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byMichaeKeynolds
Inserteth thisissueof PsittaScene

youwill find acopyof ‘AManifesto
for Aviculture'. Thisis astatement
onbehalbf avicultureandit has
beersento awiderangeof
organisationgheséncludeall
140CITESManagemeAlthorities
(thesarethenationabodies
responsibfer regulatingraden
endangerespeciesinany
conservatidoundationg00s,
aviculturadocietiedirdprotection
%rgéjl%slandgeneraehndspeuallst

APROCLAMATION
TheManifestds akindof

proclamatioonbehalbf our
hobbyandit hasanumbeof
purposesAboveall, it aimgo
provideamorebalancednd
favourableiewof aviculturethe
imageof whichhassuffereatthe
handsf TonySilvaandother
transgressomheManifestsets
outto makehepointthatbird-
keepingn allitsformsjsanatural
humaractivitylt goentotryto
describthefascinatioof
aviculturghewayin whichit has
developeid recenyearsanchow
aminorityof greedyeopldave
damagetthereputationf the
majonty.Thisleadontothe
concepf ‘responsiblaviculture’,
andtheproposahatthosevho

acce n(ﬁractisahisco_ncept
shouladhotbeburdenedith

‘furtherestrictions'.
TheManifestalosesvitha

numbeof suggestions 'the
authoritie€oncernintheneedor

, 'pSittacine
AN Seigndng
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begivenduecreditfor thewayin

whlchsuccessfaaptivéireeding

hasreducethedemandor wild-

caughbirds,andarequestor
adequateonsultatiowith
aviculturabr~anisations.

It closesvith thefollowing
‘Summary":-

Avicultureis an ancient and

natural human pastime which
givespleasure to millionsof
people.

Thisfulfillinghobby has been
compromised by the actionsof a
small minority.

Attitudesin aviculture are
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changing, willlead to the
correction of past errors, and the
further development of
‘responsible aviculture',

Authorities should recognisethe
legitimate as~irations of
legitimate avlculturists, and
should work with them to arrive
at mutually acceptable
regulations.

Sofar sogood althougtit is too
muchto hopethateveryonén our
complexvorldof theparrotswill

agreewvitheverythingvehavesaid.

Apartfrommakinga statemeno
theauthoritiesandto thegeneral
public,whenwe publishethis
Manifestavewere of coursealso

A M quorit s~ ()
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gout for Aviculture

morethorouglandefficientuseof
CITES arequesthataviculturists

addressingviculturistthemselves.
Onceagainyweareputtingforward
theconcepof 'responsible
aviculture'.Wearenotsurewvhere
thistermoriginatedbutin our
PsittaScer¢ol.3No. |, in

Februaryl 991we suggestetwas
timefor:

‘ANEWERAIN PARROT
AVICULTURE".

Whatweproposewvas' a
commitmertb anewERA:

E\r}f'c‘%mﬁ rnee.%ee?gggostj m?srather
heavy-handedogaris to remindis
thatthereis moreto keepingnd
breedingarrotghanmoney,
prestigeorrecreationglleasure.

It isanimmenserivilegeto have
thesebirdsin ourcareandwe
shouldcheverforgetit. Onewayof
acknowledgintpisprivileges to
showpracticatoncerfior the
survivalof theparrotsn thewild,
andthatmeangontributingasho
supportheworkbeingdonen the
field. TheWorldParrotTrusis
doingthiswithyoursubscriptions,
andotherdonatlOrendreceipts,
butweareonlyscratchinthe
surfacef thetask.

Otherenlightenedndresponsible
activitiesvouldincludekeeping
properecordsheingpreparetb
placebirdswith otheresponsible
aviculturistenbreedingpan,
recordin@ppropriatelrdswith
studbookordersstrivingto
improvestandardsf bird-keeping
in generahndhygienen partlcular,
sharingnformatiorandgivingbirds
morespaceThewelfareof
individuabetbirdsneedsttention,
andwemustbealertto thequality
of life weareprovidingor all our

parrots'. .
It doesn'matteonebit whetheor

Continued onpage 2

If we cansavetheparrots,wemayyetsaveourselves<®WPT



Werecentlyfound a copy of thisinterestingpook 'The GreyParrot'by WT. Greenepublishedin 1893.
Theauthor'sobservationsirevery muchin line with ourexperiencesvith thesebirdstoday,but the
bookis full of accurateandentertainingquoteswvhich we will attempto includein afuturePsittaScene.
Also fascinatingaretheadvertisementby importerssuchasWilliam Crossof Liverpool. Thisitemis
includedhereto reinforceour pointthat aviculturés indeedanestablishediumanpastimeandnot a

lot haschangedn 103years!

Continuedfrom page one

notWPToriginatedresponsible
aviculture'Whatis importants
thattheconcepseem® havebeen
acceptedy verymanyleading
figures.At thelAS conventiotin
JanuanbDr. KevinFlammesaidin
replytoaquestion:..ifyouare
practisingesponsiblaviculture
youwill quarantineverynew
arrivalatyourfacility'.

Soit seemshat'responsible

aviculturehasbecomeauseful

phraselescribingnapprovednd
recognisedoal. Thisbeingso, it
seemsimelyto attempafresh
definitionasshowrbelow:-

If anyreadewouldlike to
commenonthisdefinitionof
‘responsiblaviculture'pr suggest

alternativesr amendmenislease
writetous. Wedon'tthinkwehave

all theanswerdutbearin mind

thatin everythingvedo,thebirds
comdirst.

Returnindo the 'Manifesttor
Aviculture' wewill reporiin future
editionf PsittaScerany

reactionsvemayreceive.No doubt
wehavemisse@numbenof

organisatiors publicationso
pleasdetusknowandwewill mail
copiesasrequired.

Responsibkviculture

A commitment to this concept requires:-

1. Careabouttheoriginof birds. Wild-caught
parrot@renolongeracceptablemuggle@arrots
everlessso. Aviarybredbirdsarereadilyavailable,
eitherimprintedo bepetbirds,or non-imprintetbr
aviculturabreedingurposes.

2.Adequatieusing. Ourbirdsleserweell-
designedstate-ofthe-araviarieandcageswiththe
emphasisnSPACE.

3. Veterinary support. In mostdevelopedvicultural
countrietodaythehelpof anavianvetis likely to be
available Totry to keepexotichirdswithoutthat
professionaldvicdas boundo beafalseeconomyas
wellasplainirresponsible.

4. Qudity of Life. Ourbirdsiee®PACE,
environmentainrichmenwithin thatspaceandfor
aviarybirdstheopportunityo socialisandbreed.
‘Factoryfarming'of parrotgn tiny cagesannobe
condonedln theviewof TheWorldParrotTrusthe

automatiaving-clippingf petparrotsieedso be
reconsideredVhatis abirdif It cannofly?

5. Commitmento ConservationIf wekeepparrots

in captivitywehaveunquestionabgpntributetb
theirdeclingn thewild. Ontheirparttheparrots

havegivenusourcompanionsurhobbyanda
billion dollarbusiness-orall thesaeasonse must

PUTSOMETHIN@BACK TO HELPTHE
PARROT®N THEWILD. TheWorldParrotTrust

hasmanyprojectsieedindinanciakupport.

6. Commitmento Welfare. Untoldmillionsof

parrothavebeertrappedndtakerfromthewild
overthepastwentyyearsandmanyof these,
completelynsuitablaspetshavecomeo grief.
Psittacinaviculturdasaclearesponsibilitio take
careof thesecasualtiegndmustsupporthemany
initiativenowbeingtakenworld-widgo rescuand
rehabilitatsickandunwantegarrots.



Kakapo Update

by Don Mert

Report To mid-January 1997

Fifty kakap@reknowrto survive
nineteefemalesndthirtyone
malesApartfromthreehatchedn
theisland all havebeerrelocated
sincel9750 off-shoréslandsn
orderto protecthemfrom
introducechammaliapredators
no naturapopulatiois knownto
remainTwentysixbirds(16males
andl0femalesareonCodfish
Islandtwomalesnanislandoff
souther®tewartslandeight(4
malesand4 femalespnMaud
Islandandfourteer{9 malesands
femalesireonLittle Barriedsland.

Noadulimortality isknowrto
haveoccurredduringthe last
threeyears.

FourbirdsweremovedromLittle

BarrierlslandLB(Il) duringthe 1996
winter!'Arab"and'Barnard"

wresumethate®f "Heatherand
‘Wendy" whoproducedhfertile

clutcheg 1995haveraditionally
hoggedhemuch-prizeBummit
trackandbowlsystemg&bs)on
Little Barriersystemasually
visitedbythefemalesn abreeding
yearTheywereexiledo anisland
off souther®tewartslando sitout
thebreedingeasortontemplating
theirsuspectddfertility. Though
ArabandBamardavenotbeen

confirmedsinfertile theKakapo

ScientificandTechnicaghdvisory
Committeeoncurreaviththe

Kakapdvianageme@roup. .
decislOto removehemnfor this

seasorhebirds'fertility will be
assesseamlerthenexttwobooming
seasongfterwhichadecisiorwill
bemadeonhowbestto usethem.

"Flossie'and'RichardHenry"
wereshiftedromLBI to Maud
Islandsinceheyhadprovedo be
unmanageahtathemucharger
andmorerugged.ittle Barrier.

RichardHenryhassettledn his
formerthome-rangghewason
Maudfrom 19730 1982andhas
continuedb accepsupplementary
foodsHistarsusliametehas
continuetb increaseeryslowly
throughouhe22yearsincehis
removafromFiordlancandhehas
yetagairoutgrowrhis special-
issuemale-kakaplegbandlf in
factthisistypicalthentarsus
diametemayserveasanindexof
agein kakapo!

Theobjectiven transferring
Flossig¢o Maudwasto bringher
intothemanagemeptogrammeo
enablderto bemoreclosely

monitore@ndto be supplementary-
fed.Withinamonthof herarrival

shehadlearnedo lift thelid of her

foodhoppegandto eatthevarious
foodsonoffer.

AlsoonMaudislandfive-year-old
"Hold" (theonlycaptivekakapo

Above: FemaleKakapo "Heather" eatingfrom afeederon Little Barrier Island.

PhotograpiBrettMcKay

Abovdzemal€akaptHoki'atthreenonthsid.

andonly femaleto hatchand
survivesincel981)hasbeen
encouraged leaveherpenin order
to socialisevith theseverfree-
living kakapaonMaud- andto
matewhensheisready.Shehasa
stoat-proofnodifiedcatflap door
tofacllitatehercomingsndgoings.
aswell asanartificialroost/nest
chambeiSofar,shehasexplored
somehundredpf metredeyond
herpen-l~ mgt egaren ,
aroundBnanan.d?ebbldattors

houseandto withm I0Onof
Comalcd.odge Shenowfeeds

fromherfeedingstationwithinher
penmostnightsutgenerallyoosts
outsidéoy day Heractivitiesand
well-beingareof courséeing
closelymonitored.

LOGGERS

Withtheupgradendincreased
numbeof loggersve cannow
manageestfromanearlierstage.
If afemaldsloggedatatrackand
bowl systemherprecisdocation
will befixeddailyby triangulation;
if shehasnotmovedor a specified
numbenpof daysshewill bechecked
visuallyto determingvhetheor not
shehasanest.

Loggerwill alsoreduceheeffort
reqUIretbr monitoringnales

duringtheboomingseasothrough
provisiorof dataaboutvhichmales
arevisitingtrackandbowlsystems.

A SUCCESSFURESEARCH
SEASON

Thesummeseasois onlyjust
undeway butwehavealready
finisheda' successfuesearch
seasorthankgo thegenerous
sponsorshipf ComalcdNew
ZealandLimited- a sponsorship

Photograpbideo@limo

whichis to continudor thenextsix
years!Significanprogress
alreadypeingmaddowards
achievinghegoalsoutlinedn the
KakapdRecoverfPlan andwith
thiscontinuegponsorshipielook
forwardo evengreateresults.

Samp)ingrogrammé)uringtheir
normatransmlttechangémamly
duringJuly- August)45kakapo
VB ERGH IR pREMAIRpSE3aRUANd
fromeachThereverethreemain
objectivefor thissampling
programme:

GENETICANALYSIS

Wewantto knowthedegre®f
relatednessf all ourbirdsandto be

abletoidentifyindividual§rom
moultedeatherdn collaboration
with DrsDavidLamberaindBruce

Robertsonf Masseyniversity's
Departmentif EcologyaDNA
programmbasbeersetup.

HEALTHNORMS

Weaimto establisbiological
normsn kakapdhrough
determinatioof normalevelsof
varioudbloodcomponentaswell
asmicro-organisnasdparasites.
Swabshloodandfaecakamples
fromall birdshavebeeranalysed.
Kakapaverefoundto be
remarkablfreefrompathogens.
papewill be preparetly late
Marchfor publicatiorandfor
distributiorto veterinarians
associatedith thekakapo
programme.
Duringsamplingvefoundthat
FuschigafemaleonMaudisland)
hadalow-gradéacteriainfection.
Wetreatedherwith doxycyclinéan
antibiotiausedpreviouslyn

Continued on page 4
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kakapo)nothesampléakerthree
weekdatershowedhatshehad
recoveredKen(amaleonCodfish
Island)vasalsofoundto havea
low-gradenfectiorcausedy a
partiallyhealedvinginjurydating
from1995butasheis notcurrently
takingsugPIementqiqodSNe have
beerunablé¢o treathimso

effectively.

ENERGYEXPENDITURE

Thetechniquknownas"doubly-
labelledvater'wasusedo measure
energexpendituri@ asamplef
twentykakapdromall three
islandsProfessdpavidBryantof
StirlingUniversityScotland}
analyslligheresultswhichshould
beavailablearlyin thenewyear.
Preliminaryesulténdicatehat
non-breedid@kapdavean
exceptionallpw fieldenergy
expenditure.

ADDITIONALRESEARCH:

KakapspermbDarylEasoris
developingeansor collectingnd
assessirkgkapsperm.

Withtheanticipateohtense
boomingeasothisyearwehope
to atleasmastesperncollection
techniques.

DIETAND NUTRITION:

Faecearebeingcollectedna
regulabasigromspecifidfemales,
whicharealsobeingirackedat
nightto seavhatandwherehey
areeatingTheaimof thisexercise
isto spotanychangén dietthat
mightbeassociatedith - and
perhaptigger breeding.
Wefiavealsonegotiatethereturn
fromtheUnitedStatesf faecal

materiatollectedy aCornell
Universityresearchen Stewart
Islandduringthe 1981breeding
seasofthatis,fromthelast
successflireedingeason of the
lastnaturakakapgopulation!)
Identificatiorof plantmateriafrom
thisuniqguesampl®f droppings
wouldseento offertheonlymeans
wenowhaveof determininghe
naturatlietfedto kakapachicks.
Hormoneherapyt astyear,
MasseyniversityandAgresearch
scientistgistigatedesearchimed
atinducingrreedingn birds-
initially usingmallards by
administeringonadotrophin
releasingormoneWeare
followingthisresearchloselysince
inducinghon-productiviemaleso
breedandinducinghosehat
alreadyloto breednoreoftenare
keyprogrammgoals.

SCENTAND HEARING

JulieHagelinUniversityof New
MexicoUSA)hasbeen
investigatingcentiscrimination,
usingfieldtrialsonMaudisland

andautopsyf museunspecimens.

It hadappearethatkakapdad
little ornosens®f smell butatrial
involvingRichardHenry(thelast
Fiordlandird) andHoki (theonly
captivekakapoyhowedhatthey

couldfindfoodsusingwhatwe
assumio betheirsensef smell.

Examinationf museunmaterial

showedhatthespecieslfactory
lobesareunexpectedlgrge Also,
thelargesizeof kakapcear
aperturesuggeghattheyhave
acuteperhapsdirectionalhearing
anattnbutdikely tobeenhanced
by thebirds'owl-likefacialdiscs.

Above: GideonClimo andPaul Jensendemonstratehe two-way door usedby Hoki.

PLANTPHENOLOGY

Dr Bill Lee(Landcar&esearch$
designin@ moreeffectiveplant
phenologynonitoringprogramme
for us.Wehavefor someyeardeen
monitoringimufruitinglevelson
CodfishislandA heavycropof
rimufruit is developin@tpresent
andshouldeavailabléo thebirds
fromlateMarch/earhpril this
yearln 1992 thelasttimethat
rimutherefruitedheavily- kakapo
breedindailedwherthecrop
spoiledluspriortoripening.
Althougha significanamounbf
fruit hasfallenin recentmonthsthe
cropthatremainsgs aheavyone.
Manykakapdransmittemortality
switche$avefailedin recent
monthsrequiringunscheduled

replacementanddisturbance
birds.

BREEDING:

Kakapaappeato breechaturallyat
aboufive-yearlyintervalsin
synchronyviththeheavyfruiting
(mastingpf certaimativeplants.
Nobreedingccurredn anyof the
islandgluringthe 1996season.
Howeverboomindghasnowbegun
onbothLittle BarrierandCodfish
Islands sohopef breeding
occurringn 1997arehigh'.
LittleBarrier: By mid-January
1997severn&bswerebeingtended
andatleasfourmalesvere
boomingThemaleOx appeart
havetakenovertheprimesummit
t&bs (previouslyccupiedy
BamardrandDobbieto have
occupiedheWoodpilesystem
(formerlyoccupietby Arab).

“Maud; Theactivitynotedatt&bs
in OctobeandNovembeseemt

PhotographDonMerton

havetaperedff, thougtonone
occasiom lateDecembexmale

washeardooming.

Codfish:At leastent&bswere
activeandninemalesverebooming
by mid-Januargndseveralemales
hadindulgedn "walkabouts"
beyondheirhome-ranges
behavioubelievedo belinkedto

courtshi@ndbreeding.
AlisonBallancef theNatural
Historynit,TVNZzZisatpresent
remotelymonitoringndfilmingthe
nightlyactivityofthemalelLionel
athist&bs.As duringlastbooming
season

Alisonis hopefubf seeingnd
filming for thefirsttimematingand
associatdokehaviouAccordingo
Alison,Lionel'shoominganadvisual

displaysrremoreintensehisyear
thanlast.

INCREASEDPRODUCTIVITY:
Rats:Becauskioreratsare

presenvntwo of thethreekakapo
Islandsandarea majorcausef
chickmortalityit is essentialeare
ableto quicklyandsafelycontrol
themneamestsFieldtrialswe
carriecdbutonLBI during1996
indicatehattheseatgustlove
whitechocolatgreferringt to
naturafoodsavallableluring
AutumnAlso;thattheyaremost
reluctanto enterthetraditional
(enclosed)oison-batttationsve
haveusedreviouslyBy
incorporatingvhitechocolatentoa
toxicbaitandredesigningurbait
stationsvehaveincreasethany-
fold the"baittake"by ratsaswell
asvirtuallyeliminatingherisksto
kakap@andothemon-target
animalsHopefullytheheavyoss
of kakapahicksto ratswill nowbe
athingof thepast!

DISASTERVANAGEMENT

Speciaheatpads$avebeen
developetb maintainncubatiorn
broodingemperaturés nests,
shouldhefemalenotreturnThis
givesabufferof severahours.
Standar@peratingrocedurdsr
disastemanagementnestdhave

beerdevelopeaoveringeporting,
communicatlOnigcisions,

equipmeraperatiorandsafety.
FOOTNOTE:Ourtrusteeand
veterinargonsultarAndrew
Greenwoodill bevisitingNZ this
April to helpwiththisprogramme.

STOPPRESS!

Aswewento pressvereceived
thewonderful newsromDon
Merton that anesthasbeen
foundon Codfishisland! Sofar,
four femaleshavemated.In the
nextissuewewill bringyouthe
latestdevelopments.



%e Them Fly Down Underl by Michael Keynolds

Foranyoneinterested in the parrots,
Australias alandrichwith
delightslt ishometo aboub5
parrospecieyr onesixthofthe
totalnumbenof parrotshathave

establishagichesn ourtumultuous

naturalvorld. Fig Parrota\ight
ParrotsGGroundParrotdprikeets,
parakeetbudgerigarspckatoos.
Somuchvarietypeautynd
excitemensomuchto studyso
muchto protect.

BLACKCOCKATO®ROJECT

Formostofthe25yeard have
beerundetheparrotspell) have
beertoobusy(andtoobroke}o
visitAustraliathe 'landof parrots'.
| finallygottheren 1994when

invitedto spealattheNational
AviculturaConventiom

Melbournd.wasthenableto visit
thearean thesouthof Victoria
wherdgheWorldParrotTrustvas

fundingaprojecto monitorstudy
andprotecathreatengubpulation
of asub-speciestheRed-tailed
BlackCockatoadl hispopulatiotis
estimateth totalbetweeb00and
100Mirds Ourfundingoverafour
yeamperiocencourageatiditional
fundingromthestate®f Victoria
andSoutlAustraliaandthiswork
is continuingtoday. The problem
herds thatweneedobesurethat
(a)nobirdsarebeingstolenand(b)
thatsufficienbreedings being
achievetb ensureatisfactory
‘recruitmentb sustairnhe
populatiorDueto theverylong
lifesparof cockatoo, wouldbe
eas\o believehatthesub-species
wassecureonlytofind - whernit
wastoolate- thatadramaticrash
in thepopulatiohadoccurredince
for manyearsotenouglyoung
birdshadbeenoiningtheflocks.
Sincegheknownnestsrebeing
protectedledglingsreidentified
withmicro-chipsandocalfarmers
andwildlife conservaticstaffare
onthealerttherdas reasomo

believehatthesespeciaRed-tailed
BlackCockatoowill continugo

thrive.

SECOND/ISIT

Whatbroughieto Australidn
Octobefl996rasanewand
extremelpppropriatsubjecior
WorldParrotTrustfunding.We
hadheardromJoeForshawauthor
of 'Parrotef theWorld',anda
membeof ourWPTpanebf
projecteviewersthatathreeyear
studyof thePalmCockatoo
Proboscigaterrimusvasbeing

Lookingfor PalmCockatoas thelronRangéationaPark Queensland to R: AudreyReynolddDarynStarchJoeForshaw,
StepheéBarne®orBrunindflickandClar8lackmareasiEelderhwithwill.

plannedandthatparticipatioby
theWorldParrotTrustwouldbe
welcomeSincghePalmCockatoo
isthesymbobfthetrustthiswas
anopportunityotto bemissed.
Otherfactorsncludedhe
coincidentdhctthatwewerein the
processf launchingVorldParrot
TrustAustraliaandthatwecould
seekundingwithinAustralidor an
AustraliamparrotspeciesdVe
reportedhisprojecin ourAugust
1996ssueof PsittaScen&r
readergsrhomaywantto checkhe
detailsof theproposal.

PALMCOCKATOO

TheAustraliapopulatiorof the
PalmCockato@s concentrated
theCapeY orkarean thetopright
handexpansef Queenslandihis
is 'tropicalAustraliavith much
rainforestemaininglespitehe
inroadof sugacaneandother
agriculturahctivity Thefurther
Northyougo,themoreunspoiled
is. My wife,Audreyand| were
invitedtojoin JoeForshavand
DonaldBruningChairmanof
OrnithologytNewYork
ZoologicaSocietyto visitthelron
Rangé\ationaParkwherehe
threeyearstudywill takeplace.
Thisentailedakinganinteresting
flightin asmallaircraftWetook
off fromCairnsbutafteranhour's
flightthepilotdidn'tlike thelook
of aflashingedlightonhis
dashboardndtookusbackto the
airportWetriedagairthenextday,
andarrivedvithoutincidentatthe

airstripnearanaboriginal
settlemerdatLockharRiverl

shouldnentiorherethattheWorld
ParrotTrustpaidfor thislocalflight
for JoeForshawny wife and
myselfputdidnotpayanyother
expensethiroughoudurtrip. Some
peopldike to knowthesehings.
At LockwoodRiverweweremet
by Stephe@amettpneof
Australia'¢eadindield biologists,
andtakerto therangestatiorfrom
whichthevastareaof thelron
RangéNationaParkis
administere&tephers currently
engageth researchntotheGlossy
BlackCockatod@alyptorhynchus
lathamionKangarodslandnear
Adelaidebuthewill hopefullybe
ableto takeonsupervisionf the
plannedhreeyearesearchtothe
PalmCockatod/VealsometDaryn
Storchwhoworksfor the
Queenslardept.of Environment,
andhascarriecbutvaluable
preliminarstudie®f thePalm
Cockatoogverthepastwoyears,
resultingn thediscoverypf 30nest
sitesAlsothereto seghecockatoos
anddiscussheprojectvereleasie
Felderhobf the Queenslaridept.
of EnvironmenandMick and
ClareBlackma~Mick istheranger

in chargef theentirelronRange
NationaPark.

PARROTIGHTINGS

Overthenexttwo daysourgroup
travelledvidelyaroundhe
unsurfacedutgoodroadsn the
park,andmanagetb seesome
interestingarrotsThefirst sighting
wasa pairof Double-eyefbr
Marshall'sFig Parrot$Dpopsitta
diophthalmanarshallattheirnest.

Phot®/1.Reynolds

Wewereableto watchthesén a
leisurelymannerandvery
fascinatingt was At another
locationwherdocalknowledge
suggestegae shouldseeEclectus
parrotswewererewardetly a
superhrio of thesebirds,swaying
to andfro in atall eucalypblown
by theverywelcoméreezeAgain,
we wereableto takeourtimein
absorbinghiswonderfukightas
thebirdswerenotmovingaroundo
feedbutseemetb bemerelyand
literally,hanginguttogethetdoe
Forshawpointedbutthatthe
AustraliarEclectusiasalongettail
thanothersubspecies.
Themainobjectivehowevenyas
to seehePalmCockatoand
succeswiththiswasmixed My
wife happenetb besittingquietly
in avehiclewhena Palnflewintoa
treeonlyafewy~rd€fromher,and
gaveheranexcltmgpersonahow.
Hepreenetimself mutte~ed,
chortledand~creamealblt asPalm
Cockatoowlll, andeventuallfiew
off. | hadathrillingbutbrief
sight~ngf abirdflying acrosshe
roadm front of me.JoeandDon
sawapairfly i~ toapreviously
u~kno,,: jmestslte andspendime
displaym@roundhenesentrance.

| alTlvedustastheyflew away.In
ourtravelsvefoundanadditional

threenestsitesandwereableto
inspecandphotographnestavity
in theonlylownestindgree
currentlyknown.
Whiletravellingwith Mick
Blackmarnwe metup with some
goldprospectorsyhorepreserst

threato thenationapark,since
Continued on page 6
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licencefor goldextractiomrestill
issuedOnthecreditsidejt is
thoughthatclosesupervisioof the
parkpreventtheremovabf chicks
oreggsandweweretold thatthe
aboriginatommunitghinkit very
badlucktokill ablackcocky.

THENEWPROJECT

Thateveningveheldameetingo
discussletailof theproposethree
yearresearchrogrammayhich
includesomparativetudieso be
carriedutin NewGuineawhere
theWildlifeConservation
Society/NYZBasanestablished
baseatCrateMountainlt hasto be
saidthatthefinanciatontribution
oftheWorldParrofTrustis the

smallesbf theparticipantdutit is,
noneghelessmuchappreciatdaly
ourassociatés AustraliaWeare
committedo providingA$10,008
yeairfor threeyearsandf any
membewouldliketo contribute
towardshat,wewouldbevery
pleasetb havesoméelp.
Toosoorwewereattheairstrip,
andonourwaybackto Cairnswith
afewvividimage®f wild parrots
burnednto ourmemorieg\lsonot
to beforgottemvasthewarmtrand
kindnessf everyongvemet.Daryn
Storch'svife senfoodfor usall,
andLeasid-elderhof'sixmonth
old sorWill charmee@veryonevith
hiscalmandcheerfuhaturelt has
tobesaidthatfor someonkke

myselfwithverylittle field
experiencé,wasdauntingo bein
thefieldwith peopldike Joe
ForshawponBruningandStephen
Gamettl foundit bestto keepmy

moutrshutandnodknowinglyfrom
timetotime.

Audrey ReynoldsandHeidi Hellingman meetRainbow Lorikeetsat CurrumbinSanctuary

PORTDOUGLASAND KAKADU

AfterarrivingatCairnsAudreyand

| SEenafewdaysatPortDougIas,
anhour'sdriveNorthof Cairns.

Thisis asmallresortownwhich
manage® besimultaneously
flashyandlaid-backMany
sophisticate@sorhotel
complexedutalsoahighstreet

full of realshopspubsrestaurants

andpeopleShortlyafterwewere
therat wasvisitedby President
Clintonandaboutathousand
securityandmedigpeopleFrom
PortDougladt is easyto visitthe
DaintreeainforestandtheGreat
BarrieReef.

Havinggotto Australigor only
thesecondime,andhavinga
monthto sparewe madehemost
of theopportunitypy visiting

Darwinsowe couldseesomething
of theKakadWNationaPark Aswe

droveto ourhotelin Darwinthe

raincrashedownandpeoplavere
dancingn thestreetdt seemshis
is standargdracticavhen'thewet'
beginsThenextdayit wasdry
againandwesetoff to driveabout
athousanchilesaroundhepark,

wheravesawafewpartieof Red-
tailedBlackCockatoosome

RainbowLories butnotmuckhelse.
It wasgoodhoweverto seeso
muchprotectedpacavith sofew
people.

ONTOCURRUMBIN

Ournextmovewasto fly to
Brisbanehireacar,anddriveto
Surfer'dParadisé.hisisa
remarkableoastalesortownlike
amini-Manhattafyll of high-rise
hotelsandtourisamusemeni®ur
reasoffior goingtherewasto visit
thenearbyCurrumbirSanctuary,

Daryn Storchchecksa Palm Cockatoonest.

runbytheQueenslardational
Trust. Currumbiris famousor its
twicedailyfeedingof free-flying
Rainbow(or Swainson'd)orikeets,
andwewantedo experiencthis
eventwhichhasbeerwidely
imitated(butin nowayequalledin
zoosandbird parksworla-wide.
Weweretherein goodtime,andat
theexactdvertisetiourthe
Rainbowsamezoomingn, their
shrill callsalmosteafeningsthey
landendishe®f nectaheldby
thevisitors Evenif youknowwhat
charmheparrotsandispensehis
displayof greedandvivacityis
almosshockinglf you'venever
beforehadacloseencountewith a
dynamidordeof hungry and
fearlesRainbowgheexperience
hasto bea formativeone hopefully
encouragingspiritof
understandirghoutheneedo
preserveuchnaturadelightsThe
faceof thechildrenwereespecially
rewardingand haveto believethat
theRainbowsf Currumbirare
workingfor thesurvivalbf all the
parrotsandfor thatmatterall of
nature.

Weweregivena tourof
Currumbirby HeidiHellingman
(seeﬁicture)whospen_afew
weekswvithusatParadisarklast
yearandwasonthestaffatthe
Sanctuarydeidihadbeenwith
Currumbirfor eightyears,
specialisingh hand-rearingnd
rescuind\ustraliarbirdsand
mammalsWelearnta lot fromher,
andweresurprisedb hearthatshe
wasabouto moveto Melbourne
Zooto workwith giraffeand
elephant&VealsomettheDeputy
Directorof the Sanctuarfdr. Des
Spittallwhotoldusabouthe
breedingrogrammeseypursue,

PhotoM. Reynolds

suchasonefor theDouble-eyelgig
Parrotwhichisintendedo leadon
to workingwiththeMarshall'sig
Parrotwehadseenn thelron

RangéNationaPark Therds also
thebestandmosteducationahow
wehaveseeranywherdeaturing
widerangeof Australiatbirdsand
mammalssomeof whichwedidn't
knowexisted.Onceagainthe
childrerbenefitednostAll in all,
thisis aplacenotto bemissedby

anyoneisitingAustralia.
FromCurrumbinvefollowedan

inlandroute mostof whichran
througlthe 'GreaDividingRange'.
Thisbroughtsintoavarietyof
landscapeandit waspleasingo
seea greatealof foresteft
betweetheagriculturahreas.
Whenl mentionethistoAustralian
frienddateron,theylookedabit
glumandsaid'LookfurtheWest
there'siothingeftoutthere.'
Parrotgurnedupfrequentlyand
we soornstoppedayingLook,
Galahs" EasteriRosellafiewup
atthesideof theroad.and spent
somdimevideoingamystery
parakedhatturnecdutto bea
RedrumRNevemind whenseen
in thewild theylookbiggermore

colourfulandfrankly moreatease
withthemselveRistanceketween

townsareconsiderablandit wasa
fewdaysbeforavewentowards

thecoastagainNorthof Sh/dr]ey,
wherewevisitedJoeForshavin

hope®f seeingheGlossyBlack

.Cockatotsapracticalliveon

hisprop~rtylN.eedlesg saywith
my luckm seemgarrotsthey

weren'thereonthedaywewent
lookingfor themWedid,however,
seebeautifuKing Parrotsaking
seedromthefeedersnJoe's

verandah. Continuenhpage?



Wealsoexperiencadghatloe
describedryly as'atriumphof
Australiatechnologyastainless
steetea-bagqueezerowcanyou
fail to apﬁreciaWaesk_ill andwit of
anatiorthatcoulddevisesucha

vital pieceof equipment?

THESYDNEYAREA
Nextwewentonto theHunter

Valleywhichmanage® combine
parrotsvith producinguperb
Australianvineandfood.Thispart
of ourtrip wasnohardshigtall.
Afterthat,ontotheBlue
Mountaingp thewesif Sydney.
Thisagainis aprimetourisnarea,
verywell setupto createnjoyable
opportunitiet® seehugeprotected
areasfforestFinallyjn to
Sydneyandoutagairio gotwenty
milesnorthto beautifuPittwateto
meeupwithourlong-timdriends
PhilipandTrilbyBond.(Theydo
B&B attheircharmingarrot-
infestedhousen Scotlandsland
Call(61)299795958y writeto
Ferryman'€ottageScotland
IslandPittwatefNSW2105)We
thenspentivedaysn a
comfortableatamaranruising
alongPittwateandintothe
HawkesbumRiver stoppingff for
tinniesice,andterrificmealst
watersideestaurantd.wasthe
kindof trip youdon'tforgein a
hurryputthehighpointcameon
ourfirsteveningvhilewewere
anchoreith a smalcovebesidehe
KuringaNationaPark.| heard
somestrangegreakysoundsand
thensawnolessthareleverGlossy
BlackCockatoosirclingaroundhe
forestJookingfor therightspoto
roosffor thenight.Thistooka
while,andsoweall werdreatedo
oneof themostulfilling
experiencamaginablendone
thatonlyAustraliacanprovide.
Finally wewereableto visitthe
aviarie®f PeteilChapmammuch
renownedndrespecteaviculturist.
Petehassucceeded breeding
quiteafew GlossyBlackCockatoos
Calyptorhynchiethamiandthe
opportunityo see¢hesendearing
birdsin close-upvasahighlighof
ourAustraliawisit. Alsomost
interestingrashiscolony breeding
aviaryhousingightpairsof
Eclectuparrotsywhichhad a
choicdromatleastadozemest
logs. Fivepairsareactually
breedinguccessfullputit is
necessatg removeshicksvhen
closedofledgingpbecausthe
parentsnayfail tofeedthemand
theothempairsmayattackhe
chicks.Withtheseandother
speciefeters ableto provide
invaluablensightoonbehaviouto

scientista/orkingwith parrotsn
thefield. Asaremanyother
experiencezhdtalented
aviculturistaroundheworld,it
mustbenoted.
Enouglabouburtrip, andplease
forgivemeif thisratherinformal
andramblingeportis abit like
havingo seeyourneighbour's
holidaysnapsThereareafew

reasonwhyl wantedo describe
ourvisitin somedetail.

Firstof all, | assuméhatatleast
95%o0f thereadersf PsittaScene
will nothavebeertoAustraliaand
| wantto urgeanyonevhocan
makeavisit, to dojustthat.

Thereasonfor goingparrot-
watchingn Australisaremanyand
include:

1.Morespeciesf parrotthanany

othercountry.
2.Theyarecomparativelyasyto
see.

3.Experguidances readily
available.
4.Goodroadsn mostareas.

5. Nosecurityproblems.
6.Nolanguagéifficultiesfor the
majorityof WPTmembers.

7. Plentt)pf cT;eneralIourisrradvice
andllterature.

8.Australianarefriendlyand
welcoming. )

Wehavealiscussedith Joe
Forshawhepossibilityof arranging
WPTsponsorenursto beplanned
andescortetly Joehimself. Such
tourswouldbefor amaximunof
tenpeoplewouldprobablyastfor
tendaysandwouldbebasedn
usingprivateaircraft.It wouldnot

becheapprobablycomingn at
aroundh$6000(£300r
US$4800)Theearliespractical
datewouldbeApril 1998Asit
happenkalreadyhavefour
bookingdgor thistourfromaUs
memberutwouldliketo hear
fromanyothersvhowouldlike to

bekeptinformedJustwriteto me
atourUK address.

SEETHEM IN THEWILD

My secondeasoffior writing at
lengthaboutburparrot-watching
experiencas thatl fervently
believethatanyonavhokeeps
parrotsn aviarieshowevetarge,
shouldseghemin thewild. Asit
happengheveryfirstwild parrot

sawwasnothindessthana
StVincenfAmazorParrotThiswas

in 1978andwehadvisitedSt.
Vincenbecausthegovernment
hadsentapairof theirparrotdo us
atParadis@arkin 1974At that
timetheeasyforesttrail in the
Buccamen¥alleydid notexist,and
we werefortunateo betakennto
theforestby thewell-knowrguide
Nicky Nichollswhoaskedisto sit
patientlyin a smaliclearingAftera
whiletheforestcamealivewith

loud,reverberatingangingand
bell-likesoundsasapalrof St.
Vincentsonductetheircourtship
aboveandaroundis.It wasa

breathtakingccasionyith sights
andsoundsve hadnever
experiencedith ourcaptivebirds
atParadis@ark UK. Althoughl
latersawothermparrotsn thewild in
theCaribbeariviexicoNew

FemaleGlossyBlack Cockatooat Peter Chapman'saviaries,enjoying Casuarinanut.
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ZealanéndBrazil thatfirst
encountdrasalwaysstayedreshin
my mind.

Indeedit undoubtedlgontributed
to thedecisioro launchrheWorld
ParrotTrusin 1989As most

peopl&knowby now thetrust
placestselffirmly alongsidthe
birdsthemselvegjvingtheir

conservatioandwelfarepriority
overourhumarconcerng he

‘Manifestdor Aviculture'Jaunched
with thisissueof PsittaScene,
makeshisclearwhileatthesame
timeit seek$o askauthoritieand
regulatorto recognisthat
‘responsiblavicultureshoulde
givenabreak.

BENEFITSTOAVICULTURE

If you'veneverseerparrotsn the
wild, butmanag#o doso,andhave
theinsightandimaginatioany
goodaviculturisshoulgossess,
amsurethefollowingbenefitsvill
result:

1.Youwill gaininformatiorabout
whereyourcaptivebirdscame
from,andhowtheirwild relatives
manag#o makealivingin a
constantlghangingndhighrisk
naturakituation.

2.Asyouseearrotslying high
overheadslearlyintentonalong
journeyto feedor roostor migrate,
youwill seghathowevemuch
aviaryspacgouareableto
providejt will nevebeenough.

Butdon'tlet.th~stopyoubuilding
enormouaVlianes.

3.If youarefortunateéo seethem
closeto,feedingpnan
extraordinarilwiderangeof items,
youmaywellleamalot abouthe
bestietfor captivebirds(nottoo
manypelletoutthere).

4. Wheryouseeparrothanging
upsidedownfor noreasomther
thanshegjpie devivre,or chewing
onabranchorbathingn wateror
dustor assemblingt aclaylick for
sociabnddietaryreasonsgjouwill
learnthat'environmental
enrichments notjustasmart
phrasénventedy zoologistsit is
absolutelgssentiab thephysical
andmentalvell-beingf all captive
animals.

5. Fromtheabovenputsyouwill
haveawonderfutime,andmore
importantlyyouraviarybirdswill
benefifromyourexpanded
knowledgandsensitivityo their
needs.

Sothatis whythisarticleis
headedSeethenfly downunder'.
If youcan'tgetto Australiago
anywhergvhereyoucanseeparrots
inthewild.| believet couldbea
revelationeverto thebeswof
aviculturists.



Thecompletstorybehindhe
disappearanctthesearrotwill nevebe
knowrbecausdocumentatiasf their

declinavassketchyThereseemittle doubt
thatmanandhiseffectsontheenvironment
wereresponsibleutthefactordirectly
involvedemairsomethingf amystery.
Persistemersecutioanddestructioof
habitaarewidelyacceptedshavingbeen
thedirectcausesf theextirpatiorof the
parrots.

HowevercKinley(1966)sayghatit is
almostooeasyo saythattheyweresuch
pest®f fruit andgramcropghattheywere
relentlesslgxterminatetlagreehatthere
wereprobablynoresubtlerimarycauses
involvedandthespeciemayhavebeema
naturallydecliningone buttheimportance
of persecutiomsa secondarressurenthe
specieshouldhotbeunder-ratedhe
declineof thesdirdswasquiteperceptible,
for asearlyas1831Auduborwrote:

"OurParakeetareveryrapidly
diminishingn numberandin somadistricts,
wherdwenty-fivgearsagotheywere
plentiful scarcelanyarenowto beseen.. .
.1shouldhinkthatalongtheMississippi
thereisnotnowhalfthenumbethatexisted
fifteenyearsago".

Whertheirextremearitybecamevident
andFloridawasprovingo bethelast
stronghold;ollectorandrapperg~gerly
sougfibuttheremammgocKs aslSso

For Outstan ding achiev eme!

TheWorldParrofTrustis introducinga specialaward in
supporbf theconservatiomndwell-beingof the parrot
famlily. It will be asimplebronzemedalwhichwill be
awardedor outstandingchievemernih parrotconservation

through:

(a) Researchand Management (b) Education

(c)Avicultural Endeavours

(d) Welfare Practices

CarolinaMedalsmaybe awardedo individuals,agroupor

team,or anorganisationAn internationapanelofjudges
will reviewalrnomination®nanannuabasisputthemedal

will only be awardedvhenthejudgesconsidetheircriteria

havebeenfully met.

Wearegratefulto William T. Coopelfor permissioro use
his paintingof the CarolinaParakeefrom "Parrotsof the
World", anato David Johnstorior designinghe medal.

oftenthecasevhensomethingecomerare
thedemandhcreasedramaticallgndthe
final sprintto extinctioris accelerated!
Howimportantvaspersecutioasacause
of extinctlonWhatis obviousds thatparrots
wereshotandbecausef theirgregarious
habitst waspossibléo destroyarge
numbersvith little effort. An accounby
Auduboris probablysomewhat
overdramatitutit doegyiveusapictureof
whatwashappeningn 183lhewrote:

"TheParrotdoesotsatisfyhimselfvith
Cockle-burguteatsor destroyalmost
evenykindoffruit indiscriminatelgndon
thisaccounis alwaysanunwelcomesitor
to theplanterthefarmeror thegardener.
Thestackf grainput upin thefield are
resortedo byflocksof theséirds which
frequentlycoverthenmsoentirelythatthey
presentotheeyethesamesffecesif a
brilliantly coloureadtarpethadbeerthrown
overthemAs onthestalkof Corn,they
alightontheApple-treesfourorchardspr
thePear-treem thegardensin great
numbers;and, as Ifthrough meremischiet
pluckoffthefruits, operthemuptothecore,
droptheappleor pearandpluckanother,
passingrom branchto branchuntil the
treesawvhichwerebeforesopromisingareleft
completelgtripped.

Do notimaginereaderthatall these
outragesirebornewithoutsevereetaliation
onthepart of theplantersSdfar from this,
theParakeetaredestroyeih great

Ourthankgo Josepiv. Forshavior permissiotoprint thefollowingextractrom 'ParrotoftheWorld'.

number$or whilstbusilyengageth
pluckingoff thefruits or tearingthegrain
fromthestacksthehusbandmaapproaches
themwithperfecteaseandcommitgreat
slaughteamonghemAll thesurvivorsise,
shriekfly roundaboufor afewminutes,
andagainalighton theveryplaceof most
imminentlangerTheguniskeptatwork;
eightor ten,or evertwentyarekilledat
everydischargeTheliving birdsstill retum
to thestackio be shotat, until sofew remain
alive,thatthefarmerdoesiotconsideit
worthhiswhileto spendanoreof his
ammunitior. haveseerseverahundreds
destroyeth thismannein thecourseofa
few hours andhaveprocureda basketfubf
thesdirdsat afew shotsjn orderto make
choiceofgoodspecimerier drawingthe
figuresbywhichthisspeciess represented
theplatenowunderyour consideration”

Whencommornheparrotsvereseenn
largeflocks,sometimesontainingwo or
threehundredbirds butastheybecameare
thesizef theflocksdiminishe@nd

eventuallpnly smallpartiespairs andy
occasionallgmglebirdsweresighted.

Forfull detailsof the CarolinaParakeet,
includingdescriptiondistribution nesting
etc.pleasesed®ARROT®OF THE
WORLD,Third (Revisedkdition,by
JoseptM. Forshawillustratedby William
T.CoopeiLansdowng&ditions,Sydney,
Australid 989



It|n parrot conservation
WHYTHE'CAROLINAVIEDAL?

r  Theeasoforthechoicefnamésthathe
CarolindParakeefonuropsisarolinensiss thelast

speciesf parroknownto havebecomextinct. The
fmalcaptivespecimediedattheCincinnatZooon

21sﬂ:ebruary_9188ndtheIastrellable5|ght|ngn
thewild wasin 192

Theextirpatiomf thisspeciegheonly| arrotnative
totheUmtedStatesyasanunparallefedisaster,
andit seemsappropriat® useits extinctiorasa
grimremindeof howeasyit wouldbeto 'lose'other
parrotspecietoday.

Carolina Parakeets by Audubon



Echo Parakeet season 1996 - progress

byAndrewGreenwoodvA,VeMB,MI Bioi,MKCVS

The 199@reedingeasohasseen
spectacularogreswiththeEcho
parakeainMauritiugarticularly
dueto thefundingof additional
fieldandaviarystaff. Thenumber
of knowrwild pairshasncreased
considerabBllowingeverbetter
monitoringandthenumbenof
captivechickds nowsufficientall
belngwell,for theestablishment
acaptivéoreedingopulatiomnda
trialreleaséhisspring.
Unfortunatelyhehighproductivity
of nestlingby thewild birdswas

notmatchedy theirabilitytorear
them.

INTENSIVERESCUEFFORTS
Intensiveescueffortsallowed
mosif thesehickso besaved,
butonlyatthecostof takingthem
intocaptivity.ThetotalEcho
populatiorthereforehasto beseen
astwojointly-managegtoups,

artlywild andpartlycaptivewith
ﬁow)e/\gltablisﬁpduht\%eelrjmem.

Therearenow 13knownwild

airs(orbreedingroupssmgst

aveextramal esgsoé?ate@ﬂ]
them).Thisisanincreasdom7in
1995/@ndbetweerd and5 of
thesareprobablynewlyrecruited
pairswhichwerenotpreviously
presentOnepairis non-layingo
farandonenestavityhasnow
seercontinuouslsecordedsefor

6 yearsalthouglperhapsotbythe
saméndividuablrds. So12pairs

laid thisyearfromfive of which
thefirst clutchwasharvesteiL4
eggsn total). Someof thesavere
fromnestwheresecondlutches
couldbeexpectedindothergrom
nestdikelyto fail. Twoof the
harvestepairsrecycled
successfullyL00%ertility was
recordethroughoutind34eggs
wereproducech total.

POORPARENTAICARE

Fromthe20eggdeftin thewild, 18
chickshatchedhf which4 died. 10
wererescuednd4 wereleft to
fledgenaturallyn twonests.
Chickawvererescuetvherdaily
monitoringhowedhattheywere
failingto gainweightorwherthe
nestwasattacketly predatorsThe
reasonfor poorparentatarethis
yearareunclearasweights
recordedbr wild adulttemales
werethehigheseverseen.lt is
possibleéhattheunusuallgry
weatheledto a failureof food
s ubeanisooa
disturbanceomtheextramale
birds.

Ofthe 14eggdakerintocaptivity,
13hatchednathenl1Oadditional
chickswererescuedyivingaviary
staff23wild originchicksplustwo
rearedromthecaptivebreeding
pair. Fiveof thesechickdailed,

two dyingwhilstverysmallandone
fromInjuriesnflictedby mynahsn

Vicky Jonesthe fieldworker funded by the WPT USA, holding a new batchof Echos

Photo: SamWilliams

10

Andrew Greenwoodand Rachel Shortenexamine Echo Parakeetdn the forest.

Photo: SamWilliams

thenest. Of the3 captivepairs
alreadyestablishedwo arelaying
sofar,butonly onehasproduced
chicks(nowfor thesecondear).
Thesecongairsuccessfulkeared
aringneclchickfosteredo them,
havingpreviouslyearedut
pluckedanEchochick.

24CHICKSSURVIVE

Theoveralkotalfor 1996 sofar,is
now24chickssurvivingpy farthe
mostsuccessfyleareverseen.
Thetotaljoint wild/captive
Pogulatioris estimatedtabou85
0 90birds.
Newfundingthisyearpverand
abovehatprovidedy theWorld
Parrot Trust UK jncludeds6000
fromtheWorldParrotTrustUSA,
whichfundeda vital additionafield

workerVickyJonesand$4000
fromthelnternationaf\viculturists'

Societyvhichhelpedsuppordanet
Webbworkingin theavlaries.This

broughthefield teamupto 5 for
thefirsttime,whichcertainly
allowedhelocatiorof newnests,
andtheaviaryteanto4. Late
failureof anumbenof nests
releasedomeof thefield teamto

helpin theaviariesparticularly
whenfinishingoff thenewaviary
complexwhichisjustcompleted
andwhichcanhouseaipto 12
breedingairsof Echoplustheir
offspring.

If all thecaptivebirdsare
successfullyearedsix to eight
fledglingswill besoftreleasedy
KathryrMurrayattheforestcamp
site,modellednhersuccessful
surrogateeleasef captivebred
ringneckéastyear. Thiswill leave
about30birdsin theaviary

populationwhichis considered
sufficienfor thesupporting
breedingrogramme.

GENETICTESTING

Geneticepresentatigmtheoverall
populatiorseemguitegoodandthe
geneticef theEchaoarebeinggiven
priorityin astudyof thethree
Mauritiarspeciegparakeepink
pigeorandkestrelptthelnstitute
of Zoology.Diseasproblembave
beenveryslight.Ourmonitoring
nowsuggesthatpsittacinbeak
andfeathediseasi absenbut
thatpolyomaviruandpsittacine
herpesvirusreendemii thewild
populatiomndin thecaptive
ringneckshutwithnoindicatioras
yetthateithewirusis causingvert
diseaseTreatmerdf substrates
thewild nesthiasbeertotally

effectivathisyearin preventingest
fly attackandfungallinfections.
hilsttheEchostill continueto
behighlyvulnerablesonsiderably
moreoptimismseemgistifiedthan
wecouldhavehopedor threeyears
ago. Successfukleasefthe 1996
year'syoungpirdswill allowanew
phasef theprogrammto develop,
with thehopehatthesédabituated
birdsmayserveo inducehewild
birdsto usesupplementafgeding
pointsandevennestboxes.



Threat to the Pantanal ., .

ThePantanat theworld'slargest
wetland.It isaseasonally
inundatedepressiowholly
containedavithintheUpper

ParaguaBasinn centralVestern
Braztl,EasterBoliviaand\orth-

WesParaguayThePantanalf the
stateef MatoGross@andMato

GrossaloSuiin Brazil

encompassesarlyl140,00@mz2
Theregions extremelyichin
floristicandfaunistidiversitydue
toits privilegedocation,
surroundebly fourbiomesthe

tropicalAmazomainforesthe
subhumidavannas Central

Brazil,theAtlantichumidforesiand
thesemiaridscrutforesiofthe
Chaco.lt is thelastrefugdor
manyof SouthAmerica'shreatened
orendangerespecies.

RAINABSORBTION

ThePantanas alsogeographically
andhydrologicallpositionetb
attenuatandreduceunofffromthe
UppelParaguaBasin.It actsasa
spongeabsorbingpinandseasonal
floodstherreleasinthewater
slowlythroughouheyear.
Fundamenttd thisprocesare
rockysillswhichregulatéhewater
flow outof thiswetlandactingasa
valve.

Thiswetlandvith its extraordinary
diversityandabundanas wildlife
isathreateneckgion.
Deforestatiorgxpanding
agriculturd|legalhuntingand
fishing,andpollutionof thewater
with herbicidegesticidesndby-
productsf fuelalcohoproduction
andmining haveall caused
progressiveeterioratioof the
naturaknvironmentThes¢hreats
areplacingatrisk oneof the
world'smostimportanécosystems.

ADDITIONALTHREAT

Buttherds nowanadditional

threat.A projecthatsome
scientistsaywill dryout40%of
thePantanatithin 20years A
projecthatis expectetb have
significanhydrologica&nd
environmentahpactsotjuston
thePantanabutonover3,40km
alongheParaguagindParana
rivers. Thisprojectis knownasthe
Parana-Paragudiglirovigproject.
Thisprojecentail;avigational
improvemerglongtheexisting
Parana-Paraguagterwayp link
five countriesf SouthlAmerica;
ArgentinaBolivia,Brazil,Paraguay
andUruguay Theprojechasbeen
putforwardasthebackbonef the

WildHyacinthineMacawsfeedingon palm nuts

Mercosuagreemeirt thehopeof
developingegionahndnational
economiesTheprojectonsistef
extensiveverengineeringorks,
includingchannestraightening,
dredgingylastingf rockysills,and
otherstructurahtervention®
rende,44Z&m of theriver
navigabléor oceargoingvessels
all theyear-roundlmprovements
will beécarriedutfromthe
downstreapointatNuevaPalmira,
Uruguayo theupstrearpointat
Cacere®razil,neatheheadwaters
of theUpperParaguagver.
Theproposedavigational
improvementelikely to havea
substanti@npacbontheflood
regimeoftheUpperParaguagver.
Theblastingf rockysillsasa
mean®f deepeninthenavigation
channeb seerasthemost

significanplannedhtervention.

STUDIENEARING
COMPLETION

Engineeringndenvironmental
studiesredueto becompleted,
whichhavebeerfundedmainlyby
thelnterAmericadDevelopment

Photo: C. Munn

Bankandby the UnitedNations
DevelopmerRrogramme.
Hidroviais thesourcef
significantoncernamong
indigenoupeoplesnvironmental
organisationapn-governmental
organisationandresearch
institutionanduniversitiesThe
uniguenessf thePantanal
ecosystens widelyrecognisednd
theneedor its preservatioonboth
intrinsicandeconomigrounds.

Editor'sNote:

WewouldappealoALL readers
to protestibouthisproject
developmentotleasbecause
damag#o thePantanakouldbe
detrimentaio HyacintiMacawand
othemarrotpopulationflease
writeto thefollowingthree
governmentalrganisations:-

Comitdnterguvernmentedela
Hidrovia, Jesu$s. Gonzales,
SecretarigjecutivadelC.I.H.,
Construccioné®rtuariag Vias
Navegablegyv,Espan2221-4
piso,110MBuenogires-
Argentina.

UnitedNationdDevelopment
ProgrammeésmmarorresChiefof

theRegionaProgrammiivisionat
theBureador LatinAmerica& the

CaribbeafCo-ordinatdor the
HidroviaProject)OneUnited
NationdlazgRoom2286)New
York,NY 10017U.S.A.

Inter-AmericabevelopmeBank,
Bancdnteramericarae

Desarrolld?aulDulin, Regional

Environment&onsultantng.
Normand®. Birolo- Sector

Specialisgsmeralda30- Piso20,
1035 Buenegires- Argentina.

Pleaseisethefollowingletterasa
guide:-

Dearxxx,

As amembeof theWorld
ParrotTrustandsomeoneho
isdeeplyconcernedbout
conservatioandthe
environment,washorrifiedto
learnthatsuchanimportant
ecosystemsthePantanas
threatenebly theproposed
Hidrovigproject. Therichand
diversdloraandfaunaandthe
endangerespeciesvhich
occuttheremustbeprotected
fromthisprojectwhichwill
furtherdegradéheworld's
largesandmostimportant
wetland. It will causa
furtherdeclindn, for example,
numbersftheHyacinthine
Macaw(Anodorhynchus
hyacinthinushowclassified
asanendangerespecies.
Alreadythisspecies
bringingin incomdrom
ecotourisno theregion.The
potentiaincomdromtourism
thereisenormousThe
uniguenesy thisregions
recognisedorldwide.l
wouldurgeeveryone
concernetb reconsidehe
wisdomof thisproject.The
Pantanahustbepreservefbr
futuregeneratiorenboth
intrinsicandeconomic

grounds.
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Another Great IAS

by Michael Reynolds

INTERNATIONAL
AVICULTURISTS

Thelnternation@viculturists
SocietylAS)hasnowcompleteids
fifth annuatonventiorthistimein
FortMyersFloridafrom 15to 19
January9970nceagaint
achievedverysatisfactomnix of
aviculturakesearckand
conservatidopicsn its program.
Entertainmeitteasnclude
dinnecruisenapaddlesteamer,
andthehilariousVegadight'
wherdelegatggamblavith ‘funny
moneythatmiraculouslis

transformedtorealmoneyto aid
IASresearcandconservation

initiativesVisitsto avicultural

establishmemtgrearrangeadnd
specialigocietiekeldevening
meeting©Onthelastdaya
‘CompanioBird Behavioral
Workshoptasheld,andthiswas
verywellattendedndsuccessful,
withmanylocalresident®iningin
andearningnuchthatwouldhelp
theirindividuabirds.

LECTURES

Thefourdayprogranincludedhe
followingalks.

'Parrotlets Aviculture' Sandee
Molenda.
'‘PropeBreedind/ethodsa

BehavioristBerspectivdayne
Dicker.

‘BiopsyTechijiquesMlichael

TayloDVM.
"TheABC'sof INFLIGHT

AVIARIES'JohrGoss.
‘Emergin@rganismaf

Significand® Aviculture' Susan
ClubkDVM

'‘Preventioaf AvianPolyomavirus

InfectionthroughVaccination',
BransoRitchieDVM, Ph.D.

‘Avicultur& echniquassedat
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SOCIETY

ABRC', TrentSwigert.
‘IntestinaHepaticCavitiesAn
EndoscopiPerspectiveMichael

TaylorDVM 'Everything/ou
wantedo knowaboutdultdiets

butwereafraidto ask',Randall
BruePh.D SusarilubbDVM,
MarkHagerMA, GregHarrison
DVM.

‘TheVeterinarianRolein Nursery
ManagementlathewBondDVM.
‘AvianLumpsandBumps'and
‘IncubatiorandPediatricsApril
RomagnunBh.D.'Soyouwantto
beabreeder'GloriaAllen.
‘EarlyMemoryin thedeveloping
parrot, Phoebé&inden.
‘AviaryManagemenfTerryClyne.
‘CasePresentatiorfStumpghe
Aviculturists)'KeverFlammer
DVM.
'Field Studie®f HyacinttMacaws
in NE Brazil',HeatheBowles.
‘TropicalRainforesCoalition’,
FernvanSanDVM.
'FirstBreedingf GreaiGreen
Macawsdn CostaRica',Mathew
BondDVM
‘Theimportancef WatePurityfor
Aviculturists'SusarClubbDVM
'PsittacinéncubationTrent
Swigert.
‘Humor',LayneDicker.
‘ZincandParrotsmorethanyou
everwantedo know', Fernvan
SanDVM.
'Sexuabehaviom Companion
Parrots'SallyBlanchard.
‘Hyacinthindlacawstheircare
andcaptivebreedingoday',Gloria
Allen.

‘TheLargeSoftbills',Richard
uerich.

'ProventriculdDilatatiorDisease’,
BransorRitchieDVM, Ph.D.

Convention

Aremarkablassemblgf expert
advicdor aviculturistsyithreports
onprogress solvingaviandisease

problemsandnewsonmany
conservatioinitiatives.

CONVENTIONPROCEEDINGS

Difficultto takeall thisawayin
yourheadsoit is fortunate¢hatthe
'1997ConventioRroceedingare
comprehensivEheseanbe
orderedromIAS ata costof $30
or £20,plus$5.00(£3)for postage
totheU$,and$15.0q£10)for
postagéo therestof theworld.
Thisis abargainsincehevolume
andqualityof informatiorwill
undoubtedlgiveparrobreeders
adviceandideaghatwill resulin
morechicksontheperch.
Conservationistd | lalsdind
muchtointeresthem. Newson

progreswith aviandisease

problemss includedandit is a
reliefto hearfromDr. Branson

Ritchiethatavirushasbeen
identifiedhatcaused”DD(or
‘MacawWastindiseaseanda
vaccinavill comealongeventually.
Thisis averyexpensivprocess,
andit isworthnotingthatlAS has

beenin theforefroniof fundraising
for thisvital solution WorldParrot

Trusthasalsocontributed.
Copie®fthe 1995and1996
Proceedingwestill availablata
costof $30for eactyear's
proceedingsook.

NEXTYEAR

Readermaybeinterestetb know
thatnextyear'sconventiowill be
heldin Southerkloridawhich
wouldoperupaconsiderable
numbenpf excitingopportunities
for extra-curriculaavicultural
activities.Thedatemaybein early
Februarygatimewhichfallsintothe
lowestostrackefor international
airfaresandshouldelplAS
negotiator® achieveery
favourabl&otelrates. Nothings
yetfinalisedor 1998butwewill
keepyouinformedn PsittaScene.
Remembehatthisis awell
organisedventhatis pre-eminent
in theUnitedStatesand
increasinglyecognised
internationally.

FLORIDA

| wouldsuggedhatanyone
interesteth escapinffomfrozen
Europeo sunnyparrot-riclFlorida
nextFebruarghouldvriteasking

to bekeptinformedto:Luanne
Porter, |IAS, POBox 2232,LaBelle,
Florida 33975,USA. Orfaxto
(USA)941.675.8824Thisis also
theaddresbor orderingopieof
theproceedings.

Thelnternationaviculturists

Societywasformedn 199y
adedicatedroupof
aviculturisteromaroundhe
worldstrivingto protect,
preserveandenhancthe
keepingandbreedingf all
exotichirdsthrough
Educationdfrograms,
CooperativBreeding
Programsndthefundingof
AvianResearcaAndAvian

ConservatioRrograms.

Thefollowingofficerswere
electedcatthe 1997annual
meetingf IAS to servea two-
yearterm;PresidentLuanne
PorterVicePresidentFern
vanSanDVM, Secretary
JackieSites;Treasurer-
Wilford Pace.Boardof
directorsncludeSally
BlanchardKashmiCsaky,
MarkHagenGregHarrison,
DVM, Stephekartmanyeta
HollowayDianaHolloway,
SallieKlink, PhyllisMartin,
DanMcCormicSandee
MolendaCharledlunn Jerry
PaceRichardPorterDenise
ReeveMike ReynoldsGreg
Rich,DVM, TrentSwigert,

MarcValentineandDiane
Wolfe.

IAS continueso workwiththe
Psittacin®iseas®esearch

GroupattheUniversityof
Georgiato raisefundsfor the
Proventriculddisease
ProgramiAS appealtothe
entireaviculturatommunityas
well asindividuaktompanion
bird ownergo financially
supporthisvitalresearch.
Directdonationmiaybemade

. througHAS. Supportenill
receivehe 1997Avian

ResearcbonorPinof aCitron
Crestedockatoavitha
$25.0@lonation.



SOUTHAFRICA

DavidandVeraDennison,
publishersf Avizanduraredoing
muchto promotéhe WorldParrot
TrustTheyrecruitmemberand
collectsubscriptiorendpublish
informatioraboutheTrusin their
magazind.astSeptembdéney
publicisedheTrustontheirstandat
theWildlife Heritag&xpaoin
Durbanin ordetoinformthe
publicof theplightof theworld's
parrotsTheydiscoveretthatmany
visitorsdid notknowofthe
existencef anyparrotsn Africa
exceptheGreyParrotfFurther
informatiorontheTrustin South
AfricacanheobtainefomMr and

MrsDennisomt79Niagardrive,
WaterfallNataltel 0317634054,
fax0317633811.

UNITEDKINGDOM

Thievestealtheslendethopef
adyingspeciesNewspaper
reportby PaulWilkinson

Twoof theraresbirdsintheworld

havebeerstolerfromtheaviary
whereexpertsveretryingto save
thespecies.
Thepairof LeardM acawsrethe
onlypairin captivityin Europeand
nomorethan150arethoughto
existin thewild.
HarrySissemwnef theaviary
neamlNorthallertorNorthYorkshire,
believeshatthethieve&newthere
wasablackmarkefor macawdut

did notrealiseherarityof the
Lears.

LeardMacawdiveintherainforest
in northead®razil,andareonthe
ConventioonInternationdlrade
in Endangere8pecietritical"
list. Discovereih 1856thebirdis
nameaftertheVictoriarartist,
limerickwriterandexploreEdward
Learwhohadapassioffior parrots.

Mr. Sisser§0,hasaninternational
reputatiofor breedingnacawsHe
wasgiverhispairby thebiologist
Dr.JohrLernouldwhohadbeen
askedby zoosn Franceind
Switzerlantb getthento mate.
Nineothembirdsveretakerin the
raidlastFriday.Thethieves
bypassealarntrip-wirescut
throughwiremeshandbroke
throughheaviaryroof. Theywere
puttingbirdsinto sacksvherthey
triggere@nothealarmthenfled

INTE RNA TI 0 NAL
NEWSROUND-UP ~

across$ieldstoavehicle.
Oneblue-throatedhacawvas

dumpedanafloorin asack.Mr.
Sissetbelieve#ts matemighthave
escapethrougttheholein theroof
andhehasappealetbr neighbours
to watchoutfor it. Theother
missingirdsincludeararepairof

AustraliaralbinagalahsandBlue-
throatedCanindes.

CUSTOMS& EXCISE,UK

Havenowsetup aspeciatiatabase
onparrospeciefo helpwith
identificatiorof im_Iportecpar_rots.
TheWorldParrotTrustcontributed
alargenumbenf slidesf rare
birdstotheprogramme.

LONDONCONFERENCE

ThefourthConferencef the
Europea€ommitteef the
Associationf AvianVeterinarians
will beheldin Londorthisyear.
ThedatesareMay 18th - May 23
andthevenueds theNovotelat
HammersmithPapersfferedso
farincludeCardiomyopathy a
GreyParrotAvianPaediatricand
theVeterinariant®lein nursery
managemer8pinalAspergillosim
aMoluccarCockatod?apovirum
Neophemamndwing-clippingn
petbirds.
Furtheinformatiorcanbeobtained
fromNeil A. ForbesClockhouse
VeterinarjHospitalWallbridge,
StroudGlos.GL53JD.

AUSTRALIA

Oneof themosimportaneventof
1996in thefield of parrot
conservatiomyastheformatiorof
BirdsAustraligParroAssociation.
Itsaimsinclude making plansfor
parroresearcandmanagemeint
Australasiain conjunctiorwith
otherinterestedyroups,andco-
ordinatingindencouraging
scientifigrojectsisingamateuand
professionalkills. Its newsletter,
entitledEclectusjs essential
readindor anyonavith aninterest
in theparrotof Australasiagrin
parrotonservatioim general
tasteof thingto comethefirst
issuedatedseptembet996was
absorbingeadinglt contained
articleonthefollowingspecies:
KakapoGroundParrotOuvea
Parakedgll criticallyendangered),
ontheSwiftParrotVaried_orikeet
andtheRed-taile@lackCockatoo.

LenRobinson'serypersonal

accounof hisinvolvementviththe

Turquois®arroNeophema
pulchellaoveraperiodof 30years
maddascinatingeading.His
enthusiasns infectious:'Forthose
of youwholoveNeophemdike |
do,youwill understanlotonlyis
eachspeciesolourfulin itsown
way theyaregentleandconfiding,
yetattimesinhabitthewildestof
placesTheyareexquisitelLen
Robinsomasperhapgonemore
thananyothermpersorto aidtheir
conservatiotehasprovidedhem
with approximatel®00nestsites
duringthepast20yearsOf these,
144nerehollowlogswhichhe
purchasednderectedHecreated
additionasitesy hollowingout
decayingreestumps.

Lackof nestingsitesdueto the
destructionf maturdreesearlier
thiscenturyis oneof themost
seriouproblem$acedby those
parrotsn Australiavhichhaveless

Eeneramestingsiterequirements.
enRobinsonvasfarin advancef

histimewhenhestartedhiswork.

His experiencdsaveshowrthat
Turquoisin®arakeeighenamen
useoutsidustraliaprefedogs
60cm(2ft)deepwith9-I0cm(4in)
internabdiameteplacedslightlyoff
thevertical.

Eclectusubscriptioenquiries
shouldeaddressed BAPA

Membershi@ustraliarBird
ResearciCentre415Riverdale
RoadHawthorrEastVictoria
3123AustraliaThecostis A$18
for thoseesidingn Australiaand
NewZealanq$15for RAOU
membersandA$20elsewhere.

FIRSTAUSTRIANPARROT
CONSERVATIOSIOCIETY

In theframeworlof a diploma
studyonthestatuof captive
parrotsn AustriaNadjaZieglera
biologystudentyvasconfronted
with anumbenof problems
concerninthekeepingand
breedingf parrotsPsychological
abnormalitiesuchasfeather-
plucking stereotypibehaviour,
apathyandaggressioare
widespreadspeciallyvhernthese
sociabirdsarekeptsingly.
Breedindacilitiesoftenproveto be
inadequatégckingin space,
structur@nddaylight. Ms.Ziegler
thereforelevelopetheideaof
establishingso-calledparrot-

—~

service'thatprovidegparrotowners
with theopportunityo havetheir
birdsassociatedith others.

Meetingwith strongnterestthe

prog)ectwasex andeith autumn
1995.The"ARGE
Papageienschutzésfoundeds
aninterdisciplinargrganisatioim
whichveterinarianbjologists,
studentandinteresteg@arrot
ownergo-operat& improvinghe
keepingandbreedingonditions,
reducingheimportsof wild-caught
parrotsmainlythrougtpublic
awareneggogrammesupporting
conservatioprojectand
motivatingoreederto participatén
internationataptivebreeding
programmes.

In additionthegroupplango set
uptheirownfacilitiesto carefor
confiscatedndunwantedirds.
AlthoughAustriahasbeera
membeof CITESfor fourteen

yearsthereis no officialrescue
centrdor confiscatednimals.Due

to this,aswell asthelackof
informationefficialsoftendonot
confiscatdlegallykeptorimported
birds,occasionalltheyareleft

with theimporter.Besides,
offencesgains€CITESareusually

Brosecute_’tm suchawaythatthe
usinesstill remaingucrative.

In comparisoto Germanynd
othercountriesiustriamightplay
aminorrolein thewild birdtrade;
howeverbecausef its specific
geographicédcationit hasacted
asaturntabldor thelegaland
illegalpettradebetweerastern
andwesterrEuropeagountries.

GERMANY

The7thiInternationabymposium
onthekeepingbreedingnd
conservatioof endangereqehrrots
will beheldat BietigheimonApril
26th. SpeakernsicludeRosemary
Low, ontheaimsandachievements
of theWorldParrotTrust,Prof.H.
Gerlaclonembryalevelopment,
hand-rearinigy Dr. F.Janecze&nd
ajourneyin thehabitabf the
MoluccarCockatody Thomas
Mangold.Furtheinformatiorcan
beobtainedromDr. PeteiVusttel'

(49)714252360fax (49)7142
56234.
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ADOPT.AN.ECHO

Howwouldyouliketo havea
personahvolvemenuith the
world'smostsuccessfylarrot
conservatioproject?TheWorld
ParrofTrusthasbeergiventhe
opportunityo offer5 adultwild
pairsfor adoptioty members.

Eachpairis alreadynamedand
all arecloselymonitored
throughouhebreedingeason.
If adoptersanfind theirwayto
MauritiustheEchorecovery
teamwill bedelightedo show
them'their' wild pair(subjecto
cooperatiofromthebirds).

Thecostof eachadoptionwill
be£10000r $1500.Y ouwill
receiveaspeciatertificateand
wewill undertakeo keepyou
informedaboutheprogressf
yourbirds. Youwill havethe
satisfactionf knowinghatyou
arehelpinghismagnificent
conservatioachievemebt
Carllonesandhisdedicatéd
teamin Mauritius.

Write to WPT for details.

DearMs.Low

Complexitie®f FeatherPicking
Theaviarnvet,AlankK. lones,
emphasisad hisexcellenarticle
ontheabovesubjec{ParroSociety
Magazindug.1995Yhat"Feather
pluckings adiseasef captivity- it
doesotoccur(excepasanatural
physiologicabehaviouin breeding
birds)in wild-livingindividuals.....
Parrotareextremelyntelligent
creaturesnddoneedalot of
physicahndmentaktimulatiomo
satisfytheirneeds..." .

Mr.lones'articledoesotdiffer
greatlyfrom SallyBlanchard's
theexploratiowf possible
contributorgauseto feather
plucking.Butunfortunateliyls
Blanchar@ftermakingt plainthat
"clippingabird’'swingsis totally
unnaturalandthattooclosea
wing-clipcanbeoneof thecauses,
goento endors¢hepracticeif
doneproperly.

Tomy mindiif Weaccf a
parrot'needor physicéexercise
(andobservingny 21 monthold
Gretyin non-stopnotionaroundhe
flat for thefirst fourhoursof each
day hisenergyndtheneedo
expendt leavesnein nodoubt)s
it notlogicalto assumthat
deprivingaparrotof its natural
exercisef flight mightfor many
reasongreateroblemsf a
seriousature?f featheplucking
is adiseasef captivitymight
captivityitselfbethecausewhether
by meansf constantonfinement
in acageor severeestrictiorof
mobilitythrougtwing-clip?

If anyof usstopto reallyimagine
whatthelossof thepowerof flight
mightmearvirtuallyeveryhourof
thedayto abird"bornto fly" (as

theWPTbookletsorightly states)
theconclusiosurelyhasto bethat
wing-clippingds acrueltythatmost
of uswouldnotwillingly inflict on
anotheliving creature Thesame
appliego keepin@bird constantly
confinedo acagewhichis why
theremaybesomeargumerthat
Wir}g-clippings thelesseof two
evils.

HoweverBobandLiz lohnson
wrotein theirexcellenarticle

'Habitatmmersion TheNew

Wave{PsittaScenugustL996)
"Clippedwingsor confiningcages
arenottheonlyalternativeto
extinction..."My hopeechoes
theirs-i.e.thatsomedaythe
practiceof confininganybirdto a
cagefor mostof thetimeor of
clippingits wingswill bemorally
unthinkable Ourviewsregarding
animalsrechanging e.g.fewof
usnowadaysouldtoleratehe
thoughof adogbeingchainear
shackledAnd, asthelohnsons
pointout,zooshavedefinitely
changetheirimagdn keepingwith
increasedublicawarenessf the

needsandfeelingof theanimals
involved.

Parrobehaviouratonsultantgre

arelativelyrecenphenomendout
thereis little doubtheyaredoinga
greatdeato improvethelot of pet
parrots.| havebenefitedrommany
valuabléips,buttheworrying
questiorfor meis thatif, withthe
bestof intentiongheyadvocate
wing-clippinghowwell dothey
understanihetfundamentaiature

of abird?K.E. ShayLondon,W14

DearRosemary,
| wasthrilledto receivehe copyof
yourbookEndangereBarrots
whichl wonin thequizfeaturedn
theAugusissueof Psittascené.
firstheardf TheWorldParrot
TrusfromyourbookMacawsa
Complet&uidel don'tthink! will
everbeableto affordapair of
macaws butl enjoyedhebook.
As| wasvisitingthe UK last
Marchl madeaspeciatrip to
ParadisParkandl joinedtheTrust.
| amnowdoingmy bit to let people
knowabouit. avededicated

cornemnf m?{tgi;ift shopto 'Parrot-
Phenaliawitiall sortsof bird-

relatedjiftsanda standlisplayin
PsittaScenandtheParrotPortfollo,
pluswPTnotepadandcardgor
sale My hand-reardaaby
CockatielandLorikeetsareoften
ondisplaygivingaddednterest.
An_neMor(ison,POBox204Q,
AliceSpring387Australia.

DearRosemary,

| amwritingto youbecauséwould
like to commendnthearticle
entitled'The complexitiesf
feathepicking"by SallyBlanchard
thatappeareldl Vo!.8 No 4. Sally

Blanchardertainljtoucheana
numbeopf factorgelevanto feather

pickingandrequirementisf parrots
Il herarticlejncludingappropriate

lightingandhmnidity. However|
didfeelthatsomeof thesuggestions
regardingarrotrequirementnd
habitatsnaybemisleadingasin
thestatemeritNotonlyisit humid
in theequatoriahinforesthelight
is alsointenseWith theassertion
thatmanyparrotsdonothave
adequatkghtinganda
recommendatioa dailymistbirds
plusonceaweekgivethema
drenching.

It struckmethatmanypsittacines,
includinghemostpopulapetsthe
budgiegndcockatlelsjonotcome
fromhumidrainforestatall (notto
mentiorthatmanyparrotsarefound
relativelyfarfromtheequator)In
fact,in thearticleontheCape
Parrotdoundin thesameéssueof
PsittaScenieis suggestetthat
movementsf thisparrotmaybe
relatedotheverylimitedwater
availabilityduringthedrymonths
whennorainfalloccurs.Zooshave
foundto theirmisfortungéhatmany
animalghatcomdromdryer
climatearemoresusceptible
somediseasefor exampléungal
infectionswhenplacedIll more
humidconditionso whichtheyare
notadapted. =~ |

Parrotghatdolive in rainforest
locationwvith intensesunshinenay
actuallyhavefairly limitedexposure
tothelightif theylive withinthe
canopyof therainforestForsuch
birds,exposuréo veryintensdight
maynotbefavourable.

Thepsittacinebavemanagetb
fill anamazingrrayof nichesn a
diversityof environmentthusl do
notthinkthatit is possibléo make
generatecommendatioregarding
environmentalarallleters which
distinctiveandmostprobablyery
importantifferencesccur.|
wouldlike to suggeghatit ismore
appropriatéor bird ownergotry to
tailor captiveconditionso the
conditiong@ndrequirementsf the
particulaspeciegorin somecases
evenof aparticulapopulationin
its naturahabitatvhenever

['J:zossible.Ctherine E.King,
otterdamZoo

Above: Feather-pickedYellow-fronted
Amazon recently rescuedby WPT.
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YOOCANHELPOS...

CharlesA.Munnlll PhD. AndrevreenwoblRCVS
Foundélfruste®/IT-USA,
Senioreseardfiologist. ~WPT-UKndVPT-USA.
WildlifeConservation  Zooandwildlifeveterinary TheWorldParroTrustkK,

Found@rrusteef

Society, consultant.

.OAV

Lear'sMacaw EchoParakeet

Red.taileBlackCockatoo

AudreyReynolds Rosemarlow Wm.RichardPortetMD DavidWoolcock MichaeReyuolds
DirectoRaradigeark. Authoof 'Endangered Directoofthelnternational  CuratoRaradideark. FoundesfTheWorld
Foundefrusteef Parrotsind20moreparrot _ AviculturisSociety, FoundeTrusteefThe  ParrofrustHonDirector
books Editoof FoundeéffrusteefWPT- WorldParroTrustUK. of WPT-UKTrusteef
PsittaScene. USA, WPT-USA.

PARROT

Sl. Vincent  Parrot

Red-vented Cockatoo

Red-tailedmazon Hyacinth Macaw

Joirus.

FEELFREBocopythispage

andhandt outtopotentiaVPT
member3d.hanks!

AIMSf the Trust.

Becomamembeof theWorldParrof rustreceive
ourPsittaScermeewsletteknowthatyouareactively
contributingpward®uraims.

HelpfundourProjects.

Wearecurrentlysupportingarroconservation,
educatioandwelfareproject$n Africa,Australia,
Bolivia,Brazil theCaribbeafquadomauritiusNew
ZealandpParaguaperuandthePhilippinesYour

generositiowardsheparroteouldhelpusexpand
currenschemeandstarinewones.

YES, | WANTTO UELP SAVETUE PARROTS worto raror musr ar-

OF TUEWORLD

SUBSCRIPTION RATES (pleasetick) Name...,

Address
D. UK andEurope(Single)£15

UKandeuropéamilyh20

0

O  Fellow(Life Member§250/US$400
CorporatéAnnual)

0

All OversedsrmaiE17/US$25

(orequivalenturrencpaymertby
AccessNisalMastercameferred)

Exp.date

0 Plusdonatiomf £/us$

| heardaboutthe World Parrot Trustfrom

ESPSEESEESISES

Signature
ORI enclosehequpayabléothewPT O

Zip/Postcode

) [RERE LS}

Thesurvivalof parrot specie# the wild, andthe
welfareof captivebirds.
Thesaimsarepursuedy:-
Educatinghepubliconthethreatso parrots.
Opposingradein wild-caughparrots.
Preservingndrestoringarrothabitat.
Studyinghestatuf parropopulations.
Encouraginthe productiomf aviary-bredirds.
Creatindinksbetweemvicultureandconservation.
Promotindpigh standards thekeepingf parrots.
Supportingesearcinto veterinargareof parrots.

UNITED KINGDOM
Glanmor House,Hayle, Cornwall TR27 4HY |
USA

Cmthia Webb, PO Box 341141, Memphis
TN 38184

BENELUX

Pierre ClaassenSDeutersestraatl3,
5223 gv, Den Bosch, Netherlands
CANADA

.......... Mike Pearson, PO Box 29, Mount Hope,

Ontario LOR 1WO

DENMARK (SCANDINAVIA)
M Iversen, Alsikemarken 48, 2860 Soborg,

isécc. FRANCE
DDDD J & G Prin, 55 Rue de la Fassiere, 45140, Ingre.

Amoun£/US$

GERMANY
G & D Harries, Vodestr. 39,44625 Herne,
................ ITALY
Freddie Virili, via Mataros w.lO, 33045 Nimis, Udine,
AUSTRALIA
Peter Sipek, | Rossell Pl., Glenfield, NSW 2167,
AFRICA
Mike Pemn, Private Bag XOlI, Scottsville, Natal, SouthAfrica,
SWITZERLAND

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Lars Lepperhoff, Sagemattstrass&1, 3097 Liebefeld,
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PARROTS IN  TUB WILD

SWAINSON'SOK BLUB MOUNTAIN LOKIKBBT
Trichoglossus haematodus moluccanus

Yes, thisreally is apicture of ‘Parrots in the Wild'. Despite the pictorial evidence of the birds feeding on nectar taken from dishes provided
for them, they are unquestionably wild parrots. This shot was taken at the Currumbin Sanctuary in Queendland, Australia, during one of their
twice-daily feeding sessions. In our artlcle 'See them fly down under' on pages 5 to 7 you can read more about these beautiful and confident
birds, and the impact they have on visitors to the Sanctuary.

The following illustration and compact information on this Lorikeet is taken from 'Parrots in Aviculture - a photo reference guide' by

Rosemary Low, with photographs by Ron and Val Moat. Thisis an outstandingly useful reference book for anyone interested in parrots, and
it can be ordered from The WorldParrot Trust for £27.50 ($50) including postage.

Length: 30cm(12in)
Weight: 130g(4fioz)
Immatures:

Plumagedullerwith moreyellowonbreastyhitecereandskin
surroundingyebeakandiris brown.
Origin: EasterAustraligromCapeyorkPeninsulaoutito Tasmaniand

Kangarodslando EyrePeninsulé&outAustraliaintroducedo
PerthareayWesterrustralia.
Status: Commoin northermpartof rangelesssoin southfoundin alltypes
of habitatvithtreesincludingparksandgardens.

Aviculture: WellknownuntilAustralidbbannedheexporof faunan 1959n0
longercommormutsidéustraliasomestrainsareinbred.
Clutch size: 2.

Incubation: 23days.

Younginnest: 8- 9weekssexuallynaturdefore? years.
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