
PROMOTING EXCELLENCE
IN PARROT CONSERVATION

AVICULTURE AND WELFARE

The World Parrot Trust VoI.9 No.4 November1997

CAROLINA MEDAL AWARDED
TO TUE ECUO
PARAKEET TEAM
In ourFebruary1997editionof

PsittaSceneweannouncedthe
WorldParrotTrust'sintentionto
makeanannualawardofThe
CarolinaMedalfor 'outstanding
achievementin parrotconservation'.
TheWPTtrusteesconsideredthat
suchanawardwouldbenefitthe
parrots,first,byencouraging
Initiativesin thisratherspecialised
areaof conservation,andsecond,by
providinganopportunityto
publicisetheplightof theparrots
aroundtheworld.
TheCarolinaMedalcanbewonin

fourdifferentcategories:'Research
& Management',whicheffectively
coversmostfieldandveterinary
activity;'Education',whichis
capableof includingawiderangeof
educationalactivities,targetedat
schools,themedia,birdkeepersetc;
'AviculturalEndeavours',which
opensthedoorfor many
conservation-mindedaviculturists;
and'WelfarePractices',an
opportunityfor all concernedabout
howparrotsaretreated.
WhentheWPTtrusteescameto

reviewingthepotentialaward
winners,It seemedclearthat,for the
firstCarolinaMedalatleast,the
winnerwaslikely tocomefrom
amongthosepeopleand
organisationsworkingonpreserving
threatenedparrotspeciesin the
wild. Apartfromtheparrotfield
projectssupportedbytheWorld

, ,psittacine
(sit'it sin) Belonging
or allied to the , ,parrots; parrot-like

ParrotTrustitself,therearemany
otherprojectsaroundtheworld
whichhavemeritanddeserve
encouragement.Quiteafewof
these,however,sufferfrom
shortagesof fundsorexpertise,
eitherof whichtendto removethem
fromcontentionfor an award.
EveryyeartheWPTreceives

invitationsto fundavarietyof
parrot-relatedfieldstudies,mostof
whichhaveconsiderablevaluein
termsof gatheringornithological
data. Quiteoften,however,these
studiesdonotleadontovalid
conservationactionof directbenefit
toparrotspecies.Pureornithology
is oftenfundedby largecharities
andinstitutionswhicharenot

The Echo ParakeetTeam1997/98(left to right): SarahJaneBarbe,Arantxa Laliandi, Marc Pierard,Andrew Smart,Audrey Reynolds,

Malcolm Nicoll, Mike Reynolds,LanceWollover, Kirsty Swinnerton,Grant Harper.Carl Jones,PeteHaverson,Mike Thorsen,Nick
Reynolds,Kathryn Murray, Kirsty Jenkin,FrederiquedeRavel

I If we can save the parrots, we may yet save ourselves @WPTI
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Echo Parakeetfeeding from the supplementalhopper.

necessarilyinterestedin theparrot
conservationandwelfareobjectives
listedin the'Aimsof theWorld
ParrotTrust'(seepage15for a
reminder).As aresultof exposure
tomanyapplicationsfor funding
whichfail to meetourcriteria,we
havelearnedto identifythose
projectsthatundoubtedlydeserveto
receivethelimitedandprecious
projectfundsavailableto theWorld
ParrotTrust.

ECHOSHIGHONLIST

Highonthelist of suchprojectsis
theongoingworkin Mauritiusto
rescuetheEchoParakeetPsittacula
eques. It hasreceivedfinancial
supportfromtheTrustsince1990,
andcontinuesto beoursinglemost
importantcommitment.Underthe
directionof Dr.Carllones,an
internationalteamof expertsand
volunteershaslabouredmightilyto
bringtheEchoParakeetfromaIow
pointof 8tol2 birdsin 1987toa
totalof 80+bytheendof 1996.
Thishasbeenachievedby

effective'management'.This
describesanarrayof methods
designedto enhancetheprospects
of breedingsuccessfor the
parakeets.Forexample,whenit
becameclearthatratswere
depredatingnests,biologistswith
expertisein trappingexoticrodents
werebroughtin. Whenit was
foundthatchickswerebeing
attackedby tropicalnestfly
maggots,everywild nestwith
chickswascheckedeverydayand
itsnestmaterialreplacedwith new
materialcontaininganappropriate
insecticide.In 1996first clutches
wereremovedandsuccessfully
incubatedandhand-reared.Several
of thewild pairsre-cycled.Double
clutchingwill continuewiththe
mostprolificpairs,andeveryeffort

is madetoensurethateachpair
fledgesatleastoneyoung. Whena
hurricanestruckMauritiusin 1996
theteamwentoutandremoved
chicksin dangerof beinglost,and
broughtthemin to theBlackGorges
aviariestobereared.Other
techniquesemployedincludehabitat
improvement,supplementary
feeding,andnestcavity
improvement.
Thislevelof wildlife management

canonlybeachievedbyexceptional
experience,intuition,and
leadership.Carlloneshas
demonstratedthesequalities
previouslyin Mauritius,first by
bringingtheMauritiusKestrelfrom
only4 specimensto over450- 500
birdstoday,andthenby savingthe
PinkPigeonfromextinction. In
1991therewereonly10wild
pigeons,butby late1997therewere
330freelivingbirds. If hehadnot
beenin apositionto startworkon
theEchoParakeetit isverylikely
thatthisbirdwouldnowbeextinct.

UNANIMOUSCHOICE

Forall thesereasonsandmore,the
trusteesof TheWorldParrotTrust
wereunanimousin choosingto
awardthefirst everCarolinaMedal
to Carllones,togetherwith all those
whohaveworkedwithhim onthe
conservationof theEchoParakeet.
Theteamhasbenefitedfromthe

inputof manytalentedpersonnel.
Themanagementof thecaptive
birdshasbeenledby Kirsty
Swinnerton,FrederiquedeRavel
andRegisLam. Theworkin the
fieldhasbeendevelopedbyKevin
Duffy,Tim Lovegrove,Rachel
ShortenandMikeThorsen,andthe
releaseworkwaspioneeredby
KathrynMurray.Somanyothers
havecontributedto theconservation
workthatit is notpracticalto list

Photo: KathrynA. Murray

themall.
Themanagementandconservation

of theEchoParakeetisajoint
projectof theMauritianWildlife
FoundationandtheNationalParks
andConservationService,
Governmentof Mauritius. The
workin 1996/97wassponsoredby
UNDP,WorldParrotTrustUK,
WorldParrotTrustUSA,lersey
WildlifePreservationTrust,Wildlife
PreservationTrustCanada,
InternationalAviculturistsSociety,
andMauritianWildlifeFoundation.
SponsorsalsoincludedtheIris
DarntonFoundation,International
ZooVeterinaryGroup,ZenecaUK,
theParrotSociety(UK),TheKeith
EwartCharitableTrustandother
supportingorganisationsand
individuals.
It isplannedtopresentthe

CarolinaMedalto Dr.Carllonesin
Londonduring1998.In the
meantime,theWorldParrotTrust
invitesnominationsfromanysource
for anawardtobeannouncedin
November1998.Closingdateis
August11998. Pleasewritefor
moreinformationandnomination
formsto10Pagan,Administrator,
WPT,GlanmorHouse,Hayle,,.
CornwallUK,TR274HY. ., .,
The careful but innovative
development of the Echo
Programmewas well illustrated
between1995 and 1997 by a
series of trial releases.Other
parrot releaseshave often not
beensuccessful,andthisisa vital
areafor psittacineconservation,
whereit is essentialwediscover

andrefinereleasetechniques.See
KathrynMurray'sarticle on the
nexttwopages.



Captive-reared Echo Parakeets
Released to the Wild by Kathryn A Murray
An Update from the Mauritian Wildlife Foundation
TheEchoParakeethasbeenthe release.Thebasicprincipleis to year.Oneof thesebirdswent

subjectof intenseactivityfor releasebirdsabout15minutes missingandthreeotherswere
severalyearsandis theWorld beforedusksothebirdsarethinking removedfor variousreasons.
ParrotTrust'slongestrunning of goingto roost.Hopefullythey Thereleasedbirdsarestill being
project.Thisyeara landmarkwas will roostcloseto theaviary.The studied.Theywill bemonitoredso
reachedwhenthreeyoungEcho nextmorningsmallamountsof seed thatwecanseehowtheyadapt,
Parakeetswerereleasedto thewild. aresprinkledinsidetherelease whetherit ispossiblefor themto
Twoof thesebirdswererearedfrom hatcheswherethebirdsmaysee breedin thewild andsuccessfully
harvestedeggsandonewascaptive them.Ontheirreturnthebirdsare reartheiryoungdespitebeing
bred.Thesethreeparakeetsare re-capturedandreleasedlaterthat captive-bredandhand-reared.
hopefullythefirst of manyandwill dayabout30minutesbeforedusk.
helptoboosttheseverelydepleted Thisprocessis repeated,bringing PRODUCTIVESEASON
wild'population.~heywi}l also. forw~rdthedailyr~leasetim~until The1996-1997breedingseason
provId.eares~rvOIrof traInedbIrds thebI~ds.arespe~dmgthe1!lajonty. wasthemostproductiveof recent
thatwIll readIlytakesupplemental of theIrtImeoutsIde.theavIary.ThIS yearsfor thewild EchoParakeets.
food,usenestboxes.andaccept processallowsthebIrdsto travel. Thepopulationreacheditshighest
otherformsof benefIcIal . andexploreawayfro~.theavIarym sincemonitoringbeganin 1973,
management.H~pefullytheywIll stages,hopefullyavOIdIngtheloss with atotalof between76and87
encouragethewIldbIrdstodothe of birds.Onre-capturetheyare individuals.Unfortunately,outof
same.Thereleaseof EchoParakeets rewardedwith sufficientamountsof twentyonechicksproducedin the
wasonlya~tempt~daft.ertwoyears foodsothattheavIaryISconstantly wild onlythreefledgednaturally,
of preparatIonUSIngRmg-ne~k reinforcedasaplaceto returnto. andtheothereighteenhadtobe
Parakeets(fslItaculakramen)as Elevenoutof thefourteenRing- rescuedandtakenintocaptivityfor
modelspe.Cles. neckParakeetsweresuccessfully rearing.However,thisgavethe
ForthefIrstr~leaseeveryfactor released.Fromthesereleaseswe captivepopulationahugeboostand

thatco~ldpossIblygowr~ng.hadto established:thatthefirst groupis increasednumbersto 23birds;2
beconsIdered.Totry toelImInate thehardesttoestablish'asmall adultma]es4 adultfemales3sub-
po.tentialproblemsatrialrelease groupsizeispreferabl~;theyounger adultmales:9juvenilemale~and5
USIngtheRmg-neckParakeetswas thebirdsareafterfledgingthebetter juvenilefemales.At lasttherewere
triedbetweenO~tober1995and andthattamenessshouldbe enoughto try a release!Therelease
Januar¥1996.Rmg-ne.ckParakeets encouragedfor thefirst groupor groupthereforeconsistedof three
area~~ntroducedspecIeson two.Thebirdswerenotverytame, birdsthatweresurplustogenetic
M~untlUsand.arefrequentlyse~n. theywouldcometo acallbutnot requirementsof thecaptive
flYIng~roundmsmallflockswIthIn allowyouto touchthem. population.Theywerescreenedfor
theNatIOnalPark. Theywerereleasedintoanareain anumberof diseasesandwere

thesouth-westof theNationalPark healthywhenreleased.
calledBelOmbre,or 'Beautiful Beforereleasingouryoungbirds
Shadows',whereasmallpopulation to thewild wewantedtoput them
of wild Ring-neckParakeetsare throughacourseof pre-release
frequentlyseen.Threepairsof Echo trainingsothatthechancesof them
Parakeetsarealsoknowntobreed beinglostwouldbeminimised.We
in thatarea.Of theelevenreleased releasedthemfromasmall

Ring-neckParakeets,sevenarestil~ enclosureintoamuchlargerflig~t,
residentandonepairmaybreedthIs 20.15mx 5.0mx 3.65mhIgh.ThIs

TRIALRELEASEWITH
RING-NECKS

ThreegroupsofRing-neck
Parakeetsdifferingin age,group
sizeanddegreeof tamenesswere
releasedusingasoft-release
technique,developedfor thePink
Pigeonin 1987andadaptedfor this

allowedmeto gettoknowthebirds
well andto testsomeof ourrelease
techniques.Eachbirdhadasmall
bell attachedtooneof its tarsi.
Thesearehighqualitybrassand
silverbellsusedbyfalconerson
smallfalconsandcanbeheardover
aconsiderabledistance.
Eachindividualwastrainedto

walkontoadigitalscalesbalanceto
beweighed.TheRing-neck
Parakeetreleasesshowedthat
catchingthebirdsregularlywitha
netandweighingthemin abag
madethemverynervous.Sincethe
EchoParakeetswereweighedevery
coupleof dayswedidnotwant
themto avoidthereleaseaviaryand
thehandler.Theywereall trainedto
cometoawhistleandthewords
'Comeon!'DuringtheRing-neck
Parakeetreleasesbirdswereinitially
confusedbyhowto getin andout
of thereleaseaviaryviahatches.
Oncetheylearnthowtodothisthey
soonbecamewaryof beingcaught
up.Wewantedto teachtheEcho
Parakeetshowtousetherelease
hatches.Thiswasdonein thepre-
trainingusingthehatchbetweenthe
flight andtheaviary.Wedidthisby
feedingthemonlyin thesmall
aviaryandclosingthehatchbehind
them.Theysoonlearnttheycould
getoutagainandthehatchwould
neverremainshutfor long.Soon
theywereconfidentenoughto fly in
andoutof thehatchandnolonger
crawledupanddownthewire.The
flight alsogavethemthe
opportunitytobuilduptheirflight
muscles.Theydefinitelyneededit
astheywereflyingjust ametreoff
theground!

The threebirds on thereleaseplatform. Photo: KathrynA. Murray Echo on releaseplatform. Photo: KathrynA. Murray
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Echofeedingin the wild.

SUPPLEMENTARYFEEDING

Mostimportantlytheyweretrained
to recogmseandfeedfromfood
dispensers.Theoriginaldesignwas
basedonaKakapohopper.Only
afterslavingawaytomakeourown
andthereleasewasalmostoverdid
wehit ontheideaof askingDon
Merton,whoheadstheKakapo
projectfor theDepartmentof
Conservationin NewZealand,if he
woulddonatesomespareKakapo
hoppers!Hewillinglyobligedand
providedsmallerversionstosuitthe
parakeets.SomenewMWFteam
membersfromNewZealand,ex-
Kakapofieldworkersthemselves,
transportedthemover.Thebirds
quicklylearnedto feedfromthe
newdispensers.
Thesmallfeedingstationswere

attachedtothetopof apolewith a
perchsystembeloweachone.For
easeofmanagementtheindividual
componentsaredetachableandthe
entirehoppercqnbeeasilymoved
fromplacetoplace.Sonowthe
EchoParakeetsandtheKakapo
havethesamedinnerservice!
Onthe13thJulythethreebirdsfor

releasewerepackedupin boxesand
transportedto thereleasesitein the
backof a4WDjeep.
Thereleasesite,calledPlaine

Lievre,issituatedin anareaof
uplandevergreenforest.It wasideal
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for thisreleasebecausethereisan
establishedfieldstationwith a
releaseaviary.Thefieldstationis
usedmainlybyPinkPigeon,
MauritiusKestrelandEcho
Parakeetfieldstaff.SeveralEcho

Parakeet~airsarefoundin and
aroundthIsarea.
Followingaverywetandwindy

acclimatisationweek,whenthe
birdsthoroughlyenjoyed
themselveswith endlessrain-
bathing,theweatherimprovedandI
decidedit wastimeto seeif the
monthsof preparationhadpaidoff.

ECHOSFLYFREE

It did.Withintwoweeksall three
birdswereatlibertyandtheywere
allowedto comeandgoasthey
pleased.Noproblemswere
experiencedandthereleasewent
exactlyasplanned.Theyspentalot
of timeforagingin nearbytrees
samplingeverythingtheycould.
Theywerequitepartialto the
bounteousamountsof guavaand
privetberries,whichwasinteresting
becauseboththesespeciesare
introducedandarechokingthe
nativeflora.Theydutifullyreturned
to theaviaryandthesupplementary
feedinghoppersdaily.
Thebellsonthebirdsprovedtobe

amajorbonusallowingmeto locate
thebirdsquicklywithinthetrees.

Theirgreencolourblendssowell in
thetreesthattheyarealmost
invisibleto theeye,especiallyif
theyarenotmovingmuch,or
calling.All threeremainedwithin
thecloseproximityof therelease
areamakingmyjob of following
themeasier.
Withinthreemonthstheyhad

venturedupto lkm awayto a
ConservationManagementArea
calledBriseFer.It consistsof a27
hectarefencedarea,weededof
exoticplantspecies.Mostof the
PlaineLievrereleasedPinkPigeon
populationresidesthereandit is
knowntobeafavouredfeedingsite
androostareaof wild Echo
Parakeets.Wehopethattherewill
besomeintegrationbetweenthe
releaseandwild birdsin thenear
future.Thereleasebirdsarebeing
encouragedto feedin thisareawith
theuseof supplementalfeeding
stationsandwhoknows,it maynot
betoolongbeforeawild bird is
seenfeedingwith them.
A time-partitioningstudyis being

developedatthemomentto help
assessthereleasebirdsadaptationto
being'free'.All thebirdswill be
intensivelymonitoredjust like the
releasepopulationsof Mauritius
KestrelsandPinkPigeons.The
successof thiscomingbreeding
seasondictateshowthenext
releaseswill proceed.Three

membersof stafffromParadise

Parkareallhelpingwith theEcho
Parakeetbreedmgseason,bothin
thewild andin captivity.The
releasegrouf isbeingencouragedto
remainloya to thereleasesiteto
actasdecoybirdsfor future
releases.Thiswill alsoremovethe
needfor birdsin futurereleases
beingquitesotame.Tohelpwith
futurereleasesit wouldbe
advantageoustobuildarelease
flight alongsidethereleaseaviary.
Trainingwouldthennotbequiteso
intensiveandbirdscantrain
themselvesto gointoandoutof
releasehatchesandbuilduptheir
musclespriorto release.Any
donationstowardsthereleaseflight
wouldbegreatlxappreciated.
MWFwouldlIketo thank

everyonewhohascontributedto
thisprogramme,includingthe
WorldParrotTrust(UK andUSA),
JerseyWildlifePreservationTrust,
WildlifePreservationTrustCanada,
theNationalParksandConservation
Service,MauritiusGovernment,
UnitedNationsDevelopment
Programme,InternationalZoo
VeterinaryGroup,theParrotSociety
(UK), InternationalAviculturists'
Society,theIris DarntonFoundation
andmanyotherorganisationsand
individuals.TheUNDP
providedfundingfor thenew"
EchoParakeetreleaseaviary. It.,

'Pablo', the most tameof the threereleasedEchos. Photo: M. Reynolds
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More Newson Palm Cockatoos
by Step hen Garnett
A few issuesagoI described a

projectthatis tobeundertakenon
thePalmCockatoowithhelpfrom
theWorldParrotTrust,theNew
YorkbasedWildlifeConservation
SocietyandtheQueensland
Departmentof Environment.Aspart
of thisworkI wasrecentlyhostof
theResearchandConservation
Foundationof PapuaNewGuineain
theremoteCraterMountainWildlife
ManagementArea.CraterMountain
consistsof 270,000haof
magnificentrainforestin the
headwatersof themightyPurari
River.Theownersof thisland,the
GimiandPioturapeople,have
agreednottohuntin somepartsof
theircountryandto refuseaccessto
therapaciousloggingcompanies
thatarecausingsomuchdamage
elsewherein NewGuinea.In return
theyarebeinghelpedtosetuplocal
lowimpactbusinessesandarebeing
employedtohelpresearcherslike
me.
I beganmyvisit in thelittle village

of Haia,twistingoutof themisty
hillsontoalittle airstripcutintothe
hillsideabovetheNimlRivergorge.
I wasmetby localbiologistand
fieldco-ordmatorfor theWCS,Paul
Igag,andfelt immediatelythathere
wasamanwhocouldgetthings
done.Withinhalfanhourof my
arrivalPaulhadarrangedguidesfor
afivedaytriparoundtheforestto
lookfor PalmCockatoosandto
examinetheprospectsfor research
in theregion.
Twohoursafteralightingfromthe

planeI wasbeingledthroughthe
junglesearchingfor 'mitoio',the
localnamefor thePalmCockatoo.
Thepathwasbynomeanseasy.
Slenderslimylogsspannedswift
anddangerousstreams.Sometimes
thetrackfollowedthestreamitself,
fromboulderto slipperyboulder,or
elseit offeredmeretoeholdsupand

Local biologist Paul [gag.

downthesidesof precipitousridges.
No easybirdwatchingstrollthisfTo
my surprisethefirst parrotI saw
wasaSulphur-crestedCockatoo,the
nextaRambowLorikeet,both
familiarfromverydifferenthabitat
in Australia.But asthecanopy
closedoverI neededearsmorethan
eyes.Deepwingbeatsturnedoutto
beahombill.Tmyscreechescame
fromatreesotall thatI hadto lie
flat onmybacktoseetheRed-sided
Lorikeetsthroughatelescope.My
guideswereextraordinary.Hushed
handsignalsledmeto apairof
ElectusParrots,'anari',in alow
vine,asilentpointingfingerdrew
myunaccustomedeyesto adistant
'kavare',Pesquet'sParrot.Finally,
to thedelightof myguides,we
heardtheringingcallsof aPalm
Cockatooapproachingoverthe
trees.It wasevidentlyjust askeen
to lookatusandperchednearby,
peeringquerulouslywithoneeye
thentheother,dippingits
extravagantcrestin asalute.
In thetwoweeksI wasthereI

heardmanyEclectusandPesquet's
ParrotsandPalmCockatoos.I saw

CaptivePesquetsParrot.As a chick this bird wasraisedalmostcompletelyon sweetpotato.

PalmCockatoonestsin thedead
hostsof stranglerfigsandwas
shownmanyof theirfoods.They
eatwell, doPalmCockatoos.With
theirmightybill theycancutinto
seedsnootheranimalcanreachand
arerewardedwith largeseedfull of
energy-richfats.Onefruit contained
abrilliantorangearil sooily it
couldbespreadlike butter.Another
wassodeliciousit makesmymouth
waterevenasI write,a fruit with a
kernelfourtimesthesizeof abrazil
nut.
Threethingsimpressedmeor were

impresseduponmeby my
experienceatCraterMountain.The
first wastheknowledgeof my
guides,thesecondtheenthusiasmof
mycompanion,Paul,andthethird
thephysicaldemandsof thecountry
andhowdifficult it wouldbefor
conventionalresearchin sucha
ruggedlandscape.In viewof theseI
amhopingtheprojectin New
Guineawill in factbeconducted
largelyby thePioturaandGimi
peoplethemselves.In returnfor a
setfeetheywill beresponsiblefor
findingandmonitoringnestsof not

StibenTuroi andotherPioturamenfound manyfamiliar species
in my bird book.

One of the many fruits eatenby Palm Cockatoosin the rainforests
of CraterMountain Wildlife ManagementArea.

just PalmCockatoosbutalso
Pesquet'sParrotsandEclectus
Parrots.In thiswayfundsfor the
projectwill bespreadthroughout
thecommunityratherthantojusta
fewemployees.Theresultswill be
assembledandcheckedby Paul
Igagbackin Haia.ThePalm
CockatooworkPaulwill useaspart
of aMastersprojectthroughan
Australianuniversitywhiledataon
theothertwo specieswill be
incorporatedintoresearchby
Universityof Florida'sGregPryor,
whoisworkingonPesquet'sParrot,
andtheAustralianNational
University'sRobHeinsohnwhohas
recentlystartedworkonElectus
Parrots.Theresults,I hopewill be
basicinformationonthenesting
productivityof theseparrotsin an
undisturbedrainforest,vitaldataif
thesespeciesareto beconserved.
Theresearchwill alsohelpraise

theprofileof amostimportantpart
of theworld,for despitethewishes
of thepeople,CraterMountainisby
nomeansimmunefrom
development.Onitsnorthern
borderstheAustralianmininggiant,
BHP,hasrecentlyfoundpromising
golddeposits.Thoughkeento
improveitsenvironmentalimagein
PapuaNewGuinea,anyminewill
haveamajorimpactin suchan
untrammelledenvironment.Then,
onthesouthernboundary,
Malaysianloggingcompanieshave
beensettingupdealsto takeout
largevolumesof tropicaltimber.
Themorepeopleknowof the
importanceof theareatoPalm
Cockatoosandothertropicalparrots
themorecarefulthese
companieswill beabout
exploitingit. ~
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STATUSANDECOLOGYOFTUE LILACINE
AMAZONIN SOUTU-WESTECUADOR
by Britta Konzand Or MichaelAbs (Translated from German to English by Franziska Vogel)
Therangeof theLilacineAmazon completelylackinguntil nowand thecity of Guayaquil.It extendsto concerningtheconservationof this

Amazonaautumnalis,oneof four werebasedmostlyoninterviews,or altitudesbetween120mand420m. species,werefrainfrompublishing
subspeciesof theRed-Iored observationsof birdsin captivity. Thenaturalvegetationis partially theexactgeographicallocation,
Amazon,isconfinedto theWestof Therefore,furtherinvestigations deciduousbut in themorehumid becauseit is in non-guarded
Ecuador.ObservationsonLilacine abouttherange,ecologicaldemands climateof thevalleysthetrees territory.Thealtitudesextendfrom
Amazonsmadein recentyears andcausesthatendangerthis remainevergreen.Aboutonethird 80mto 460m.Southof theterritory
revealedthatthebirdsconcentrate speciesseemedimperative. of theconservationterritoryconsists isavalleywith avillagesettlement,
exclusivelyontheCordilleraof the Researchintowild populationsof of primarywoodor forests,only partiallyaccessibleto agriculture,
ChongonColonchecloseto the LilacineAmazonswascarriedout marginallydisturbed.Therest whichextendsto alatitudeof about
coast.It extendstoamaximum aspartof athesisin orderto consistsof moredisturbed 3km.Theadjoiningmountainsare
altitudeof 832mbetween1°40'and diminishtheexistinggapsin the woodlandandsecondaryvegetation partiallyusedfor farming,andtrees
2°10'southaswell as80°20'and informationandtopermiteffective of strongbushgrowth.Asmallarea arefelled.Theterritoryliesin one
80°47'west.Averagetemperatures conservationof thebirds.It took of theconservationterritoryis of thedriestsectorsof the
reachfrom200toabove23°;rainy placefromthebeginningof January openedto visitorsunderexpert Cordillerachainwith anaverage
anddryseasonsaredistinct.The until theendof May,1994. guidance.Theremainingterritoryis annualrainfallof 500mm- 800mm
rainyseasonlastsfromDecember accessibleonlyfor research (Valverde1991).Thevarietyof
untilMay,theaverageannual SCOPEOFINVESTIGATION purposes. vegetationextendsfromdeciduous
quantityof rainfallliesbetween250 ANDMETHODS Thetidalforestsof themangroves topre-montanecloudforest.

and1,090!?m.Higherupthe Torecordthetotalpopulationsize, beginabo.ut2km.southof the See~ingoutroostingsiteseach
veg~ta.tlO~ISIllfluencedbyfog acensuswascarriedoutatdifferent ~onservatlontemtory,andextend even.lllgsharedby manyparro~
precipitatIOn.Corresp~ndlllglythe vantagepointsalongthecoastlineof Illto thes.outh-e~stof ~hegulf of speciesoff~rsagoodopportumty
typeof n~turalvegetatIOnvanes theCordillerabetweenGuayaquil Guayaqml.TheIllvestlgatlO~area for porulatloncounts.Fro!llthe
fromdeciduousdrywood~o'pre- andPuertoLopezfromJanuary7 - coveredabo~t250ha.Confllledby beglllmng.offebruaryuntil theend
monta~efogwood.Theonglllally 28 1994.Asa resultof these waterways,Impenetrableparcelsof of May,Lilaclllef\mazonswere
extensiveforestsofWestern observationsandwith regardto landareformedby themangroves; watchedfromparticularvantage
Ecuadorhadalready~eenreduced logisticconsiderations,the t~ese~anbec.ircum~avigatedduring pointsduringtheir~ightstoand
by.1988t.o3%of thw formerarea. investigationsof thefollowing hightide.~y Illstalllllgpoolsfor fro!?commonsleepl~gplaces;
Firstestimatesonthestatusof monthsconcentratedprimarilyon crabbreedlllg,theresourc~sof the dunngtheseobservatIOns,the

Amazonaautumnali~lil~~ina twoareas: ma~groveshav.ebee~deCImatedto numbersof birds,timeandflying
reve~led100to500IlldlVlduals ~high.degree,Illcludlllgthe directionof theregistered
(Bemtez,19?2).Lambertetal. 1.Bosque Pr?tector Cerro Blanco IllvestlgatlOnarea. individualswerenoted.By
\1993)class~fythestatus~s . .Thefoc~1pOIntof the observingtheroutesof therecorded
endangered;thepopulatIOnIS IllvestlgatlOnswascentredona 2.TheCommune birds theteamtriedto locate

presumablythesmallestof all privateconservationterritoryof 200 Comparativeobservationstook roostingsitesanddaytime
Amazonataxaonthecontinent. ha(anadditionalI, 100hahasbeen placeIIIa territorywhichencloses whereabouts.In successfulcases,
State!?ents.aboutecology.an~the purch.ased)attheso~th-eastern about3090hain thecentralpartof thenumberof birdspresentat
breedlllgbIOlogyoftheLilacllle foothillsoftheCordilleraChongon- theCordilleraColonche(the varioustimesandatdifferentdays
Amazonhavebeenalmost Colonche,some16kmto thewestof Commune).Dueto reasons wasestablished;aswell asthe

durationof theirstay,in orderto
showspatialandtemporal
dispersionof theAmazonsin the
investigatedterritories.A lookout
waskeptfor predatorsandpossible
competitors.
Theopportunitytoobservewild

breedingpairsofAmazonalilacina
wasofferedfor thefirst time.Any
sortof approachtowardsthenests
(necessaryto measureeggsand
chicks)wasdeliberatelyabandoned,
becausethebirdsprovedtobevery
shy;theconsequencesof possible
disturbancecouldnotbeassessed.
Thereforetheinvestigationswere
confinedto observationsfroma
reasonabledistance.Thecollected
datawasevaluatedstatistically.

I. RESULTSAND ESTIMATES

Onlytwopopulationshavebeen
found;theyconsistedof atleast327
individualsat theendof the
breedingseason.A totalof only400
- 600 individuals is consideredasLilicineAmazon. Photo: R. Low
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realistic,alsowithregardtoearlier
investigationsandundiscovered
populationsin otherremote
territories.

2.SPATIALANDTEMPORAL
DISPERSION

In theinvestigationterritoryof
CerroBlancoadistinctspatial
separationof sleepingplacesand
daytimewhereaboutswas
perceived.Thesleepingplaceswere
foundin themangrovesto thesouth
of theconservationterritory.Shortly
aftersunrisetheLilacineAmazons
movedfromtherein flockson
variousroutesintotheconservation
territoryof CerroBlancoandinto
adjoiningareasin thenorth.During
theseflightstheflocksconsisted,as
arule,of fourto sevenindividuals;
atthemost90individualswere
observedtogether.
At theroostingsites,theLilacine

Amazonsdispersedintoseveral
areasofmangroveland.Thelargest
numberofLilacineAmazons
amountedto 195individualswho
concentratedononesinglepieceof
landaftertheendof thebreeding
season.Thedailymigrationbetween
conservationterritoryandthe
mangrovescanbeexplainedby the
factthatthemangrovescompared
withthedeciduousareaofferlittle
varietyof foodbutthemangroves

offer~etterprotectionagainst
enemies.
Asbreedinghabitat,themangroves

southof CerroBlancodonotcome
intoquestiondueto thesmall
diameterof thetreetrunks.There
beingnomangroveswithinreachof
thesecondinvestigationterritory,
theCommune,potentialroosting
sitesanddaytimewhereabouts
coincidethere.LilacineAmazons
movedatdaybreakintothenorthern
mountainsandreturnedthesame
evening.Somebirdsstayedall day
in thesouthernsectionof the
observationterritorytoo.Meeting
placesandsleepingtreescouldnot
befoundandseemedtochange
accordingto theobservedflying
routes,asin CerroBlanco.The
observationsof sizesandstructures
of a flockdidnotdiverge
substantiallyfromtheresultsin
CerroBlanco.

J. NATURALENEMIES

At leastthree'larger'speciesof
birdsof preyarereputedtobe
enemiesof otheramazonspeciesin
theinvestigationterritories,
observationsonlyexistregarding
flight reactionsto theGrey-backed
HawkLeucopternisoccidentalis.
TheGrey-backedHawkis also
endangered.However,asuccessful
attackwasnotobserved.A bigger

dangerisprobablypresentedby
potentialnestpredatorslike snakes,
ratsandfelines.

4.BREEDINGBIOLOGY
Twonestsin CerroBlancowere

studiedintensively.Unfortunatelyit
startedwith afailedrearingof
chicksin nestno. I dueto
unidentifiedcauses.Thepair in nest
no.2 successfullyrearedonechick.
Otherfamilieswhichwereobserved
fromApril onalsoincludedasa
rulejust onechick,twohaving
rarelybeensighted.Feedingof fully
fledgedjuvenilebirdscouldbe
observeduntil theendof the
investigationperiod.

CONSERVATIONMEASURES

Theproceedingdestructionof
habitatandtheparrot-tradeare,in
ouropinion,themaincausesof the
declineof theLilacineAmazon.
Annualtrappingseverelydisturbs
theagestructureof populations
whichis importantfor propagation,
andin averyshorttimecould
decimatethesmallnumbersdown
to alevelfromwhichit canno
longerrecover.Thecontinuationof
investigationsandtheconversionof
resultsintoconservationmeasuresis
planned.In orderto securethelong-
termsurvivalof theseparrotswhich

roamthroughlargeterritories,
regionallylimitedconservation
measureswill notsuffice.
Thesituationof theLilacine

Amazonscanbeimprovedby
puttingadditionalareasunder
conservation,by settingupnest
guardsandsimilarmeasures.But
thereisnopointif largemeasured
changesdonotoccur
simultaneously.Thisappliesabove
all in regardto thenettingtogether
of territorieswheretheAmazons
live in orderto ensureanexchange
betweenpopulations.In viewof the
enormouspopulationpressurein
Ecuadorandtheeconomicsituation
of mostpeople,conservation
measuresmustmeettheeconomic
demandsof people.Projectsareto
besu~portedwhichofferthe
inhabitantsof Cordilleraan
alternativesourceof incometo
woodfelling,andwhichpromotethe
reforestationandconservationof
habitat.
Probablymoredifficult is the

supervisionof thebird-tradewhich
bringsthetradersandtrappersmore
moneythantheywouldbeableto
earnotherwise.Thetradeultimately
reflectsonlythedemandfor parrots
aspetsandherechangesof attitude
haveto comeintoaction
beyondthefrontiersof
Ecuador. ~

New WPT Leaflet
Sincebeingfoundedin 1989theWorldParrotTrusthasproducedanumberof leaflets

intendedtopersuadepeopletojoin theTrustandhelpfunditsworkfor theparrots.
Nowwefee1it istimefor anewleafletdesignedtoappealto ]Jetowners,aviculturists,
conservationists,andallconcernedaboutthesurviva[andwellareof theparrots.

A copyof thenewleafletis insertedin thisissueofPsittaScene,andwehopeour
readerswill findwaysof usingit torecruitanewmemberfor theTrust.If youcan
distributeaquantityof thematabirdclubmeetingor show,anyotherevent,or
insertedin anotherpublication,pleaseaskusfor morecopies.(Commercial
sponsorsarebeingmvitedtohelpfundreprints.)

Theinitiativesof theWPThavebeenwidelyimitatedby otherorganisations,and I
thisisgoodfor theparrots.Since,however,theWorldParrotTrustdoesnothave
thesuDstantialcommercialbackingavailabletosomecompetitors,it needstoput
itsbestfootforwardinpresentingItsadvantages:

1. WPTalwaysgivespriorityto theinterestsof theparrots,overhuman
concerns.

2. Asanorganisationcreatedandrunbyaviculturists,WPThasa
commitmentto speakoutin theinterestsof responsibleaviculture.

3. OnlyWPTkeepsitsmembersinformedabouttherealitiesof the]Jarrot
world,withoutfearor favour,throughitsPsittaScenemagazine,eClitedby
RosemaryLow.

To increaseits ability to influenceand fund parrot conservation,the
World Parrot Trust urgentlyneedsnew members. More than any other
group, existingmembers can help us achievethis. So pleaseuse our
colourful newleaflet, and GO FOR IT!

I ..!){j.:7'
7:5" D,~ .;.~~-:Vrrl1J['"\I
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WPT MANIFESTO UELPS AVICUL TUKE
IN NEW ZEALAND by Michael Reynolds
Readersmayrememberthatwe

sentoutacopyof our 'Manifesto
forAviculture'with theFebruary
1997issueofPsittaScene.Wealso
sentit to theCITESManagement
Authoritiesin the140countriesthat
supporttheconvention,andtoa
longlistof governmentbodies,
conservationorganisations,and
generalandspecialistmedia. The
mainpurposewastomakea
statementonbehalfof ourhobby,to
provideabalancedandmore
favourableviewof aviculture.
It hadnotoccurredto theWorld

ParrotTrustthattheManifesto
mighthavevalueasadirectmeans
of assistingaviculturistsin a
politicalstruggle,butthisis what
hashappenedinNewZealand.

Hereis aletterfromNZ member
DawnStewarttooureditor,
RosemaryLow:

"DearRosemary
Pleaseconveythis 'BIG THANK

YOU'to theWorldParrotTrust,for
therecentpublicationof 'A
ManifestoforAviculture'.TheNew
ZealandParrotSocietysentacopy
toallmembers,andit hasbeenput
toverygooduse.A recent'Tradein
EndangeredSpeciesAmendment
Bill', if it hadbeenaccertedin
parliamentin itsorigina form,
wouldhaveendedaviculturein
NewZealand.Noonecouldhave
affordedthecostsinvolved,many

wouldlosejobsandbusinesses.
TheManifestowassentto many

membersof parliamentto fight for
aviculture,andto pressthecasefor
captivebreedingourendangered
parrots.AlsothanksgotoRosemary
Lowwhobackedusupwith
information,whichresultedin
newspaperarticlesthefollowing
day.
In conclusion,youmayhave

gatheredfromtheabove,thosewith
parrotinterestsin NewZealand
havebeenworkingovertime.One
goodthingtohavecomeof all this
is thatmanypeoplehaveworked
togetherin countriesworld-wideto
helpsaveparrotbreedingfrom
becomingextinctin NewZealand.
Manymaynotevenrealisethisfact!
Onbehalfof allparrotloversin

NewZealand- andourparrotsof
course,ourgratefulthanksfor your
supportandhelpin ourhourof
need.
DawnStewart."

UNHAPPYRELATIONSHIP

Frommyownbriefvisit toNew
Zealandtwoyearsago,andother
contacts,I canconfirmthatthe
relationshipbetween'the
authorities'andavicultureisnota
happyone. It seemsthatahistory
of illegalbirdmovementsbetween
NewZealand,Australiaandtherest
of theworldhasresultedin theNZ
Departmentof Conservationtaking
ajaundicedviewof avicultureasa

Roto andIti with keeper.They wererescuedwhenthe henwas killed by stoatsnearlake
Rotoiti Nelson.LandcareResearchbrought thesetwo malesto OranaPark,Christchurch,
to handrearin April, 1995. Photo:A/an Hodkinson
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Kaka sitting atopa PungaTreeFernLog.

whole. As wehavesaidin the
Manifestoandelsewhere,
responsibleaviculturistsshouldnot
bemadeto sufferfor theexcessesof
afew irresponsibleindividuals.

LETTERFROMMINISTER
Hereis aletterfromtheNZ

Ministerof Conservation,theHon.
Dr.NickSmith:

"DearRonandDawnStewart,
Thankyoufor yourrecentletter

abouttheconservationof South
IslandKakaandKakapo.
As mypreviouscorrespondance

hasindicated,mydepartment
continuesto focusresearchand
managementeffortonreversingthe
declineof SouthIslandKaka
populationsonthemainland.
Captivebreedingmaysafeguard

populationsin theshort-termbut,
withoutasafehabitatin whichto
returnthesebirds,andunlesswe
havedevelopedsuccessful
reintroductiontechniques,little
benefitisgainedin thelong-term.In
themeantime,thepopulationis
safeguardedin theconfinesof
CodfishIsland.TheSouthIsland
Kakaco-ordinatorispresently
assessingtheoutcomeof arelease
programmefor captive-rearedNorth
IslandKaka.Shouldthistechnique
besuccessfulin establishingbirds
backintothewild, theneedfor a
SouthIslandKakabreedingand
releaseprogrammewill be
reassessed.
Thankyoufor yourviewson

Kakapomanagementwhicharealso
noted.

Photo: A/an Hodkinson

Yourssincerely
Nick Smith
Ministerof Conservation."

Not muchencouragementthere.
Verydisappointingfor New
Zealanderswhowouldlike tobe
abletobreedtheirownnativebirds,
asacontributiontowardstheir
conservation,andalsojustfor the
thrill of it, withnofinancial
motivationwhatever.
It mustsurelybepossiblefor the

authoritiesto selectagroupof
experiencedaviculturistswhocould
beentrustedwith asmallnumberof
importantbirdssuchasKakaand
Kea,andbeexpectedto increase
theirnumbersasinsuranceagainst
theperilsfacedbythewild
populations.All thebirdswould
remainthepropertyof theNZ
government,andoffspringmight
well becandidatesfor releaseat
sometimein thefuturewhenwe
havelearnedhowtodothiswith
captivebredbirds. (Donotthink
thiswill notbeachieved- seethe
encouragingarticleonthereleaseof
EchoParakeetsin thisissue.)

BACKTOTHEMANIFESTO

Returningto thegeneralsubjectof
our 'Manifesto',wecanreportthat
it waswellreceivedby someother
birdconservationorganisations,but
wedidnotgetasingleresponseor
acknowledgementfromanyof the
140CITESManagement
Authorities.Wewill punishthemby
sendingit againwith a letterasking
for theirreactionsandcomments.



New Zealand's Vanishing Parrots
South Island Kaka by Dawn Stewart
I thoughtyourreadersmayliketo

knowwhatthisbirdlookslike and
someof itshabitsandhistory.As it
isbecomingincreasingly
endangeredin all areasof theSouth
Island,whereit still survives.
AlthoughNewZealand'sparrots

arenotthemostcolourfulin the
world,theirfriendly,livelyand
clownishendearinghabitsmakeup
for this. TheS1 Kakais themost
colourfulof all ourspeciesasits
colourrangeincludeswhite,yellow,
orange,red-scarlet,brownand
green.Thisparrotweighsaround
900g.andis about45cm.in length.
A featureof Kakaisalsoits
colourfulredunderwingdisplay
whenflying.Itsstrongbeakcantear
off treebarkandcanquickly
demolishalargerottingtreetrunk,
in orderto findHuhugrubs(very
largewhitegrubseatenbyMaori).
TheKakavoiceis loud,harsh,and
grating,buttheyalsohaveavery
melodiouscall,aswell asa
whistlingcall. Foodsarefruits,
flowers,pollenandnectar,grubs,
seedsandgreenfood.

SEMI NOCTURNAL

Kakahaveaprominentplace
amongourbirdsandarelike Kea,
semi-nocturnal.Theyareusually
quietandsitin largetreecanopies,
wheretheyaredifficultto see
duringtheday.Whenflying they
uttertheirloudscreams,asif
pronouncingtheirjoy of living.
Theirtonguesarebrushor lory-like
withwhichtheycollectnectarand
pollenfromcrimsonrata,flax and
Kowaiflowers.Thisin turn
fertilisesandassistsin the
propagationof theirnativeforests.
HoneydewontheBlackbeechtrees
is beingeatenby introducedwasps
anddeniesKakathisfoodalso.
Stuntedvegetationandgrasslandsof
thePortHills,nearChristchurch,
wereplacesKakacouldbefound
grazing.Butnotanymore,as
extinctionoccurredIII thisarea
whereI livedmanyyearsago.

OLDTREESBEINGCUTOUT

Largeolddeadtreesarebeingcut
outof ournativeforests,and
broughtoutbyhelicopterfor
milling. Thesetreesit is thought
areprobablymainnestingsitesin
whichKakabreed,havinglarge
holeswhicharemostsuitablefor
thesebirds.AsNewZealandwasa
landwithnopredatorsandtheonlv
mammalsweretwobats,Kakadid

notneedanyprotectiononthe
ground.Butnowwehavestoats,
ferrets,possums,ratsandwild cats,
whichall preyonbirdsandeggs.
WhennestingoccursthenoiseKaka
makewhenfeedingcanbeheardup
to 1Km. away.Youngwhen
fledgingcannotfly verywell atall,
andthereforestayonor nearthe
groundfor aroundthreedays.So
youwill seeKakaarenotequipped
tocombatattacksfromthe
predators.Eitherin thenesting
cavity,orbeforetheyoungbirds
havelearnedthebasicartof flight.

THREATFROMINTRODUCED
SPECIES

Overonehundredyearsagoour
governmentwaswarnedof the
threat,to theseandotherspecies,if
stoatsandferretswereintroduced.
Buttheywereintroducedtocontrol
rabbits(whichtheyhavenotdone)
andnowweareseeingtheeffects.
Nestsarenowbeingplundered

continually,soveryfewKakacan
breed;notonlyareeggsandyoung
killedbutalsothehens.Cocksare
thoughttooutnumberhens50to I,
andalthoughsomeflocksof around
20birdshavebeenseenonStewart
Island,onewondersif theseare
mainlycockbirds.In thewiderarea
of Canterburywherewelive,there
is reallyonlyoneareawheresome
Kakaarestill surviving.

NOBREEDING

Nobreedinghasoccurredfor
sevenyears,with thepairsthey
havemonitored,withfouroutof
five breedinghenskilledonnestin
onebreedingseasonlastyear.In
SouthlandforestsD.O.c.staffsay
thebirdsmonitoredhavenotbred
for five years,buthenshavebeen
saved.It is thoughthenswereable
to getawaybecauseof thenoise
whIchthepredatorsmadegetting
overtin strIpS,whichhadbeen
placedroundthetrees.Thetin was
to stopthemgettingto theKaka
nestsbutwasunsuccessful.Nor
wasanelectricfencearoundthe
baseof thetreesuccessful.1080,a
poisontokill predators,isbeing
droppedbyhelicoptersin forests.
UnfortunatelyKaka,it hasbeen
proved,eatenough1080to belethal
III captivity.Numbersof S1 Kaka
areunknown.MostareonStewart
andCodfishIslands,southof the
mainland.Theseislandsalsohave
predatorproblems.Thefuturelooks
grim,especiallyaswearenot
allowedto captivebreedthesebirds.

Thereisonegoodcaptivepairof
Kaka(S.I),buttheyhavenotbred
recently.
WehavebredKea,buthavebeen

toldbyD.O.c.wearenotallowed
to,andhavecontinuallypleadedto
D.O.C.to let somebreedingof
Kakatakeplace.Thistheystateis
notapriorIty.Theywill insteadtry
to rid theSouthernAlpsof all
browsersandpredators,or atleast
controlthem.Thisis analmost
impossibletask,butis whatis
needed.TheGovernmenthasbeen
tryingtogetrid of rabbitsfor one
hundredyearswithoutsuccess,so
wedon'tholdoutmuchhope.There
aretoomanypredatorsto betotally
successful.

LETTEROFSUPPORT

RosemaryLowsentaletterof
supportwhenasked,andmany
world-widedidthesame.These
lettersagainstthenon-breeding
directiveof NewZealand's
endangeredspecies,whichD.O.C.
hasin place,havebeentabledin
Parliamentandtalkshavebeen
continuingwith theMinistryof
Conservation.Wearereceiving
moresupportandnowhavethe
backingof theHighCountryboard
of TrusteesandtheDeputyDirector
Generalof D.O.c. All arebacking
themovefor usto beallowedto
breedourendangeredspecies.This
is reallyapoliticalmatter,with
sometoppeoplehavingthebelief
thatextinctionisbetterthan
captivity.
Ourworkwill continue,aswe

sincerelybelievein thefactthatall
endangeredbirdsshouldbebredfor

-

futuregenerations.Wedonot
believeit is for somehumansto say
thatthesebirdscannotsurviveinto
thefuturein captivityaswellasin
thewild. SouthIslandKakas'
survivalhangsin delicatebalance.

KAKA UPDATENOVEMBER1997

By RosemaryLow
Thesituationfor theNorthIsland

Kakais rapidlydeteriorating.As so
manynestlllgfemalesarekIlledby
predators,theratioof maleto
femaleis thoughttobe
approximately7:1.Thisfigurewas
estimatedaftertherecentcaptureof
14birds,whichwerethenreleased.
In November1996thelastknown
femalein theNelsonareawas
observedtryingtogetoutof her
nestinghole.Shewassuccessful
aftertwoor threeattempts.Attached
to herlegwasabrownstoat,which
shemanagedto shakeoff. Shewas
founddeadlater,presumablyasthe
resultof thestoatattack.Thestudy
wasbeingcarriedoutbyBrianKarl
of LandcareResearch,buthasnow
ended.
Thereareonlytwopairsof South

IslandKakain captivity.Thosewho
holdtheNorthIslandKakashave
beeninstructedbytheDepartment
of Conservationtopreventthem
frombreeding.Bothformsof Kaka
aredecliningsofastthatcaptive
breedingis probablytheonly
realistichopeof savingthem.Will
theDOCwaituntil thespeciesis
nearlyextinct,ashappenedwith the
Kakapo,beforeintervening?
If so,theywill nothavemuch,.
longerto wait... It .,

Kaka. Photo:D. Stewart
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Fundacion Ara helps to preserve
Mexico's parrots by Rosemary Low
MEXICO:thepopularconception

isof alandof colourfulpeople,
wearingbighatsandeatmgspicy
foods,influencedby ancient
civilizations,suchastheMayasand
theAztecs.Butif yourinterestis in
parrotconservation,thepictureisa
verydifferentone.Mexico'srapid
populationgrowthin recentyears
hasresultedin muchhabitat
destructionordegradation.The
approximately20parrotspecies
(expertsdifferwhenit comesto
dividingspeciesandsub-species)
arethreatenedbyhabitatlossand
trapping.Thesameoldstory...
An invitationto visit this

fascinatingcountrygavemethe
opportunityto find outmore,in
Septemberthisyear.Mexicoisbig -
eightandahalftimeslargerthan
GreatBritain- thussevendays
providedlittle morethana taster.
ButI enjoyedtheflavoursomuch,I
am.sureI will returnagainand
agam.
Whatmadethisshortvisit so

memorablewasnotthebeautyof
thecountryoreventheappealof
theparrots,buttheveryspecial
peoplewithwhomI wasprivileged
tospendmytime.FundacionAra
wassetuptwoyearsago.Its
purposeis to rehabilitateorbreed
fromconfiscatedanddonated
parrotsandotherMexicanbirds.
Overseeingtheprojectis

veterinarianDrMiguel-Angel
GomezGarza,whoseinterestin
Mexico'sbirds,especiallyparrots,is
alife-longone.Aswiththeother
staffmembers,all aspectsof
ecologyfascinatehim.Heis the
authorof TheParrotsofMexico- A
NaturalHistory,whichwill be

publishedin Spanishand Englishat
theendof thisyear.
DanielGarzaTobonandJuan

JulianVargasworkwith thebirdsat
theFoundation'sheadquartersbut
spendmoretimein thefield.Juanis
aspecialistin thefaunaof cave-
dwellingspeciesandhasvery
extensiveknowledgeof Mexico's
avifauna;hehasspentmuchof his
workinglife in thefield.Thedepth
of hisknowledgeonwidelydiverse
subjectsis truly impressive.

ORNITHOLOGISTSAND BIRD
PHOTOGRAPHER

Danielis theyoungestmemberof
theteambuthasalreadymadehis
markasanornithologistandbird
photographer.Wevisitedan
exhibitionof hisbirdphotographsat
PlanetarioAlfa in Monterrey.
Extremelyartistic,hisphotographs
demonstratethatbirdphotography
is anartformonalevelwithtile
highestrankingartists.(Oneof his
photographsis indeliblyprintedin
mymind:smallwadersonabeach
atsunset,theirlightbodieslit by the
flashagainstadarkforegroundand
aredsky.)I alsoadmiredhisvideo
photography.Hecouldhavehada
careerasafilm-maker.
Thefourthmemberof theteamis

biologistMariaCatalinaPorras.She
workswith thebirdsandtheplants
attheFoundation- andherlovefor
bothis veryevident.Thehumorous
andkindlyCarlosLeal,ageneticist
atanearbyhosrital,workspart-time
for theFoundatIOn.His work
includessexingbirdsusing DNA
techniquesandbreedingthe
criticallyendangeredVenezuelan
RedSiskin.Ashishobbyis

Miguel GomezGarzaand RosemaryLow in the nestinghabitat of the Maroon-fronted
Parrot. Photo: RosemaryLow
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Rapidly descendingcloudsobscurethe nestingcliffs.

breedingMalinoisCanaries,amore
appropnatepersoncouldhardly
havebeenfound!
Theheadquartersaresituatedonly

about15minutesfrom Monterrey,
Mexico'sthirdlargestcity, in the
stateof NuevoLeon.It is locatedin
thenorth-easternpartof the
republic.Morethan500birdsare
housedin aviariesin anarearichin
trees.Andyetlittle morethantwo
yearsagoit wasawastelandwhere
nothinggrew.Patronof the
Foundationis SenorAlfonsoRomo.
Heandhiswife Macaandthe
companyPulsararecontributingnot
onlyto thewelfareof Mexico's
avifaunaandforestsbutare
educatingthepeoplein thesouth
(someof whomspeaknoSpanish),
regardingsustainablemethodsof
agriculture.SrRomopurchasedthe
landfor theFoundation's
headquarters.

HORNEDGUANSAND OTHER
RARITIES

Onthesideof amountain,in an
arearingedwith mountains,the
pathwaywindsupasteepslope,
with aviariesandtreesflankingthe
path.Mostof the116aviariesare
onthelowerlevel.Thenewerones,
onlyrecentlycompleted,arenotyet
fully occupied.Muchthoughthas
beengivento theirdesign;for
example,specialdeepnest-boxes
havebeenconstructedfor cliff-
nestingspecies.Extremelyrare
speciesincludethemysterious
HornedGuan(Oreophasis
derbianus)fromvolcaniccloud
forestandtheSolitaryEagle
(Harpyhaliaetussolitarius)-
perhapstheonlyonein captivity.

Photo: RosemaryLow

However,asI amwritingfor
PsittaScene,I will try tokeepto the
subjectof parrots!
Thepurposeof FundacionArais

therehabilitation,releaseand
breedingof Mexicanbirds.Mostof
thesebirdshavebeenconfiscatedby
theauthorities.In Mexico,it isno
longerpermittedtokeependangered
or threatenednativebirds.A fineof
theequivalentof about£2,000can
nowbeimposed.Trappingand
sellingof nativebirdsisbeing
broughtundercontrol.Thetimewill
soonberightto releasespecies
whichhavebeentrappedoutof
existencein certainareas.
Oneof theseis theMilitary

Macaw(Aramilitarismexicana).In
acertainarea,aboutthreehours
driveaway,goodhabitathas
survivedfor thisspecies.I was
shownamagnificentaviary50m
(164ft)longand15m(48ft)highin
whichconfiscatedMilitarieswere

beingpreparedfor release.They
will bejomedbyparent-reared
young.Probablyabout20birdswill
takepartin thefirst releaseintothe
habitatwherethismacawhas
becomeextinct.
Theaviaryitselfwasinspiredby

Miguel-Angel'svisit toParadise
Parkearlierthisyear.Theoutside
perimeteris landscapedwithtrees
andtheinsidewith trees(still small)
andlargebrancheswhichhavebeen
lightlycementedintopermanent
perchingareas;gr~ssgrowsonthe
floor.ThecentrepieceISa
magnificentrockpoolwherethe
macawsenjoydrinkingandbathing.
Weclimbedupto theobservation
roomwhichoverlooksacovered
sectionatoneend,wherethenest-
boxesaresituated.Many
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The aviariesatFundaci6nAra arehiddenamid denseplanting.

~

aviculturistsdreamof winningthe
lotterysothattheycanconstructan
aviaryof thismagnitude- in
appropriatesurroundings!
Someaviariescontainquitelarge

groupsof confiscatedAmazons-
Greencheeked(Amazona
viridigenalis)andRed-Iored
(A.a.autumnalis),for example.Most
of thesehaveyettomoultouttheir
cutflight feathers.Whentheydo
theywill bepairedupfor breeding.
Theiryoungwill bereleasedin
suitableareas.Thesameappliesto
theGreenConures(Aratinga
holochlora)andtheOrange-fronted
(A.canicularis).

LUTINOAMAZONS

Mutationenthusiastswouldhave
beenenthralledto seetwolutino
Red-IoredAmazonsandacinnamon
Green-cheeked.All werehatchedin
thewild.Therewasalsoapairof
cinnamonRed-maskedConures
(Aratingaerythrogenys)fromPeru.
TheFoundationhasreceiveda
numberof interestingspeciesof
parrots,toucansandaracarisfrom
Peru.
I especiallyenjoyedseeingtwo

speciesfromtheTresMarias
Islands,off thecoastofwestern
Mexico.TheFoundationreceived
permissiontovisit theislandsandto
obtainafewbirds.Astheareais a
penalsettlement,fewpeopleare
abletogothere.Althoughmany
Amazonbreedersin theUSA
believethattheyhavethe
tresmariaesub-speciesof the
DoubleYellow-headAmazon,they
arewrong.Theyhavemagna.
A.o.tresmariaeis anextremerarity
in aviculture.TheFoundationhas
nineyoungbirdswhichwill form
thenucleusof abreeding
programme.It alsohasaformfrom
thoseislandswhichperhapshas
neverbeenin aviculturebefore:the
subspeciesof theMexicanParrotlet
Forpuscyanopygiusinsularis.It

Photo: RosemaryLow

wasveryinterestingtonotethelight
bluesheenontheunderpartsof the
males.
However,for me,theopportunity

to seeaparrotspecieswhIchfew
haveeverseteyeson,was
somethingwhichI hadlooked
forwardto for a longtime.The
Maroon-frontedParrot
(Rhynchopsittaterrisi)isoneof the
leastknownparrotsof the
neotropics.Fewhaveseenit in the
wild; evenmostpeoplewholive in
theareait inhabitsdonotknowof
itsexistence.After I visitedits
habitat,I understoodwhy.
TheMaroon-frontedParrotis not

unliketheMexicanThick-billed
Parrot(R.pachyrhyncha).It is
slightlylargerwith aslightlylarger
beak.Theforeheadis reddish-brown
insteadof red,theunderwing
covertsaregrey(notyellow)and
theshadeof greenis slightlydarker.
(SeethebackpageParrotsin the

Wild in theNovember1993and
February1996issuesof
PsittaScene,bothof whichfeature
thisspecies.)Thesixconfiscated
birdsattheFoundationaretheonly
onesin captivity.
Fewotherparrotsin theentire

worldaresowell protectedby their
habitat.Tocatchoneof these
parrotsis impossible,exceptusing
slingshots.Theyliterallylive up in
theclouds!Thosecapturedmay
havebeenbroughtto theground
duringahurricaneorperhapsfell
fromanest.
I wasprivilegedto betakenby

Miguel,DanielandJuanto themain
breedingareaof thespecies.In
September,youngchicksarein the
nest,thusalargepartof theentire
populationcanbelocatedatone
site.Afteranearlystart,wedrove
for oneandahalfhoursinto the
mountainsof NuevoLeon.The
sceneryisbreathtaking!Never
beforehaveI seenrangeuponrange
of mountains,mostof themsheer-
facedandimpenetrable,stretching
asfar astheeyecansee- highand
wide!Wereachedanaltitudeof
2,300m(7,500ft)andleft behindour
4WDvehicle.Thenwestartedto
climbthroughthepine-oakforest.It
wasverysteepandthethicklayer
of pineneedlesandsmallcones
madethegoingslippery.It tookus
11/2hourstoascendonly400m
(l,300ft).Of coursethemenon
theirowncouldhavegotuptherein
half thetime!Theyhavehada
lifetimeonMexico'smountain
slopes.Miguel,for example,has
beenwatchingterrisisince1982
andJuanis anexpertmountain
climber.

Weclimbedthrougha fascinating
area,wheretheoaktreeswere
festoonedwith airplants.Butterflies
wereplentifulbutbirdswerescarce.
WesawtheoccasionalScrubJay
(Aphelocomacoerulescens)and
spentsometimeobservingaBlue-
throatedHummingbird(Lampornis
dementiae),whichhasprominent
whitemarkingsonthetail. Long
beforewenearedthetopwecould
hearthemacaw-likecriesof the
Maroon-frontedParrots.
Whenwehadalmostreachedthe

top,theywerefar aboveus,flying
aboutthesteepfaceof themountain
in whichtheynest.Eventhrough
thespottingtelescopetheywere
little morethanblackdots.Butthat
wasascloseaswecouldgo!No
onehasyetbeenabletoscalethe
sheerfaceof themountain.
Thehabitatof thisspeciescanonly

bedescribedasincredible;it must
beseentobebelieved.AlthoughI
hadreaddescriptionsandseen
photographsof themountains,I was
unpreparedfor theheightandthe
inaccessibilityof thenestingarea.
Theseparrotsarequiteliterally
living III theclouds.Afterlistening
to theircallsfor acoupleof hours
andseeingthemonlyasdarkspecks
movingagainstthefaceof the
mountain,thecallingincreased.
Duringthattimethecloudshad
closedin onus,blottingoutthesun.
Suddenly,theparrotsstartedtopass
throughtheclouds- flocksof 30,
40,20andsmallergroups.The
estimatewasof about150birds.My
companionswereelatedbecause
seldomhadtheyseesomany
together.Migueltoldmethatthe
largestflockwasalmostcertainly

A cinnamonmutation of the Green-cheekedAmazon is amongconfiscatedbirds which arecaredfor at the foundation'sheadquarters.

Photo: RosemaryLow
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composedof non-breedingbirds.
It isbelievedthatabout28pairs

nestin thecentralwall atthis
location.Thetotalpopulationof the
speciesis impossibletoestimatebut
Miguelsuggestedthatit maybeless
than1,000birds.Themainproblem
for thisspeciesisMexico'srapidly
growingpopulation(about90
millionpeople).Forestswhichwere
onceprotectedbytheirremoteness
are nowbeingsettledorevenused
for cattlegrazmg.Illegalfelling
continues.Wesawalorryloaded
withillegallogs.Thereshouldsoon
betwoforestrangersin thearea
wherewesawtheparrots- not
sufficient,butbetterthannone.It is
notsomuchthebirdswhichareat
riskbutthepine-oakforestson
whichtheydependfor theirfood.In
addition,thepreservationof the
forestsisvitalfor watercatchment
andtomoderatethelocalclimate.

COMMUNITYNESTINGSITES

Onlytwolargecommunitynesting
sitesof thisspeciesareknown- and
thisis themostimportant.The
Maroon-frontedParrotbreedsonly
in cliffsnearforestswithagood
diversityofconifers.In additionto
pineseeds,it feedsontheseeds
andnectarof onespeciesofAgave.
Unfortunately,itsnumbershave
sufferedagreatdeclinein recent
years.Onlytwodecadesagoflocks
numberingseveralhundredbirds
werereported;nowtheyareathing
of thepast.Illegalfellingaswell as
thegrazingof cattleandgoatsin the
forests,havedegradedthehabitat.It
wasdifficultto seewhatstockcould
grazeon- perhapsafewsucculents.
Cuttingtheforestshasinevitably
ledtodrought(will Manneverlearn
thislesson?),whichmeansthat
forestfirescanspreadquickly,
furthererodingthehabitat.
Duringmyvisit I wasaskedto

giveaninterviewtoareporterfrom
El Norte,oneof thenational
newspapers.I waspleasedto have
theopportunitytoemphasisethe
importanceof preservmgtheforests
andprotectingparrotsworld-wide
fromillegaltrade.I wasalsoableto
describethevaluableworkof
FundacionAra.Theinterview
appearednextmorning.
Mexicohasmanymountainous

areaswherenomanhasevertrod.
Unfortunately,mostparrotspecies
cannotsurvivein suchareas
becausetheirfoodsourceswouldbe
limited.OnourwaytoSaltilloa
coupleofdayslater,Miguelpointed
outtomeastandof Pinuscatarinae
onadistantmountainridge.The
standextendedonlyabout6krn.Yet
everyOctobertheMaroon-fronted
Parrotsfindtheirwaythereto feed
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This enormousaviary for Military Macawsintendedfor releasewas inspiredby Miguel GomezGarza'svisit to ParadisePark.
Photo: RosemaryLow

ontheseedsof thepine.Theyoung
fledgeattheendof Octoberto
coincidewith thegreatest
availabilityof pineseeds.Thetotal
populationis,perhaps,limitedby
theavailabilityof food.
Withtheexceptionof theScarlet

Macaw,whichisnowalmostextinct
in Mexico,theMaroon-fronted
Parrothasthemostrestrictedrange
andis theleastnumerousof all
Mexico'sparrots.Thebiologistsat
FundacionAraarecurrently
planningtopublishabookabout
theuniqueparrotof thecloudsof
Mexico'sSierraMadreOriental.
Thiswill surelybejustoneof many
importantcontributionswhichthey
will maketo thescienceand
literatureof theavifaunaof Mexico.
Furtherreading:seePsittaScene

August1991,pages7-8.

MEXICO'SAVIFAUNA

Saltillois in theneighbouringstate
of Coahuila,ahistorictownwitha
magnificentcathedral.Hereis
situatedelMuseodelasAvesde
Mexico(theMuseumof theBirds
of Mexico).Everyoneof Mexico's
1,010birdspeciesis preservedasa
mountedspecimenin attractive
displaysin asimulatednatural
setting.Mexicohasmorethan750
residentbirdspecies.It has80
endemicspecies,includingfive or
sixendemicparrots,theThick-bill,
theMaroon-frontedandthelittle
MexicanorBlue-rumpedParrotlet.
TwoAmazonsareendemic,the
Green-cheekedandFinsch's(lilac-
crowned).(If theDoubleYellow-
headedisconsideredasaseparate
species,thenit hasthreeendemic
Amazons.)Of theparrots,five are

onAppendix1(endangered)of
CITES:theMilitaryandScarlet
MacawsandtheThick-billand
Maroon-fronted.TheGreen-cheeked
Amazonwasanewaddition,this
year.Lossof habitatis themain
threatto theexistenceof all five
species.
Oneof thereasonsfor therich

avifaunais dueto thewealthof
bioticprovinces;18havebeen
identified.Differentkindsof habitat
includecloudforest,rainforest,
tropicalevergreenforest,tropical
deciduousforest,thornforest,
savannahandtropicalscrub.In the
temperateregions,habitattypes
includepine-oakforest(homeof the
Maroon-frontedParrot),chaparral
(dwarfevergreenoak)forests,
mesquitegrasslandanddesert.Most
of Mexico'sparrotsare,of course,

inhabitantsof thetropicalzonesbut
theycanbefoundwhereverthere
aregoodsourcesof food,evenin
quiteheavilypopulatedareas.Not
far outsidethecity of MonterreyI
sawGreenConures.Thisis theleast
colourfulof theAratingaspecies,
beingentirelygreenwithyellow-
greenunderwingcoverts.Just
beforedusk,agroupof five,
probablyafamtly,wasfeedingin
thetopof alargetree.Suchclose
viewsof Green-cheekedAmazons
eludedme.I brieflyglimpsedanoisy
flockof about30birdsafterwaiting
for twohoursin a likely location.
Theareawasonewhichcontained
manytreesandgardens,andalarge
parkwheretheAmazonsoftenfed
mtheearlymorning.They
wereattractedto theripening..
nutsof thepecantrees. It .,

- ~--

Daniel GarzaTob6nwith TresMarias Amazons.
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HITMENKILL THEBIRDMAN
OFPALMA

Themanwiththebiggestcollection
of parrots,macawsandcockatoosin
Europewasshotdeadyesterdayin
Mallorca,alongwithhiseight-year-
old sonandmaid.Policethinkthey
werevictimsof aMafia-style'hit
squad'.
ManfredMeisel,49,abeer

importerknownonMallorcaas
'TheBeerKing'wasfoundwitha
bulletin hisheadin hisvilla near
Palma.Hehadtoldfriendsof
feelingunderthreatsinceMarch,
perhapsbecauseof theenormous
amountof cashhehandledin
connectionwithhisexoticbirds,
whichheimportedfromthe
PhilippinesandSingapore.
Nomoneyorcreditcardswere

takenfromhisvilla,andnotone
valuablebirdfreedfrom400cages.
Thekillersscaledaspiked
perimeterfenceandeludedfive
guarddogs.Meisel'sson,Patrick,
wasshottwicein thetemplewhile
hewassleeping.ClaudiaLeisen,30,
whotendedthenewlyhatched
chickseveryfourhours,appearedto
havehadherwriststiedbeforeshe
wasshotin theback.

PDDUPDATE

Continuoussupportisneedbythe
IAS to raisefundsfor PDD
research,PDDisalsoknownas
"MacawWastingDisease".Toraise
thesefunds,theInternational
AviculturistsSocietyappealsto the
entireaviculturalcommunityaswell
asindividualcompanionbird
owners.IAS isanon-profit
501(c)(3)corporationwithNO
SALARIEDPOSITIONS.All
donationsto thePDDprojectare
directeddonationsfor PDD
Research,andIAS will absorbany
overheadexpensein administering
thisproject.
Additionally,yourIASPDD

donationsarefrequentlymatched
with fundsfromothergovernment
orprivatesourcestomultiplythe
effectof yourdonation.
Sendyourdonationsto:PDD

Fund,InternationalAviculturists
Society,POBox2232,LaBelle,FL
33975,USA.Fax:(941)675-8824.
Phone:(941)674-0321.

TONYSILVAAPPEALDENIED

Morenewsonparrotsmuggler,
TonySilva,onAugust18th,1997
theUSCourtofAppeals,Seventh
CircuitaffirmedtheDistrictCourt
(DistrictCourtfor theNorthern
Districtof Illinois,EasternDivision)
rulingwhichdeniedtheappealfiled
byTonySilvaaskingthathis
motionto withdrawhisguiltyplea
bepermitted.Alsoaffirmedwasthe
DistrictCourt'srulingregardingMr
Silva'sclaimthaterrorsweremade
in thesentencingprocess(No.96-
4026).CircuitJudgeRipplewrote
theCircuitCourt'sdecision.
Regardingthemattersrelatedto

Mr Silva'smotiontowithdrawhis
guiltyplea,theSeventhCircuit
wrote:"Thedecisionof thedistrict
courtto denythemotionto
withdrawtheguiltypleawashardly
anabuseof discretion.It was
groundedin acommon-sense
evaluationof therepresentations
made..inlightof theunchallenged
testimonypresented...andthe
witnessesheardbythecourtduring
thesentencinghearing."
Regardingthemattersrelatedto

Mr Silva'sclaimthaterrorswere
madein thesentencingprocess,the
SeventhCircuitwrote:"Thedistrict
court..determinedthatthereduction
[in Mr Silva'ssentence]wasnot
warranted.Thecourtconcluded
that,despitehisguiltyplea,Mr
Silvadeniedhisguilt in seekingto
withdrawthepleaandto shiftblame
to Mackmanandthegovernmentfor
havingentrappedhim.Thecourt
furtherfoundthathehadnotbeen
truthfulin hisowntestimonyduring
sentencingandhisversionof the
offencesubmittedto theprobation
office.Thedistrictcourt'sdecision
notto awardthereductionwaswell
'withinazoneof reasonable
responsesto thefacts.'"
Thedecisioniscitedas:1997WL

469036Oth Cir.(IL) ).

THEMANAGEMENTOF
CORRUPTIONIN VENEZUELA

Concernedaboutparrotsworld-
wide,WPTwereinterestedto reada
reportfromJulioCesarCenteno,
PhD,(aforestryspecialistfrom
Venezuela),aboutthedevelopments
of thenaturearea- Imataca,in

Venezuela.Themainissues
highlightedin thisreporthavebeen
summarisedasfollows:
"In anopenletteraddressedto the

PresidentofVenezuela,datedMay
the17th,1997,20environmental
groups,in co-ordinationwith a
largernumberof prominentcitizens,
denouncegrossabuseof powerand
adeceitfulmanipulationof public
opinion,in ordertoapprovein
Cabinetamanagementplanfor a
reservethesizeof Holland.
As aconsequence,theCommission

ontheEnvironmentof the
VenezuelanCongresswill summon
five Ministers,betweenJune12and
June14,toclarifythesituation:the
ministersof theEnvironment,
EnergyandMines,Defence,
PlanningandFrontiers,aswellas
theDirectorof theForestService.
At thesametime,thePresidentof
theCollegeofAnthropologistsand
20environmentalandsocialgroups
haverequestedfromthePresident
of theRepublicandtheAttorney
Generaltheannulmentof the
obscuredecisiontakenbythe
Cabinetof Ministers."

BOOKREVIEW

"WhattheParrotToldAlice" byDaleSmith
ReviewedbyEmmaGreig(age14)
"WhenI wastoldaboutthisbook,whichis targetedtowardsyoung

people,neverdidI guessthatI wouldbereadinganovelthatdealswith the
Internationalconcernsof theillegalimportationof wild parrotsand
macaws.Thestory,setin 1996,is abouta 12yearoldgirl namedAlice
whocomesto realisetheimportanceof conservationwith thehelpof her
EclectusParrot,Bo.TheentirebookfocusesonhimexplainingtoAlice
howpeopleexhaustwild parrotporulationsbecauseof greed- smuggling
birdstoAmericafor profit.SeveraotherPsittacinecharactersalsotell how
theyarrivedin thepetmarket.Someof thesenarrativesareheart-
wrenchingbecausetheyaren'tjust talesin abook.Thereis truthto all of
them.Oneof thecharactersis Simon,aSpix'sMacaw,aseverely
endangeredspecies.....
'It's muchtoolatefor me,Alice' saidSimon.'Butyoucanhelp.Youmust

help.Therearemanyotherprotectedspeciesin dangerof extinction- not
onlyparrots,butotheranimals,andotherplantsandotherinsects.Every
oneof themis importantto thehealthof thisplanet,andwhoknowswhat
secretstheyhold.
Thisbookhasawayof makingtheproblemsmoreimmediate- notsomethingof anothertimeandplaceupon

whichonecanhavenoeffect."
WhattheParrotToldAliceis aremarkablestory,foundedonfact.It is destinedto awakentheconscienceof

youngpeopletocrucialissuesof ourtime,suchashabitatdestructionandexploitationof wildlife.It deservestobe
read(andwill begreatlyenjoyed)by all thinkingpeoplefromnineto 90.It is somuchmorethanachildren'sstory
- it is acryfromtheheartof oneof anincreasingbandof forward-lookingindividualswhounderstandthe
destructionof theworld'sresourcesmustbehaltedquickly,andthatthiscanbedoneonlybyeducatingtoday's
youngpeople.
WhattheParrotToldAliceISBN 0-9651452-7-1,softcover,128pages,illustratedwithlinedrawings.Availablein

theUSAfromDeerCreekPublishing,PO Box2594,NevadaCity,Ca95959,price$11.95plus$3shipping.In the
UK it is availablefromInsignisPublications,PO Box 100,Mansfield,NottsNG209NZ,prIce£6.95plus70ppost
andpackaging,(overseaspostageextra).

13



Imatacais richin ecosystemsand
biodiversity,andiscoveredwith
pristinetropicalforests.Butit also
hasalot ofgold,andthereforealot
ofpotentialfor miners.Thearea
wasdesignatedaforestreserveand
aprotectedareain the1980s-
thereforeit shouldhavebeen
permanentlyprotectedto safeguard
itsnaturalresourcesandecological
processes,whilststill allowingthe
selectiveharvestof industrialtimber
andnontimberforestproducts,
throughlongtermconcessions.To
date,nearlyhalf thereservehas
beenallocatedto forest
conceSSlOnaIres.

In the1980sand1990s,onlythe
smallminerscame,buttheywere
followedbythebig international
miningcompanieswhichmeantbig
money.Whiletheministryof mines
helpedthecompaniesbyallocating
concessions,theMinistryof the
Environmentprepareda
managementplanfor thereserve
whichwouldallowsuchmining
activitiesto takeplace.
"OnMay7th,1997,theMinistry

of theEnvironmentandtheMinistry
ofMinescalledameetingtopresent
theirmanagementplantopublic
scrutiny,asrequiredby law.........

TheManagementPlan
approvedonthe14thof Mayisa
cleardemonstrationof theprofound
levelof corruptionandabuseof
powerthatcharacterisesthepresent
administrationof theVenezuelan
nationalpatrimony.In an
unprecedentedmeasure,it divides
theForestReserveof Imataca
betweenloggersandminers,
condemningtheindigenouspeople
of theareatobeprisonersontheir
ownlands,violatingnationaland
internationalprinciplesof human
rightsandenvironmentalprotection,
whilefoolingthegeneralpublic
throughafarcicalpublic
consultation,in violationof
establishednationalregulations,and
of fundamentalethicaland
democraticprinciples...
...It[theManagementPlan]also
demonstratesthescantrespectthe
governmenthasfor publicopinion,
anditssubmissionto commercial
interests,regardlessof the
environmentalandsocialcosts
incurred....
...Theneedtoestablishtotally

protectedareas,toconservefragile
ecosystemsandtheirbiological
diversity,hasbeenignoredin the
newManagementPlan...Thisisnot
onlyaviolationof Presidential
Decree2.214,it alsoabsurdly
presumesthatin thewholeof the
ForestReservethereisnoneedfor
trulytotallyprotectedareas."
Thereportconcludes:
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" TheManagementPlanfor the
ForestReserveof Imatacaviolates
PresidentialDecree2.214,
representsanerroneousstepwith
dangerousconsequencesfor this
reserve,aswell asfor otherforest
reservesin thecountry.It also
contravenesinternational
agreementssignedbyVenezuela
relatedto theconservationand
rationalmanagementof forest
resources,theprotectionof
biologicaldiversity,andthe
recognitionandrespectof basic
humanrights.It is abackwardstep
in theVenezuelandriveto reacha
trulysustainabledevelopment
model,wheretherightsof present
andfuturegenerationsto abetter
life arerecognised "

NEWWPTSCIENTIFIC
ADVISOR

ForseveralyearsnowtheWorld
ParrotTrusthashadthebenefitof
advicefromadistinguishedpanelof
scientificadvisors.Thisconsistsof
JosephM Forshaw,CharlesA.
MunnPhD,andAndrew
GreenwoodMA, VetMB,FIBiol.,
MRCVS.
Weareverypleasedtoannounce

thatDr.RogerWilkinsonhasagreed
tojoin ourpanel.In additionto
reviewingfundingproposalsand
othermatters,hewill takeaspecial
interestin Africanparrots,liaIsing
with ProfessorMikePerrinatNatal
University.
Hereis abriefCV:

Curatorof BirdsatChesterZoo
since1983.Chairof EuropeanEEP
andUK JMSPParrotTaxon

AdvisoryGroups.EEPPalm
CockatooSpeciesCo-ordinatorand
ESBBlue-eyedCockatooStudbook
Keeper.PreviouslySeniorLecturer
in BIOlogicalSciencesatBayero

University,Kano,Nigeria
researchingin bird behaviourand
ecology.Retainsresearchlinkswith
WestAfricawhereadvisorfor study
onecologyofAfricanGreyParrots
in Cameroon.Personalrecent
researchincludesbehavioural
studiesonVasaparrots.
Rogercanbecontacteddirectlyat

theNorthof EnglandZoological
Society,Upton,Chester,CH2lLH.,
or throughWPT.

CITESANDTHESULPHUR-
CRESTEDCOCKATOO

Wereportedin ourAugust1997
'PsittaScene'thataproposalto
uplistCacatuasulphureato CITES
Appendix1waswithdrawn
followingdisapprovalbyBirdlife
International.Wewroteto their
DirectorofPolicy,D~ ColinBibby,
for moreinformation.Hereishis
reply:
"Cacatuasulphureawasan

interestingone.Thisspeciesis
currentlylistedonappendix2 and
Indonesiahasseta0quota.The
proposalto COPIOcamefrom
Germanyanddidnotincludeany
discussionwiththerangestate
(Indonesia).Weareveryconcerned
aboutthestatusof Cacatua
sulphureabutwedonotbelievethis
is afruitful wayto dobusiness.
Indonesiavaluesits wildlife in part
becauseof itseconomicvalueand
thepotentialto developsustainable
exploitation.Closingall the
potentialto re-openacontrolled
tradein Cacatuasulphureawould
havesentaveryunwelcomeand
unhelpfulmessagefromthewest.
Indonesia'hascommittedto
developamanagementplanfor the
specieswhichdealsbothwith
protectedareasandthepotentialto
regulateanyfuturetrade.This,if

Or. Roger Wilkinson, new WPT scientific advisor.

successful,wouldbeavery
importantdevelopmentfor
Indonesiatowardsanabilityto
manageits ownwildlife. We
believethatit ispropertosupport
thisadmirableaspiration.Our
positionwassupportedbymCN
andadoptedbytheconferenceof
theparties.Observers,quiterightly,
will belookingverycarefullyin
twoyearstimeto seethatgood
progresshasbeenmadeonthe
managementplanandwewill be
doingourbestto assistIndonesiain
thisdirection."

GOODBYEOSCAR

Kirsty and Oscar

Wearesorryto informmembersof
thesaddeathof OscartheScarlet
Macaw.A postmortemrevealedthat
hisdeathwascausedbyheart
failure,andothersymptomsof old
age.It isbelievedthatOscarwasat
leastfortyyearsold,althoughno-
oneknowsfor sure.
OscarwasafavouriteatParadise

Park,andwasalsothemost
successfulfund-raiserfor theWorld
ParrotTrustSanctuaryappeal.So
manyof youweretouchedbyhis
storythatin total,Oscaralone
raised£3,150towardsbuildinga
sanctuaryfor otherill-treatedbirds.
Hecameto ParadiseParkin 1994,

afterhisownerfell ill. It wasthen
discoveredthathehadbeenliving
in acageinsideacarrepairand
paintsprayinggaragefor over
fifteenyears.Hewasin poor
conditionwith manyfeathers
pluckedandanovergrownbeak.
After receivingplentyof love,
attentionandspecialcare,hishealth
improvedenormously- eventhough
sadlyhisplumageneverdidreturn
to its full glory,andhewasnever
ableto fly, becausehespentsolong
in asmallcage.Unableto usehis
muscles,heeventuallylosttheuse
of them.
Oscarbecamea firm favouritewith
thekeepersatParadisePark,they
spoiledhimrotten,andevenlethim
sharetheirlunch!
Needlessto say,Oscarwill be

greatlymissed.
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YOUCANHELPOS...

...SAVETHEPARROTS!

Lear's Macaw Echo Parakeet Red.tailed Black Cockatoo

Joinus.
Becomeamemberof theWorldParrotTrust,receive
ourPsittaScenenewsletter,knowthatyouareactively
contributingtowardsouraims.

HelpfundourProjects.
Wearecurrentlysupportingparrotconservation,
educationandwelfareprojectsinAfrica,Australia,
Bolivia,Brazil,theCaribbean,Equador,Mauritius,New
Zealand,Paraguay,PeruandthePhilippines.Your
generositytowardstheparrotscouldhelpusexpand
currentschemesandstartnewones.

Red.tailed Amazon HyacinthMacawSf. Vincent Parrot Red-vented Cockatoo

YES,I WANTTO UBLPSAVB TUB PARROTS
OFTUBWORLD

FEELFREEtocopythispage
and hand it outtopotentialWPT

members.Thanks!

Name""""""""""""""""""""""""""""........................

Address ............................................................................

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""..................................

,.................................................................

""""""""""""""""""""""" Zip/Postcode......................

Pleasechargemy AccessIVisaAcc./No.

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD
Exp.date Amount£/US$................

Signature ,.....................................................

OR:I enclosechequepayableto theWPT D

I heardaboutthe World ParrotTrust from ....................................................................................................

AimsoftheTrust.
Thesurvivalof parrot speciesin thewild, andthe
welfareof captivebirds.
Theseaimsarepursuedby:-
Educatingthepubliconthethreatsto parrots.
Opposingtradein wild-caughtparrots.
Preservingandrestoringparrothabitat.
Studyingthestatusof parrotpopulations.
Encouragingtheproductionof aviary-bredbirds.
Creatinglinksbetweenavicultureandconservation.
Promotinghighstandardsin thekeepingof parrots.
Supportingresearchintoveterinarycareof parrots.

,

SUBSCRIPTIONRATES(pleasetick)

D UK andEurope(Single)£15

D UKandEurope(Family)£20

D Fellow(LifeMember)£250/US$400
Corporate(Annual)

D All OverseasAirmail£17/US$25
(orequivalentcurrencypaymentby
AccessIVisalMastercardpreferred)

D Plusdonationof£/US$....................

PLEASESENDCOMPLETEDFORMTO
'WORLD PARROT TRUST' AT:.
UNITEDKINGDOM
GlanmorHouse,Hay]e,CornwallTR274HY
USA
CynthiaWebb,POBox341141,Memphis
TN38184
BENELUX
RomaiuBejstrup,Boorngaardstraat
76,B2070,ZwiJndrecht,Belgium
CANADA
MikePearson,POBox29,MountHope,
OntarioLOR1WO

DENMARK(SCANDINAVIA)
M Iversen,Alsikemarken48,2860Soborg.
FRANCE
J& GPrin,55RuedelaFassiere,45140,Ingre.
GERMANY
G& D Harries,Vodestr.39,44625Herne.
ITALY
FreddieVirili,viaMatarusw.l0,33045Nimis,Udine.
AUSTRALIA
PeterSipek,1RossellPI.,Glenfield,NSW2]67.
AFRICA
V.Dennison,POBox1758,LinkHills3652,SouthAfrica.
SWITZERLAND
LarsLepperhotf,Sagemattstrasse31,3097Liebefeld.
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Fouoder Trustee WPT-USA. FounderTrusteeof Director, ParadisePark. Author of 'Endangered Director of the International Curator,ParadisePark. Founderof TheWorld

Seniorresearchbiologist. WPT-UK andWPT-USA. FounderTrusteeof Parrots'and20 moreparrot AviculturistsSociety. FounderTrusteeof The ParrotTrust,Hon.Director
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PARROTS IN TUEWILD

RED-RUMPEDPARAKEET
Psephotushaematonotus

Known as Red-rumped or Red-backed Parrot in Australia and Red-rumped Parakeet in other countries, this
species is a familiar aviary subject wherever aviculture is practised. For Rosemary Low, however, the
beauty of the Redrumps was most apparent when she saw them in the wild. The pair above were among
five pairs feeding in a park at Horsham, Victoria, on November 19, 1994. An inhabitant of open, rather
than forested areas, this parakeet spends much time feeding on the ground on the seeds of grasses and
herbaceous plants. The leaves of thistles and the green seeding heads of crowsfoot (Erodium botrys) are
also relished.

Why are we using a photograph of such a common species on this page? The truth is that we are finding
it hard to find suitable photographs. Here is an appeal to members, especially those in Australia. Many
of you must have far more exciting photographs than this one. Would you not like to see one reproduced
on this page? Just forward it to the editor or to WPT headquarters. It will be returned after use! (Slides
or prints can be used.)
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