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LEAK'S MACAW- NEXT IN
LINE FOK EXTINCTION?

by Michael Keynolds

AsyouwouldexpecttheWorld
ParrotTruskeepsclosesyeonall
threatengghrrospecieften
referrindo 'Birdsto Watch',
publishetly BirdLifelnternational.
Bytheendof 199&vehopeto have
availabléne'ParroActionPlan
1998-2003Whichis currently
beingoroducedsajoint exercise

by mCN, BirdLifelnternational,
theAssociatiofor Parrot

ConservatioandtheWorldParrot
Trust.

Ninetyparrotarelistedin 'Birds
toWatcl?', andof thesepneis
categorisek'Extinctin thewild'.
Thisis theKakapoof whichfifty
sixspecimemgmainall now
transferrei off-shordNew
Zealanislandsindbeingclosely

monitoredndsupportebly the
NewZealanduthoritieOur

trusteandveterinargonsultant
AndrewGreenwoddagustspent
twoweeksdvisingnthisvital
programmaendabriefbutexciting
reporis onpages.

NINEPARROTERITICAL

Nineparrotarelistedas'Critical’,
andhesarePhilippine&Cockatoo,
NightParrotNorfolklslimd
ParakedEchoParakeekear's
MacawSpix'sMacawy ellow-
earedParrotFuertes'Barrotand

Puert®kicam’AmazonVerybriefly,
webelievéhestatusf thesdirds

isasfollows:

Philippin€ockatodieing
protectednislandf Palawarand

, 'psittacine
LR Sdgrans
parrots; parrot-like y 1

. |1f we can

anewpopulatiomecentlyfoundon
anotheisland.

NightParrotstill Eresenin arid
centralustraliaFifteensightings

in thelasttenyearsacorpsdound
1990.Threatenehly habitat
degradatiopredatioty catsand
foxesreductiomf availablevater.

NorfolkIslandParakeetn 1991
therewere40individualsandthe
speciesvasshowingignsof
recovenaftermanyyearsof active
management.

EchoParakeetineightyear
recoveryrogrammaasbrought
thenumbepof knownbirdsfrom 15
to over80,includinga captive
breedingroupin Mauritius.

Yellow-eareBarrotmaybeclose
to extinctiorin Colombiaand

Ecuadomwingto thelossof its

waxpalmhabitatMoreinformation

needed.
Fuertes'®arrotextremelyare

dueto habitadestructiom the

centraAndesof Colombialast

sightingn 1992 onsistedf 25
birds.

PuertdRicanAmazonthis species

wasreducedio verylownumbers

by beingtakerfor petsandfood.
woofficial aviariearenow

breedinghemin captivityto a total

of aroundsixtybirds,with a similar
numbein thewild.

TWOMAY NOTSURVIVE

Oftheseinespeciest seems
reasonable thinkthatseverof

themwill still survivan thewild in

tenyeardime,despitehe
difficultiestheyface Butwhatof
thetwo macawsSpix'sandLear's?
Mostpeoplan theparrotworldwill
knowthe storyof Spix'sMacaw,
whichwasfoundby aWPTfunded
surveyin 1990o consisof only

threebirdsleftin thewild. Later, AMNESTY

twomorebirdsdisappearetbaving  pegpitehis, Spix'sMacawsnded

justonepreciousvild specimenVe
nowknowthatfor severayearghe
lastremainingnesthadbeerclosely
watchedby localtrappersyho
removedhechicksonthepointof

fledgingandsoldthemonthrough
middlemeno collectorsSomeo

thesewverein Brazil,butmostwere

upin threemportantollections:
BirdsiInternationah the
Philippines,.oroParquén
Tenerifeandwith aDr.Hammerli
in Switzerlandn 1992he
Braziliangovernmerdonservation
authorityBAMA madean

overseaslt mustberemembered

thatBrazilmadeheexporof any
of its nativewildlife illegalasfrom
1979.

agreementiththesehreeknown

holdersf Spix'sMacawwhereby

theywouldbegrantecanamnesty
Continuedon page2

It's notoftenthatwe cansaywe "heldthefrontpage™ butit is trueof thisissue!
Developmentswith the critically endangeredKakapo are so exciting and so good we
wantedto be the first to bring the newsto our members. Andrew Greenwood WPT
trusteeand advisorto the Kakapo RecoveryProgramme,is seenabovewith one of the
FOUR Kakapo chicks which hatchedthis year. In view of the fact that only 50 adult
Kakapo survive, some of which are almost certainly too old to reproduce the Kakapo
might well be describedas the most critically endangeredof all parrots. Only 19

femalesexist. Seethe February1997issueof PsittaSceneandthe backof this issuefor
more information.

save the parrots, we may yet save ourselves <WWPT
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fromprosecutiomprovidedhey
joinedandfundeda ‘recovery
committefor thespeciedn 1996
IBAMA announceithatthe

opportunityor anyothemoldersof
SpIX'$oreceive@namnestin

returrfor co-operatiomadceased.

Thecommittesetabouproviding
amatefor thebirdin thewild,
thoughtobeamaleA largerelease
aviarywasbuilt,andafemale
Spix'swaseventuallyeleasetb
join themale Sadlythishasnot
beersuccessfufisthelatesnewss
thatthefemalehasdisappearetdhe
maleis still pairedwith anllliger's
Macawandmayhaveproduced
hybridyoung.

WPTADVICE

If theWorldParrotTrustcouldoffer

someadviceo theSpix'sMacaw

I?}_ecovery“,ommittedt wouldbe
this:

1.Youmustiosenotimein

supportingheremainingnalewith
otherconspecifics.

2. At therighttime,youmust
removehellliger's macaw.

3.Youshouldestablisla groupof
eightortenSpix'satthesiteofthe
releasaviarytogethewith skilled
biologistaindaviculturistso care
for them Expensivejes butyour
funderdavedeepocketsThese
newbirdsshouldcomeamostlyfrom
BirdsInternationagstheyhave
beemmostsuccessfih breeding
themin captivityandnowhave
over30birds.Youshouldalso
considereturningdo this
programmehetwo Spix'ssenin
1996romSaoPaulaZooto Loro
Parqueasthesewobirdsare
almostertainlywild-caughtand
aretherefordikely to possess
invaluabl&nowledgef thewild
situation.

4. Arrangemenghoulcbemaddo
monitorcloselythebreedingtock
of theholderof Spix'sMacawand
ensuréhat50%of all birdsbred
eachyeararereturnedo aBrazilian
facility.

Thisis clearlyadesperate
situationthemoresosinceour
advicds unlikelyto befollowed.
Themostikely scenarids thatthe
lastwild Spix'swill alsodisappear,
thatnomorereleasewill be
attemptedhatthecaptive
populatiomvill continueo grow,
andthatSpix'sMacawwill become

ahighpricedargespeciefor a
fewaffluencolléctorsit will also

be"extinctin thewild".

LEAR'SMACAW

All theaboves apreambl¢o

discussinthesituatiorthatnow
confrontsiswith Lear'sMacaw.

TheWorldParrotTrusthasbeen
closelyinvolvedwith thisspecies

Above:Captive-bredLear's Macaw at Busch Gardens,Florida.

througlits supporof theworkof
Dr.Charleg\. Munnlll, widely

regardedstheleadingexperbn
macaws.

BLUEMACAWCONFERENCE

In ourFebruaryl 993ssueof

Bl R RARRC RIS L aw

ConferencdieldatBeloHorizonte,
Brazil. Thisreviewedhe
circumstancesd Spix'slear's,and
HyacintiMacawsln thecaseof
Lear's theconsensuaf opinion
amondield researchersicluding
Munn,Hart,Yamashitand
Machadowasthatexisting
plantationsf licuri palmaeeded
protectioriromgoatsandcattle and
thatnewplantations/ereneeded.
Thisledto theWPT'ssuccessful
'‘Palmfor aParrotcampaigrand
theestablishmenf ahcuripalm
nurseryn BahiaThesameéssueof
PsittaScengarriecanextensive
reportonLear'sfromDr. Munn,
andfurthennformatiorfromDr.
ludith Hart.
TheNovembefd993ssue

describedowwebroughtn the
palm-growingxpertisef Professor
AlanMeerowof theUniversityof
Florida.Thenextmajor
developmentasthefindingof a
secongfopulatiorof Lear'sMacaw,
reportedy Dr.Munninour _
Novembéd 995 sittaScen&his
reportdealtfrankly(in retrospect,
perhaptoo frankly)withthe
disagreemenasid'political
difficultiesthatsurrounthe

attemptso preservéear'sMacaw.
It closedwith thefollowing

Summary:

PSITTASCENBEUMMARY

"Startingn early 1993theWorld
ParrofTrust Wildlife Conservation

societyandCETRELCorporation

begarworkin~togetheto try to
keéptheLears Macawfrom

. slippingdowntheslipperyslopeof

coll_ector-_drivetlafg)ingo
extinctiorin thewild.

LACK OFPALMTREES

Wefirst startedy diagnosingnd
beginningo workonasolutiorto
theapparentroblenof lackof
adequatpalmregeneratian large
parts of therangeof thefirst
BopulationWeconsuItedvith

rofesschlanMeerowof the
Univeristyof Floridaaboupalm
productionWeboughtindshipped
to Brazil50,00(lastigpalmpots
for ourpalmnursery.

In 1994we stumbleéhtosome
novelsourcesf information
providedby formemirdtrappers
andthisinformatioreventuallyed
to ourfindingthesecongbopulation
of birdsin anareaveryfarfromthe
first, anareahathasnodroughor
goatsandthus hasexcellent,
healthypalmpopulationi every
sizeandageclass.In 1995we
foundthenestingliff of this
secongbopulatiorof 22birdsand
alsorecejvedsyetunconfirmed
informatiorabouseverabther
isolatedyidely scattered

populationsf thisspectacular
macaw.

TIME TOSPENIMONEY

Thetimehasnowcometo spend
moneyfor Lear'sMacawon
1) Checkingherumoursbouyet
morepopulations;
2) protectinghesecond
populations; .
3) protectindfinally)thefirst
population;
4) producingnorepalmseedlings
for thefirst populatiorand
5) testingnodel®of ecotourism
with thefirstpopulatioro produce



somdocalemploymemelatedo
theconservatiaof thefirst
populationWelookforwardo
receivinguggestiomsmdsupporto
helpcarryoutallthesectivitles.
Aboveall,wewouldaskBrazilian

authoritieandNGOsto co-operate
withusin asincerandcommitted

mannein orderto savehis

remarkabl@acawTimeis running
out". Thatwasoursummarin
Novembei,996.
Tobringthissadstoryupto date,
herds anextracfromaletter

writterby WP Tto IBAMA (the
officialBraziliarconservation

agencyin March1997.
TOIBAMARELEAR'SMACAW

"In our opinion this isthe most
prominent and threstened of all
parrot species currently under
pressure from international
trading activities.

The confiscation of two young
Lear's Macaws at the Paris Orly
arport last July was reported
globally, and we believe it is
generally agreed that at least 19
birds were stolen from the wild
population in 1996. With an
estimate of around 120 birds in
the wild, it is obvious that,
without a solution being found,
this species could follow the
pattern of Spix's Macaw and be
effectively extinct in the wild
within a very few years.

We have a copy of an excellent
‘Action Plan for Conservation of
Lear's Macaw' compiled by the
Specia Working Group in 1994.
The Action Plan states on page
10: 'Capturing wild animals is
aso quite common in the region;

they are smuggled to zoos,
collectors and aviculturists all

over the world. A.leari is

certainly one of the most coveted
species, since it isvery rare today.
It isbelieved that with the sharp
decline in the natural population
of Cyanopsitta spixii, hunters will
turn to A. Leari, which will
require an increased inspection
effort in its area of occurrence on
the part of the appropriate

agencies. There are no proposas
in the Action Plan on how to deal

with the root cause of this loss of
birds from the wild populations,
which aswe dl know, isthe
continuing demand by

unprincipled collectors, both
outside Brazil and within.

Werealise that our organisation
has no official mandate to make
proposals relating to what is
clearly primarily a national
concern for Brazil, but
nevertheless, our eight years of

involvement in global parrot
conservation, and our substantial
financial commitments to work
with Brazilian experts to help six
parrot species, encourage Us to
offer what we think could be a

suggestion to assist the survival of
Lear's Macaw.

That isthat Brazil might bring
up the question of international
trade in Lear's Macaw at the
forthcoming CITES Conference
of the Parties in Harare,
Zimbabwe in June 1997. Your
government could ask for
stronger enforcement measures
from al CITES signatories,
especially those that may have
been -no doubt without their

knowledge =involvedin illegal
movements of this macaw.

If Brazil were to ask its fellow
CITES members a the COP to

pay especia attention to traffic in
this species, we think it would
improve vigilance by all countries
and agencies. It might aso have
the effect of generating funds
from major international
conservation foundations for the
in-country proposals made in
your Action Plan. At the same
time, you might want to make it
clear that there isno possibility of
an amnesty being declared for
illegal holders of Lear's Macaw,
but that all diplomatic and legal
means would be used to secure

the return to Brazil of illegaly
held birds.

This proposal aimed at choking
off international demand for
Lear's Macaw is given extra
significance by a report from
today's press which quotes your
President Fernando Henrique
Cardoso as saying at the 'Rio Plus
Five' Conference: 'We don't have
the means to stop deforestation.

In those regions, there's hardly
any presence of government
capable of imposing the law'.

With these difficulties to
contend with inside Brazil, would
it not be a good idea to make
every effort to attack the
‘demand’ side of the equation as
well asthe' supply’ side? We
hope you may find our comments
of some interest.

Please be assured that our

desire to help parrot conservation
is closely followed by our wish to
work with the appropriate
authorities in al countries.”

Twomonthslate~ no reply has
beenreceived.

It doesn'ttake a geniusto work out
that if a populationof around 120
birds is subjectedto poachingof
around20 every year,the species

will beextinctin thewild in six

yearsA recenhelicopteflight over
thenewlydiscoveretear'sMacaw
aredgoundtrappersopessuspended
abovenestitedn thecliffs. The
territoryin whichthismacawives

is soremotesoextensiveands so
difficult to traverse¢hatit presents
almostnsuperablprotectlOn
problems.

CO-OPERATION

Wecanonlyrepeathatsincerand
effectiveco-operatiobetweerall
intereste@artieds anessentiadtep

in ensuringhesurvivabf Lear's
MacawTheWorldParrotTrust

continueso fundtheworkof Dr.
Munnandhis associatan Bahia,
notablyDr.Pedrd_imaof CETREL
(anenvironmentarotection
companyMr. DaniloLima
(agronomisesponsiblr the
palmplantation)andnow

BioBrasilanewlyformed
environmentatustbasedn the

stateof BahiaandthustheNGO
mostrelevanto theprotectiorof
Lear'sMacawFundgromother
sourcesarereceivedy IBAMA and
Biodiversitasandif theeffortsof

all involvedcouldbeco-ordinated,
it isreasonable thinkthatthe
poachersouldbecaughtpunished,
andpersuadei leavethemacaws
to flourishin theirwildernessas

theyhavedonefor tensof
thousandsf years.

RETURNLLEGALLYHELD
LEAR'SMACAWS

At thesamdime,we wouldlike to
seea speciainternationaffort,co-
ordinatedby IBAMA, CITESand
WWFTRAFFICtotrackdown,
seizeandreturrto Brazil,all
illegallyheldLear'sMacawsThe
WorldParrotTrusthaswrittento
thesebodieso makehisproposal,
andhasagaimaskedor theCITES
Conferencef thePartiegheldin
Zimbabwen Junel997)o takethe
leadin settinghisin motion. We
believat will alsobenecessaffpr
Brazilto statehatanamnestjrom
prosecutiowill undemno

circumstancdmofferedo illeggl
holdersf Lear'sMacaw.Suc

statememwouldhavetheeffectof

reducinglemandromcollectors,
andthisin turnwouldreducehe

pressure takebirdsfromthewild.

It istime for serious and

drastic action. If nothing
isdone, there islittle hope
for Lear's Macaw, which
will then surely meet a
similar fate to that of

Spix's Macaw.

IF YOU WANT TO HELP LEAR'SMACAW TO SURVIVE, YOU COULD ORDER
A LIMITED EDITION PRINT OF OUR PAINTING BY ARTIST DAVID JOHNSON

£38.00 (US$55) DIRECT FROM THE WORLD PARROTTRUST, u.K.
(addresson Page 15)



GOI den'ShOUI der ed Par I’O'[ Psephotushrysopterygius

by Step hen Garnett and Gabriel Crowley

By mostefinitionsCapeY ork
Peninsulis awildernessn anarea
alittle largethanEnglandutwith
fewerthen2,00(Qpeopldiving
outsidehefewtownspnewould
expechumanto havehadless
impacbntheregionY etthelackof
Peo(gldnamotbeerenou fo save
heGolden-shoulderearrot
PsephotushrysopterygiuSnce
thisparrotvaswidespreadcross
thePeninsuld.odayafewthousand
remainn twotiny populationg-he
populatiois graduallyetting,
smallefThisaccounsummarises
thregrear'sesearchnthespecies
whichis forminghebasiof a
rescueffortthatit is hopedwill
reversehepopulatiotrend.

DESCRIPTION
Golden-shouldefedrrotdivein

grassyavannalioodlané@ndare
theclosestelativepossiblyeven
thesamespeciegsthenowextinct
ParadisBarroPsephotus
pulcherrimudheyareasmall
parrotlittle largethenabudgiebut
withalongetail. Themale which
usuallyattaingull plumagén its
secongearjsabrilliantturquoise
withablackcapJemorfront,a
vividyellowshouldethatcontrasts
withitsbrowrbackanddarkblue
wingsandasalmoipinkbelly.The
females almosentirelygrasgreen
aparfromherturquoiseumpand
washeginkbelly.Youndook
mucHike theadultfemalehough,
everatfledgingyoungmalesan
bedistinguishdaly theirturquoise-
cheeks.

Thebirdslive in aregiorwhere
therearetwo season3hewet
seasorunsfromOctobeto April
whilealmoshorainfallsduringthe
restoftheyearThebirdsstart ~
nestingeartheendof thewet
seasowhenthenewseasongrass
seedks plentiful.

NESTINGN TERMITE
MOUNDS

Atthistimethepairsselecta
termitenoundn whichto make
theimestpften.testingeveralith
trialdiggingbefordinally
excavatinfiyst atunnethenafull
chambeMostestsarebuiltin
conicatermitenoundsheshape
of awitch'shat,whichoccur
primarilyamongi-treeMelaleuca
speciealongheedgeof grassy
drainagfats.Mostdiggings
undertakan themorningvhich
mayexplairwvhyfewnesentrances

4

faceeastwherealiggingwouldhave
tobedondn theheaf the
morningsunthoughtheywill face
in anyothemirection.
Whencomplet¢henesting

chambeusuallystretchet® within
afewcentimetresf theoutside

wall of themoundThetermites
resenthisintrusionlf therds rain

aftertheeggsarelaidthereisa
flurry of termiteactivityduring

whichtheparrotseggsare
sometimefixedto thefloor of the

chambeorthenestentrancés built
over Laterthetermitewill
sometimeattackhechicksthough
tonoavail.

Thefemaldaysbetweed and7
eggsusuallys or 6 attwoda
intervalsincubatiorstartsn the
middleof layingandcontinuefor
threeweeks.Everyhouror sothe
femaleemerget® befedby the
malein anearbyree. Oncethe
chickshavehatchedbothparents
seeklood,returningo feedchicks
aboufive timesaday. Forthefirst
fewdaysthefemalebroodghe
youngatnightbutsoorsheonly
entershenesto provideood.
(Thisis thereasonvhytheycanbe
difficultto breedn captivityin
temperatelimates) Frestgrass
seedormsthebulkof thechick's
dietsupplementdxy thebright
greerseedsf nativelegumes.

At thesamdimethehenislaying
eggsamothTrisyntopacatophaga
isdoingthesamehingnearbyThe
motheggsatchatthesameimeas
theparrotaandthelarvadive off
theparrotdroppingfprminga
squirmingnatbeneattheparrots'
feet.Finally,asthechicksfledge,
themothpupaten thewall of the
termitemoundMostbutnotall
parrotdiavemothsn theirnestout
themothis foundnowherelsesois
asthreatenedsits host.

NESTINGPREDATION

Abouttwo thirdsof eggshatchand
asimilamproportiorof chicks
fledgeTheprincipakausef nest
failureis predatiomf eggor chicks
by reptilesprobablyreegoannas
Varanugristis,whicharesmall
enougtto slipinsidetheentrance.
WhenthechickshavehatchedPied
Butcherbird€racticusigrogularia
alsostarto visit nestsegularly.
Thougtbutcherbirdsannoteach
theyoungn mosteststheyappear
to inspectheirprogresgeadyto
pickthemoff whertheyfledge.
Nestrobbindoy peoplenayhave

AboveA pairof Golden-shoulderedrakeetmntheirtermitemoundNotethenest

entranegbottorteft.

beemalocalisegroblemnin thepast
butis nowveryinfrequenanddoes
notposeathreato thespecies.

Nestings ahazardousmefor
adultGolden-shoulderBdrrots.
Adultfeathersreoftenfoundnear
nestsndicatinghedeattof atleast
oneparentAt otherspnlyone
parenfeedghechick,suggesting
theotherhasdiedawayfromthe
nestFortunatela singleparentan
raisefive chickgo fledging,
suggestinfpodis notlimited
duringthebreedingeason.
Interestingllynaleswhicharemore
numerouthanfemalesnever
manag#o obtaimew~ateswhile
feedingchickswhereagemales
haveanewmalewithindays.
Howevethenewmalesimply
accompanig¢kefemalgo thenest
andneveirfeedgheyoung.

In thefirst sixweeksafterfledging

oungbirdsmoveno morethana
ewkilometrefromthenestsite

andcontinudo befedbytheir
parentsAfterthattheyjoin flocks
in areadurntearlyin thedry
seasorSucHireshavebeerlit by
AboriginapeopleonCapeYork
Peninsuléor manythousandsf
yearsandit is atraditioncontinued
by pastoralistwhohavebeen
grazingheircattletherefor thelast

Photograpbanbell

centuryThefiresexposéhe
abundargeedf annuagrasses
makingt easiefor parrotgo find
food,andsafersinceheycansee
predatormoreeasily.
Becaustheyhaveaccestthese
burntareasGolden-shouldered
Parrothiaveaneasyife throughthe
dry seasortheyleaveheirroost
sitesaftersunrisevandedownfor
adrinkor collectdewfromleaves
of treesthenspendnhourfeeding
whilethereis still atouchof.chill in
theair. Thatdonetheflocknsesas
onea~dhe~d$or nearbyshady
treeanwhichto spendhenext
eight~ourdd~yscratching,
preen.mgpzmgr, sometimes,
chewm@ntheflowerso~leafbuds
of whatevetreethey.aren.In t~e
lateafternootheyWlllfeedagam
for anotheho~rsomemay.dri~k
andthenall WillgathenOlsllyn
thetopsof nearbyreedo roost.
WETSEASOMCTIVITY

Thisslothfulexistencendswith the
first storm®of thewetseason.
Withinadayof thefirst fall the
parrotdaveto feedfor twiceas
long,muchof theremainingeed
havingbeerburiedby therain.If
thefirst stormis heavythisseed

Continued on page 5



Continuedfrom page 4

will germinateandtheparrotdave
to shiftto otherseedhatdoesot
germinatasreadilyMoreoften,
howevethefirst storms followed
by adry speliwhenwindexposes
theseedgairandtheparrotgeta
reprieveNevertheleskeyare
excitedytherain,theyoungnales
fightandtheadultsstarplaying
arounentermitemoundsvhere
latertheywillnestWithsuccessive
stormshowevettheparrothiaveto

sPen_dbngersearching)rfood
oftenin areashathavenotbeen

burntandsobecomenore
vulnerabléeo predators.

WOODSWALLOWSCTAS
GUARDS

Fortunatelfortheparrotstherains
initiatebreedingn Black-faced
Woodswallowstamusinereus,
pugnacioursectivoreshich
defendheirtraditionahestingreas
vigoroushagainspotential
predator§.heparrotsaswell as
fincheandmanyothemird species,
havdearnthattheycanfeedin
peacaeabreedinyVoodswallows,
assuretheywillbewarnedf
approachirgedatorby the
WoodwallowsVigorouslarm
callsInexperiencg@ungparrots
stayneaiVoodwallowdor long
intothewetseasowherthe
Woodswalloehicksledgeandthe
flocksstarto disperse.

By thistimetherds newseed
availablandtheparrothaveto
travethemselves takeadvantage
of it, feedingpnoneplantspecies
afteranotheastheirseedipenslf
foodgetgeallyshortheparrots
willfeedfor longperiodsonleaf

AboveA burningregimehelpsthe Golden-shoulderg@arakeetby controllingTi-treesandprovidingfood.

tipsandflowers Eventuallyby
earlyMarch theperenniagrasses
setseedandthefoodsupplyis
sufficientlyassuretbr theparrots
to startbreeding.

TI-TREEPROBLEM

Thecriticalpointin thislife cycle,
andthepointwherehumansre
importantappearto bethe
breedingeasorTheproblemnis
thatthehabitatsnostfavouredor

nestingthegrassylats,arebeing
invadedy li-treedo theextenthat

theyarenolongemperflatsbut
cloSedvoodlandshetermite

moundsrestill thereandthe
parrotontinugo nesin thembut,
onclosedlats,thenestsaremore
likely to fail andadultsaremore
likely to bekilled. Theculpritis
thoughto beanambuslipredator,
suchasthePiedButcherbirdyhich
cantakeadvantagef thedenser
vegetatioto surpris¢heirprey.

LACK OFFIRE
Thereasonheflatsare

disappearing lackof fire. For
perhapsislongas100,00Qears
CaperorkPeninsulaasbeen
intenselynanaged\ hundregears
agoover20,00@R\boriginapeople
werescatteredcrossheregion.
Startingn May,theylit fires
throughouhedry seasonntil it
wastoowetfor grasgo burn.The
resuliwasafinemosaiof areas
burntatdifferentimesof yearas
well asareadeft unburntprotected
fromfireslatein thedry seasoby
thescarof firesearlielin theyear.

IMPORTANCEFFIRE

Thisburningpatterrfavouredhe
parrotsTheearlyfiresprovided

feedingsiteghrougththedry season
whilethelaterfires,whichtendedo
behotterkepttheti-treein check,
burningthemto groundevel.
Althoughtheti-treewouldresprout
it hadtroublecompetingvith the
grasslf sparedromfire for more
thanfive yearshowevertheti-tree
growsto a heightvhenmostplants
willresproutromthecanopyand
continuggrowingLatefiresearlyin
thewetseasowereparticularly
helpfulfor theparrotsThesdires
notonlyhelpkeepti-treeunder
controbutalsoexposeemaining
seednthegroundsometimes
scorchingewlysproutedeedso
thatit remainsvailableo the
parrotswhilepromotingyrowthof
somewetseasofoodplants.

BURNINGPATTERMLMOST
LOST

Unfortunatelit isaburningpattern
thathasalmosbeerlost.Overthe
lastthirty yeardn particulamost
Aboriginapeoplehavemoved
awayfromtheirtraditionalandsto
live in townsandsettlementsnd
fire managemehasbeeriefttothe
fewhundregbastoralisthorun
cattlepropertieg theareaSome
pastoralistdomanagéo maintaira
burningegimesimilarto that
practisetby Aboriginesthough
cattletendto eatthefuel andso
reducdheintensityof fires.Many
pastoralistsoweverespecially
newcomerwith little experiencef
thehabitatendnotto burnatall, or
onlydosoearlyin thedry season.
By thetimethesenewcomerkave
learntthatmoreburnings
necessarthegrassylatshavebeen
lostandtheparrotsvith them.

PhotographStepherGarnett.

BETTERPROSPECTS

Theprognosisor theparrots,
howeveris notall gloomyOn
ArtemisStationpneof thefew
propertiewheretheparrotsstil|

occurtheShephertamilyhave
beennvolvedwith researcbnthe

Golden-shoulderBdrrosincets

inceptioim 1992andarenow
activelyinvolvedn runningheir
propertyin awaythatwillhelgoth
theparrotandtheircattle With
helpfromthe Queensland
GovernmentheQueensland
Ornithologicabocietyandthe
RoyalAustralasia®rnithologists
Union,theShepherdse
constructingaddockghatwill
periodicallybesparedromcattle
grazingandburntin awaythat
shouldavourtheparrotsThis
managemenggimewillalsofavour
thecattlesincethegrassylats
producehebestpasture.

HELPINGSURVIVAL

Onanexperimentdlasighe
Shepherdsavealsobeerclearing
roundnestandsupplementirfgod
in thewetseasoto try toincrease
nestsuccesandto helpimmatures
survivethewetseasorSofarboth

measuregppedo havebeen
successfuvhichmeanshat
intensivenanagemeatthe

remainingpopulationss likely to be
effectiveshouldurtherdeclines

necessitaie Beforehenhowever,
it ishopedhattheShepherds'
examplavillbefollowedyother
pastoralistsnCapeyorkPeninsula
andtheGolden-shoulder@arrot
willagairexpandntoits former
range.

ABOUTTHEAUTHORS

Drs StephesarnetandGabiriel
Crowleyareindependengsearch
biologistspecialisin threatened
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StephemrotetheActionPlarfor
AustraliamBirdsfor theAustralian
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Gabrieis primarilyabotanisand
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understandingf theecologyf the
plantgparroteatin manypartof
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GuineaandNorthQueenslaras
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" U O k I "K ak ap O l ﬁ O ryby DonMerton (NewZealandDept. of Conservation)

"Hoki"washatchedby hermother
"Zephyr'on CodfisHslandoff the
north-westegoasbf Stewart
Islandn earlyApril 1992 theonly
occasiowherKakapdherehave
bredZephyr'siestwasfoundby
DaveBarkerandhisdog'Bob'on
16April wherHokiwas10- 14

day=old. Hoki,afemalewasthe
eldesbf abroodof threechicks.

At thistimeno CodfisHsland

Kakapaverebeingsupplementary-
fedandhebumpe(*mast") of
rimufruit therewasfailing
(virtuallyall fruitwasunder-
developedinripeandaborting).
Zephyandthetwo otherfemales
knowrto havechicksvereforaging
almosall nightlongbutverylittle
foodwasavailabléor thento
sustaitheirnewlyhatchegtoung.
(Of sixchicksknownto have
hatchedn Codfistthatdisastrous

breedingeasohlokiwastheonly
oneto surviveButfor our
interventioshewouldhavedied).
LiketheothelfemalesZephymwas
givingherchickseverythingndas
aconsequeneasherselftarving.
At 850gmsshewas(andstill is) the
lightesadultkakap&known-she
currentlyveighsnorethan2 kg!

All attemptio feedthestressed
femalesvereunsuccessful.

Thesituationvascritical.Oneof

Hoki'ssiblings probablyhe
E/oungestwasalread leadvhen
heneswasfound Hokiandher
survivingsistemverestarving.
Soorafterthediscoverpf
Zephyr'siest wasadvisedby
SouttandConservangtaffof the
veryseriousituatiorandaskedo
assist. flew fromWellingtorio
Codfisislandmmediatelyl'he
Codfishteamand reached
Zephyr'siesataround amon 18
April. Thenestwvagust visible-
4min undehugeboulderlt was
extremeldifficultto seentoit and
wasseeminglimpossibléo reach.
If anychickswereto survivahey
hadto beremovedyarmedandfed
withoudelaylt wasunlikelythey'
wouldhavesurvivedintil daylight.
By lashingwolong,straighpoles
togetheandtapinga smallfood
straineto oneend we managed
withgreadifficultyto reachhe

neskendafteracoupleof very
anxioubourgorescu¢hetwo

chicks oneof whichwascloseto
death.

Oncen abroodebackatcampand
fedtiny quantitiesf electrolyte
solutiorandood thetwo soon

recoveredhestrongechick later
tobeknownasHoki, wefosteredo

hergrandmothédorawhowas

incubatingwo veryrottenandlong-

overdueggs.
Sheacceptethetwo-weelold

nestlingmmediatelandmanaged
to find sufficienfoodto feedHoki

for thenextthreeweeksOncethe

secon@muchweakerkhick
recoveredt wasflown (on21April)
to AucklandZoofor hand-raisindt
toowasafemaldutunfortunately
it diedatfledging-agevo months
later.

Hoki'sweightcontinuedo
increasentil midMay.At thispoint
hergrandmothavasobviously
unableo find sufficienfoodand
Hoki'sweightbegario declineOn

13MayHoki, nowabout weeks
old, wasremovedromherfoster-
neston CodfisHslandandflown

'‘Busines€lasstoAucklandZoo.

FIRSTHAND-RAISELKAKAPO

Of threestarvinguestlingsento
theZoothatseasorlokiwasthe
onlyoneto survive Shethus
becaméhefirst - andonly -
Kakapeeverto havebeerhand-
raisedMick Sibleyof Auckland
Zoowasresponsibl®r hand-
rearingher- andsodemonstrating
thatsuchisfeasible.

In earlyJuly 1992Hokireached
fledgingageandwasin needf
morespaceShewasflownto Maud
Islandwherewith Kakapo
programmeponsor€oma\ciNew
ZealandLimited'sfinanciahelpa
purpose-buifienhadbeen
constructefibr her.

Hoki settledn remarkablyvell
andduringJuly/Augusivas
"weanedbntofoodsheingfedas
supplements someadultKakapo
i.e.arangeof nuts,seedsapple,
corn,sweepotatosproutsparrot
pelletsandnectar-mixButfor the
eliminationn 1994of pelletsher
diethaschangedittle sincethat
time.(Kakapa@reoneof two New
Zealandbird speciethatarepurely
herbivorous).

Throughouter(almostjive years
in captivityonMaudislandHoki
hasbeercaredor by Gideon
Climo,KakapdProgramm®fficer
basednMaudisland Gideoristo

becongratulatezhhisremarkable
achievementlevebeforenasa

Kakapdeemaintaineth
captivityfor solong.Gideorhas
showrthatit is possibléo maintain
Kakapan captivitylong-term.

HOKIGROWBP
Inmid-199%2okiwasnovetrom

Above:Thisis Hoki with herperson GideonClimo at nighton Maud Island.

herrelativelysmallenclosed,
"fledgingpen”to amorespacious,
open-toppeggenon Maud.Sheis
currenthalternatedveryfew
monthdetweerhis andanother
largepenonMaud-bothbuilt with
fundsprovidedy Coma\cehrough
theThreatene8pecie3rust.(Like
othemarrotshes rathehardon
vegetatiogrowingwithinher
enclosurehenceheneedo move
herperiodically!)

Hokiis nowalmosfive yearsld
andverylikely approachintpeage
of sexuaimaturityTheageatwhich
Kakapaeachsexuamaturityis as
yetunknownHoweverHoki's
motheereph bredat 11yearsand
anothefemalds knownto have
bredat9yearsBreedingnayin
factbepossibletayoungeage
thanthis.

Hoki hastherefordeermprovided
with artificialroost/nesthambers
encloseglastictankgugintothe
groundandpartiallyfilled with bark
andwood-chiprovisiorhasalso
beemadefor Hokito leaveand

returnto herpenatwill soasto
enablderto socialisevith the
severiree-livingadultKakapan
Maudlsland andof courseéo mate
whensheis ready.

A rathersophisticatecersiorof a
‘cat-doorhasbeerdeveloped
whichGideorhastrainedHokito
use- andthroughwhichshealone
maypassHokihasbeen

surprisinglyuickto learrhowto
usethisdoor.Shes to beoffered

herfreedomaterthismonth.
(Decembet996).

PhotographDon Merton

It is anticipatethatHokiwill in
factcontinudo regarcherspacious
enclosurasher"home-rangegnd
will regularlyreturrto it to roostby
day tofeedfromhertraditional
foodstation andperhaps
eventuallyo nest!

Sinceshehasbeerpartiallyhand-
raisedandsubsequentiyaintained
in captivityHokiis comfortablan
thepresencef people in factshe
seemso enjoyplayingand
interactingvithhumansHer
scientificeducationandadvocacy
potentials thusunique.

Sheis alsotheonly surviving
femaleKakapdo havehatched
sincel981soherreproductive
contributioris thuscruciato the
survivalandrecoveryfherspecies.
Herpotentiahsabreedindemale

mustthereforgakepriorityoverall
else.

GOODNEWS-ROM
NEWZEALAND

Andrew Greenwoodb just
backfrom consultingiiththe
Kakapdrecoverlreanm New
Zealandandreportghatfour

Kakapachicksare nowbeing
rearedThesarethefirsttobe

hatchedinceHoki' in 1992.
Twoarewiththeirmothersn
wild nestsbut two hadto be
removedor handrearing. A
full reportvill bein ourAugust
97 issue,but for now, see

Pict_uresan paged and16of
hisissue.



Working for Parrots World-wide

by Rosemary Low

Rosemary ow reviewghework
andaimsof the Trustfor the

benefitof newemembers

TheWorldParrotTrustvas

foundedby MichaeReynoldsf
ParadisParkEnglandin 1989He
invitedAndrewGreenwoaoand
myselfto participaten the
foundatiortogethewith hiswife
AudreyandDavidWoolcockhe
curatoof ParadisBark Fromvery
modesbeginninggndalmosho
cashtheTrusthasachievethr
morethananyoneouldhave
predicted.
Unlikesomecharitiespverhead
expensexmeverylow. On
occasiorfeesarepaidto
professionaldvisorsyorkingon
specifiprojectoverashortperiod.
MichaeReynoldsindhiswife
devotenostof theirworkinghours
totheTrustwithoutpaymentand
ParadisBarkdonatesiuchstaff
timeandofficespacecomputers
andotherequipmengndpaysfor
manyof therunningexpensesuch
astelephonandfax serviced.edit
themagazin@sittaScenwjithout
paymeniheTrustis thereforan
extremelgost-effective
organisatiomjithperhapahigher
percentag# donationgoingto its
projectshananyothercharity.

SUPPORGBROUPS

Wenowhave2,500memberis 52
countriesvorld-wideThereare
ancillaryrrustaandsupporgroups
in thefollowingcountries:
AustraliaBelgiumCanadd;rance,
Germanytaly,theNetherlands,
SouttAfrica,Scandinavia,
SwitzerlandndtheUSA.
ParadisParkdonatefl 15,0000
startheTrustandiwo staff
membersaveraisedheincredible
sumofjust over£100,000rhey
havedonethis,andcontinudo raise

fundshy givingeagldlyin
demon)s/tgatiogngragisgark.

Afterthedemonstratidheyappeal
tothepubliconbehalbftheTrust.
Fundsarealsoraisedby themore
orthodoxnethodsf sellingr-

shirtsgreetingsardsbooksand
otheritems.

| will nowdescribéheaimsof the
Trustanchowtheyhavebeen
carriecbutto date.

FIRSTAIM OFTHETRUST
Thefirstaimisto educatéhe

genergbublicworld-wideabouthe
threato parrosurvival seeking
theirinterestconcerandsupport.

TheTrust'snagazinsittaScene
hasplayedanimportantolein this
aim.It hasopenetheeyef
peopleo theseriouplightof many
parrotspeciesin fact,onethird of
all parrotsarethreatenedith
extinctionStepdeingtakertotry
toreverselecliningpopulationare
describeih articlesromfield
workersManyarticlesvhichhave
appeareth PsittaSceneavebeen
reproduceih othemagazines
throughouheworld.Wewelcome
suctreproductioand,jn
conjunctiomvith theauthoof the

a~ticlewear.alwaypleasetb
glVepermiSSIOn.

SECONMAIM
ThesecondimoftheTrustisto

helpto protecndpreservéhe
naturahabitat®f parrotsThisis
muchmoredifficultto achieveasit
is soexpensivén 1994vesetupa
speciafund,calledheParrot
abitaFundWealsolaunchea
T-shirto promoteheHabitafund.
Todateunfortunatelyhefundhas
notattracte@nougtsupporfor us

to progresm thisaim.Wewould
welcomeontributions!

THIRDAIM

Thethirdaimis to gatheiand
disseminateformatioronthe

statusf parrotpopulations the
wild andin captivityln thiswe
havebeensuccessfubothin
helpingo financdield studiesand
in publishingheresults.

FOURTHAIM

An importanaimis to advocate
effectivecontrolonthe
internationatadein wild-caught
parrotsandthereplacemerf that
tradeby captive-brehirds.In the
eightyearssincgheTrustwas
formedhetradein wild-caught
birdshasdecreasedutit still

existslt is verydifficultto
influencerhirdWorldcountriesn
thismatterButtheTrustwill grasp
everyopportunityo doso.
Advocatinghepurchasef captive-
bredparrothasalwayseergiven
emphasig€venthosevhodonot
havestrongmoralfeelingsonthis
issuanustrealisghatbuyingwild-
caughbirdsof suchspecieas
Orange-winge&imazons Hawk-
headedParrotsandBlack-headed
Caiqueswhichcomen from
Guyanais notonly causinghe
deathof theparrotghatdon't
survivebeingtrappedhutis also
helpingto putaviculturisteutof
businesgOf coursebreeding
parrotds seldonafull-time
professioim Europebutit isan .
expensivaobby.If breederare
unabléo selltheiryoungpecause
theymustcompeteavith inexpensive
wild-caughbirds theyarevery
likely to giveupparrotbreeding.
wouldimploreeveryonéerenotto
buyrecentlywild-caughbirds
underanycircumstances.

FIFTHAIM
Thefifth aimoftheWorl&arrot

Trustis to encourageo-operation
betweerviculturistandzoological
institutionsandbettediaison
betweeraviculturistand
conservatiobodiesHereagain,
publishingnfor~atio~on
conservatlQmojectdn
PsittaScenayhichisreadb
severathousandf theworld's
morethoughtfubndinfluential
aviculturistdhashelpedofostera
greateunderstandin@neof the
reasons/hythisisimportanis that
creatingself-sustainincaptive
populationsf endangereqehrrots
requirediaisonbetweeioth
groups.

SIXTHAIM

TheTrustalsoaimsto promotéigh
standardis thekeepingf parrots
aspetslt publishesleafletentitled
"Who'saluckyboythen?'giving
thebasicof goodcare Theleaflet
hasbeerdistributedreeto
thousandsf ownerandpetshops,
alsoto breedergp giveawaywith
parrotssoldaspets. In PsittaScene
wedealwith someaspectsf pet-
keepingsuchasfeathepluckin
andenvironmentanrichmenthe
latterappliego aviarybirdsaswell
asto petsTheideais now
becomingnorewidelyaccepted
thatenvironmentanrichmeris
notjustasmariphrasénventedy
zoologistdgt is somethingrhichis
absolutelgssentiab thephysical

Continued on page 8

Above: Vastnumbersof parrotsare still being takenfrom the wild. Most of them will notlive for long.



andmentalvell-beingf all captive
birds.
Herearesomesimplédeador
avianbirdswhichwill provide
themwith hoursof amusementou
canhangaknottedskippingope
fromtheroofof theaviaryusinga
dogclip. It is bestto usethose
whichhaveplainwoodethandles
notvarnishedlternativelyhang
thickpiecesf ropefromtheroof.A
swingcanbemadeveryeasilyby
usingapieceof brancliroman
applearee Usealengthwhichhas
twoprotrusions suitablglaces
neareaclendof theperch.
Buychairby themetreromyour
localhardwaretoreLoopthechain
aroundheperctontheinnerside
of theprotrusiothensecur¢he
twoendsusingakeyring.Then
attacladogclipto thefreeendand
handgromtheroofusingadogclip.

SEVENTHAIM
Theseventhimof theTrustisto

encouragesearcprojectssuchas
thoseelatingo theveterinargare
of parrotsTheTrusthasfor
examplesontributetbwards
researcimto PDD(proventricular
dilatatiomlisease).

CONSERVATIOMROJECTS
| wouldnowliketo describesome

of theconservatigorojectsvith
whichtheTrusthasbeerinvolved.
Theveryfirstprojectoncerned
theHyacinthin®acawWehelped
tofundresearcimtoits breeding
biologyin thePantanaif Brazil,
alsao provideartificialnest-boxes.
Nestsitedor this,thelargesof all
parrotsarein shorisupplylt is
believedhatonly 3,00G0 5,000
Hyacinthinggmairin thewild. In
the1970¢heirnumbersvere
decimatebly trappingNowthe
uniguéaunaandfloraof the
Pantanas undethreafromillegal
huntingmining expanding
agriculturandwaterpollution(see
Februarg997ssuef PsittaScene).
Fortunatelyherds another
populationf theHyacinthine
MacawvoutsidehePantanain the
statef Piaui,in north-eastern
Brazil TenyearsagoCharledunn,
atrusteefWPT-USAmeta
trappetherevhowasregularly
removingoungromnestsn cliffs.
At thetimenofundswere
availabléo provideanincentivdor
himto stopthis.Howeveiin 1994
hestoppedealingn macawafter
oneof hisassociategas
imprisonefibr wildlife smuggling.
In riQQEfundswereavailabl%g’ér g
CharleMunntotraveto Brazilto

N
i" ~
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Above: This posterhashelpedin raising funds for WPT in many zoosandbird parks,and at bird showsand conventions.Two sizesare
availablefrom WPT-UK: 2mx Im andIm x 0.5 m.

meetheformertrapperThe

outcomeavasthatheagreedo take
Munnto theremotdocationn

southerRiauiwherehehadbeen

trappingMunnwasamazetb find
anuntouchedreaof perhaps
30,00(cref totallyintactdry
forest(cerradaijlled withthelow
palmsonwhichthemacawgeed.
In additionthereveremorethan
100Hyacinthin@estsn a112km
(70mile)longstretctof cliff. It is
extremelgoodnewdor this
speciesTheoutcomavasthatthe
formertrappeis nowbeingpaidto
protechestsnotto robthem.
Fortunatelyheis a manof great
influencen theareahisnew
conservatiogoalsarethe sourcef
muchinteresaindaremakingother
peopleawareof theimportancef
conservinthemacawsT his
projecis quiteexpensivasin
orderto compensafer thelossof
incomesupportingrganisations
haveagreedo payfamiliesn the
aredor tractorservicessothatthey
canplantmorecropsForexample,
theextraricecropof 199@meant
thattheydid nothaveto buyany
ricefor ninemonthsThisis
extremelymportantor suchpoor
peopleNowa wagss paidto the
formertrappeandhistwo
assistantaswell asthecostof
patrollingalargeareao ensurghat
notrappinds occurring?PTand
WPT-USAretwoof the
organisationshicharehelpingo
paytheirwagesndexpense3he
latesprojectherds tourismThis
yearthefirst groupof Hyacinthine
enthusiastsill visittheregion,
with theformerntrappeasaguide.
Hehasmanagetb manipulatap
to 60 wild macawso spendhours
eachdayin twoorthredreesand
hopego beableto showtheseirds
(andothersjothetourists.

THE 'PARROBUSES'

Ourearlyprojectsncludech
uniquemethodf conservation
educatiortheconservatiobus.On
smallislandghisis agoodwayof
spreadinthemessagandof
obtainingheinteresof children.
Eachbuswaspaintedbxternally
with arainforessceneavhich
featuredheappropriatparrot
speciednsidetherewereinter-
activedisplaysvhichemphasised
theimportancef conservinghe

rainforesandits parrotsTheir
destinationsere theislandf St

VincentStLuciaandDominicaall
of whichhaveendangeresmazon
parrotsA fourthbuswascreatedn

Paraguay.

ECHOPARAKEET

To datethe Trust hasraisedover $1
million whichhasbeerusedo
initiateandsupportonservation
andwelfareprojectsn 19countries
for 23parrotspeciesOneof our
mostimportanprojectdhasbeen
with theEchoParaked®sittacula
eque®f MauritiusWhentheTrust
begarto supﬁorthisspeciem
1990,it wagheleashumerous
parrotin existenceyith onlyabout
15individualslt wasonthebrink

of extinctionwith onlythree
knownfemalesTherewereno
birdsin captivityTodayheres an
aviarypopulatiorof about30birds
andatotalpopulatiorof 85t0 90
birds.Thisincludesl3knownpairs
in thewild. Lastyearwasthebest
breedingeasosincetheproject
beganFrom20eggdaidin the
wild, 18chickshatched.
LastyeatWPTUK providedunds
of £10,000andWPT-USAlonated
$6,000nvhichwasusedo fundan
additionafield worker Ourfriends
atlAS (Internationa@viculturists
Societyflonate&$4000This

broughthefieldteamupto five
peoplefor thefirst timeeverwhich
resultedn thelocatiorof newnests.
It is vitally importanto monitomll
nestsn thewild, becausef the
dangerto chickdfrompredators,
andeveninjuriesinflictedby
introducednynahs.

Anotheproblemwasthatof poor
weightgalnf chicksperhapdue
to failureof thefood supplydueto
verydryweathefThefield workers
weighedhechicksdailyand
removednywhichwerein danger
of dying.Thustenchickshadto be
removedor hand-rearinéncluding
chickswhichwerehatcheah the
aviary atotalof 18chicksvere
rearedThisfarexceedany
previouyearsandindicateshat,at
last,thereis verygoodreasorfor
optimisnregardinghefutureof the
EchoParakeetf the1997 breeding
Seasois equallkﬁroduc_tive‘here
will benodoubthatthisis the
world'smostsuccessfplarrot
conservatioprogramme.

| haveto admitthatafewyears
agol feltthattherewadlittle chance
for thesurvivalbf thisparakeet.
amverygladto havebeerproved
wrongln 1980theParrdiVorking
Groupof ICBP(nowBirdLife
Internationabecommendeidatall
thefew survivingirdsshoulde
caughandtakenintocaptivityThe
SR S T
wouldsoorbeextinctFortunately,
it provedmpossibléo catctthe
birds.| sayfortunatelpecause
therewereunexpectegroblems
with thefirst captive-hatchduirds,
mainlyconcerninthediet,andhad
thisrecommendatidreen
implementedhespeciesvould
probablypeextinctnow.Credit
mustgoto CarlJonesndhisteam,

Continued on page 9



Continued from page 8

workingwiththeMauritiudwildlife
Fundfor reversinghenear
catastrophieclineThisyearthere

areplandorthefirsttimetorelease
intothewild EchoParakeetshich

havebeerrearedh theaviaries.
AUSTRALIA

TheTrusdoesothaveprojects
onlyin developingountriesThere
aretwoin Australiathefirst of
whichcommenced 1991We
havéhelpedo sustairanisolated
populationf theRed-taile@lack
Cockato€@alyptorhynchibganksii
of thesub-speciegaptogynédt is
foundonlyin south-western
Victoriaandadjacergouth-east
SouttAustraliawherdts habitais
nowfragmentedndthreatened.
Only500to 1,00Mirdsremainand
theyaredeclininglueto thelossof
nestingreesaandthestringybark
treeEucalyptulsaxterionwhich
theyfeedTheTrustmethalfthe
costof theconservatigorogramme.
All thefewknowmestsitesareon
privatgpropertythereas liaison
withthes@ropertyowners$o
protechestreesandpotentiahest
sitesThisis mostmportanas
manyofthecockatoosevehave
anopportunitto breeddueto lack
of nesholesHoweverthegood
newssthatnestboxdsavebeen
erectedndtheserebeingused.
Muchdatehasnowbeercompiled

onthebreedingequirementsf this
cockatoo.

PALMCOCKATOO

Ournextprojecin Australiawill
focuonthePalmCockatoo
Proboscigeaterrimusvhose
naturahistoryis little known A
threeyearstudyis plannedit
includesomparativstudief
NewGuineaatthe CrateMountain
researcstatiorof theWildlife
ConservatiddocietyandNewYork
ZoologicaSocietyThePalm
Cockatogs notcurrenththreatened
withextinctiorbutbecausallits
populationarein areasvheregreat
changelsaveoccurredresearcts
needetb discovehowit is coping
withthesehangeds:orexamplan
Australiachangem fireregime
maybeaffectingiestsite
availabilityAt IronRangeCape
YorkPeninsulan 199(atleast
nineoutof 33markedestsvere

destroyebyfire.
Recommendationd| bemadeto
promot¢hePalmCockatoo's
conservatidhroughoutsrange.
TheAustraliapopulations
probablgeneticallisolatedrom
thatin NewGuinea andthisaspect

will alsabeinvestigated.
TheTrustis helpingo fundwork
onanothelargeparrotwhichis
wellknownto aviculturists
Buffon'sMacawAra ambigualts
numbersavedeclinedjreatlydue
to trappinganddeforestatiohast
yeartheTrustdonate&4,00Q0
helpbuya vehiclefor researcheos
theRARECentein CostaRicaA
campaigis focusingattentioron
thismacawand2,000copiesf a
factsheetbouit havebeen
distributedNearly700
guestionnaiffermswerereturned
by localpeopleTwoschookongs
havebeenwrittenabout.aLapa
Verdeasthemacaws known for
usewhenschoolsarevisited.In
additionthemacawvill bethestar
of apuppeshowtheatreand
puppetbhavealreadypeen
constructed populaisonghas
beenwrittenfor localradiostations.
All theseneasurearedesignetb
makedocalpeopleawareof the

importancef protectinghislarge
macaw.

CAPEPARROT

In SouthAfrica,theTrusthas
contributetbwardsesearcbnthe

CapeParroPoicephalusbustus.
TheSouthAfricanformhas
declinedjyreatlydueto destruction
of yellow-woodPodocarpusrests,
of whichonly smallareasemain.
Biologistdaveexploredhe
distributionstatusanddietof this
parrotResultsndicatehatthe
SouthAfricanform,describeds
thenominateacejsin facta
separatspeciedts conservatias
thereforef evergreater
importance.
TheTrusthascontributetb many
otherconservatioprojectssuchas
protectinghenest®f Red-tailed
Amazonémazonarasiliensifn
Brazil,andstudyinghePhilippine
Red-vente@ockato&acatua
haematuropygim Palawarthe
onlyislandwhereit survivesn any
numberdn Africa,fundshavebeen
providedor a studyof GreyParrots
in the CentraRAfricanRepublic.
AndtheTrusthaspaidfor Andrew
Greenwootb travelto StVincent,
MauritiusandParaguagis
veterinaradvisoto conservation
ErojectsHis nextstopwill beNew
ealandvherenehasbeerinvited
bythegovernmentb adviseonthe
conservatigorogrammfor the
Kakapoprobablytheworld'smost
interestingndmostcritically
endangergqghrrot.

PARROTRCTIONPLAN
Notall theTrust'swvorkcentres

Above:Palm Cockatoo,Probosciger aterrimus

aroundndividualspecies'
protectionln 1995t startedo
preparaninternationalocument
onparrotconservatiohiswill
formaregularlyupdatedourcef
referencenthestatu®f threatened

parrotsvorld-wideTheParrot
ActionPlandrawson aworldwide
teamof expertdo adviseonthe
statu®f themanythreatened
speciesVherpublishedby mCN,

it will beaninvaluableesourcéor
everyorganisatioar individual
seekingo helpparrotconservation.

FUNDING

As youcanseetheworkof the
Trustis widespreadndvariedlt is

limitedonlyby financial
constraint§.heTrustneedsnore

memberandmoredonationsDne
of ourimmediat@imsis to double

ourmembershiim a shorperiodof
time.By sddoingwewill double
ourabilitytoinfluence
organisatiorendindividualsvhose
actionsaffectheconservatioand
welfareof parrots.

| wouldappealo youall to
supportheWorldParrofTrust. It is
worthpointingoutthatwith the
exceptiof theWorldPheasant
Associatiorthe WorldParrotTrust
istheonlybird conservation
organisatiofoundedy
aviculturistsThemajorityof its
memberdokeepparrotsalthough
manyof themareconcernepet
birdkeepergathethan

aviculturistavianyscientistand
conservationisissealsomembers.

Photograph: ParadisePark

Manyparrotkeeperbelongo
clubs mostof whichhavevarious
fund-raisingctivitiesTheseclubs
oftensuPpQrtharitiesbutbecause
notall officialshavemuch
knowledgeegardindird
conservatiomonationaremadeo
othercausedf youbelongo aclub
whichdoesotsupporparrot
conservatiomayl suggeshatyou
contacTheWorldParrotTrustand
askthemto providedetailf a
specifigprojectwhichneeds
funding.Theyshouldeableto
supplycolourslidegelatingo the
projectTherprepare shortalk
for membersf yoursocietyto
convincehemto supporit. There
aremanypeoplavhowouldbe

pleasedio supporparrot
conservatiobutdonotknowhow.

Youcanshowthem!

INFLUENTIAL

DonotdoubthattheTrustis
influential Sinceourformatiorwe

havesignificantlchangedttitudes
to parrotsaaroundheworld We
haveaskedviculturéo "put
somethin@ack'to helpparrotsn
thewild. Wehavepromotedhe
concepbf "responsiblaviculture”
andthishasbeertakenupby other
organisation8roundtheworldour
associatemreinvolvedn projects
of manykinds,all contributingo
ourknowledg®ef thesevonderful
birdsandour abilityto protecthem
fromthemoderrworld.With
YOURhelp,wecoulddoeven
more . Thankyou.
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In August1992theBlue-throated
macavhm glaucogularig/as
rediscoverad thewild. Sincets
originadiscoveryn the1800'sthis

macavihadremained mxstery.
Theonlyinformatioravallablen
thebirdcamdromfive museum
skinspbservatiors afew captive
individualsindfromreport§rom
birdtrappersAlanHessandGiles
Duffieldof theBolivian
conservatiarganisation,
AsociacioArmoniaarestudying
thisenigmatiandhighly
endangeredacawvithinthe
frameworkf alongterm
conservatiggrogramme,
Priori_tisinghespeciesprotectiom
hewild.

SEARCHND DISCOVERY

A. glaucogularisrestrictedo a

relativelysmallareeof forestsland
andsavannhabitatn northern

Bolivia. Studiesverthelastfour

yeardiaveconfirmedts presencia
theBeniDepartmermf Amazonian
Bolivia,andhaveestablisheits
cordistributiomndpopulation
status.
Thespeciewas'rediscoveredf
199Dy CharlesMunnof the
WildlifeConservatigBociety
(WCS).Thissightingvasmadeo
thenorthofthecity of Trinidadand
wellwithinthearealescribetly
localmacavdealersin contrast,
thesimultaneowsfortsof the
"Universityf NottingharBolivia
Projectl992'teamwhichincluded
theauthorandwasfundedy
BirdLifelnternationalndFauna

andFloralnternationafailedto

Above:Fruit of Motacu palm.
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find thespecieduringa 10week
periodin theBeniBiosphere
Reservdpcatedl80kmto thewest

of themacawsturrentlyestablished

range.
Withthehelpof hislocalguide,
MunnimmedIatelgtartec small
scaleexperimentalestiprogramme
in thethenonly knownlocality.
Theresidenmacawsvereguarded
andencouraged dig nestholesy
havingheworkstartedor them.

DISTRIBUTIONAND
POPULATION

It isfrommacawirapperg'eports
providedn theearly1980'shatA.
glaucogulariwasknownto be
distributedh northermBolivia,
specificallyn thesoutherialf of
tile BeniDepartmerandin the
north-westerareaof theSanta

CruzDepartment.Howeversome
of theséhavebeerattributedo its
confusiomwiththeBlue-and-yellow
macawAra araraunalnfact,
searchasa southerBoliviaby Dirk
Lanningn 198Zailedto reveathe
presencef eitherspeciesf macaw.
Nowthatseveralocationgor A.
glaucogularisavebeerdiscovered,
theopportunityo undertake
fieldworkto moreaccuratelgssess
themacaw'slistributiorand
populatiomensityhasbegun.The

timingof Munn'sre-discover
coincldedviththefoundatiorf

Asociaciodrmonianowthe
BirdLife Internationdbartner
Organisatiofor Bolivia.In 1993
Armoniabegaro undertakan
exhaustiveurveyof theexistingA.
glaucogularigopulatiorin several

Photograph: G. Duffield

Above: Blue-throatedMacaw in Motacu palm.

potentialocationsn theBeni
DepartmentHeadedby AlanHesse
andfundedoy WCS thesencluded

theoriginalsitediscoveretly
Munnandfouradditionasites

discoveretb thenorth-easind

southof Trinidadthe capitabf the
BeniDepartmentt became
evidenthatA. glaucogularis
appearetb bedangerouslpwin
densityandextremelyatchily
distributedvithinarelatively
confinedarea.Alarminglycurrent
estimatemdicatghattheremaybe
nomorethan100birdsdistributed
over15,00G6quaré&m.
Thisfigureis verydifferenfrom
thegenera¢stimatioprovidedy
interviewswith bird exporteri the
early1980'shatsuggestedltotal
populatiorof betwee®00and
1,000.If thisnewfigureis
anywher@earcorrectweare
indeequstifiedin ourfearsfor the
speciessurvival.

HABITAT

A. glaucogularigavouredhabitat
lieswithinhumidowlandsatan
elevatiorof 200to 300m. Contrary
to earliersuppositiothatA.
glaucogularisequentgallery
forestfield observatiorts date
suggeghatthisinformationis
incorrecandthismightbe
explainetby confusiomithA.
araraunayhichinhabitgjallery
forestaswell asopenland. The
limiteddatagatheredofar suggest
thatA. glaucogularismhabitsnore

and Conservation of the
Oa ted M acaW byGilesE. DuffieldandAlanJ. " esse
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openterrain.All locationsofar
discoveretavebeenn seasonally
floodedsavannan whichare
scatterefdatchesf forest
distributedinevenlyn ribbonsand
islandof varyingsize. These
islandgendto bedominatedythe
locallyabundartMotacu'Attalea
princepsand Totai"palms.They
alsocontairtall deciduousees
including'Tajibo"(Tabebuia
impetiginosa)Thesurrounding
savannatypicallyscatteredith
thewidesprea@opernicialba
palms.

Contraryto previoudbelief the
habitabf A. glaucogularisoesot
necessarilgaveto beremotdrom
humarpresenceMacawhave
beerpbserveth theimmediate
vicinity of inhabitechuman
settlementdNeverthelestherds a
verylow humarpopulatiorn these
areastypically2 peoplepersquare
km.Thereareveryfewroaddllthe
zonecorrespondintg A.
glaucogulariknowndistribution.
It is noteworthyhatthishabitat,
whichincludedargetractsof
wetlandsalsosupportsonsiderable
biodiversitywith abundardvifauna
andmammakpecieslt is
importanto residenandmigratory
bird specieandto several
threatenespeciesf mammal,
includingheGiantanteateMarsh
deerandPinkriverdolphin.

ECOLOGY
InteractiolgithOtheMacaw



SpeciesA. glaucogularis alSO
sharedts habitatvith otherspecies
of macawnamelA. araraunathe
RedandgreermacawAra
chloropteraandthesmaller
ChestnufrontedAra severaand
Golden-collaredta auricol/is
macawsAccordindgo reportgrom
trapperdA. glaucogularisavelsn
pairsandoccasionaliyp small
flocksof upto 5 individualshutis
neverseernn largdlockslike those
of A. araraunaA. glaucogularis
hadbeerseero occasionallyix
withA. araraunaObservatioris
thefieldconfirmtheseeportsand
we canspeculatiatamixingof
birdsin flightcouldsuggest

communabostingvithA.
ararauna.

DIET

Reportérombirdtrapperbad
indicatethatA. glaucogularifeeds
mainlyonpalmnutsandthishas
beersubstantiatég observations
in thefield. Munnreportedhe
macaveedingnthefruitsof the
palmsttaleghalerataand
AcrocomiaculeataFurthermore,
wehavendirectevidencéom

remainsf discardepgalmnutsthat
themacavieedonthefruit of
MotaclAttalegrincepswhich
appearn® bethemostdominant

ﬁalmin themacaw'greferred
abitat.

REPRODUCTION

Trapperseportandimitedfield
observatiorshow#\. glaucogularis
nestingn treecavitiegrom
Novembeto Marchandraisingup
totwoyoung.Interestinglyll
previouslpbservedestsiteshave
beerin palmtreespamel
AcrocomiaculeatandAftalea
phaleratabutin Novembet996
weobservetbr thefirsttimea pair
of A. glaucogulariaestingn a
hollowin alive deciduousee
probablyf thegenus
Calycophylluivhileobservations
in thewild havebeerlimited,
captivebreedintpasheervery
informative Theincubatioperiod
for A. glaucogularis 26-28days,
newlyhatcheahicksweighabout
18g, theyoundeavehenesB0-94
daysafterhatchingandtheclutch
sizeistwotothreeeggs.It has
beemreportedhatA. glaucogularis
breedreryeffectivelyin captivity,
matchinghebreedinguccessfA.
ararauna.Thisdoegoseseveral
guestionsegardinghelowdensity
of A. glaucogularisn thewildin
contragb thehighdensityof A.
ararauna.n fact,in thewild A.
glaucogularis outnumberdualy A.
araraundy afactorof twenty.

CONSERVATIOISSUES

Bird-TradeTheBlue-throated
macaws consideredthreatened

speciebecaus# hasasmall
populatiorandit hasbeerexploited
bythecage-birdrade.It hasbeen
reportedhatthegrossnternational
tradein A. glaucogularishetween
1981and1992vas390birds,the
majorityof thesehavingoeen
exportedetweerl981and1984.
A. glaucogularisvasplacedn
Appendix of CITESin 1983
therebyprohibitingall international

trade. Furthermorexportatioof
live animaldromBoliviawas

bannedh 1984andin 198&his
wassupportetly Suprem®ecree
thatextendethebanindefinitely.
Thereforein recenyearghe
pressuref thecaptivebirdtradeon
themacavhasbecomesignificantly
reducedHoweverit hasnot
entirelyvanishedTheres still a
flow of illegallyexportednacaws

alargerspeciealsosupportshis
claim. Forexamplegaptivelybred
A. araraunghaveanaverageveight
of 1000y asopposetb 7509 for A.
glaucogularisin contestfor
accesw limitedresourceis is

li~elythatthelargemacawvould
Win:

LOCALECONOMY

All A. glaucogularigiscoveredo
far arelocatednprivatdandused
for cattleranching.Themacawsre
potentiallythreatenehly two
activitiesassociatediththelocal
industryandhumaractivity.
Clearancef treespothdirectly,or
asaconsequenoétheannual
burningof thesavanngarovides
morefertilelandfor cattlegrazing.
Thisunfortunatelyemoves
potentiahestsitesin palmtreedor
macawso breedn andpossibly
limits foodavailabilitynormally
providedy fruitingpalms.

TheArmonigeanspeakintp localpeopleboutheneedo protectheBlue-throated

Macaw.

betweemBoliviaandneighbouring
countriesandArmoniais awareof
activetradersnteresteth A.
glaucogularisThusthethreaif
thebirdtradeis alwaygresentin
fact,asrecentlyasDecembet 996,
six captivebutwild bred A.
glaucogularisanisheffom Santa
CruzZooin Bolivia. Withthehelp
of theBolivianGovernment,
Armoniais in theprocessf
unveilingamajortraffickingroute

whichhasbeensporadicallgictive
overthelastdecade.

COMPETITION

It is possibl¢hatthelowpopulation
sizeofA. glaucogularig thewild

is asadirectconsequencé
competitiowith othemacaw
speciefor nestingitesandfood
resourcesA. araraunappearo
bethemajorculprit,sincet
representsverwhelminglhemore
dominantmacavpopulatioin the
region.ThefactthatA. araraunas
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Furthermorehecattlehavea direct
destructiveffectontheforest
islandhabitat. Theytrampleon and
feedonvulnerableindergrowth
plantsthusreducingheplant
diversityandrejuvenatioof forest
islandghatwereoncampenetrable
with lushvegetation.

PEOPLE

Manyof theabovementioned
threat@ndpotentiathreatareasa
generatonsequenadhuman
activity. Until Armonia'sffortso
develomworkingrelationshipvith
theland-ownersecomea firmly
establisheckality thearearemains
anunprotectedone.This
unfortunatelieaveghefutureuse
of thislandandtheprotectiorof A.

glaucogularisinclear However,
recentontacwith theFederation

of CattleRanchersf theBeni
Departmerttasbeerfruitful,
havingrecentlydeclaredheirfull
supporin writingfor theA.

glaucogulariprojectSincehe
very beginningf theproject,
Armoniahaveakertheessential
approacbf reducinghemacaws
vulnerabilitghrougheducationWe
believethattheguardianshipfA.
glaucogularisitimatelylieswith
thelocalpeopléiehavepromoted
awareneghroughinformatalksto
schoothildrenandfarmpersonnel,
supplementdry smalldonationsf
classroormaterial$o achosen
ruralcommunity. )

It istheintentiorof Armoniao
usetheseclosdinkswithlocal

peopleandsympatheti@andowners
to setup asortof 'vigilante
networkto deterttheactivityof
macawrappers.

THEFUTURE
Nowthatweknowoureducational
approackvorkswith localpeople
andsinceve havereceive@
favourableeactiorfromthe
Federationf CattleRanchershe
objectivesor thefutureareto
continugheeducationgrogramme
wherevethemacawsrelocated.
In paralleto theprotectiorof A.
glaucogularisin its naturahabitat,
theremustalsobeheightened
vigilanceat aninternationdévelto
curbtheillegaltraffickingof this
species.
Whilsttheactiveprotectiomf the
macaws apriority,scientific
investigatiomustcontinueviththe
distributiorandpopulatiorcensus
to expandntothefirstbehavioural
ecologyinvestigationf A.
glaucogularisFurthefundings
beingsought.

ABOUTTHEAUTHORS

GilesDuffieldis afinal yearPh.D.
studenattheDepartmerdf
Anatomylniversityof Cambridge

andU.K. Representatier )
Asociaciormonia.AlanHesseas

theVice-Presidenf Asociacion

Armoniaandprojectcoordinatdior
its Araglaucogularisesearch
programmeBothstudiedoology
togetheatNottinghanuniversity
andweremembersf anexpedition
in 1992hatfocusednlocating\.
glaucogularig thewild. They

havebothbeeractivelyinvolvedn
Bolivianavifaunatonservatioand

researchversince.
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FUNDRAISING SUCCES&T
STAPELEYWATERGARDENS

Onlyfourparrotdive atThePalms
TropicaDasisatStapeleWater
GardenseaNantwichin Cheshire,
buttheirpersonalitidsave
captivatetheirvisitordor years.
JaffaandJasmineheblueand
goldMacawsandFredandGinger,
thesomewhamallethougmone
thelessdemanding/hite-fronted
AmazorParrotarenowjustifiably

proudsinceheyhavehelpedo
raiseatotalin excessf £5000or

TheWorldParrof rust.

Stapelepegariundraisingor the

Trusfouryearsagoafterthe
introductionf theircolourful

informatiomoardsT heireducation

officer Vald&illeryandtwofull-
timekeeperdvlike Bentleyand
Emmaeranhavevorkedclosely
togetheeversinceo ensur¢hat
notjusttheirbirds butall their
manyandvariedisplaysareused
to maximunadvantage intrigue
eachandeveryoneof theirvisitors.
"Theirespons® displays-suds
theoneillustratingheworkof the
WorldParroff rustmakesll our
effortsvorthwhileandwealways
ensur¢hatwekeepghemupdated
onhowtheirmoneyis beingused!".
AndrewGreenwoodVorldParrot
TrusfTrusteagecentlyisitedThe
Palmsn orderto carryoutan

INTERNATIO NAL
NEWS& LETTERS

inspectioto renewtheirzoo
licenseValdaaskedf hewouldbe

willing to accepthischequen
behaliof TheTrustwhilehewas
theresothattheycouldpromotehe
Trustin thelocalpress:-Heis

picturecherewith FredandGinger
whoasusuaktoletheshow!

PERU

In SouthAmericaanumbepf
speciesewto sciencéavebeen
discovereih recenyears.They
havetendedo berelatively
inconspicuousrds,overlookedy
ornithologist® thelocalities.But
lastsummeranamazingnew"
speciesbrightlycolouredBarbet,
wasfoundin anisolatedainforest
in easterPeruThediscoveryvas
madéyy JohnO'NeillfromBaton
Rougel ouisiana.This
extraordinargrnithologishasnow
chalkedip atotalof 13birdsnewto
sciencefpundby himandhis
associatés PeruJohnis alsoan
outstandinpird artistwhosework
is knownworld-wide.His painting
of thenewBarbeshowsa very
handsomieird, withredheadand
napearedcrescerdabovehe
yellowunderpartsyhiteeyestripe,
blackupperpar@andwhitethroat.
Whyhadsuchacolourfulspecies
remainedinknowrior solong?

Becaust inhabitshetop of a
cloud-forestemountainwherelew

Above:Andrew Greenwoodreceivesalarge chequefrom ValdaFillery.
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havegonebefore.

In arecentetter JohnO'Neill
describethewealthof parrotsn
thearea.Thereweresmaliflocks
of Spot-wingeRarrotlet3 ouit
stictopterandoneof thered-
frontedsub-speciesf the Painted
ConurePyrrhurgictawas
common.Hewasamazedby the
sheenumbersf Canary-winged
ParakeetsTheremaynevehave
beemanytrappersipthe
Cushabatajver- andnowthat
exportarealmosnhon-existent,
thesesmallbirdsprobablyouild up
theirpopulationguickly. One
roostin acanehicketheldmore
than10,00®irds,with athousand
or soWhite-eyeonureératinga
leucophthalmwndasmatteringf
Dusky-heade@onure#ratinga
weddelliil almosforgot; a
thousandr soCobalt-winged
ParakeetBrotogerisyanoptera.
Quiteascene!"

It isgoodto knowtherds one
placédeftin theNeotropicsvhichis
untouchebdy manwhereparrots
areasabundargstheywerein
yeargoneby.

USA

PARROTSMUGGLER

GUILTY PLEA

WilliamA. KeeferUnitedStates
Attorneyfor the Southerbistrict
of FloridaandKevinAdams,
Speciahgentin Chargelnited
Stategish& WildlifeService,
announcthatAdolph"Buzz"Pare,
63 of Miami,Florida,doing
businesas"Gatorsof Miami,Inc.",
pleadedjuiltyonApril 29th1997
to two countf anindictment
chargindpim with conspiringo
illegallysmuggléfricangrey
parrotsntotheUnitedStatesndto
defraudthe United StatesFish &
Wildlife Servicdy filing false
importatiodocumentsntwelve
differentshipmentsf parrotsin
violationof theLaceyAct, 16
U.S.C.Sec3372(d)andthe
smugglingtatute18U.S.c. Sec.
545. Thedefendardlsopleaded
guilty to onecountof makingand
submitting falserecordor a
shipmenof 600parrotsn violation
of theLaceyAct, 16U.s.c. Sec,
3372(d)(l). In apleaagreement
filed todayPareagreedo payfines
andrestitutiortotalling$300,000;

thelargessumeverin afederal
wildlife smugglingasen the
UnitedStates.Thedefendarfaces
amaximunpenaltyof uptofive
yeardn prisonandupto
$250,000.0@ finesoneachof the
two countsvhensentenceah July
10,1997at9.30a.m.

Accordindo thelndictmenand
publicdocument§Gatorsof
Miamilnc."wasthenation'dargest
importeiof AfricanGreyparrots
during1988,198%nd1990having
importedapproximate®4%of all
suchbirds. Betweerfrebruary 988
andAugust1991thedefendant,
doingbusinesas"Gatorof Miami,
Inc.".,conspiretb smugglénto
Miamiapproximateffipurteen
shipmentsf over4,000'Congo”
AfricanGreyparrotsvhichhad
beerillegallytakenfromtheirwild
habitain Zaire wherehe
commercidtadein greyparrots
hadbeercompletelypanned.

Theseparticulaparrotavere
smuggledfomZairetothe
launderingountryof Senegaind
thenexportedisingfalseCITES
exportdocument® theUnited
StatesTheCITESexport
documenttalselystatedhatthe
parrotoriginateih Guinear the
Ivory Coast.

GERMANY

Theseventlannuaimeetingor
parrotenthusiastsrganisetly Dr
PeteiViisttookplaceonApril 26.
TheplacewasBietigheinandthe
themewasendangerespecies he
daywashighlysuccessftior two
reasongheexcellencef allthe
speakerandthegoodorganisation.
DieterSchrappaidparticular
attentioriotheHornedParakeet
Eunymphicusornutusf New
CaledonigdDozen®of nest-boxes
havebeererecte@ndtheirusehas

resultedn greatlyincreased
breedingucces8utdueto the
popularityof this specieasapet,
manyyoungpirdsareremovedrom
nests.

Rosemariow followedby
describingheworksandtheaims
of theWorldParroffrustThomas
Mangolddescribetheterribletoll
of theparrotof Seranasa resultof
trappingHe hasvisitedtheisland
ontenoccasion®espitédeing

Continued on page 13



Continuedfrom page 12

placednAppendixl of CITESthe
MoluccarCockatotasalmost

beemreduced,textinctionTrade
continuesnabatedyith birds
goingto HongKongandChinaThe
stressnvolvedn trappingvi]d-

caughtockatoosanonlybe
describedsterribleThehabitat

survivedutthecockatoolsave
almosgoneJ.Hartdiscussed
moreencouragirgspecdf

cockatoosncreasedreeding
succeswiththeuseof infrared

camerais nest-boxe3hese
nervousdirdspreviousiyproketheir
eggorkiJledheiryoungasthe
resulbf nesinspectiof\owthat
nesinspectiodoesiotoccurtthey

reartheirownyoungVideotaken
in thenesshowede Tritonwith

threechicksall fledgedMr Hartl

emphasisedatcurrentlyhe
markets floodedwvithhand-reared

birdsbuteventuallparent-reared
cockatoowill beconsidered

preciousndtheirpriceswiJlrise,
Theembryonidevelopmeraf
parroeggsvasthesubjecof a
fascinatintectureby Professddr
HelgaGerlachShehelpedeveryone
to understarsbmeof thereasons
for embryanortalityThesénclude
nicotineontheeggshel so
smokertakenote Veterinarian
Frederickaneczeffaveadetailed
accounofhand-rearingfe
concludely sayinghatevermpet
parrotsieedhecompanionshif
theirownspeciedMore
consideratishouldegivento
buyingwo petsFinally Dr Rosina
Sonnenschmgjtokeon
homeopathauredor parrots,
especiallthosewhichpluck
themselveShewarnedhat
psychologic@roblemsvithhand-
rearegbarrotsill increasduring
thenext20to 30yeardecausso
fewpeopleinderstanghrrots,

especiallthedemandsf those
whichhavebeerhand-reared,

A Dutch auction during the
evening raised funds for
conservation. The proceeds
were generously donated to the
World Parrot Trust. Dr Wiist

also made a personal
contribution. The Trust
acknowledges with thanks the

generosity of everyone who
donated.

CANADA

Thisyearthe Canadiaworld
ParrotTrustcontinuess funding
contributiont the Cuban
Parakeetind Parrot Project
administereoly Drs.Rosemarie
GnamandJimWiley.The
objective$or 1997are:
a)TodeterminéheCuban
ParakeetndCubarParrot'sstatus

anddistributiorin Cubaandthe
Isladda Juventud,

b) Tocharacterideabitabf the
parakeedndparrotjncluding
breedindgeedingandroosting
habits;

c) Todetermin¢heirdietand
foragingecology;

d) Toinvestigatéhespecies'
breedindpiology;

e) Toexaminghegeneraécology
of theparakeetndparrotwith
emphasigninteractiongvith
competitorgredatorsg parasites;

f) Todetermineausesfthe
parakeet'declinefromwhicha
strategyor its conservatiocanbe
developed;

g) Totrainlocalscientistandfield
staffin techniquessedn invest-
igatingthreatenespecies.

Thisis athree-yeasrojectandthis
yeartheyareexpandintheirefforts
to theeast-centrahdeasternmost
(Orientgrovincepartsof themain
islandof Cubarhisalsoreflectsa
shifttowardsnoreintensivevork

ontheparakegbopulationsyhich
aremorecommonn theeastern

partof theisland,

CANADIANPARROT
SYMPOSIUM

The8thCanadiaRarrotSympo-
siumis beingheldNovembe8-9,
1997attheTorontdAirportHilton
Hotel 5875AirportRoad,
Mississaug@®ntarioCanada.
TopicigncludeHusbandryAvian
MedicineHousing Behaviour
ConservationNutrition- Nursery
ManagementFurtheinformation
from Jacquid@lackburn,Canadian
ParrotSymposiuni,08Meadow-

valeRoadWesHill, Ontario,
CanadMIC ISI: Phonel16-282-

7375 Fax:416-282-8995

SPECIATHANKS
TheCanadialorldParrotrust

wouldlike to extendh speciathank
youtoMark Hagermfthe
HageAvicultur&esearthstitute
(HARI)andheRolplC Hagen
Companwhogenerouslgonated
over$2,0000 the CanadiaiVorld
Parrotrusatthe1996
CanadiafarrotSymposium,
Mark Hagenalsomadeagenerous
persondbnatioof $1,00@the
Catherin&oos/Laurdileufeld,
BolivialPeryprojectin 1996,Many
thankgo Mark,HARI andtheHagen

Companyor theircontinuedupport
of theWorldParrot Trust,

LETTERSOTHEEDITOR

RESPONSIBLEVICULTURE

| wouldik@o commenonthe

statemeriResponsiblviculture”
in theFebruary 997ssueof
PsittaScené.is correcto saythat
it isnolongeracceptabl® take
birdsfromthewild. Webreed
enouglin thiscountryfor thepet
tradeandfor breedingAt the
presentimetherearetoomany
birds;breedersannoselltheir
1996younginto caringpethomes
or toresponsiblereeders/es!-You
cansellto dealerputthatisNOT
responsiblaviculture.
Manyparrotsare"factory-
farmed"Every eggis takenfrom
thetimeit is laid, causinggmotional
distresso thebirds Whilethereis
moneyto bemadetherewiJlbe
factoryfarmingunlesdawsare
broughin to improvethe
conditionsindemwhichbirdsare
kept.It shouldbemadellegalto
clip thewingsof youngbirds.There
is somuchcrueltyinvolvedn this
practiceWhenbirdsbegirto pluck
themselvesyingclippingis often
attherootof the problemln over
20yearf keepingarrotd have
restrictedlight onlyto stop
aggressioin maleparrotkeptin
anaviaryl believeahereneedso
bemoreawarenesthoutheeffect
of wing-clippingThesubjecheeds

aloto~publicity perhapgvena
campalgn.

Theneedo rescu®rre-home
birdsis anotheseriougproblem|t
will getworseasit hashecome
fashionabl® keepaparrotasa
pet.Manyparrotsareboughon
impulseTherearesomeeople
settinghemselvagp as "rescuers
but,sadlyfor theparrotsthismay
beamean®f makingnoneyNot
everyonés awarehatbirdswhich
havebeerpetscannotalwaysadjust
to aviarylife. Everybirdmustbe
assesseddividuallyThistakes
time, ~lot of tender,loving careand
expenence.

PamFryer,Cornwall , UK

IT'S AWEIRDWORLD

Thankyoufor yourfinemagazind.
havetriedto recruitsomenew
memberandhavegiventhemmy
copief PsittaScendt. wasnhiceto
havethegoodnewsaboutheEcho
Parakediutl becamequite
depressagadingabouthelLear's
MacawdoundatParisAirport.It's
aweirdworldwhenbillionsof
dollarsarespenbndestructive
weaponbutit is hardto raisefunds
to obtairjustonevehicleto protect

oneof theraresbirdsonearth.
Bjorn Ulander, Sweden.

TROPICALBIRDRESCUE

Thisis to acknowledgandthank
WorldParrofrust,USA for its
generousontributiorio the
TropicaRainforesCoalition's
TropicaBird Rescu®rogramyour
generougrantof $500.0@vill
allowtheprogramhefinancial
supporhecessary ensurg¢hatour

missiorof findingsuitabléoster
carethatwill allowtheindividual

birdsto thrivewill besuccessful.

Someof ouraccomplishments
duringthepastyeathavebeerto
selecandtrainprospectivéoster
ownerspfferataxdeductible
donatioralternativéor birdsin
needpathesupporfromthe
industryandto continué¢o educate
thecommunityvith ourmission.
Ouremphasiss to ensuréghebirds
areplacedn environmenthatwill
allowthemto thrive. All of our10
placementsavebeeragreat
succes$or boththebirdsandthe
caretakers.

Onesuchsuccesis Bogiea
DoubleYellow-headeimazon
whocameo usfromanabusive

homewhereadarkenedoompoor
dietandneglectverepartof his
dailylife. Todayheisaloving
membeof theWerthfamily, Maria
Worthwasquitetakenwith Bogie,
andembracethechallengé
nurturehimbackto goodhealthand
intoaninteractiveelationship.
Afteronlytwoweeksn Maria's
homeBogiehadgainedtrength,
takerto his newdietandwaseven

speakingvithMaria'sSwedish
accent.Mariais nowanadvocate
of ourprogranmandakeartin our
trainingclasses.

Thisis exactlythetypeof scenario
thatourprograms strivingfor.
With yourcontinuedupportye
cancontinueurefforts.

At thistimewearereadyto begin
ourthird serief orientatiorand
trainingprograméor fosteparents.
Wehavealreadylacedheinitial
birdsintoselectelomesandhave
manymorewaitingin thewings.
As soonastrainingis completed,
we cancontinugheplacemeruf
thesecondetof 10birds.

Yourgift will beacknowledgezh
ourinternehomepagat
"www, parrots.orgisasponsor.
Again,ourmanythankgor your
generoudonatiorandfor all
youdo.

Fern Van Sant, DVM, USA
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NewOpportunitforUSAMembers

AlanLurie,Connecticut,

LayneDavidDicker California

Co-ordinatof theActiveMembersroup,
WorldParrotl rust USA

DeatUSMember,
Re:WorldParrotTrust-usaA Active Members Group

Onbehalbf thetrusteesf WorldParrofTrust USAwewouldike to inviteyoutojoin theWPT-USA
ActiveMember&roupAMG). Wearea groupof dedicatedVPTmemberahohavebeeraskedo
expandheactivitie®f theTrustin theUnitedStates.

Thegoalf theAMG will beto increasenembershipprporateponsorshipontributionand
volunteerismvithinthe WPT-USABothto thisend aswell asof andby itself,it is alsoimportanthat
weincreaspeople'swareness theplightof all parrot@ndseeko improveheirconditioneotjust
in thewild butin breedindhomeandretallsituationsHowwe areto dothisis essentiallypto us.
Mike Reynoldandheremaindesf the WPTboardwill beinvolvedn ouractivitiebutrecognistne
uniquenatureof ourcommitmengbilitiesandunderstandiraf theworking®f Americamaviculture.
Accor.ding-gyrsuggestiormnddecisionwill carrygreaiveightwithrespecto theworkingofthe
TrustmtlliScountry.

Mikehasaskedis(AlanandLayne}o gettheballrolling. Sohere'svhatwehadin mind:

I. If you arewillingandableto help pleaseontacbneof uswith thefollowinginformation:
a) Theextento whichyouwouldlik:go beinvolvedandtheareas whichyoufeelthatyou
couldbemosthelpful,
b) someof thewaysthatwecouldpursueurgoalsand
c) thenamesindtelephoneumbersf othershatmightbeinteresteh participatingWe
wouldlike for partlcipatioim theAMG tobeoperto all memberashowoufdike to give"a
little extra"in thewayof timeandcommitment

2. A shortermplanwouldbeformedor thepurposesf establishindpeAMG asaviableentity
bydecidingnourinitial "activities'andpr~paringninsertetterfor thenextPsittaScene
(Augustl997)Thiswouldbedirectectall USmembert announceurformationdescribe

Ihes+nitial activitieandnvitefurthemparticipationPleaséeelfreeto suggesitherinclusions
mthiSetter.

3.0neof theinitial ideasve arediscussingouldbefor the WPT-USAember "adopt'a
certairprojecttheBluethroate@r Butlonamacawor instanceganddevoteall membership
andothemproceed®wardgs goals.It wouldbeasif wewereateamwithinateamworKing
towardaveryfocusembijective.

4. Oncewneareestablishedieplanto launchatwiceyearlynewslettdor WPT-USmembers.

In essencgyemustind awayto convincenanymanymoreparrobwnerandoreeder® assume
theirmandatomesponsibilitige all parrotsandtio educatthemonwhatweknowto betheessential
truth:ithatourcompaniobirdsaredirecdescendarmt$andambassadds theparrotsn thewild and
thatparrotsn thewild areamonghemosteverelthreatenesReciesntheplanet Giventhat
participatiom aviculturés aprivilegeit becomesveryone'sbligatiomotonlyto dothebesjob we
Rossi~lganfo-captivebirdsput alsostepupto theplateandhelpoutwiththosevirdsthatareleftin
thewlld. ThiSStliemessagee musigetacross.

WeverymucHhookforwardo beinga partof thisgroupitsinevitabl@roductivityandenthusiasrand
toits positivampacbnthelivesanaenvironmentsf parrotshroughouheworla. Thankyouin

advance-ryou-visio~yourwisdomandyoureffortsandwelooklorwardto hearingrommanyUus
memBerthelmmedI)étmture. & g W

Sincerely,

AlanLurie, LayneDavidDicker

Contacts:

Alan Lurie:94WrightDrive Avon,CT 06001.
Phone/Fag860-676~86Hmail mmacaw@worldnetattnet

LayneDicker: 16414 ubé&st, NorttHills,CA91343.
Phone318-893-449bax:818-893-1552allphondirst)..emaildicker@mail.idtnet
CynthiaWebb WPTUSAAdministratoPOBox 341141MemphisTN 38184
Pnone/Fa®01-873-3616maicwebb@wspl.wspice.com

If members in other countries want to set up similar groups, please contact
JudithV enningAdministratoat WorldParrot Trust,UK.



YOUCANHELPUS..

Charles A. Munn Il PhD.
Foundéfruste®/PT-USA.

Senioreseardiiologist.
WildlifeConservation

Society.

Lear'sMacaw

Joirus.

Andrev@GreenwobtRCVS AudreyReynolds
Foundéirusteef DirectoRaradisRark.
WPT-UndWPT-USA. Foundéfrusteef

Zooandwildlifeveterinary TheWorldParroTrustUK.

consultant. PsittaScene. USA.
EchoParakeet Red.taileBlackCockatoo Sl.VincenParrot Red.vente@ockatoo
FEELFREBEo copythispage
andhandt outto potentiadWPT

Becomamembeof theWorldParroflrustyreceive

ourPsittaScermeewsletteknowthatyouareactively
contributingpward®uraims.

Helpfun

Wearecurrenthsup
educatioandwelfar

dourProjects.

portingarrottonservation,
gorojectsn Africa,Australia,

Bolivia,Brazil theCaribbearquadomauritiusNew
ZealandRaraguafperuandthePhilippinesYour

generositiowardsheparrotsouldhelpusexpand
currenschemeandstartnewones.

Parrot@ind20moreparrot

memberd.hanks!

Rosemariow Wm.RichardPorterMD
Authowof'Endangered Directoofthelnternational

AviculturistSociety.

booksEditoro Foundefrusteef WPT-

DavidWoolcock

CuratoRaradideark.
FoundeFrusteef The
WorldParroTrustK.

Red.tailed Amazon

MichaeReynolds
FoundesfTheWorld
ParrotrustHon Director
of WPT-UKTrusteef
WPT-USA.

HyacintiMacaw

AimsoftheTrust.

Thesurvivalof parrot specie#n thewild, andthe
welfareof captivebirds.
Thesaimsarepursuedy:-
Educatinghepubliconthethreatso parrots.
Opposingradein wild-caughparrots.
Preservingndrestoringarrothabitat.

Studyinghe statu®f parrotpopulations.
Encouragintheproductiorof aviary-bredirds.
Creatindinks betweemvicultureandconservation.
Promotindnighstandardis thekeepingf parrots.
Supportingesearcinto veterinargareof parrots.

YES,| WANTTO UELP SAVETUE PARROTS

OF TUE WORLD

SUBSCRIPTIONRATES(pleasdick)

D ok andEuropdSingleg15

D
0
D

D Plusdonatiomf£/0Ss..............

| heardaboutthe World

OK andEuropgFamilyE20

UNITEDKINGDOM
Glanmorousd;layleCornwalTR24HY

RomaiBejstruR.Bejstru

lendrechsegium

USA
Nam g e eeens
AAAreSS.....ovvvieeiiee i evveiiiie s e e eeeennnnn . BENELUX
............................................................................................ 76,8207

CANADA

Fellow(Life Memberg250/0S$400
CorporatéAr.nual)

All Overseasrmaikl7/US$25

(orequivalenturrencyaymenby
AccesslVisalMastercprdferred)

Expdate

Parrot Trustfrom

Pleasechargemy AccesslVisaAcc./No.

DD DD DDDD DD DD DD DD

Signature .........ccceeenee

ORI enclosehequpayabléo thewPT O

Zip/Postcode...........ccceeenee

T

DENMARK(SCANDINAVIA)

PLEASESENDCOMPLETEOFORMTO
'WORLD PARROT TRUST' AT:.

%\(lr\lgtg'iagﬁebU?OBox341141\/Iemphis

,oomgaardstraat

M Iversenilisikemarkel8,286050borg.

Amount/QSEmmm
ITALY

AFRICA

FRANCE

J& GPrin55RuealelaFassierd5140ngre.
GERMANY
G & D HarriesyodestB9,4462%erne.

Freddi®iriliyiaMataruw.lO 3304MimisUdine.
AUSTRALIA
PeteBipek) Rossell. GlenfieldNSW2167.

V.Denniso0OBox1758,ink Hills 3652Souti\frica.
SWITZERLAND

Lard_epperhof§agemattstra3$@097iebefeld.
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PARROTS IN TUE"W'ILD

KAKAPO
Strigopsiabroptilus

OnApril 12199 7onCodfisisland DonMertontookthishistorigictureof afemaleKakapdeedindher 12dayold chick. At 2a.mhe
obtainethepicturehewaitedsolongfor. Thefirstandonlyothebreedingttempon Codfistoccuredn 1992avhenatleasfourfemales
laid. Threenatchedhicks. Sadlytherimucropfailedandall butoneof thesix chicksdied. ThesurvivomwasHoki, destinetb become
oneof themostamousbirdsin theworld. Priorto thisseasorthelastchickhatchedonLittle Barriedslandjn 1993.1t disappeared
threelays.oldbelievedkeyrats. TheCodfistslanthirdsareunlikelyo breedgainntitherimutreesnasoncenore inabout
fiveyearstime! Thehatchingf fourthisyeargivesrenewetiopefor the survivabf this"themostwonderfulperhapgf all birds". It
alseendorsdbeintensiveffortsof DonMertorandhisteamwho thisseasomitiatednewmeasures ensur¢ghesurvivabf anychicks
hatchedwWeuwill bringyouthefull storyin theAugustssueof PsittaScene.
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