Morethan any other

group, existingmemberscan help us achievethis. So pleaseuse our

colourful nemeaflet, and GO FORIT!

roamthrougHargeterritories,

regionallfimitedconservation
measuresill notsuffice.

Thesituatiorof theL.ilacine
Amazonganbeimprovedy
puttingadditionabreasinder
conservatioty settingipnest
guardsndsimilarmeasure8ut
thereis no pointif largemeasured
changedo notoccur
simultaneouslyhisapplieabove
allin regardo thenettingogether
of territoriesvhergheAmazons
live in orderto ensur@nexchange
betweempopulationdn view of the
enormoupopulatiopressure
Ecuadoandtheeconomisituation

of mostipeopleconservation
measuresiustmeetheeconomic

demandsf peopleProjectsreto

TS AN
alternativsourcefincomeo
woodfellingandwhichpromotehe
reforestatioandconservatioof
habitat.

Probablynoredifficultis the
supervisionf thebird-tradevhich
bringsthetradersandtrappersnore
moneythantheywouldbe ableto
earnotherwiseT hetradeultimately
reflectoonlythedemandor parrots
aspetsandherechangesf attitude
haveto comentoaction

beyondhefrontiersof
Ecuador.

o
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WPT MANIFESTO UELPS AVICUL TUKE

IN NEW ZEALAND by michae Reynolds

Readenmayremembehatwe
senbutacopyof our ‘Manifesto
for Aviculturewith theFebruar
1997ssueof PsittaSceneWealso

senit to theCITESManagement
Authoritiesn the140countrieshat
supportheconventiorandto a
longlistof governmettodies,
conservatiarganisationand
generadndspecialighedia. The
mainpurposevasto makea
statemeiain behalof ourhobbyto

rovideabalancedndmore
avourableiewof aviculture.

It hadnotoccurredo theWorld
Parrof rustthattheManifesto

mighthavevalueasadirectmeans
of assistingviculturistg a
politicalstruggleyutthisis what
hashappenedd NewZealand.

Heras alettefromNZ member
DawnStewarto oureditor,
Rosemaryow:

"DealRosemary
Pleaseonveyhis'BIG THANK
YOU'totheWorldParrofTrustfor

therecenpublicatiorf 'A
Manifestéor Aviculture'TheNew
ZealanéParroSocietysentacopy
toallmembersndit hasbeemut
toverygooduseA recentTradén
Endangere&®pecieAmendment
Bill', if it hadbeenatccjﬂ?dln
parliamenin its origindform,
wouldhaveendedviculturen
NewZealandNo onecouldhave

affordedhecostsnvolvedmany

wouldloseiobsandbusinesses.
TheManifestavassento many
membersf parliamenib fight for
avicultureandto presshecasdor
captivebreedingurendangered

parrotsAlsothankgjoto Rosemary

Lowwhobackedisupwith
informationyvhichresultedn
newspaperticleghefollowing
day.

In conclusioryoumayhave
gathereffomtheabovethosewith
parrotinteresté NewZealand
havebeenwvorkingovertimeOne
goodhingto havecomeof all this
is thatmanypeopléaveworked
togethem countriesvorld-wideo
helpsaveparrotbreedingrom
becomingxtinctin NewZealand.
Manymaynoteverrealiseahisfact!

Onbehalfof all parrotoversn
NewZealand andourparrotof
coursepurgratefuthankgor your

supporandhelpin ourhourof
need.

DawnStevart."”
UNHAPPYRELATIONSHIP

Frommy ownbriefvisitto New
Zealandwoyearsgo,andother
contactd, canconfirmthatthe
relationshipetweerthe
authoritiesandaviculturés nota
happyone. It seemghatahistory
of illegalbirdmovementsetween
NewZealandAustralisandtherest
of theworldhasresultedn theNZ
Departmerdf Conservatiotaking
ajaundicediiewof avicultureasa

Roto andlti with keeperThey wererescuedwhenthe henwaskilled by stoatsnearlake
Rotoiti Nelson.LandcareResearctbroughtthesetwo malesto OranaPark, Christchurch,

to handreaiin April, 1995.

Photo: A/an Hodkinson

Kaka sitting atopa PungaTree Fern Log.

whole. As wehavesaidin the
Manifest@ndelsewhere,
responsiblaviculturistshoulchot
bemadédo sufferfor theexcesseast

afewirresponsibliedividuals.

LETTERFROMMINISTER

Hereis aletterfromtheNZ

Ministerof ConservatiotheHon.
Dr. Nick Smith:

"DearRonandDawnStevart,
Thankyoufor yourrecentetter
aboutheconseérvatioof South
IslandKakaandKakapo.
As mypreviousorrespondance
hasindicatedmy department
continueto focusresearchnd

managemeaffortonreversinghe
declineof SoutHslandKaka
populationsnthemainland.

Captivébreedingnaysafeguard
populationg theshort-ternbut,
withouta safehabitain whichto
returntheseirds,andunlessve
havedevelopeduccessful
reintroductiotechniquedttie
benefilis gainedn thelong-termin
themeantimehepopulatioris
safeguarded theconfinesf
CodfishislandTheSouthsland
Kakaco-ordinatais presently
assessintpeoutcomef arelease
programméor captive-rearddorth
IslandKaka Shouldhistechnique
besuccessfih establishingirds
backintothewild, theneedor a
SoutHslandKakabreedingnd
releasprogrammwill be
reassessed.

Thankyoufor yourviewson

Kakag)cmanagememmicharealso
noted.

Photo: A/an Hodkinson

Yourssincerely
Nick Smith

Ministerof Conservation."

Not muchencouragemethere.
Verydisappointinfpr New
Zealandenshowouldlike to be

ableto breedheirownnativebirds,
asacontributiottowardgheir
conservatiomndalsgustfor the
thrill of it, withnofinancial
motivationwhatever.

It mustsurelybepossibléor the
authoritieso select groupof
experienceaviculturisteshocould
beentrustedith a smallnumbeof
importanbirdssuchasKakaand
Kea,andbeexpectetb increase
theirnumberasinsurancagainst
theperilsfacedby thewild
populations.All thebirdswould
remairthepropertyof theNZ

overnmengndoffspringmight
\9vell becandidatemprelgnasg\t

someéimein thefuturewhenwe
haveearnedowto dothiswith
captivebredbirds. (Donotthink
thiswill notbeachieved seghe
encouragingrticleonthereleasef
EchoParakeeis thisissue.)

BACKTOTHEMANIFESTO

Returnindo thegenerasubjecof
our 'Manifesto'wecanreporthat
it waswellreceivedy somepther
bird conservatioorganisationsyt
wedid notgeta singlaesponser
acknowledgemeinbmanyof the
140CITESManagement
AuthoritiesWewill punisithemby

sendingt agairwith aletterasking
for theirreactionandcomments.



New Zealand's Vanishin

SOUth I Sl and K akaby Dawn Stewart

Ithou%hyourr_eaderma iketo
knowwhatthisbirdlookdike and
someof its habiteandhistory . Asit
isbecomingncreasingly
endangered all areasf theSouth
Islandwherat still survives.
AlthoughNewZealand'parrots
arenotthemostcolourfuln the
world,theirfriendlyively and
clownistendearingabitsnakeup
forthis. TheS1 Kakais themost
colourfubbf all ourspecieasits
colourrangencludesvhite yellow,
orangered-scarlebrownand
greenThisparrotweighsaround
900g.ands abou#t5cmin length.
A featuref Kakais alsoits
colourfuredunderwinglisplay
whenflying.Its strongbealcantear
off treebarkandcanquickly
demoliskalargerottingtreetrunk,
in ordetto find Huhugrubgvery
largewhitegrubseaterby Maori).
TheKakavoiceis loud,harshand
gratingbuttheyalsohaveavery
melodiousall,aswell asa
whistlingcall. Foodsarefruits,
flowerspollenandnectargrubs,
seedandgreerfood.

SeMI NOCTURNAL

Kakahaveaprominenplace
amongurbirdsandarelike Kea,
semi-nocturnalheyareusually
quietandsitin largetreecanopies,
wherdheyaredifficultto see
duringheday. Wherflying they
uttertheirloudscreamsisif
pronouncintheifjoy of living.
Theirtonguesarebrustorlory-like
withwhichtheycollecthectaand

ollenfromcrimsomataflax and
owaiflowers.Thisin turn

fertilisesandassisti the

propagatioof theirnativeforests.
HoneydewontheBlackbeeclirees
is beingeaterby introducedasps
anddenieKakathisfoodalso.
Stuntedegetatioandgrasslanadsf
thePortHills, nearChristchurch,
wereplaceKakacouldbefound
grazin .Butnotar&/ Qreas
xtinctioroccurredlI thisarea

wherd livedmanyearsago.

OLDTREESEINGCUTOUT

Largeolddeadreesrebeingcut
outof ournativeforestsand
broughbutby helicopteior
milling. Thesdreest isthought
areprobablynainnestingitesin

whichKakabreedhavindarge
holesvhicharemostsuitabldor

theséirds. As NewZealanavasa

landwith nopredatorandtheonlv
mammals/eretwobats Kakadid

notneedanyprotectiomnthe
ground.Butnowwehavestoats,
ferretspossumsatsandwild cats,
whichall preyonbirdsandeggs.
WhennestingccurghenoiseKaka
makewhernfeedingcanbeheardup
to 1Km. away.Youngwhen
fledgingcannotfly verywell atall,
andthereforstayonor neathe
groundor aroundhreedays. So
%/ouwill seeKakaarenotequipped
o combaattack$romthe
predatorsEitherin thenesting
cavity or beforegheyoungbirds
haveearnedhebasicartof flight.

THREATFROMINTRODUCED
SPECIES

Overonehundregearsagoour
governmenwaswarnef the
threatfo theseandotherspeciest
stoatandferretavereintroduced.
Buttheywereintroducedb control
rabbitywhichtheyhavenotdone)
andnowweareseeingheeffects.

Nestsaarenowbeingplundered
continuallysoveryfewKakacan
breednotonlyareeggsandyoun
killed butaIS(}t/hehe%gs.Codcyksareg
thoughto outnumbenens50to |,

andalthouglsomdlocksof around
20birdshavebeerseeron Stewart

Islandpnewondersf theseare
mainlycockbirds.In thewiderarea
of Canterburwherawe live, there
isreallyonlyoneareavheresome
Kakaarestill surviving.

NOBREEDING

Nobreedindnasoccurredor
severyearswith thepairsthey
havemonitoredwithfour outof
five breedindgnenilled onnestin
onebreedingeasotastyear.In
SouthlantbrestdD.O.c. staffsa
thebirdsmonitoredhavenotbre
for five yearspbuthenshavebeen
saved.t isthoughhensvereable
to getawaybecausef thenoise
whichthepredatormadegetting
overtin stripSwhichhadbeen
placedoundhetrees.Thetin was

to stopthemgettingo theKaka
nestdutwasunsuccessfuNor

wasanelectridencearoundhe
baseof thetreesuccessful080a
poisortokill predatords being
droppedby helicopters forests.
Unfortunatelitaka,t hasbeen
provedeatenoughl08@o belethal

Il captivity.Numbersf S1 Kaka
areunknown.Mostareon Stewart

andCodfisHslandssouthof the
mainland.Theséslandsalsohave
predatoproblemsThefuturelooks
grim,especiallpswearenot
allowedo captivébreedheseirds.

Theres onegoodcaptivepairof
Kaka(S.l),buttheyhavenotbred
recently.
WehavebredKea,buthavebeen
toldbyD.O.c.wearenotallowed
to, andhavecontinuallyleadedo
D.O.Ctolet somédreedingf
Kakatakeplace. Thistheystatds
nota priorlty. Theywill insteadry
to rid theSoutherAlpsof all
browserandpredatoryr atleast
controlthem. Thisis analmost

impossibléask butis whatis
neededlheGovernmeititasbeen
tryingto getrid of rabbitsor one
hundred/earsvithoutsuccesso
wedon'tholdoutmuchhopeThere

aretoomanypredatorto betotally
successful.

LETTEROFSUPPORT

Rosemariow sentaletterof
supportvhenaskedandmany
world-widedidthesame.These

lettersagainsthenon-breeding
directiveof NewZealand's
endangerezpeciesyhichD.O.C.
hasin place havebeertabledn
Parliameraindtalkshavebeen
continuingvith theMinistryof
ConservatioiVearereceiving
moresupporandnowhavethe
backingf theHigh Countnboard
of Trusteeandthe DeputyDirector
Generabf D.O.c. All arebacking
themovefor usto beallowedo
breedburendangerezpeciesThis
isreallyapoliticalmatterwith
someoppeoplenavinghebelief
thatextinctioris bettetthan
captivity.

Ourworkwill continueaswe
sincerelpelieven thefactthatall
endangerdadrdsshouldebredfor

Kaka.

g Parrots

futuregenerationsiVedonot
believat is for somehumanso say
thatthesebirdscannosurviveinto

thefuturein caﬁtivityaswell asin
thewild. SouthslandKakas'

survivahangsn delicatdalance.

KAKAUPDATENOVEMBERL997

By Rosemarytow
Thesituatiorfor theNorthlsland

Kakais rapidlydeterioratinghs so
manynestlligfemalesreklilledby
predatorgheratio of maleto
femalesthoughto be
approximately:1.Thisfigurewas
estimatedftertherecentapturef
14birds,whichwerethenreleased.
In Novembef 99&helastknown
femalein theNelsorareavas

observettyingto getoutof her
nestindhole.Shewassuccessful
aftertwo or threeattemptsttached
to herlegwasa brownstoatwhich
shemanagetb shakeff. Shewas
founddeadater presumablgsthe
resultof thestoatattackThestudy
wasbeingcarriecbutby BrianKarl
of Landcar&®esearclouthasnow
ended.

Thereareonlytwo pairsof South
IslandKakain captivityThosevho
holdtheNorthisland<akashave
beennstructedby theDepartment
of Conservatioto preventhem
frombreedingBothformsof Kaka
aredecliningsofastthatcaptive
breedings probablyheonly
realistichopeof savinghemWill
theDOCwaituntil thespecies
nearlyextinctashappenedith the
Kakapobefordntervening?

If so,theywill nothavemuch ]
longerto wait... It .y

PhotoD. Stewart



Fundacion Arahelps to preserve
MeXICO'S parrotS by rosmary Low

MEXICOthepopulaconception
is of alandof colourfupeople,
wearindig hatsandeatmgspicy
foodsinfluencetly ancient
civilizationssuchastheMayasand
theAztecsButif yourinteresis in
parrotonservatiothepictures a
verydifferenbneMexico'sapid
ﬁopulatiog_rowthn recenyears

agesulteth muchhabitat
destructioordegradatioithe
approximateB0parrotspecies
(expertdifferwhent comeso
dividing specieandsub-species)
arethreatendal habitatossand
trappingThesamenld story...

An invitatiorto visitthis
fascinatingountrygavemethe
opportunitio find outmorejn
SeptembérisyearMexicois big -
eightandahalftimeslargethan
GreaBritain- thussevemays
providedittle morethanataster.
Butl enjoyedheflavoursomuch)
am.suré will returnragairand

agam.
\%lhatmadethisshortvisitso

memorabl@asnotthebeautyof
thecountryor evertheappeabf
theparrotshuttheveryspecial
peoplavithwhoml wasprivileged
to spendnytime.FundacioAra
wassetuptwoyearsago lts
urposistorehabilitater breed
romconfiscateahddonated
parrot@ndotherMexicarbirds.
Overseeirtheprojecis
veterinariabr Miguel-Angel
Gomestarzaywhosénteresin
Mexico'dirds especiallparrotsis
alife-longone Aswiththeother
staffmembersg)l aspectsf
ecologyascinateim.Heis the
authoof TheParrotof Mexico- A
NaturaHistory whichwill be

publishedh Spanisknd Englishat
theendof thisyear.

DanielGarzal oborandJuan
Julianvargasvorkwith thebirdsat
theFoundation'Beadquartebait
spendnoretimein thefield. Juans
aspecialigh thefaunaof cave-
dwellingspecieandhasvery
extensiv&nowledgef Mexico's
avifaunahehasspentmuchof his
workinglife in thefield. Thedepth
of hisknowledg®nwidelydiverse
subjectss trulyimpressive.

ORNITHOLOGISTAND BIRD
PHOTOGRAPHER

Danielis theyoungestnembeof
theteambuthasalreadynadehis
markasanornithologisandbird
photographéievisitedan
exhibitiorof his birdphotographat
Planetaridlfain Monterrey.
Extremelyartistichisphotographs
demonstratbatbird photography
is anartformonalevelwithtile
highestankingartists(Oneof his
photograplis indeliblyprintedn
my mind:smallwader@nabeach
atsunsetheirlight bodiedit by the
flashagainsadarkforegroundnd
aredsky.) alsoadmiredhisvideo

photographyiecouldhavehada
careensafilm-maker.

Thefourthmembeof theteamis

biologistMariaCatalindorrasShe
workswith thebirdsandtheplants
attheFoundationandherlovefor
bothis veryevidentThehumorous
andkindlyCarlod_eal,ageneticist

t b it k t-ti
SAReR st BkIowSRa-tme
includesexingirdsusing DNA
techniqueandbreedinghe

criticallyendangeradenezuelan
RedSiskin As hishobbyis

Miguel GomezGarzaand RosemaryLow in the nesting habitat of the Maroon-fronted

Parrot.
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Photo: RosemaryLow

Rapidly descendingclouds obscurethe nestingcliffs.

breedingValinoisCanariesamore
appropnatpersorcouldhardly
havebeerfound!
Theheadquarteesesituateanly
aboutl5minutegrom Monterrey,
Mexico'sthirdlargestity,in the
stateof Nuevd_eon .t is locatedn
thenorth-easteartof the
republicMorethan500birdsare
housedn aviariesn anareaichin
treesAndyetlittle morethantwo
yearsagoit wasawastelandhere

nothinggrew Patrorof the
Foundatiors SenoAlfonsoRomo.

He andhiswife Macaandthe

companyulsa@arecontributingnot
onlytothewelfareof Mexico's
avifaunandforestdutare
educatinghepeoplén thesouth
(someof whomspeako Spanish),
regardingustainablmethodef
agricultureSrRomapurchasethe
landfor theFoundation's

headquarters.

HORNEDGUANSAND OTHER
RARITIES

Onthesideof amountainin an
areaingedwith mountainghe
pathwayvindsup a steefslope,
with aviarieandtreedlankingthe
path.Mostof the 116aviariesare
onthelowerlevel. Thenewerwones,
onlyrecentlycompletedarenotyet
fully occupiedMuchthoughhas
beengivento theirdesignfor
examplespeciatleemest-boxes
havebeerconstructefbr cliff-
nestingspecieExtremelyare
speciemcludehemysterious
HornedSuan(Oreophasis
derbianusfromvolcaniacloud
forestandtheSolitaryEagle
(Harpyhaliaetusolitarius)
perhapsheonlyonein captivity.

Photo: RosemaryLow

Howeverasl amwritingfor
PsittaScenéwill try tokeepothe
subjecof parrots!

Theﬁurposf FundacioArais
therehabilitatiorreleasand
breedingf Mexicarbirds.Mostof
thesebirdshavebeerconfiscatelly
theauthoritiedn Mexicojt isno
Ionﬂerpermitted_bke_e ndangered
or threatenegiativebirds A fine of
theequivalendf abou2,00Gcan
nowbeimposedTlrappingnd
sellingof nativebirdsis being
broughundercontrol Thetimewill
soorberightto releasspecies
whichhavebeertrappeautof
existencen certairareas.

Oneof thesas theMilitary
Macaw(Aramilitarismexicanajn
acertaimreaabouthreehours
driveawaygoodhabitahas
survivedor thisspecied.was
showramagnificenaviary50m
(164ft)longand 15m(48ft)highin
whichconfiscateMilitarieswere
beingprepareébr releaseThey
will bejomedby parent-reared
youngProbablyabou®0birdswill

takepartin thefirstreleasetothe
habitatvherethismacavhas

becomextinct.

Theaviaryitselfwasinspiredy
Miguel-Angel'visitto Paradise
Parkearliethisyear. Theoutside
perimeteis landscapedithtrees
andtheinsidewith treeqstill small)
andlargebranchewhichhavebeen
lightly cementethto permanent
perchingreasgr~sgrowsonthe
floor.Thecentrepiecksa
magnificentockpoolwherehe
macawgnjoydrinkingandbathing.

Weclimbedup to theobservation
roomwhichoverlookscovered

sectioratoneend wherehenest-
boxesaresituatedMany



The aviaries at FundaciénAra arehiddenamid denseplanting.

aviculturistdreanof winninghe
lotterysothattheycanconstrucin
aviaryof thismagnitudein
appropriatsurroundings!

Someviariesontairguitelarge
group®f confiscatedlmazons
Greencheekédimazona
viridigenalisandRed-lored
(A.a.autumnaligpr exampleMost
of thesdnaveyetto moultouttheir
cutflightfeatheraVhertheydo
theywill bepairedupfor breeding.
Theiryoungwill bereleaseih
suitablareasThesameapplieso
theGreerConuregAratinga
holochloraandtheOrange-fronted
(Acanicularis).

LUTINOAMAZONS

Mutatiorenthusiastsouldhave
beerenthralletb segwolutino
Red-loreAmazonsindacinnamon
Green-cheekedl werehatchedh

thewild. Therewasalsoa pairof
cinnamomiRed-maskedonures

AratingaerythrogenyfpmPeru.
%’heFoundatiohasrecel)\)/ea
numbenof interestingpeciesf
Barrotstoucanandaracariﬁrom

eru.

| especiallgnjoyedeeingwo
speciefomtheTredMarias
Islandsoff thecoasbfwestern
Mexico.TheFoundatioreceived
permissioto visittheislandsndto
obtairafewbirds Astheareas a
penakettlementew peopleare
ableto gothereA_Ithou%hﬂany
Amazorbreeders theUSA
believahattheyhavethe
tresmariasub-species the
DoubleYellow-headmazonthey
arewrongTheyhavemagna.
A.o.tresmariae anextremearity
in avicultureTheFoundatiohas
nineyoungpirdswhichwill form
thenucleusf abreeding
programmaét alsohasaformfrom
thosaslandsvhichperhapbas
neveibeerin aviculturdeforethe
subspecied theMexicarParrotlet
Forpugyanopygiussularisit

Photo: RosemaryLow

wasveryinterestingp notethelight
bluesheemntheunderpartsf the
males.

Howeverfor me theopportunity
to seeaparrosspeciesvhichfew
haveeverseteyeson,was
somethingvhichl hadlooked
forwardto for alongtime.The
Maroon-fronteBarrot
(Rhynchopsittarrisi)is oneof the
leastknownparrotof the
neotropicg-ewhaveseerit in the
wild; evermostpeoplavholive in
thearedt inhabitslonotknowof
its existenceifter | visitedits
habitat] understoodhy.

TheMaroon-fronteBarrots not
unliketheMexicanThick-billed
Parrof(R.pachyrhynch#)is
slightlylargemwith aslightlylarger
beakTheforehead reddisSh-brown
insteadf red,theunderwing
covertaregrey(notyellow)and
theshadef greerns slightlydarker.
(SedhebackpageParrotsn the

Wild in theNovembef993and
February996ssueof
PsittaScenepthof whichfeature
thisspecieslhesixconfiscated
birdsattheFoundatioaretheonly
onedn captivity.

Fewothemparrotsn theentire
worldaresowell protectedly their
habitatTo catcloneof these
parrotds impossibleexcepusing
slingshotsTheyliterallylive upin
thecloudsThosecapturednay
havebeerbroughto theground
duringahurrican@r perhapéell
fromanest.

| wasprivilegedo betakerby
Miguel,DanielandJuarto themain
breedingreaf thespeciedn
Septembeypungchicksarein the
nestthusalargepartof theentire
populatiortanbelocatecatone

site After anearlystartwedrove
for oneandahalfhouranto the

mountainsf Nuevd_eon.The

scenerys breathtakinglever
beforehavel seemangeuporrange
of mountainsnostof themsheer-
facedandimpenetrabletretching
asfar astheeyecansee highand
wide!Wereachedanaltitudeof

2,300m(7,500ftandleft behindour
4WDvehicleThenwe startedo
climbthroughhepine-oakorestlt
wasverysteemmndthethicklayer
of pineneedlesindsmallcones
madehegoingslipperylt tookus
11/Aourgo ascenanly400m
(1,300ft). Of cours¢hemenon
theirowncouldhavegotuptheren
half thetime!Theyhavehada
lifetimeonMexico'smountain
slopesMiguel,for examplehas
beenwatchingerrisisincel982

andJuans anexpertountain
climber.

Weclimbedhroughafascinating
areawhergheoaktreesvere
festoonewvith air plantsButterflies
wereplentifulbutbirdswerescarce.
Wesawtheoccasiond@cruhlay
(Aphelocomeoerulescenahd
spensomdimeobserving Blue-
throatedHummingbirgLampornis
dementiae)whichhasprominent
whitemarking®nthetail. Long

beforewenearedhetopwecould
heathemacaw-likeriesof the
Maroon-fronteRarrots.

Whenwehadalmosteachethe

top,theywerefar aboveus,flying
abouthesteegaceof themountain
in whichtheynestEventhrough
thespottingelescoptheywere
little morethanblackdotS Butthat
wasascloseaswe couldgo! No
onehasyetbeerableto scaleghe
sheefaceof themountain.
Thehabitabf thisspeciesanonly
bedescribedsincredibleit must
beseerto bebelievedAlthough
hadreaddescriptionandseen
photographsf themountaind,was
unprepareir theheightandthe
inaccessibilitpf thenestingrea.
Theseparrotsarequiteliterally
living lllthecloudsAfterlistening
to theircallsfor acoupleof hours
andseeinghemonly asdarkspecks
movingagainsthefaceof the
mountainthecallingincreased.
Duringthattimethecloudshad
closedn onus,blottingoutthesun.
Suddenhtheparrotstartedo pass
througltheclouds flocksof 30,
40,20andsmallegroupsThe
estimatevasof aboutl50birds My
companionwereelatedecause
seldormhadtheyseesomany
togethemMigueltold methatthe
largestlockwasalmostertainly

A cinnamonmutation of the Green-cheekedmazon is amongconfiscatedbirds which are caredfor at the foundation'sheadquarters.

Photo: RosemaryLow
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composeaf non-breedingjrds.

It is believedhatabou®8pairs
nesin thecentraall atthis
locationThetotalpopulatiomf the
speciess impossibléo estimatéut
Miguelsuggestatatit maybeless
than1,00®irds.Themainproblem
forthisspecies Mexico'sapidly
growingpopulatiorfabou0
millionpeople)-orestsvhichwere
onceprotectedy theirremoteness
are nowbeingsettlearevenused
for cattlegrazmglllegalfelling
continue$Vesawalorryloaded
withillegallogs.Thereshouldsoon
betwoforestangeri thearea
whereve sawtheparrots not
sufficienthutbettethannonelt is
notsomuchthebirdswhichareat
riskbutthepine-oafforeston
whichtheydependbr theirfood.In

additionthepreservatioof the
forestss vital for watercatchment

andto moderatthelocalclimate.

COMMUNITYNESTINGSITES

Onlytwolargecommunityesting
sitefthisspecieareknown- and
thisisthemostimportanfThe
Maroon-frontdélarrobreedsnly
in cliffsnearforestaithagood
diversityof conifersln additiorto
pineseedst feedontheseeds
andnectaof onespeciesf Agave.
Unfortunateljts numberbave
suffereégreatleclinen recent
yearsOnlytwo decadeagoflocks
numberingeverahundredirds
wereeportedpowtheyareathing
of thepastlllegalfellingaswell as
thegrazingf cattleandgoatsn the

forestshavedegradethehabitatlt
waddifficultto seavhatstockcould

grazen- perhapafewsucculents.

Cuttingheforestdiasinevitably
ledto drough{will Manneveitearn
thislesson?yyhichmeanshat
foresfiirescanspreaduickly,

furthererodindhehabitat.
Duringmy visitl wasaskedo

giveaninterviewto areportefrom
El Norte oneof thenational
newspapeiswaspleasetb have
theopportunityo emphasighe
importancef preservmtheforests
andprotectingarrotsvorld-wide

fromillegaltradel wasalsoableto
describthevaluablavorkof

Fundaciofirra. Theinterview

appearagextmorning.
Mexicchasmanymountainous
areasvheremomanhasevettrod.
Unfortunatelypostparrospecies
cannosurvivan suchareas
becausteirfoodsourcewouldbe

limited. Onourwayto Saltilloa
coupleofdaydaterMiguelpointed
outto mea stanaf Pinuscatarinae
onadistanmountainidge The
staneéxtendednlyaboubkrn.Yet
everyOctobetheMaroon-fronted
Parrotéind theirwaythereto feed
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This enormousaviary for Military Macawsintendedfor releasewas inspired by Miguel GomezGarza'svisit to ParadisePark.

ontheseedsf thepine Theyoung
fledgeattheendof Octobeto
coincidaevith thegreatest
availabilityof pineseedsThetotal
populatiors, perhapdimitedby
theavailabilityof food.
Withtheexceptiomf theScarlet
Macawwhichis nowalmosextinct
in Mexico,theMaroon-fronted
Parrohasthemostrestrictedange
andis theleasnhumerousf all
Mexico'sparrotsThebiologistsat
FundacioAraarecurrently
planningo publisha bookabout
theuniqueparrotof thecloudsof
Mexico'sSierraMadreOriental.
Thiswill surelybejustoneof many

imf)ortantontribu_tionwhichthey
will maketo thesciencend

literatureof theavifaunaf Mexico.

FurthereadingsedPsittaScene
August1991paged-8.

MEXICO'SAVIFAUNA

Saltillois in theneighbouringtate
of Coahuilaahistoridownwitha
magnificentathedraHereis
situatectl MuseadelasAvesde
Mexico(theMuseunof theBirds
of Mexico) Everyoneof Mexico's
1,01Mird speciess preservedsa
mountedpecimein attractive
displaysn asimulatediatural
settingMexicohasmorethan750
residenbird speciedt has80
endemispeciesncludindfive or
sixendemiparrotsthe Thick-bill,
theMaroon-frontedndthelittle
Mexicaror Blue-rumpe®arrotlet.
TwoAmazongsreendemiche
Green-cheekeaddFinsch'glilac-
crowned)(If theDoubleYellow-
headeds consideredsa separate
specieghenit hasthreeendemic
Amazons.pftheparrotsfive are

onAppendixl (endangeredy

CITES:theMilitaryandScarlet
MacawsandtheThick-billand

Maroon-frontedhe Green-cheeked

Amazorwasa newadditionthis
earLossof habitais themain
hreato theexistencef all five

species.

neof thereasonfor therich
avifaunas dueto thewealthof
bioticprovinces18havebeen
identified Differentkindsof habitat
includecloudforestrainforest,
tropicalkevergreeforesttropical
deciduouforestthornforest,
savannahndtropicalscrubln the
temperateegionshabitatypes
includepine-oakorest(thomeof the

Maroon-fronteBarrot)chaparral

(dwarfevergreenak)forests,

mesquitgrasslandnddesertMost

of Mexico'sparrotsare of course,

- ——

Photo: RosemarylLow

inhabitantef thetropicalzonedut
theycanbefoundwherevethere
aregoodsourcesffood,evenin
quiteheavilypopulatedreasNot
far outsideghecity of Monterrey
sawGreerConuresThisis theleast
colourfulof theAratingaspecies,
beingentirelygreerwithyellow-
greerundemwing covertsJust
beforeduska groupof five,
probablyafamtly wasfeedingn
thetopof alargetree.Suctclose
viewsof Green-cheek@dnazons
eludednel brieflyglimpse@noisy
flock of abou30birdsafterwaiting
for twohoursn alikely location.
Theareavasonewhichcontained
manytreesandgardensandalarge
parkwhergheAmazonsftenfed
mtheearlymorningThey
wereattractedo theripening [ |
nutsof thepecarirees. |'[ .y

Daniel GarzaTob6nwith Tres Marias Amazons.
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HITMENKILL THEBIRDMAN
OFPALMA

Themanwiththebiggestollection
of parrotstnacawandcockatoom
Europeavasshotdead/esterdain
Mallorcaalongwith hiseight-year-
old sonandmaid Policethinkthey
werevictimsof aMafia-styléhit
squad'.

ManfredMeisel49,abeer
importeknownonMallorcaas

‘TheBeerKing'wasfoundwitha
bulletin hisheadn hisvilla near

PalmaHehadtold friendsof

feelingundethreatinceMarch,

perhapbecausef theenormous
amounbf casthehandledh

connectiowith hisexotidirds,
whichheimportedromthe
PhilippineandSingapore.
Nomoneyor creditcardsvere
takerfromhisvilla, andnotone
valuabldird freedrom400cages.
Thekillersscaled spiked
perimetefenceandeludedive
guarddogsMeisel'sson Patrick,
wasshotwicein thetemplevhile
hewassleepingClaudid_eisen30,
whotendedhenewlyhatched

chickseveryfourhoursappearett
havehadherwriststiedbeforeshe

wasshotin theback.

PDDUPDATE

Continuousupporis needy the
IAS toraise€fundsfor PDD
researchDDis alsoknownas
"MacawWastindiseaseToraise
thesdundsthelnternational
AviculturistSocietyppeal® the
entireaviculturatcommunitgswell
asindividuacompaniohird
ownerslAS is anon-profit

A K ERPOSI TONI

donations thePDDprojectre
directealonation®r PD
ResearclandlAS will absortany
overheadxpense administering
thisproject.
AdditionallyyourlASPDD
donationarefrequentlynatched
with fundsfromothergovernment
or privatesourcet multiplythe
effectof yourdonation.
Sendyourdonationt: PDD
Fund|nternation&viculturists
SocietyPOBox2232] aBelle FL
33975USA . Fax:(941)675-8824.
Phone(941)674-0321.

TONYSILVAAPPEAIDENIED

Morenewsonparrotsmuggler,
TonySilva,onAugust18th,1997
theUS Courtof AppealsSeventh
CircuitaffirmedheDistrictCourt
(DistrictCourtfor theNorthern
Districtof Illinois,Easteriivision)
rulingwhichdeniedheappedliled
by TonySilvaaskinghathis
motionto withdrawhisguilty plea
bepermittedAlsoaffirmedwasthe
DistrictCourt'sulingregardingvr
Silva'sclaimthaterrorsveremade
in thesentencingrocesgNo.96-
4026) CircuitudgdRipplewrote
theCircuitCourt'dlecision.

Regardinthematterselatedo
Mr Silva'smotionto withdrawhis

guiltypleathe SeventlCircuit
wrote"Thedecisiorof thedistrict
courtto denythemotionto
withdrawtheguilty pleawashardly
anabusef discretionlt was
groundedh acommon-sense
evaluatioof therepresentations
made..itightof theunchallenged
testimonypresentedandthe
witnesseseardy thecourtduring
thesentencinigearing."
Regardinthematterselatedo

BOOKREVIEW

Mr Silva'sclaimthaterrorswere
maden these_ntencinpl[oce_sahe
SeventiCircuitwrote:"Thedistrict
court..determingidatthereduction
[in Mr Silva'ssentencejasnot
warrantedlhecourtconcluded
that,despiténisguilty pleaMr
Silvadeniedhisguiltin seekingo
withdrawthepleaandto shiftblame
to Mackmarandthegovernmerior
havingentrappeldim.Thecourt
furtherfoundthathehadnotbeen
truthfulin hisowntestimonyluring
sentencingndhis versiorof the

offencesubmittedo theprobation
office.Thedistrictcourt'sdecision

notto awardhereductionvaswell
‘within a zoneof reasonable

responsds thefacts.™
Thedecisions citedas:199AWL

4690360th Cir. (L) ).

THEMANAGEMENTOF
CORRUPTIOM VENEZUELA

Concernedbouparrotsvorld-

wide WPTwereinterestetb reada
reportfromJulioCesacCenteno,
PhD,(aforestryspecialistrom
Venezuelaabouthedevelopments
of thenaturearea Imatacajn

"WhattheParrofToldAlice" by DaleSmith

Reviewedby EmmaGreig(agel4)

"Whenl wastold abouthisbook,whichis targetedowardyoung
peoplenevedid | guesshatl wouldbereadinganovelthatdealswith the
Internationadoncernsf theillegalimportatiorof wild parrotand
macawsThestory setin 1996ijs abouta 12yearold girl namedilice

whocomedgo realiseéheimportancef conservatiowith thehelpof her
EclectusarrotBo. Theentirebookfocuse®nhimexplainingoAlice

howpeoplesxhaustvild parrop

lationdecausef greed smuggling

birdsto Americdor profit. Sever®therPsittacineharacteralsotell how
theyarrivedn thepetmarketSomeof thesenarrativeareheart-
wrenchindpecaustheyaren'just talesin abook.Thereis truthto all of
them Oneof thecharacteiis SimonaSpix'sMacawa severely

endangerespecies.....

'It's muchtoolatefor me Alice' saidSimon.'Butyoucanhelp.Youmust
help.Therearemanyotherprotectedpeciefh dangeof extinction not
only parrotsbutotheranimalsandotherplantsandotherinsectsEvery

oneof themisimportanto thehealthof thisplanetandwhoknowswhat

secrettheyhold.

Venezueldhemainissues

highlightedn thisreporthavebeen
summarisedsfollows:

"In anoperletteraddressed the
PresidentfVenezuelaateday
the 17th,1997,2Cenvironmental
groupsin co-ordinatiowith a
largemumbenf prominentitizens,
denouncgrossabusef powerand
adeceitfumanipulationf public
opinionjin orderto approven
Cabineamanagemeptanfor a
reservéhesizeof Holland.

As aconsequendieCommission
ontheEnvironmentf the
Venezuela@ongreswill summon
five Ministersbetweedunel2and
Junel4 to clarifythesituationthe
minister®f theEnvironment,
EnergyandMines Defence,

PlanningandFrontiersaswellas
theDirectorof theForesBervice.

At thesamdime,thePresiderudf
the Collegeof Anthropologistznd
20environmentandsocialgroups
haverequesteftomthePresident

of theRepubli@andtheAttorney
Generatheannulmentf the

obscurelecisiontakerby the
Cabinebf Ministers."

Thisbookhasawayof makingheproblemsnoreimmediate notsomethingf anothetimeandplaceupon

whichonecanhavenoeffect.”

WhattheParroff oldAliceis aremarkablstoryfoundednfact.lt is destinetio awakentheconscienoaf
youngpeopléo crucialissue®f ourtime,suchashabitatlestructioandexploitatiorof wildlife. It deserve® be
read(andwill begreatlyenjoyedby all thinkingpeopldromnineto 90.It is somuchmorethana children'story
- it is acryfromthehearof oneof anincreasingandof forward-lookingndividualsvhounderstarttie
destructionf theworld'sresourcesiustbe haltedquickly ,andthatthiscanbedoneonly by educatingoday's

youngpeople.

WhatheParrofoldAliceisBN 0-9651452-%aftcovet2§aged|ustratedithlinedrawingévailabie

theUSAfromDeerCreekPublishing?O Box2594NevadeCity, Ca95959price$11.9%lus$3shippinglnthe
UK it is availabléromInsignisPublication$?O Box 100 MansfieldNottsNG209NZ,price£6.95lus70ppost
andpackagingpversegsostagextra).
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Imatacés richin ecosystenand
biodiversityndis coveredvith
pristingropicaforestsButit also
hasalot of gold,andthereforalot
of potentialor minersThearea
wasdesignateaforesteservand
aprotectedredn the 1980s
thereforé shouldhavebeen
permanentpyrotectetb safeguard
itsnaturatesourceandecological
processewhilststill allowingthe
selectivharvesdf industriatimber
andhontimberforestproducts,
throughongtermconcessionso

datenearhhalfthereservénas
beerallocatetb forest

conceSSlOnalres.

Inthe1980sind1990spnlythe
smalminercamebuttheywere
followeddy thebiginternational
miningcompanieshichmeanbig
moneyWhiletheministryof mines
helpedhecompanidsy allocating
concessiortheMinistryof the
Environmemtrepared
managemaeapianforthereserve
whichwouldallowsuchmining
activitieso takeplace.

"OnMay7th,1997theMinistry
of theEnvironmerandtheMinistry
of Minescalledameetingo present
theirmanagemepianto public
scrutinyasrequiredby law.........

TheManagemeRian
approvednthe 14thof Mayisa
cleademonstratiarf theprofound
levelof corruptiomndabusef
powethatcharacterisésepresent
administratiaof theVenezuelan
nationgbatrimonylin an
unprecedentetbasuré, divides
theForesReservef Imataca
betweeloggerandminers,
condemnirtheindigenoupeople
oftheare&o beprisonersntheir
ownlandsyiolatingnationahnd
internationgkinciple®f human
rightsandenvironmentgtotection,
whilefoolingthegeneragbublic
througlafarcicapublic
consultatiom violationof
establishethtionalle%ulationsand
of fundamentathicabnd
democratfrinciples...
...It(ftheManagemePRian]also
demonstratiée scantespecthe
governmehtdor publicopinion,
anditssubmissiale commercial
interestsegardlessf the
environmentahdsociatosts
incurred....

...Theneedo establistotally
protectedreadp conservéagile
ecosystenasdtheirbiological
diversityhasbeerignoredn the
newManagemeRtan...Thiis not
onlyaviolatiorof Presidential
Decre@.214it alsoabsurdly

resumehatin thewholeof the

oresReservtheras noneedor
trulytotallyprotectedreas.”

Thereportoncludes:
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" TheManagemetlanfor the
ForesReservef Imatacaiolates

Presidentiddecre.214,
representnerroneoustepwith
dangerousonsequencks this
reserveaswell asfor otherforest
reservem thecountrylt also
contravenesternational

agreementsgnedy Venezuela
relatedo theconservatioand
rationamanagemenf forest
resourcesheprotectiorof
biologicadiversityandthe
recognitiomndrespecdf basic
humarrights It is abackwardtep
in theVenezueladrivetoreacha
truly sustainabléevelopment
modelwhereherightsof present
andfuturegenerations abetter
life arerecognised "

NEWWPTSCIENTIFIC
ADVISOR

ForseverayearsmowtheWorld
ParrofTrusthashadthebenefiof

advicdromadistinguisheplanelof
scientifi(advisors]%iscoerﬁjgstsf
JosepM ForshawCharleg\.
MunnPhD,andAndrew
GreenwoolA, VetMB FIBiol.,
MRCVS.

Weareverypleasedo announce
thatDr. RogeWVilkinsorhasagreed
tojoin ourpanel.In additiorto
reviewingundingproposaland
othematterdhewill takea special
interesin Africanparrotslialsing
with Professdvlike PerrinatNatal
University.

Hereis abriefCV:

Curatoof BirdsatChesteZoo

sincel983.Chairof EuropeakEP
andUK JMSFParrofTaxon

AdvisoryGroups.EEPPalm
Cockato&pecie€o-ordinatoand
ESBBIlue-eyeockato&tudbook

Keeper Previouslyeniotecturer
in BlOlogicabcienceatBayero

Or. Roger Wilkinson,

UniversityKano Nigeria
researchinig bird behaviouand
ecology.Retainsesearchnkswith
WestAfricawhereadvisoffor study

onecologyof AfricanGreyParrots
in CameroonPersonakecent

researcincludedehavioural

studie®nVasaarrots.

Rogercanbecontactedirectlyat
theNorthof EnglandZoological
SocietylUpton,ChesteiCH2ILH.,
or throughWPT.

CITESAND THE SULPHUR-
CRESTELIZOCKATOO

Wereportedn ourAugusti997
'PsittaScen&hataproposato
uplistCacatuaulphure#o CITES
Appendixl waswithdrawn
followingdisapprovady Birdlife
International. Wewroteto their
Directorof PolicyD~ ColinBibby,
for moreinformation Hereis his
reply:

"Cacatuaulphureavasan
interestingne. Thisspecies
currenthflistedonappendi and
Indonesi@iasseta 0 quota.The
proposatio COPICGcamdrom
Germanynddid notincludeany
discussiowiththerangestate
(Indonesia)Weareveryconcerned
abouthestatusf Cacatua
sulphuredutwedonotbelievehis
is afruitful wayto dobusiness.
Indonesi@aluests wildlife in part
becausefits economiwalueand
thepotentiato develofsustainable
exploitation.Closingall the
potentiato re-opera controlled
tradein Cacatuaulphureavould
havesent veryunwelcomand
unhelpfumessagigomthewest.
Indonesighascommittedo
develo@ managemeptanfor the
speciewvhichdealdothwith
protectedreasndthepotentiato
regulatanyfuturetrade.This,if

new WPT scientific advisor.

successfulyouldbeavery
importantevelopmerfor
Indonesigowardsanabilityto
managés ownwildlife. We
believethatit is propetto support
thisadmirablaspirationOur
positionwassupportedy mCN
andadoptedby the conferencef
theparties.Observerguiterightly,
will belookingverycarefullyin
twoyeardimeto seghatgood
progreshasbeemadenthe
managemeptanandwewill be

doingourbesto assisindonesii
thisdirection."

GOODBYEOSCAR

Kirsty and Oscar

Wearesorryto informmemberef
thesaddeatlof OscatheScarlet
MacawA postmortenrevealethat
his deathwascausethy heart
failure,andothersymptomsf old
agelt isbelievedhatOscamwasat

leastforty yearsld,althougo-
oneknowsfor sure.

OscamwasafavouriteatParadise
Park,andwasalsothemost
successfilind-raisefor theWorld
ParrofTrustSanctuargippealSo
manyof youweretouchedby his
storythatin total,Oscamlone
raisecE3,15aowardsuildinga
sanctuarfor otherill-treatedirds.

He cameo ParadisParkin 1994,
afterhisownerfell ill. It wasthen
discoverethathehadbeenrliving
in acagensideacarrepairand
paintsprayingyaragéor over
fifteenyearsHewasin poor
conditiorwith manyfeathers
pluckedandanovergrowbeak.
Afterreceivinglentyof love,
attentiorandspeciatarehishealth
improvedenormouslyevernthough
sadlyhisplumagaeverdidreturn
toitsfull glory,andhewasnever
abletofly, becausbespentsolong
in asmallcageUnableo usehis

muscledheeventuallyosttheuse
of them.

Oscabecamae firm favouritewith
thekeeperat ParadisPark they
spoilechimrotten,andevenethim
shareheirlunch!

Needles® sayOscawill be
greatlymissed.



YOUCANHELPOS

CharlesA.Munnlll PhD.  AndrevGreenwoodMRCV'S
Fouoder Trustee WPT-USA. FounderTrusteeof
Seniorresearctbiologist. WPT-UK andWPT-USA.

Wildlife Conservation Zoo andwildlife veterinary
consultant.

Audrey Reynolds

Director, ParadisePark.
FounderTrusteeof

Society.

The World ParrotTrust UK.

Rosemary Low
Author of 'Endangered

Parrots'and 20 moreparrot
books. Editor of

PsittaScene.

Wm. Richard Porter MD
Director of the International

Aviculturists Society.
FounderTrusteeof WPT-

USA.

David Woolcock Michael Reynolds

Founderof The World
ParrotTrust,Hon. Director
of WPT-UK, Trusteeof
WPT-USA.

Curator,ParadisePark.
FounderTrusteeof The

World ParrotTrust UK.

SAVHHEPA

Lear's Macaw Echo Parakeet Redtailed Black Cockatoo

Joirus.

Becomamembeof theWorldParrof rustreceive
ourPsittaScengewsletteknowthatyouareactively
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RED-RUMPED PARAKEET

PsephotuBaematonotus

Known as Red-rumped or Red-backed Parrot in Australia and Red-rumped Parakeet in other countries, this
species is a familiar aviary subject wherever aviculture is practised. For Rosemary Low, however, the
beauty of the Redrumps was most apparent when she saw them in the wild. The pair above were among
five pairs feeding in a park a Horsham, Victoria, on November 19, 1994. An inhabitant of open, rather
than forested areas, this parakeet spends much time feeding on the ground on the seeds of grasses and

herbaceous plants. The leaves of thistles and the green seeding heads of crowsfoot (Erodium botrys) are
also relished.

Why are we using aphotograph of such a common species on this page? The truth is that we are finding
it hard to find suitable photographs. Here is an appeal to members, especially those in Australia. Many
of you must have far more exciting photographs than this one. Would you not like to see one reproduced
on this page? Just forward it to the editor or to WPT headquarters. It will be returned after use! (Slides
or prints can be used.)
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